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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Letters from Europe begin 
at Paris. It was the Author's original inten- 
tion to have given his countrymen an oppor- 
tunity of beholding the rival Empires of France 
and England, as they appear to an American 
eye; but conceiving that his principles would 
be canvassed with suspicion, by the wakeful 
prejudices of party, (which he is rather disposed 
to allay than foment) he now oflFers to the 
Public that part only of his European Tour to 
which pohtical objections cannot so readily 
apply. 
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mrrZERLAND AND ITALY. 



LETTER I. 



JOUTSBT JPROM FABI$.-^»ROUTE THROUGH CHAMPAGNE.—* 

.DESCRIPTION OP BASIL. 

Bmlf August isi. 1801. 
My Dear Friends^ 

W E staid three months at Paris^^^ In daily expectatioa 
of that intelligence from Philadelphia^ ivhicb should have 
induced our return^ if any thing had occurred at home to 
render it necessary. But our letters were unaccountably 
mislaid at London^ and my wife's healthy though greatly 
improved by our residence in the south of I^ance^ de* 
manded, for the approaching winter, the genial warmth of 
an Italian climate. 

The flames of war, by which the fairest countries in 
Burope bad so long been desolated, were now happily ex- 
tinguished, by the treaty of Luneville, our inclination to 
see Rome revived ; and the respectable banking-honse of 
Perregaux and Company, which has maintained privata 
credit amidst national bankruptcy, had offered with 
obliging confidence, to furnish a passing stranger with the 
necessary letters of credit* 

Our old post-chariot, the running gear of which had 
been sadly dislocated by the stony ruts of the Baurdeaux 
Toad, was therefore again fitted up, on the presumption 
that it might hold together as far as Basil, where it woul4 
be no longer wanted, for post-horses are not to be had in 
Switzerland, and it is next to impossible to convey a car* 
xiaee over the Alps. 

On the 1 7th or July we set out from onr gay lodgings on 
the Bomtev^rdt de Pwrh, for Rome (perhaps for Naples) 
an excursion which my dear S*— -^had promised herself 
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in her youthful reveries, however unlikely to have been re» 
alized by the daughter of a Jersey farmer. * 

We drove off full gallop, d la mode de France, and 
having happily missed running over any body in the crowd- 
ed Rue St. Denis, or upon the busy Pont Tseuf, we rattled 
alone the pave toward (ontainebleau, at a rate which would^ 
infallibly have lodged us there that night; tut French car- 
riages, French roads, and French post boys, conspire 
against expedition, and our rapid career would have come 
toB full stop, at the first village on the road, if an honest 
wheelwright had not, in pur^ compassion, furnished le$ ©oy- 
ageurs etrangers, with a pair of old shafts, at double the 
price of new ones, our own having completely gone to 
pieces, though repaired but the day before, by one of the 
first workmen in Paris. 

At the second town, a disinterested blacksmith^ who gave 
bis advice like a friend, persuaded me to let him put a clamp 
upon the tire of one of the wheels. At the third, a bro- 
ther of the trade convinced me that it would be better to 
take it off again. 

By this time it was almost night, and being now sufii-- 
ciently humbled by repeated vexations, we were glad to 
take up with meaner lodgings than might have been ex* 
pectedf in the neighbourhood of a palace. 

Nextday, however, weVeached Fontainebleau time enough 
to ramble in the royal gardens. They were planted by 
Francis the First, (the rival of Harry the Eighth at tilt and 
tournes) in quincunxes and rhomboids, labyrinths and 
parterres. But the alleys and the fish-ponds were over- 
run with weeds and bulrushes, grass was growing upon the 
steps of the porch, so late the gay resort of pomp and plea- 
sure, and we did not care to subject ourselves, as we had 
once done at Versailles, to the refusal of the surly repub- 
lican, that guarded the folding doors of the antiquated cAa- 
teau. One of its apartments, in days of yore, was nobly 
ornamented with branching antlers, the triumphs of the 
chace, and another was hung with portraits of the peerless 
damsels, at whose feet, in a romantic age, they had beea 
courteously laid. 

On our return to the inn, the Argus of the road had dis- 
covered that the crane neck of our carriage was cracked 

* In .America the word farmer does not indicate the tenant of a manor,, under 

the <iontronl 6f a landlord, or his bailiff; but an independant yeoman, who 

'Cultivates his own grounds, keeps a hospitable table, may be in the commitsiem 

•f the peace, or represent his county in either House of Cbngfesi. ' ' 
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across, and for a couple of crowns he made it exactly strong 
enough to hold together to the next town, which we reached 
early in the day, but not before the blacksmiths of the 
place were looking out for the custom which the post boys 
are sure to briug them, by driving full speed over roads 
pavpd with granite. 

They readily fdund a flaw in the new work, but 1 could 
Dot or would not believe them^ though they now ispoke the 
truth, and we drove on till the slender clamps would hold 
together no longer. When 1 perceived that the carriage 
began to settle, it was with difficulty that I could arrest the 
gay career of the; garf on de poste, who would have left bit 
charge in the rdad, without knowing it, as he galloped on 
like a trooper, heedless of mishap. We were in sight of 
the post house when the accident happened, yet the 
modest fellow demanded an allowance for lost time ; and a 
diffident beggar, observing our misfortune, ^embraced the 
favourable moment to teaze us with complaints. 

We sheltered our degraded heads in a paltry cabaret, 
where we reconciled ourselves as well as we could to the 
unavoidable delay of giving' the crane a complete repair* 
It was done before night, yet as if the very climax of irn* 
position was to be suffered by us, for the information of 
succeeding travellers, the greedjr cyclop expected for his 
day's work, no less than five louis dors. Astonished at the , 
charge, I called in the landlord, demanded the police, and 
' ^nded with giving the fellow half the money, rather than 
purchase justice at theexpence of e^se. 

With heavy hearts we set out again next morning, antici* 
pating, in perspective, the pains and penalties of two bun* 
4red miles to come. But we were now agreeably disap- 
pointed, for during the remainder of the journey we met 
with no accident worth mentioning, as we drove rapidly 
through Sens, 'Troyes, and Langres, across the delightful 
plains of Champagne, smiling with the clustres of ap- 
proaching vintage. 

The hills began to rise as we entered Alsace, and at 
Alien-Kirchen we found ourselves surrounded by an amphi- 
theatre of niountains, stretching from the slopes of Bur- 
gundy, across Swftzerland, into Swabia, aud terminating 
to the eye in the Black Forest, the impenetrable retreat of 
German barbarians, in the days, of all-conquering Rome^ 
as are now the back woods of America to the copper** 
coloured race, whom we in our turn call savage Indians. 

Ju^t b^for^ W^ entered Swit^^erland^ a French centinel 
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enqmred Arar mmh^o^wn had mth tui On the fepty/bc 
demanded- wilfa an air of disappointment^ whtther the atixem 
kntw thmt if he were to search the carriage and find mope, ii 
would be forfeited t& the Republic^ I told binf f kneir 
ity with an air that satisfied ^his doohts, and the fig^ 
lant inqaisitor permitted us to drive 04^ without fiurtmt 
trouble. 

Basil is a httU old-fashioned tow»j situated on both 
sides of the Rhine, which is^ here a boatable streasn, de« 
scending with rapidity from the Rhoetiatt Alps, ak>iyg th€ 
winding vallies of the most romaatic country npon earth* 
Cariosity impatiently demands a nearer view of the peon* 
liar sycenery of Switzerland ; bat we must first recruit our 
exhausted spirits, and we shall content ourselves for the 
present, without overlooking the river from our apartment 
at the Three Kings, a capital inn, the dining-room ef 
which overhangs the green current of the Rhine, in sneh 
a manner, that those who are fond of fehing may enjoy 
their sport from the windows* 

There is nothing gay at Basil but fthis beautiful stream^ 
and the wooden bridge which crosses it, enlivened by the 
necessary rntcrconrse of Uhe two quarters of the town> for 
the streets of Basil are unfrequented by the busy, and th« 
chief amusement of the idle is to reconnoitre the silent 
avenues from projecting lattices, the use of which a straxt* 
ger cannot immediately divine. 

Amidst such congenial accompaniments, you visit with all 
the serenity of recoHection, the lone church yard, which 
belonged to the convent of the Friars Predicant, when 
Basil was depopulated by the plague, during the session of 
the General C)ouncil assembled here in 1431, at which were! 
present the emperor Sigismund, the duke of Milan, and 
several other christian pnnce«. 

Some contemporary artist; struclc with the awful visitia* 
tion that swept away together the prince and the peasant, 
the cardinal and the capauchin, depicted- upon the gloomy 
walls a Dance of l>eath, the original of the famous; 
sketches of Holbein. In this dismal masquerade, a hun- 
dred skeletons, whose distorted attitudes bespeak horrific . 
mirth, lead up in melancholy duet, the reluctant victim of 
the king of terrors. 

It was here, by the light of flaring torches, in the court- 
yard of an antiquated hotel, that Maria Theresa (thd only 
member of the immediate family of Lewis the Sixteenth 
that was permitted to survive the revolution, which hurled 
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thentoilarrh from his throne) was received by the Imperial 
ambassador^ who indignantly rejected the splendid out-fit 
with which the national assembly had thought proper to 
send away the daughter oF their sovereign. 

The public library preserves with appropriate veneration^, 
some portraits from the pencil of Holbein, a contemporary, 
copy of the -minutes of the council, and the letters of 
Erasmus written to his friend Amberbachuis, when the 
cautious and timid reformer quitted Basil, on account of the 
religious or political disputes that disturbed his philoso- 
phic repose. 

But the absurd custom of ke, ping the clocks an hour 
faster than the true time of dviy, no longer puzzles the 
curiosity of travellers, who are become in this age of inno- 
vations, eqiJalU indifferent whether it originated from the 
indolence of the council, the vigilance of the magistrates, 
or the declination of the suti dial, which not having beea 
corrected at the reformation, the scrupulous municipality 
could never afterward be persuaded to reform. 

There was a Koman colony in thi5 neighbourhood, aod the 
country people here often. plough up-the coins of the em- 
perors, from Augustus to Constantinej as they do in Ame- 
rica arrow heads and stone axes, the silent l^stimoikiaU of 
Aboriginal population. 

Strangers seldom quit Basil without carrying away with 
them some memorials of Switzerland from the print shop 
of Merhel, the celebrated engraver, who has made as 
ample a collection of Swiss views^. the mountain and the 
valley, the glacier and the lake, to which he has given 
historic interest, by scrupulously preserving those local 
habiliments handed down from father to son, by tbe plod- 
ding peasantry of the isolated cantons. 

We have sold our carriage to the innkeeper, and to* 
morrow we prosecute our journey in a hea-yy phaeton, hired 
by the day, a circumstance no less unpromisiug of expedi- 
tion than the driver's pipe : but no matter, lam »ick of" 
the impositions of the post, and we can amuse ourselves 
with walking, whenever we are tired o/ riding a snail's 
gallop. 
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LETTER ir. 



^rOURNEY THROVGH SWITZERLAND. — ^^ DESCRIPTION OF 

ZURICH. 

V^UITITNG Basil in the cool of the morning, we rode 
or walked all day, up hill and down, across a corner of 
Germany, ostensibly consecrated to catholic uses by wooden 
crosses and stone chapels innumerable. Among them we 
perceived for the first time, with a degree of veneratipo^ 
which had more in it of poetry than protestantism, 

a Friar of orders grey, 

counting his beads, and mumbling over his prayer book, 
if nOt with zeal -according to knowledge, at least wilh all the 
abstractedness and tranquillity of a pilgrim and a sojourner 
upon earth. 

We stopped" for the night at a little town, Rheinfelden- 
Lauflfenberg, or Wildenstein, in which a narrow street of 
tea houses of a side, is blocked up at each end by a gate- 
way, and hemmed in by a wall, or a precipice; at the foot 
of which rolls a torrent beneath a covered bridge ; images 
of confinement, so insupportable to an American, that I 
could not sit down to supper, till I had convinced mys'elf 
we were at large, by rambling into the adjacent fields and 
.surveying tde distant horizon. 

Next morning, quitting the territory of Basil, we passed 
through the town of Baden, as the peasantry of the neigh- 
bourhood were collecting in the great church to prostrate 
themselves before a tinsel Madonna, or crocus saint, and 
we arrived before noon at Zurich, having passed in a few 
hours from protestantism to popery, and from popery to 
protestantism again ; for the religion has been subjected in. 
Switzerland to geographical boundaries, and the hereditary 
burgher is catholic or protestant, according to the decree 
of the sovereign council of his canton, when at the pe- 
riod of the reformation the religion ot the state was de- 
cided, . like a political question, by the majority of the 
votes. 

This part^f Switzerland is hilly, but not mountainous; 
cultivated^ but not fertile ; inhabited, but not populous ;, 
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and it exhibit nothing more remarkable to a foreign eye 
than the beggars idling upon the road^ and the women in 
shore petticoats and black caps at work in the fields. 

As you approach Zurich, a manufacturing town often 
thousand people, beautifully situated at the noilh end of 
the hike which bears its name ; a charming expanse of 
water ten leagues in length and one in breadth ; the neigh- 
foourin«; hills rise into a stupendous amphitheatre sloping' 
gradually down to the lucid arena, whicti is every whete 
bordered with vines and pasture grounds, dotted with alter- 
nate villas, villages, and towns, and pointed with the glis- 
tening spires of the capital t\t one end, and the snowy 
peaks of Schweitz and Glarus at the other. 

The transparent Limmat flows from the lake through the 
middle of the town, and a broad wooden bridge serves alike 
for a market-place and a public walk, where walking is not 
quite so fashionable an amusement as it is in France and 
^England. The principal inn, where we had the good for-> 
tune to find the pleasantest apartments unoccupied, en- 
croaches upon one side of the bridge, and presents between 
the tall spires of the churches on the right and left the 
distant chain of Alpine summits, white with the frost of 
ages. 

Here we have pitched our tents, as from this command- 
ing station we can reconnoitre Switzerland, ai^d direct 
scouting parties at will to scale the walls of the mountain, 
explore the defiles of the glacier, or lodge in ambush 
among the islands of (he lakd, or the thickets of the val- 
ley. 

Zurich was the first town in Switzerland that separated 
itself from the prescriptive corruptions of Mother Church, 
It was here that the moderate and charitable Zuinglius, ori- 
ginally a priest of Glarus, had ventured to preach against 
vows, pilgrimages, and votive offerings, before the effer- 
veseence of reformation had been provoked by the un- 
limited sije of indulgences. 

The communion had been peaceably substituted for the 
mass, by a resolution of the magistrates, as early as the 
year 1524; but tlie reformers of Zurich {)etng unhappily' 
seized with the rage for propagating the principles of good 
will to men, by the arguments of fire and sword, mstituted 
a proiestant crusade against the neighbouring cantons of 
Schweitz and Uris; and, at the battle of Kappe), Zuin<p 
glius himself (1 blush for the inconsistency of the minister 
of th£ gospel) feU a victim to misguided zeal^ in defending^ 
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at the commaDd of the magistrates^ another banner than 
th^t of the Prince of Peace. 

The streets of Zurich are narrow and crooked> but there 
is a beautiful little square, the court-yard of a forsaken cdn-r 
vent, upon the brow of a neighbouring eminence, to which 
\ye often walk of an evening, to see the last beanos of sun- 
shine linger upim the white peaks that overlook the farther 
extremity of the Jake. Sometimes at high noon, in pensive 
guise, we rove along the double rows of lime trees, which 
border the junction of the Sill and the Limmat, and c^as^ 
a mght of' shade upon the tomb of Gessner, the pasiorsU 

f>oet, who was buried, at his own request, in one of th^ 
hickets of the grove. . 

In the library of Zurich is pre^rved the original manu- 
script of Quintilian, from which the first modern edition 
was printed. It was discovered, on the revival of learning, 
together with sevet^al other unique copies of the classics, 
among the musty legends of the Benedictine abbey of St. 
Gall, where the neglected ancients had slumbered in traor 
quijlity a thousand years. 

In the arsenal was exhibited, until the French revolur 
tionists destroyed the political relique, a bow and arrow 
yfhh which William Tell, the traditionary hero of Switzer- 
land, was said to have shot the apple from the bead of his 
^on, at the command of the. tyrant Gessler. 

Far more to be regretted, as occasioned by the same 
event, .is the premature loss of John Gaspard Liivater. The 
reviver, or the inventor of the science of physiognomy, re- 
ceived his deatli wound before his own door, when the 
Kassians were driven out df the city by the French, in 1799, 
though he lingered near twelve months, and retained the 
enjoyment of his facuhieis sofficiently to preach a farewel 
sermpD to hisL beloved parishioners but a week before his 
tranquil departure for the World of Spirits. 

This speculative philanthropist was often approached 
virith trepidation by persons who dreaded to ex:pose tbeijr 
frailties to his penetrating eye. On sach occasions he 
M'ould frequently remark, that no man need fear the pr£senc€ 
Qf another, since every one must be comcious ofhisoten d^ 
f^cin. 

Lavaler ifihabited a modest mansion, characteristically 
furnini'^ed v^ith a little gazebo, which commands a couvt 
leading to bis parish church, every avenue of which uer 
(pounds on holidays with decent peasantry in hob-naiWd 
^hoes and wooden heels^ stamping along with dqiiprnjDight 
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seal, to hear an an liquated ecclesiastic^ starched with the 
Vandj'ke frill, vociferously, ejaculate the gentle aduionittonft 
«f the code of life and peace. 

Though the ancient custom of salutinc: all strangers of , - 
respectable appearance still prevails at Zurich, yet such 
was the sternness o( religious reformation, that the most 
formal prigs, who make a parade of uncovering themselves 
in the street, do not scruple to sit with their hats on at 
church ; and so little are the rules <»f common civility re- 
garded in the house of prayer, that it happened to us more 
than once to be displaced, without apology^ after we bad 
taken our seats on public benches. The virtues at Zurich 
are probably of the more substantial cast, since Lavater 
used to say, that he had never had occasion to preach a 
sermon against immorality. 

A day or two ago we hired a clumsy Swiss chariot, rom- 
fortabbf lined with blue cloth, and drove slowly through 
clouds of dtist^ for the weather had been long hot and dry, 
to see the celebrated falls of the Rhine near Schaffhauj^n. 
Xhe river is here several hundred feet wide, and pours 
itself with thundering impetuosity over a ledge of broken 
rocks, forty or fifty feet hig"h. In time of floods the water 
sometimes rises twenty or thirty feet, and the current tliea 
exhibits a nuabliog torrent of terrific sublimity. 

We crossed the river in a boat, a little below tlie fall, 
^idmiring the rainbow in its spray, and ascended to the 
castle of LaufFen> whose mouldering walls overhang the 
cataract, keep time t& its tremulous undukition^ and rever 
berate its eternal roar. 

Finding we nuight lodge at the cnstle, where it is cus- 
tomary to entertain visitors, we rambled about among the 
rocks till nighfc, and afterwards amused ourselves in the 
museum with looking o«er an interesting collection of 
Swiss riews^ the production of ^ family of genius which 
inkabits this oongenia) site. The father sketches from na^- 
tare> 'and bis daughters coloar the designs. 

The fall of Laudfen is particularly interesting by moot>» 
light. We wteve told that when the enperor Joseph wtas 
>there, he rose at midnight lo contemplate the efi'ect. it 
«ras 'flatteriog to tread in imperial footsteps. We also, got 
up an. h4>aE or two before day^ and ran half dressed to a 
little summer-house which ovevlooks the raging tsorpeiKt.^ 
|>ut:bere we were impalient to be neaTer> and half miming^ 
lialf tumbling down the .rough descent, 'we mounted j wim 
^1 the eagecneaa of cudosityt, a wooden, station that b«i 
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been erected in the very sprny of the cataract, directly 
over the boiling foam, which rises perpetually in swelling 
surges from the roaring gulph. Here the sweeping torrent 
aeems continually advancing, without ever drawing nearer; 
and its monotonous roar grows louder and louder to the 
listeping ear. But fair and softly. The fall of Liauffen, 
with all its terrors, is no more than a water-spout to the 
cataract of Niagara; by which are precipitated in one deaf- 
ening torrent the overflow of congregated seas ; one of 
wbich, lake Superior, would drown Switzerland, and ab- 
sorb all the lakes in Europe* 
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PEDESTRIAN T013R AMONG THE LESSER CANTONS. 

A HERE is a constant succession of agreeable company 
from all parts of Europe at the genteel I'abk (THotes, ia 
Switzerland; and they are frequented, without scruple, by 
ladies as well as gentlemen : even English travellers here 
overcome their national aversion to a public table, and em- 
brace, without scruple, the pleasures of general inter- 
course, and the benefit of mutual information. Where aU 
are strangers no one is strange; and a new comer readily 
familiarises himself with persons in the same predicament^ 
^though he has never seen them before, and may never see 
them again. When all are supposed to be ignorant of 
each other, nobody enquires who such a one is of another ; 
and every traveller is too much absorbed in his own whence 
and whither to trouble himself about other people's. 

In such a situation, my B had no inclination to 

expose her wavering health to the fatigues of a desultory 
ramble from mountaim to mountain, and from valley to 
valley, aiid preferring the tranquil amusements of Zurich 
to all the sicenery of the Alps, she permitted her husband^ 
and a French gentleman, actuated by the same restless 
curiosity, to fatigue themselves at leisure in a'pedestrian 
tour through tbe lesser cantons, so singularly isolated from 
the rest of the world by adamantine ridges. 

The cultivated tracts of the heart of Switzerland exhibit 
little distinctive character beyond the peculiarly sheltered 
)oQk of brgad-thatched roofs projecting ov^r low wallsj aQ4 
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{xafsimoniously including under one inclosnre, house^ barn^ 
and stable. We therefore took coach for Ber^e, and must 
have been half asleep in our stupifying conveyance, which 
was admirably calculated for the exclusion of extensive 
prospects, since we traversed the vallies* watered by the 
Keuss, the Limmat, and the Aar, without noticing, amidst 
surrounding thickets, the mingled ruins of the ancient 
Vindoniijsa and the modern Hapsburg, the modest patri- 
mony of Rodolph, a Swiss baron, whq became, in an age 
less fertile than the present of political revolutions, emperor 
of Germany, and founder of the Hpuse of Austria. 

The bridge of Wettingen, celebrated as the last work of 
Uiric Grubenman, suspended over the Limmat by an arch 
qt timber two hundred and forty feet over, was destroj'ed 
by^he French. It was covered by a hange-werk^ or pent- 
house, as usual in Switzerland ; a style of finish totally de- 
structive of picturesque effect, but it must have been the 
uidest arch in the world, excepting that which has been 
thrown two hundred and forty-four feet over the river 
Piscatagua, in New Hampshire, by Timothy Palmer, ano- 
ther self-taught architect, since it somewhat exceeded the 
justly boasted iron bridge at Sunderland, in Great Britain.* 
As we passed through Hindelbaneck ,we stopped to see 
the famous tomb, whose striking design has given it a cele- 
brity to which its execution could not entitle it. The wife 
of a pastor of. the village happening to die in child-bed, 
while an eminent statuary was employed in erecting a 
monument for a person of quality, he conceived the sub* 
lime idea of representing the mother bursting through a 
flat tomb*stone, at the sound of the last trumpet, and ex- 
claiming as she ascends to glory with the child in her 



arms^ 



Herr, bier bin icb, und das kind so dn mir gegebenhaSt.-)- 



Strangers now rarely pass through the town of Hindel- 
baneck without enquiring for the tomb of Madame Langhaus; 
but the mausoleum of Count d'£rlach would never have 
been beard of h^d it not been for the beautifiil idea to 
which it accidentally gave birth. 

Berne I had seen before, and the houses looked as dark, 
and the streets as solitary as ever ; the few passengers there 

V 

 The Prat y Pridd, iprttng over the river Taafe in Wales, by William Ed- 
vard, in Z740« it supposed to be the boldest stone arch in tb« world, ht 
chord is one hundred and fort^^ feet 

t Lord, hert sAn !> 9xA the ^ild which thou hast given, tne. 
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are being bid by the low arcades on which the hooffes aire 
erect- d. It is almost surrounded by the Aar, and from the 
battlement of town you see the snowy peaks of Jungfrau- 
horn, Schreckhoni^ and Wetterhorn^ rising hke white 
clouds upon the distant horizon. 

The public walk rises a hundred feet perpendicular over 
the rimpling stream ; y^t we were told that a man had 
once fallen from the parapet^ or jumped over it^ without 
breaking his neck. 

Society is on an agreeable footing at Berne, it being the 
residence of a number of genteel families, who assemble 
every afternoon at each others houses, and receive strangers 
without reserve, to give a zest to their domestic amusements ; 
for the occupatious of commerce are deemed degrading by 
ibe petty lords of Berne ; and most of them have been long 
enough in foreign service to have a relish for political in- 
quiries. ' 

Criminals are employed at Berne in useful labour to de- 
fray the expences of their maintenance, but with too little 
regard to their own feelings, or the sensibility of others^ 
which are equally wounded by the unnecessary exposure 
of the unfortunate objects of public justice. 

In the town ditch was formerly exhibited a sight less 
offensive to the feelings of humanity— ^a succession of Al« 
pine bears^ the symbols or the supporters of the arms of 
Berne, hod been kept up from, time immemorial. They 
were cherished with religious care as the palladium of the 
state ; but, like the eagles of Geneva, the bears of Berne> 
have long since changed their native elime for the niena- 
gerie of Faris, where the Gallic cock claps his new fledged 
wings, and crows over all the beasts in Europe. 

We now set out on foot, and arriving at Neufchatel, 
thirty miles from Berne, as the setting sun glittered upon 
its slender pinnacles, we passed the bojisted town*honse 
without stopping to enquire at whose expense it was erected, 
and when once seated at the inn, we could have dijipeitaed 
with our suppers ia favour of our beds, whieh we were in 
no hurry to quit tlte next morning. 

Neufchatel stands upon the declivity of a bill, and the 
neighbouring vineyards have been formed with persevering 
industry upon the precipitous, slope, by mcan&of parallel 
walls, whose narrow intervals are filled with earth, which 
has been carried up in baskets from bel^^ow. 

After dm ing upon trout from the lake,, without having. 
Xnade such minute euquiric!^ iota the s^acteoi' tlkQ miui^ 
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factories as would have interested dealers in watohes or 
printed calicoes^ or appreciated^ like politicians, the pri- 
vileges of the place, which acknowledges the sovereignty 
and enjoys the protection of the king of Prussia, as heir to 
its li<cge lords, the ancient counts of Chalons, we pursued 
our walk toward the pass of Pontarlier, a natural postern 
in the wall of Mount Jura, like the wind-gap of the Blue 
Ridge, near the forKs of Delaware, apparently designed by 
providence, to facilitate the intercourses of civilized life. • 

We should not have stopped for the night at a village 
iifteen miles on the road to BurgUBdy, had we been able 
n> have reached before dark Moutiers-Travers, a moun- 
. tain hamlet, famous for its picturesque situation, and the 
temporary residence of the celebrated John James Rous- 
seau. 

The little cluster of cottages is situated in the midst of 
broken crags, only accessible, on the French side, by a 
• defile, so narrow, that a chain may be stretched from rock 
to rock. In the vear 1476, at the head of a numerous 
army, Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy, here attempted 
in tain, to force his way into Switzerland, and the impe- 
tuous prihce was only more successful at the pass of Joignd, 
to provoke defeal at the lake of Morat, and death at the 
battle of Nancy. 

Rousseau here occupied a little wooden thatch, in front 
of which there is a narrow gallery, boarded up at the ends^ 
to shelter its humble tenants from the driving winds, which 
often rush in tornadoes from th^ neighbouring gullies. 
The eccentric philosopher had bored holes through this 
partition, by means of which he could reconnoitre ap- 

E reaching visitors, and admit or refuse them according to 
is humour. 

From this sequestered corner issued forth upon the world 
the Lettres ecrites de la Montague, among other productions 
of the most fertile and fascinating pen, that ever was bran- 
dished in the cause of infidelity. 

Whilst Rousseau resided here, in a state of abject 
poverty, the great Frederick offered him a pension of a 
hundred a year; but the proud philosopher refused the 
princely boon with as much haughtiness as Diogenes him- 
self, when the inhabftant of a tub, desired Ahexander not 
to stand in his light, as the only favour he had to ask from 
>toyal munificence. 

After residing three years in this secluded situation, the 
modern cynic ^ave or received offence^ and the i^nhappy 

' c 
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victim of both re^] and imagiQary petsecotions^ took re* 
fuge in the little ishiDd of St. Pierre^ in the lake of 
Bienne^ a romantic spot which we visited on our return to 
Zurich^ and were entertained at a farm house, which had 
been formerly a convent, where the apartment of Jean 
Jaques is still shewn to strangers, many of whom leave 
their names and lucubrations upon the walls. 

Here Rousseau thought he could have been' perfectly 
happy, aqd had actually begun to amuse himself with bota« 
nical researches ; but the orthodox government of Berne 
"would not suffer the disseminator of infidelity to remain in 
their territories, and he was obliged to seek another shelter 
from the storms which he had himself excited. 

We turned our backs, without regret, upon the verdaot 
solitude, fringed with shrubbery, and bordered with trana^ 
parent waves, although the theoretical .visionary describes 
the listless moments he spent here, sauntering ^bout the 
•fields, or paddling in the water, unnoticed, and unemi* 

J)loyed, ^s the happiest period of his restless and eyentful 
ife. 

Landing upon the east side of the lake, we pursued our 
route toward Berne. But night overtook us before we 
reached the inn where we meant to lodge, and we walked 
for an hour or two in the dark, losing one object of hope 
after another,' in that silent expectation which ^iccompanies 
^he unlooked-for delay of benighted wanderers. 

At length, however, we distinguished with certainty the 
welcome sign post, and gladly took shelter in a little 
mrths'hausy though it was crowded with noisy topers, en-» 
veloped in clouds of smoke. 

Next morning we rose with the lark, walked through 
Berne before the easy cits had left their beds, breakfasted 
on the banks of the Aar, tipon a loaf of bread and a bottle 
of wine, and brandishing our staffs, wanton again with 
fresh spirits for Thun. But as it often happens with occa- 
sional walkers, we had by this time overdone our strength^ 
and about ten o'clock We condescended to embrace the 
friendly relief of a Swiss light waggon, in which'.five or 
six people are conveniently drawn by a single horse. 

By this means we reached the place we aimed at before 
poon, where a passage boat for the other end of the lake 
being ready for us by the time We had dined, we embarked 
for the village of Unterseen, ten or twelve miles distant. 

We sailed the distance in a few hours, and toward even- 
ing, landed upon the iiarrow istl^mus v^hich seperatcsi t^ie 
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)akes o( Thai! and Brientz. Grey rocks close it up on one 
»tde> and on the other^ the reepkiideat peak of Jungfrauhorn^ 
the. virgin summit, that has never yet been scaled by the 
most adventurous hunters, in pursuit of the bounding 
xnarmot, or the flying chaniei?. 

I regretted that time would not permit onr visiting the 
glaciers in the vicinity, though 1 had seen those of tlie 
valley of Chamoficie, wlien 1 was first in Switzerland. 
These accumulated masses of soaw^congeakd to solid ice> 
by the alternate operations of thawing and freezing, occupy 
the upper vallies, tike so many frozeri kkes, the su^rface of 
which is riven into unfathomable fissures, by the occasional 
variations of the atmosphere. 

The town of Uoterseen, that occupies this sequestered 
rock, is in perfect unison with the Alpine scenery, with' 
which it is overhung. Its timber hovels, covered with grey 
moss, stand in and out, back or edge, as if they had grown 
out of the rocks, or been huddled together in haste, for 
mutual shelter^ around the jagged caves, and forked pin-^ 
nacles of a grim town bouse. Large stones piled upon the 
roofs, to prevent their being blown Away, bespeak the vio-» 
lence of the winters winds, and projecting eaves indicate 
the concomitant danger of being overwhelmed in drifted 
snow. 

The meagre inhabitants of this* Alpine v&lleyreconnoitrecl 
our straggling party from every peep hole, and crowds of 
women and children fallowed us through the town to satis- 
fy their famished curiosity with the outlaiidish sight. 

I could have spent an hour or two in fixing upon my 
memory^ the characteristic appendages of a place so roman- 
tically wild, but night approached, and a second boat wasi 
waiting foe us on the lake of Brientz, to convey us to the 
valley of Hassli. 

The lake of Brientz is not so wide as that.of ThuB> 
being hemmed in by stupendous precipices, which descend 
almost perpendicularly to the water's edge, and render its 
navigation both difficult and dangerous. 

Dark clouds had already begun to roll round the loftiest 
peaks, and as they descended along the ravines, in whelming 
tornadoes, the last gleam of sunshine, pale and colourless^ 
shot a sinister ray athwart impending horrors* Night 
closed upon us, by degrees, and we dashed from wave to 
wave in gloomy silence, till the moon arose in clouded 
Qiajesty, over the eastern ridges, and lighted us to the place 
of our destipation. 



20 TRAVBLS THROUaH 

The next day we laid by till afternoon, and then pro- 
curing a guide, to conduct us over the heights, we walked 
through a mountain village, and cordially returned the 
hearty salutations of the good people of the place, who 
were enjoying the repose of a holiday in knots and clusters, 
with a simplicity that recalled the fabled innocence of the 
golden age. 

In two hours we attained the summit of the ridge, which 
tepar.ates the heretical canton of Berne, from the orthodox 
district of Unterwalden, whose inhabitants preserve, in the 
bosom of surrounding mountains, the minutest ceremonies 
of the religion of their fathers. 

From this commanding eminence we had a charming 
view of the valley of Hassli, and unwillingly turned our 
backs upon the fairy scene, studded with cottages, and 
embroidered with alternate fields and. woods, to jump after 
our guide from rock to rock, hewn with laborious persever- 
ance into shapeless steps, to form a practicable descent 
into the narrow vale of Unterwalden, whose winding course 
includes a separate system of policy, as well as religion, 
for the government of a few hundreds of isolated moun- 
taineer?. 

Literally descending from the clouds, we landed toward 
Evening upon a little plain, just big enough for a lake and 
a village, overtopped by rugged mountains,, which must 
in winter almost totally exclude the sun. 

Next morning we would gladly have procured a convey- 
ance of some kind, but nothing half so good as a Penn- 
sylvania market cart was to be had in the place ; and we 
afterward discovered at our leisure, that the road, or rather 
pathway, was too steep and stony to admit of any thing better. 

We arrived however by noon at Alpnach^ a str«nggling 
village upon the lake of the Four Cantons, the centre o*f 
this romantic country, au4 the scene of many a traditionary 
tale. 

Here we took boat twelve miles on our way towa4*d 
Zurich. About half way we passed by that arm of the lake 
ever which Lucerne displays its picturesque turrets, and saw 
the rays of the descending sun irradiate the vapoury clouds 
that perpetually hover round ^ stupendous peak of rocks, 
which rises perpendicularly from the lake. 

We regretted 'missitig a sighf of the celebrated model 
of this port of Switzerland, in which General PfeifFer, |k 
citizen of Lucerfie, has represented with equal accuracy, 
mountains and valties^ rivers and cataracts^ cottages and 
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lowns^ exhibiting in'one view the cantons of Lucerne, Zug, 
Berne, Uri, Schweitz, and Unterwalden ; but we were now 
in haste to retorn to Zurich, where 1 was by this time 
impatiently expected. / 

Next morning therefore we continued our route on foot, 
after stopping to contemplate a little chapel erected on the 
spot where (according to tradition, in despite of the silence 
of history) Tell shot the tyrant Gessler, and asserted the 
liberties of his country. Over the entrance are the follow- 
ing qjuaini but ominous lines :*^ 

Hier ist Gessler^s hocbmuth vom Tell erchossco 
Und der Schweitzer edle freiheit eiitsprossen 
Wie lang wird aber solche wiihren 
Noch lang wann wir die Aelte waren.* 

Arriving at the lake of Zug, sur]*ounded by banging 
vineyards and cultivated fields, we took boat again for the 
capital of the canton, and continuing our walk fifteen miles 
further, across fields and plains, we again reached Zurich, 
after having made a circuit of three hundred miles, the 
greatest part of which had been performed enft)Otf with an 
advantage of observation, richly worth the purchase of 
/atigue. 



LE'^TTER IV. 



JOURNEV across mount ST. COTHARD TO MILAN. — DE- 
SCRIPTION QF THE CATHEDRAL. 

\ v E had now nothing more pressing than to prepare 
for Italy, and on. the 1st of September, we took coach for 
Bi^nerva little village on the lake of the Four Cantons, 
where we arrived next day at noon, after passing through 
a rugged and mountainous country, thick set with com* 
fortable farm houses, as in the settled parts of the United 
States. ^ 

Passing by Schweitz, the capital of a small canton of 
the same name, we were struck with the picturesque eJEFecc 

* Here the proud tyrant Gessler fell, 
Aad liberty was won by Tell. 
Hcnv long vuUPt lastj you ask, and tremble—* 
XiOOf as the Swiss tbeir sires rssembie. 

5 



/ 



€2 tfiAVEJiS THROtTOIt 

of the doods^ which had gathered ia circling talimlief 
roaad the bedjr of an isolated mouDtatn, while its rockj 
summit^ invisibly supported in the air^ glowed with the warfu 
Ireful8;ence of a noon-day sun. 

At Brannen^ where the cantons of Urix, Schweitz^ and 
Vnterwalden, first allied themselves by a defensive treaty^ 
we took boat for Fluelleo^ rowing between rugged moun- 
tains^ shagged with firs. Among them we frequently es^ 
pied cubic cottages^ surrounded with little patches oF cuU 
tivation^ perched at such tremendous heights^ upon the 
very edge of overhanging precipices, that we could{scarcely 
contemplate them without apprehensions that some of the 
- little boxes would slide off their shelving ledges^ and come 
down upon our heads. 

One of these cultivated specks actually fell into the lake 
Bot long since^ tog^ether with its little tenement^ and all that 
it contained. 

At the foot of a neighbouring ridge is the valley of Gerisan^ 
which forms the smallest republic in Europe. It can only 
be approached by water^ and the Lilliputian commonwealth 
is little more than two leagues in lengthy yet it contains 
twelve hundred souls^ anrong whom sumptuary laws would 
be superfluous^ since the keeping of a saddle horse is therc^ 
an unknown luxury. 

Near the upper end of the lake> a little chapel appears 
upon the left ; it is erected upon the very spot^ says tradition, 
where Tell escaped from his persecutors^ when they were 
conveying him to prison. As the boat coasted the shore to 
avoid arising tempest^ the hero juropted out upon the rocks 
at a desperate leap, and mocked the tardy pursuit of his 
conductors. 

We landed to contemplate the venerated spot^ and found 
the walls of the chapel rudely painted with the real or 
imaginary exploits of the patron of Switzerland.— Recol- 
lecting with patriotic sensations the reception of William 
Penn^ at Sbackamaxon^ in the wig-warn of king Tammany. 
We disembarked at Fluellen, the port of communication 
between Switzerland and Italy, for the exchange of cattle 
and cheese against rice, silk stuffs, &c. and walked a mile 
or two to Altdorf, the capital of Uri. A place that was 
burnt by the French,, when they retreated before the Rus»- 
sians in 1799. It is now rapidly rebuilding in a good modern 
stile, which gives it the lively air of an American town, 
new houses rising on all sides* beneath thick groves^pie- 
aerved as a security frou falling avalancbft* 



.The venerable tree was long preserved in the market- 

})lace of AUdorf, to which the son of the hero of Switsser- 
and was bound with thongs, when the father shot the apple 
from the head of his son, and told the enquiring tyrant/or 
wham he intended another arrows— jjTAe had missed his aim* 
From hence we sent forward our baggage to Andermat;, 
in the valley of Urseren, being resolved to ascend St. Goth- 
ard, at our Jleisure, on foot. 

A walk of seven miles, through a pleasant valley, watered 
by the recess, brought us to the foot of the mountain, from 
whence it is near twenty miles to the hermitage on it6 
«iimmit. « 

We dined at a rural inn, and in the afternoon began to 
ascend the elevated spine of the Alps, by a winding road 
that skirts the precipices which overhang a roaring torrent, 
Sis it descends from the crown level, and forms one of the 
sources of the Rhine. It is frequently concealed from the 
sight by^dark firs, among which, in alternate shade and sun* 
shine, we met long trains of mules loaded with Italiaa 
luxuries, tracing a zig-zag course, in opposite directions. 

At the end of five or six miles we reached Wasen, a 
wretched village, situated among awful rocks. The inn 
was already taken up by French soldiers. There was tliere- 
Xore DO alternative, but to beg a night's lodging in the 
neighbourhood. A hopeless errand, you'll say, without the 
language of the country to explain our wants; but the 
first door I knocked at, was opened with an accommodating 
«ir, and I have since been pleased that the occasion had 
once occurred to prove the native hospitality of a Swiss 
cottage. 

Next morning, before we pursued our journey, I followed 
the;peasants of the village to a little chapel, where an art- 
less prie6t was celebrating the morning mass. 1 was there 
shocked for the first time, with a sight very common in 
catholic countries, I mean an open charnel house, in which 
gaping sculls are :indecently exposed to view, for the pur* 
,pose of exciting commiseration for the souls in purgatory. 
A horrid custom, peculiarly to be regretted in these Alpine 
valleys, whei'e the ceremonies of religion are the principal 
amusements of the secluded inhabitants, and the knalling 
bell is the only sound that interrupts the monotony of soli* 
tude. 

We how applied ourselves to ascend the barren valley of 
Schoellenen, insensible of fatigue, engrossed as we^ere.by 
|he stupendous objects^ with whioh we were surrottnded|« 
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every now and then encountering, not without a slight 
linctore of apprehension, straggling parties of ilisbanded 
soldiers returning from Italy, and shivering with cold, while 
we were sweltering with heat. The poor fellows were only 
three days from Milan, where they told us it was too hot 
to stir in tl^e day time, or to sleep at night, as we sometimes 
have it in America, when the wind i« from the south. 

Now and then a capuchin friar, with his beard and 
sandals, gave peculiar interest to the Alpine scenery. 

After winding about for some hours round perpendicular 
Tocks, which seemed to have been cleft asunder on purpose 
to form the tortuous passage, strong puffsrof wind, accom- 
panied with spray, warned us before we could see it of our 
approach to the foaming cataract, over which has been 
thrown an aerial arch, called the Devil's Bridge. 

This tremendous pass was obstinately disputed by the 
French, when General Suwarrow entered Switzerland, at 
'the head of 20,000 men. A small body of French troops, 
retreating before superior force, had destroyed the bridge 
behind them, and they continued to defend the yawning 
gulph as:ainst the murderous fire of the invaders, until a few 
planks slightly fastened together with officers scarfs, were 
thrown across the breach, and the dauntless corps, - the 
greatest part of which had by this lime fallen into the pre- 
cipice they defended, was overpowered by numbers, rushing 
desperately over the frightful chasm, the crevices of -which 
were heaped with the bodies of^ the slain. 

The object of Suwarrow was to form a junctipn with 
the Russian and Austrian forces, then encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Zurich. But they had been defeated by 
Massena, at the critical juncture, and the Russian veteran 
was fain to throw his artillery into-'the lakes, and effect his 
TBtreat acVoss ridges till then deemed impassable by any 
thing but goats. 

Alter crossing the bridge, this singular road enters a sub- 
terraneous passage, which has been cut several hundred 
feet through the solid rock, from whose midnight darkness 
vou suddenly emerge upon broad day light, in the valley of 
tjraeren, an opening scene of pastoral tranquillity, in which, 
at a little distance, appears the village of Andermat, shelter- 
ed by a ridge of firs, the only trees that will grow in so 
elevated and confined a situation. 

The vale of Urseren is 4000 feet above the level of the 
sea, and it is probably the highest spot in the world, in- 
habited by twelve hundred people. They would* be totally 
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separated from the rest of mankindj if it irat not fop the 
winding mule path, which has here crossed the Alps> ever ^ 
since the days of Joljus CiRS^r, who is said to' have first j ^ 
surmounted the stupendous barrier. ^^ 

This is now one of the easiest and most frequented passes 
into Italy, and it is practicable at all times of the year, 
though sometimes under drifts of snow through which the 
neighbouring peasants are constantly employed to ke^p the 
road open. ^ 

We had no sooner recovered from the fatigue we had 
undergone, than we set out on an excursion iuto the country 
of the Grisons. The first village of which, though but 
twelve miles distant, is so completely separated from Ander- 
mat b^ rocks and mountains piled upon one another, till 
they literally reach the clouds, that the inhabitants speak 
a different language, which preserves to this day a number 
of Latin words and phrases, received from their Roman con* 
querors, two thousand years ago. 

Frpm the top of a mountain on our way between snowy 
summits, rising like a boundless ocean, wave beyond wave, 
we had an interesting prospect of 

. Those hilly region^ where, embraced 
In peaceful valeB, the happy Grisons dwell,^ 

under the characteristic or endearing appellations of The 
grey Lea^e. The league of Ten Juriultctions, — or^ The 
JLeague of God's House. 

Such is here the transparent purity of the air, that the 
sky assumes a peculiar blue. Immense' glaciers^ glittered 
around us in sparkling sunshine, and from the nearest 
of them, we felt the wind so sharp and niercing, that we 
were insensible of fintigue, though we had oeen clambering 
for hours up frightful precipices. But my B had un- 
fortunately spramed her ancle, in endeavouring to spare 
her supporter, and before we cou^d rea<::h Tavetch in the 
valley of Sopra Selva, she was hardly able to lift her right 
foot irom the ground. 

At the inn, or rather ale-house, which was not distin- 
guished,-even by a bush, from the private houses of the 
village, we found a jolly Benedictine from the abbey of 
Dissentis, a lordly monastery, which has been destroyed by 
the French. He was a son of the family^ and now lived 

• Thomson. 

n 
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at home^ at hit ease, amusing himself occasionally with his 
beads and prayer book. 

In the dusk of the evening, the wires and daughters of 
the village collected together in a humbbe chapel, scarcely 
distinguishable from the neighbouring thatches, and began 
to chant even-song, with such penetrating fervour, that 1 
could not forbear to join the little congregation, and was 
surprised to find that there was no priest to direct their 
devotion, by the glimmering twilight of a single lamp. 

A few men attended in a corner, who joined m the 
responses with languid indifference, apparently between 
sleeping and waking. But the superior devotion of the 
gentle sex is nothing new, and perhaps the cause might be 
found in the difference of their constitutions, and mode of 
living. The active part for which men are fitted, and 
which they are obliged to take in the perplexing affairs of 
life, naturally absorbs the attention in a greater decree, 
than the tranquil round of female avocations, which how- 
ever necessary, or laborious in domestic economy, leave 
the miad more at liberty to dispose itself for the duties of 
religion. 

In this secluded valley, shaded by frowning ridges from 
the noon-day sun, trees degenerate into. bushes, and the 
little rye or barley that is only ripened with unremitting 
attention, must be dried rather by cold than heat, upon 
crossed poles, which raise the scanty harvest to the search^ 
ing winds. ; x 

On our return to Andermat, the weather became cold 
and rainy, and we gladly embraced the first opportut!kity to 
make our escape out of the uncomfortable valley, over 
which winter lowers in whelming fogs, eight or nine montha 
ef the year. 

A rough ascent of six or seven miles, during which we pass- 
ed at intervals through dripping clouds, which magnified 
the savage horrors of perpendicular precipices, and leaping 
cataracts, brought us to the shaggy summit of St. Gotbard^ 
or rather to the stony level (iOOO teet high, on which is the 
Hospice, surround by insulated crags of granite, the frag* 
xnents of a broken world, over which the friendly power of 
vegetation has never been able to spread its verdant mantle. 
We gladly left behind us the misty vapours from which 
the north side of- the mountain is seldom clear, and were 
rejoiced to find the weather brighten upon us>as we descend- 
ed into warmer climes, by a zig-^aeroacl, frequently overhang- 
ing tremendous precipices^ that form the bed of the Tessino, 
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a branch of the Po, which, wilh the sources of the Rbriie 
and the Rhone, here take tbeir rise within a clay's journey 
of each other. But we were now too much panic struck to 
philosophise upon their various course to distant oceans, for 

xny B was obliged by her sprain, to descend the stonv 

ladder on horse*back, and a single mis-step would have 
endangered her life. 
. We were glad to arrive with whole bones at Airolo, still 
in a Swiss bailliage, though in a different climate, wliere 
the people speak another language, in tones of harmony, 
to ears which had long been deafened with discordant dia- 
lects. 

Xhe remaining descent into the plains of Lombafdy by 
the Val Lavantin, is singularly romantic and picturesque; 
it has been in several places broken by art or nature through 
perpendicular ledges of rock, overhung with spiry larches 
and weeping birch. Now and then it winds round pro- 
digious masses of solid stone^ some of which bad been 
moulded .by the hfind of nature into the artificial forms of 
domes, pyf&mids, and amphitbeatresj gracefully enriched 
with pendant shrubbery, 

Beine no mineralogist, I cannot entertain you with 
physical disquisitions ' upon the nature of q]uartz> mica^ 
schorl, or feldrspar, with which these ridges abound, or 
give you a description of the various specimens of the pre* 
cious metals, which are found in the beds of the torrents ; ' 
but you will exquse .the defect, as mineralogy is little 
studied in America. There we have enough to do to clear 
the surface, withotit penetrating ioto the bowels of the 
earth. 

. Near Giornico, the place, where in 147S, six hundred 
Swiss repulsed with great slaughter, fifteen thousand Mila- 
nese, we met a French general officer, attended by his 
aid-'dQ«camp8, and a troop of horse ; and the citizen-c^eoe* 
ral saluted our party with all the urbanity of the old squcm)]^ 
notwithstanding the motley appearance of a cavalcade, part 
qf which was dismounted, and the rest ready to halt. 

Vegetation is here astonishingly luxuriant, the cbesnut 
trees in particular attaining a prodigious size. Plantations 
of hemp and flax overspread the plain, while grey convents 
and mossy cells, occupy, with appropriate seciupion, the 
neighbouring peaks. 

As the mlTey grew wider, the descent became less .diffi- 
cult, and being now no longer apprehensive for the safety 
of my B— — , who was by this time well-mounted, I di- 

n 2 
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rected our attendants to go on with the , baggage^ that we 
might loiter along, in our own way, refreshing ourselves^ 
at pleasure finder mantling vines, with which the road waa 
frequently overhung. 

After a while, however, the foot path'struck across a 
meadow, and the horse-way insensibly wound out of sight. 
In the mean time ni^ht came on, and the two ways met no 
more till they reached together the gates of Bellingona. 
There my impatient enquiries prodaced no intelligence of 
the solitary wanderer, and I hurried on to the inn, dis- 
tracted with apprehensions for the partner of my heart. 
Judce* of my happiness when I found her at the door, ex- 
'pectm^ my arrival, without anxiety, and less disposed than 
myself to reflect upon the inattention which had separated 
us for several miles in the recesses of art Alpine valley. 

The walls of Bellingona separate this beautiful valley 
from the plains of Italy, against which it is defended by 
the castles of the Regent Cantons, three keys, with which 
It was easy to lock up the Val Lavantina, when the dukes 
of Milan disputed the doubtful pretences of Uri, Schweitz^ 
and Unterwalden, to give laws beyond the Alps. 

The Tessino now runs right across a sandy plain, till it 
reaches the Laeo Maggiore, a broad and beautiful expanse 
of water, bordered by lofty mountains, whose dark sides 
are deeply shaded by vmeyards and chesnut groves, through 
which appear at intervals, the white fronts of towns and 
villas, reflected with undiminished brightness, in the crys-f 
t^l mirror of the lake. 

At the first fishing village we topk boat for the Borro- 
mean islands^ fondly hastening to exchange the dingy 
valley of Ui'seren^ for the verdant pacadise of the -Lago 
Maggiore. 

Isoia Bella, the first of theise celebrated islands^ came 
in view toward evening, as w^ turned a point of land, fea- 
thered to the waters* edge with aromatic shrubbery. The 
fairy vision seemed to rise out of the lake^ like an enchanted 
castle, flanked to the right and left with storied terraces, 
a^d long arcades. 

isola Madre soon appeared, at a little distance, and mo- 
destly unveiled its milder graces, elegantly skreened from 
the eye of day, by lattice work and curling vines. 

Attracted by the artificial splendour of Isola Bella, we 
landed at the foot of the palace, which, however, we did 
n5{t enter, as it were upon a nearer view, the forbidding 
aspect of partial dilapidation ; and impatiently rambling 
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over the measured islet, we vvoadered to find ourselves so 
soon weary of. pacing over its formal walks, and covered 
vistas, though they are lined with oranges and citrons, 
beiitiliug under the golden fruit, and bordered or terminated, 
with spouting fountains, and gigantic statuary. 

Behind this glittering prison, we beheld with commiser»* 
tion, a fishing village, the meagre inhabitants of wbicb 
appeared to us to have been crowded into the lake, to 
make room for an overgrown landlord to stretch bis legs ia 
three or four tinies in tlie year. 

We quitted these celebrated inlands wiiliout regret, and 
stopped for the ai^bt at a neighbourms town, where we 
had the next morning in an extravagant bill, the first gross 
specimens of Italian imposition, which I have siQce learned 
to dispute, bj^ dint of practice. 

Here, however, having left the mountains behind u«, 
we again saw the sun rise upon a distant horison, accoai->. 
panied with the brilliant colouring of an Italian sky. 

We found that we had quitted the protection of the hero 
Tell, for the mediation of St. Anthony, of Padua; and we 
passed, in prosecuting our voyage to Sesto, a bronze statue 
of San Carlo Boromeo, tall enough to serve for a steeple 
to a seminary of priests, founded by him at Arona, the place 
of his nativity. The munificent nephew of Pius the Fourth, 
does not appear to have been troubled with the squeamish 
idea of the man of Ro^s, 

Who builds a church to God, and not to fame. 
Will never mark the imarble with his naine«* 

I recollect nothing more interesting till we reached Mi* 
Ian ; in the low grounds, about which a great deal of rice 
is raised, some parts pf them are said to be not less than 
eighty feet below the surface of the Lago Maggiore ; they 
can therefore be watered at. pleasure, like the savanahs of 
Louisiana ; and the grass produced by this profuse irri- 
gation is said to be cut as often as five or six times in a* 
year. 

Milan is a large and populous town, but not very plea* 
sant to a stranger, from the lowness of its situation, and the' 
narrowness and dampness of its streets. 

•It was often, however, the temporary residence of the 
Roman emperors, when in the decline of the empire, they 

* pop«. : • 
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found it necessary to defend their frontiers from the in- 
cursions of the Barbarians. In one of the streets may. still 
be seen a Doric colonnade, of Roman antiquity ; and iu the 
church of St. Ambrose, the antiquatedchoir is yet inclosed 
by the identical bronze gates, which_M€ Ao/y lather is said 
to have shut with indignation in the face of the emperor 
Theodosiu9> on account of the massacre at Thessalonica. 

In the refectory of the convent of Santa Maria della 
Gracie is the celebrated Last Supper, of Leonardo da Vinci, 
much damaged by time, probably more by injudicious re- 
pairs ; here is not now a single fine head in the groupe ; 
and, among the twelve communicants, you are ready to 
suspect hay' a dozen Judas's instead of one.-^A story goes, 
that the painter, provoked by the parsimony of the prior, put 
him down for the disciple that carried the bag. 

The cathedral of Milan is ah immense pile of Gothic ar- 
chitecture, executed at an incredible expence in white 
marble. It was begun about four hundrj^d years ago, but 
the front of it is still unfinished, though the building has 
been richly endowed with posthumous donationsv and large 
sums were annually expended on it, until the Revolution, 
by the devout House of Austria. 

The sides of this superb edifice are ornamented with an 
amazirtg number of statues — how many I shall not suy, as I 
dijd not count them ; and wonders of that nature are too 
generally exaggerated to be taken on report. Suffice it that 
the steeple has been completely finished in the richest open 
work. Figured buttresses and storied pinnacles support, 
or seem to support a spiral stair-case, which terminates in 
a cone. It is surmounted by a colossal statue of the Virgin 
Mary, at the fopt of which there is a boundless prospect 
of the plains of Lombardy, from the Alps to the Apen- 
nines. 

The interior of this majestic^edifice is strikingly Impres- 
sive of religious veneration. Its dark and lofty arcades are 
drawn into undistinguishable length by five dim aisles. 
They open into the secluded choir, embowed with ribbed 
arches and clustered columns, between which painted win- 
dows of prodigious magnitude are scarcely penetrated by 
rays of coloured light, sufficiently to render visible'scdrlet 
l^anopies and* painted banners, suspended in the dusky air. 

Beneath the high altar is an open stairway, descending 
to ft subtefRaneous chapel, in which is deposited in a chrys* 
tal slirine the body of San Carlo> and the history of the 
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Saint was once narrated upon the walls in bas-reliefs of 
solid silver. 

Returning to the twilight of the nave, its twinkling lamps 
serve but to ma.ke darhiess visible, and the long arcades, 
dripping witb the dampness of a vaultj reverberate the 
solitary footstep, or the slamming door. 

I leave you to conceive the effect of a Te Deum chaunted, 
at the command of the conqueror, within the. chilling re* 
cesses of such a catacomb/ when the battle of Marengo ha4 
consigned twenty thousand of his fellow-creatui^s to an oa- 
timely grave. 



LETl^ER V, 



A bird's eye view of SWITZERLAND. 

JliAVlNG traversed on foot the greatest part of Switase** 
land, the prominent features of that rpmantic country have 
left an impression on my imagination that can never be 
obliterated, however faintly I may trace the majestic out* 
lines in a bird's-eye view, which I cannot forbear attempt* 
ing to portray* . 

Ascending then to the necessary elevation in the pendant 
cradle of an air balloon, since the discoveries of Montgol* 
fier have enabled the moderns to realize the fabled flights 
of antiquity, the thirteen cantons of the Swiss confederacy, 
extending two hundred miles from east to west, and a hun- 
dred and thirty from north to south, would lie at the feet 
of a.soaring aeronaut, who mi^it look down with ease and 
safety upon the tremendous precipices of Der Schreckhora 
(the peak of terror) surrounded at unequal distances by 
spiral protuberances of solid granite, whose perpendictilar 
• strata would be seen to rise out of a troubled ocean of sooir 
and ice, in the shape of battered pyramids, and broken 
obelisks^ how whelmed in clouds, reverberating thunder, 
now penetrating, in unbroken silence, tbe ambient air* 

Far beneath these stupendous crags would be seen, at 
intervals, green vales and azure lakes, studded with towns 
and villages, whose slender spiracles plated with tin^ would 
glitter in the sua, while the mountain torrent, or tbe path-' 
way of the heath, would shew a sti^ak of silver, cmirsiog^ 
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the winding valley^ or traversing, with fnaiked direction^ 
the extended plain. 

The lake oi Constance would limit the fairy scene on 
the north-east, and on the south-west the lucid cre$ce/)t 
which reoeives the Rhone from the Pais de Vallais, and 
imperceptibly conveys it by Ijaosanne (the calm retirement 
in which Gibbon contemplated the decay of empires) to 
pierce the walls of Geneva^ and join the torrent of the 
Arve. 

Ont he north, the green cnrrent of the Rhine, like the 
coloured pencilling of a map, would mark the confines of 
Germany ; on the west the blue ridge of Mount Jura \^ou1d 
distinguish it from' France^ and on the south from Italy^ the 
long chain of Alpine summits whitened with ice and snow. 

Among the central peaks of St. Gothard would be seen 
to issue from transparent glaciers the Rhine, the Rbone^ 
and a source of the Po, descending in bright cascades to 
irrigate the plains of Europe, and empty themselves into 
the Atlantac, the Mediterranean, or the Adriatic Gulph, 

In the heart of this chaos of rocks and woods, in who<^e 
profound recesses hardy swains, descended from aboriginal 
moontatneers, had quietly submitted to the German yoke 
ever since the decline of the Roman empire, in the year 
cne thousand three hundred and eight. Werner de Stauf- 
facen of Schweitz, Walter Furst of Uri, and Arnold de 
Melchthal of Unterwalden, a patriotic triumvirate, devised 
and effected the independence of their country, by expel- 
ling the proconsular tyrants, whose growing impositions 
had at length become insupportable. 

The Emperor Albert, then reigning, was assassinated by 
bis own nephew, John of Hapsburg, as he was preparing 
to quell the insurrection, and the insurgents had gathered 
such strength by the time that Leopold, duke of Austria, 
marched against the confederated cantons, in 13)5, th^t 
thirteen hundred Swiss .defended the pass of Morgasten 
against twenty thousand Austrian^, and repulsed the in- 
vaders with dreadful slaughter. 

The cantons of Uri, Schweitz, and Unterwalden, now 
contracted a perpetual alliance, that became th^ foundation 
of the Helvetic confederacy, which was successively ac- 
ceded to, for mutual defence, by the neighbouring cantons 
of Zurich, Glarus^ Zug, Berne, Lucerne, Friburgh, So*- 
leure, Schaffhausen, Basil, and Appenzel. A motley in- 
termixture of aristocratic and democratic republics, which 
maintained their independence, and preserved inviolate the 
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advantages ; and the defects of their antiquated constitu- 
tions, till the compact of five hundred years was dissolved 
in a moment by the seducing professions of a modern de« 
inocracy, to whose gigantic empire the Swiss cantons no^ 
form au insignificant appendage. 

Yet a free and equal citizen of the American re'publiCi 
whether naturalized 6r native born^ can s^e but little to 
regret in the exchange of a despotic oligarchy, for a foreign 
dictator, of oppressive prescriptions, for forced loans, of 
national independence, for individual emancipation. 

The narrow policy of Swiss republicanism; perhaps the 
natural defect of popular constitutions;^ formed when the 
principles of liberty were little understood, even by the 
people themselves, confined the privileges of burghersfhip 
to a few families, excluding all others, natives as well as 
strangers, not merely from the honorary claim of electing', 
or being elected, to places of trust or profit, bat from the 
essential rights of buying and selling,, of establishing a 
manufactory, or exercising a handicraft.* 

In some placies a new citizen had not been admitted 
within a hundred and fifty ye,ai3, and a candidate must 
have then resided in the place at least ten ; if he watf a i^a- 
tive of another canton, twenty; but if a foreigner, the 
qualifying^ period was again doubled, and hd was obliged to 
pay double the usual fine upon adbission^ In others, ^hen 
the rights of citizenship had been purchased at a great ex^* 
pence, it was only to the third generation that th^ faring 
clause accorded the privileges of eligibility to any omce in 
the atate. 

Yet under the ancient system, with dll its clefects, tlie 
patient Swiss were, remarkable for that love of couhtry 
which is observed to l^e most powerful in those partar of thfe 
world that have a strongly marked or peculiar cnaractcr, to 
which the youthful imagination irresistibly attlicbe| ihb 
jgrowing passions. 

^ Thus a poetic traveller has observed, with equal truth and 
beauty of the Swiss peizsant^ struggling with innuiiferable 
hardships, 

* In America, the love of equal fieedovi has carried th* liberal frkiii^s 
of oar constitutioos to the opposite extrente* The rapid Snfliix of foreigner^, 
admiued almost witUout restriction to every privilege of citizenship, may 
imperceptibly alienate the public councils, as well as the ndtipnal niannera 
of our peaceful country. 

SWITZERIiANP.J E 
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t>ear is that shed to whicli his soul conforms, 
And dear that hill which lifts him to the storms.* 

Such accordingly was the patriotic emotion which a fa- 
niJli<ir> called the Rata des vaches, never failed to excite 
in the breasts >of Swiss troops in foreign service, that the 
Milk Maid's Carol was forbidden under the several penal- 
ties, as being sure to produce among them discontent or 
des^tipns. 

Switzerland is a triangular rock in the centre of Europe, 
inhabited by two millions of moral and industrious people, 
catholic or protestant, according to the boundaries ^)f their 
canton, and speaking as their national language, German; 
French, or Italian, according to the frontier they approxi- 
mate. 

It includes, at different degrees of elevation, the tempe- 
rature of every climate, from the frozen circle to the burn- 
ing zone, and the delighted naturalist may there Irace, in 
the succession of a morning walk, the various prodnctions 
of Italy, Germany, and Lapland. 

An ekvation of thirty fathoms is equal to a degree of 
distance from the equator. At twelve or thirteen hundred 
fathoms (seven or eight thousand feet) you experience thte 
/rigidity of the eightieth degree of north latitude, and at 
nine thousand feet above the level of the sea, snow rarely 
inelts,^ even in the height of summer, a degree of cold 
ID which nothing will vegetate but mosses and lichens. 

Yet the general impression perceived by those who 
ascend the higher mountains is an unknown? facility in 
breathing, a lightness of body, and a serenity of mind. 
The air is felt to be ipore pure' and subtile, and meditation 
there enjoys a degree of sensibility approaching tranquif 
rapture. 

Mont Blanc, and several other summits of the great 
chain of the Alps,, are fifteen. thousand feet high, and may 
, be considered as the highest mountains in the old world, 
since they considerably^ exceed the elevation of Mount 
Etna and the Peak of Teneriffe, but they yield the prece- 
dence, without dispute to Chimberazzo, in South, America, 
which is at least twenty thousand feet, or four miles, in per- 
pendicular altitude, and whose fri'gid summit has never 
been attained by the boldest adventurers. It is, perhaps^ 
for ever inaccessible to the researches of philosophy, since 
the h4!kman frxune is incapable of supporting the rarefoctioft 
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of the atmosphere at a much smaller elevation than that of 
thesummits of the Andes. > 

We are informed by a scientific observer, that fossil shells, 
and, other marine petrefactions, are found in the Alps and 
Pyrenees, as high as nine thousand feet ^bove the level of 
the sea. Beyond these secondary mountains ride naked 
rocks, which contain nothing but the simplest aggregations 
of mineral substances, and would therefore appear to have 
emerged from the waters bofore jhe creation of the aquatic 
tribes. 

The crags of Switzerland abound with rock crystal, 
which is industriously collected by the peasants to orna- . 
ment^the cabinets of the curious, and mines of iron and 
quarried of rock salt ai^e worked in diiierent vallies for 
foreign and domestic consumption. 

' The lakes teem with fish, particularly trout, which have 
been sometimes caught weighing forty or fifty pounds. 
- Goats browze upon the edge of the precipices, and their 
picturesque forms are seen to follow each other, Indiaa 
file, up and down the loftiest crags. 

But the cultivation of the farmaceous grains is here of 
such uncertain' product, that public granaries are establish- 
ed in every town, in which a stock of corn is regularly 
supplied by France and Holland, under express treaties 
stipulating a certain number of soldiers to be annually 
raised out of the surplus population of a country that is not 
capable of supporting the natural increase of its inha* 
bitants. 

The staple commodity of Switzerland is horned cattle ; j 
for a rocky pasturage encircles the very foot of the glaciers, ' 
and descends with increasing luxuriance into the shady 
vales, watered by translucent rivulets, which, flowing from 
icy sources, are then most plentiful ^'hen the neighbour- 
ing plains are parched with heat apd drought. 

But the limpid spring is often impregnated with tufts, 
whose tendency to concrete among the glands of the neck, 
aided perhaps by the concentrated heat and stagnant eva- 
poration of narrow vallies, frequently produces wenny pro- 
tuberances, and sometimes mental imbecility. Now and 
then thundering avalanches break without warning from 
over-hanging crows, and bury at once, beneath hills of 
snow, the tranquil cottage, and the crystal stream. « 

These* however, are rare calamities: they must not be 
supposfi4 ^^ hinder the current of common life from gliding \ 
smoothly along the vale of domestic felicity^ since misery 
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is an intruding beldame, whose prouiinent features fi)rce 
themselves upon the sight, while happiness^ like a retiriug 
maiden, must be courted tp be seen. 



LETIER VI, 



jaURNEY FROM MILAN TO FLORENCE, ACROSS THE 

APENNINiSS. 

X RAVELLING in Italy may be performed by post, % 
Toiture, or by procache ; but this alternative, apparently 
so liberal, is nothing more than a choice of difficulties. By 
post yon must have your own carriage, and put yourself 
under the direction of a travelling lacquey. By voiturq 
you must ta|ce up with chance company, and be content to 
creep forward at the rate of three miles ah iiour. By pro- 
^'ache you n^ust he tri^iled along in a strins of coaches till 
you reach fixed stages, though you should drive every night 
till bed-time, and turn out every morning before day, fret- 
ted with scjanty £are and sordid lodging. In your own 
i^arriage, as in that of the vettorino, you run the risk of 
i^oblj^ery and assasinacion^ au inconvenience from which you 
are secured in the caravan of the procache by a guard of 
soldiers, allotted by the feeble government of Italy ^or the 
protection of publiic stages. 

For those who do not speak Italian, and are not in haste, 
t))e. vQij:or& is tbp least exceptionable conveyance of the 
three^ since the advantage of an interpreter upon the road, 
and A paymaster at the inns, fully compensates an unprac- 
tised stranger for the tedium of delay. 

The voiture is a clumsy coach drawn by three mules, and 
jponducted by a vettorino, who rides, post upop one of them. 
They ply for travellers at the principal inns, and set out 
from town to town, as often as four seats are engagedj the 
vettorino furnishing every night a $upper and a bed* 

Tp avoid the importunacy of indinerent company, and at 
tjie same time to spare ourselves the necessity of disputing 
the ground^ inch by inch, with innrkeepers and post-boys, 
M^e took a voiture to ourselves for JBolpgna, at the foot of 
the Apennines. 

An Italian y^tiorino, faawevef, only tipdortakes to guard 
you from the impositions of other»-?-his owa are not ixh 
plu4ed in the convenient ejceiiiptio]|« 
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Accordingly, at tli0 moment of setting forward, vihWt I 
Was discharging the extravagiint bill of the landlord, and 
satisfying the expectations of ihe till tlien inattentive 
waiters, our r/viY coachman ushered in without cei*emony a 
Dominican friar, in the weeds of his order, and asked my 
consent to his going along with us ; pot as you may sup* 
pose on condition of paying me for his seat, but that Ae 
(JioJiest fellow) might be paid for it over again, at the ex- 
pence of that very convenience for which 1 bad expressly 
stipulated. 

It grieved me to the heart to deny the good father, who 
urged his suit with a humility becoming his profession ; biit 
my mind was made up before he opened his plea, and I 
insisted upon my bargain to have the carriage to ourselves* 

Quitting Milan the ^3d of September, we bad the plea- 
sure of beholding the plains of Lombardy clothed in tbeir 
autumnal livery. The fields of grain, or grass, were striped 
with those beautiful poplars lately introduced into America 
hy a patriotic traveller,'* and embroidered with grape vines, 
which, as in the days of Virs^il, buns in ^ay festoons frooi 
tree to tree, and gracefully clisplayed their purple clusters 
under half concealing foliage. 

Toward evening we crossed the bridge of Lodi, famous 
in the anuals pf the war for one of the early victories of the 
conqueror of Italy. 

The rich meadows in the nei8:Lbourhood are watered by 
sluices,, and usually mowed four times in a year. The 
i^uQQiber of cows kept in this little province is estimated at 
thirty thousand ; and the cheeses made here are reckoned 
the best of the Parmesan, tl^ougb much of it is made about 
Paviaj and in the Miia;j^ese. 

Nejit mornipg we contjt)u^4 our route toward Paripa^ 
amid rows pf elips, ajde.rs^ ^uA maple^^ planted by the hu9r 
Wndtp«» f^x ikk %uppqn, qf clpatering vin^s. 

This^ bowevi^r:; JP the only beauty gf this, part of ItaJy, 
though it i& df^vribed by Tacitqik as 

Florenttsshnum luiUce Ifttus^f 

for ni>tbing iot^^rrnpts the tediou$ sameness of an eodlesn 
plpifl, and bounded bori;wn> buj. the ^tony beds of rivers or: 
rivulets — in summer rolling two or three muddy streau)^ 
a)opg tbf wide-spi^ad devwt^tioa ^f their wintry pvof- 

• yif^ H.,.. i>. Esq* 

t Tbe most floariahiDg sick of Italy: 
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These yoa get over, as well as yoa can, it being difficaU 
to keep up bridges under such unfavourble circumstances^ 
as the massy oiins of Roman causeways abundantly testify. 
Modern Italians rest satisfied with the proof, and leave the 
affrighted traveller to be whirled over the Po by ragged 
rudiuns, or swamped among its wandering branches, for 
wantl>f a guide post to point out the shifting fords. 
-According to the poets, Phaeton was precipitated into the 
Po, and his disconsolate sisters were changed into the 
poplar, or the wee{)ing willows, which ever since adorn its 
banks. 

Entering 4he duchy of Parma at Placenlia, the roads 
improve as you approach the capital, and the country ap- 
pears thickly settled with industrious peasantry. 

This is a healthy as well as a plentiful country, famous 
e.veh in the days of Pliny for the longevity of its peaceful 
inhabitants, among whom he mentions three persons of a 
hundred and forty. 

At Placentia began the Via -Slmilia, which extended to 
Rimini on the Adriatic. 

Here we met a train of six or seven coaches drawn, like 
our own, by mules, ornamented with towering collar-pieces, 
fhiring with tinsel, and jingling with bells. They contained 
the travelling domestics of the new-made king of Etruria,. 
returning to Spain by this circuitous route. 

The duke of Parma Is suffered to preserve his dominions, 
whilst all' around him crouches under the ascendency of 
France, in favour of his affinity to the crown of Spain, 
the tributary ally of La gra fide Nation. 

The connexion is of that degree of consanguinity, com- 
mon in the royal families of Spain and Portugal, although 
forbidden by the canons of the church. If I mis.take not 
the mixed relationship, the present king married the sister 
of the present duke, and the duke's son, now by the grace 
of Bonaparte, king of Etruria, married, the king's daughter. 
Near the town we met four monks, big and burly, in the 
habit of their order, taking the air in^the duke's coach, 
and the sentinels who demanded our passports at the gate, 
were dressed in white, the Bourbon uniform, and wore 
their hair in clubs and powder^ instead of the sam-culotte 
crop. 

The city of Parma is well built and agreeably situated on 
both sides of a little river which bears its name, and may 
contain fifty thousand piBople, with an appearance of opu- 
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ktice and splendour^ hardly to be expected in so small a 
•npital. 

The ducal palace^ a little without the town, scarcely 
excels the mansioti house of an English gentleman. The 
cathedral is vast and gloomy, and the lust Judgment, of 
Coreggio, is fading from the walls. The wooden theatre, 
reraarkahlefor its distribution of sounds, is out of use and 
falling to ruin. But in the ancient church of St. Baptiste, 
is a baptismal font, so large, that it was probably constructed 
for plenary immersion, before the convenient substitution 
took place of sprinkling with water, in the iniatory cere- 
mony of baptism. 

At Reggio you enter the territories of the late duchy of 
Modena, annihilated by the powerful wand of the Cor- 
sican magician. 

Its capital^, now a secondary town of the Cisalpine 
republic, is a large city, but its streets have a gloomy 
appearance, from the iron gates before the windows of the 
ground-floors, and the melancholy dress of the wonien^ 
who look as if they were all clad in widow's weeds/ with 
their long black cloaks and hoods. 

In the neighbourhood are frequently dug up shells and 
sea-weed, together with branches and trunks of trees — 
sometimes pavements of streets, and walls of houses, ap- 
parently coeval remains of incalculable convulsions. 

The road was thronged when we entered the town, with 
trains of ox-carts, taking the new wine to market^ and 
store houses. The whole country, as far as Bologna, (an 
appendage of the papacy, till it was also touched by the Cir-^ 
eean wand, and became a fief to the new republic), ^x* 
hibited but one continued scene of in-gatnering and 
inerry -making, the blessful concomitants of a plenteous vin- 
tage. 

Bologna is a large city of a gloomy appearance, from the 
fronts of the houses being built upon arcades. Its 
numerous population is generally employed in the manu* 
facture of silks and velvets. 

The cathedral, a modern structure, is elegantly finished 
within and without, and for the nocth of Italy it is pecu- 
liarly rich in marble decorations. It was also* once adorned 
with the exquisite paintings of the Lpmbard school, Bologna 
havinff been the birth-place of the JCaraccis, Guido, Do* 
menichino, and other eminent painters, who had enriclted 
their native city, with many of their admirably productions. 
But the ancient colleciioiis in this part of Italy^ liave been 



40 THATBLB THBOtTGH 

•o tlirnned by Parisian reqnisitionsy that 1 have generally 
spared myseU' the mortification and disappointment^ which 
aigbt attend an enquiry tor what is no longer to be found. 
Yet in the tribune of the cathedral of Ik>logna^ may 
still be seen the annnociation of the angel Gabriel to the 
Virgin of the house oF David^ the last flight of the expiring 
genius of Lodovico Caracci. ~ 

In the yenr 1529, ^he emperor Charles the Fifth waf 
crowned king of Lombardy by pope Clement the Seventh, 
tvithin the gloom}' walls of the ciiurch of St. Petroniiis, a 
gothic edifice, which has been erected ne!ar the tow^i-house, 
that the patron saint tnight be at hand for the protection of 
the government. In il is an old wooden image of the tute- 
lary divinity, before which a glimmering, lamp is kept con- 
tinually burning, although on the floor beneath is traced in 
brass and marble, the meridian line oF Cassini> which from 
June to January marks the point of mid-day. 

The front of this vast pile, like those of many other 
Italfan churches, is still unfinished, possibly because the 
intended incrustation was too costly to be executed ; but 
more probably, because it has been found convcmient to 
preserve a constant object for the contributions of the de- 
vout. 

In the square before it, is a magnificent fountain, with a 
colossal statue of Neptune, a celebrated work of Giovanni 
di Ik^logna, another son of the plaee^ in the happiest period 
of the arts. 

Without the walls there is a convent on the top of a moun- 
tain, which* boasts a miraculous image, one of the Ma- 
donas of St. Luke. A covered passage leads to it from 
the gates of the town, said to be three miles in length. 

We ascended this gallery the day afker our arrival, no- 
ticing as we passed, the pious individuals and Ao/y frater- 
nities, who had purchased the privilege of -inscribing their 
QatBes. for the veneration of posterity, by erecting one or 
more. of itsJnnomerable aroades. 

From the windows of the convent, the fathers enjoy an 
Unbounded prospect of the plains of Lombardy, sprinkled 
with villages and towns, asid a view of the rising hillocks of 
the Apennines, here exactly resembling the waves of a 
doubted sea> suddenly transfixed and motionless. 

Ne3(t morning, a new vettorino, with whom I badniade 
the customary a^reeoreiit, without stipulating to have the 
carriage to ourselves, called us up before daylight to set 
<Kit.fbr FJweiuse; 



We were swn ready, «nd hapf»y to find bnt one person 
m the voiture^ with' whom we conversed familrntrly till d«yt 
break. Judge of our surprise \fhen we perceived it wiis 
the very monk to whom I had so ungraciously refused a _ 
passage from Mvlan. 

I excused the unfavourable circuiti stance?, as well as I 
could, and the meek religious declared himself satisfied with 
my reasons, though he had suffeted by them «eve**ely, 
having fallen among a company of French players, with 
whom he had been kept shut up all day, and almost all 
night, ever since. 

We novr however jogged along together upon Hie most 
friendly terms imaginable. Wheb me chose to i^fresh our* 
selves upon the road, the father was spokesman and pa}'- 
master, and when he in his corner muttered over a prayet 
book, or bowed to the right and left to the Blessed Virgin,* 
or the sign of the cross, we never interniptied his devotions j 
though 1 could not but remark, that he Was hiiiiselF almost 
wearied with their frequency, atid' would actually spare 
himself the trouble of saluting whenever the sacred images 
had been defaced by accident or design. 

This disciple of St, Dominic was an elderly man. He 

spoke French indifferently, and had once, he told us, obtained 

a smattering of English^ but he had almost forgotten super-^ 

fieial learning, since he had devoted himself to the prof ounder 

studi/ of theology. 

. He was now gping to Rome to fill a professor's chair, jo 
a college of his order; and Jie shewed us in the simplicity 
of his neart, a purse of gold which his friends h^d forced 
tipon him on his leaving the convent in which he had beea 
linatr) ciliated. — More money, he said^ thari ever he add been 
master of before. 

We ascended the Apennines by a circuitous route, and 
were surprised to find towns, villages,* and even cultivated 
fields to their very summits, though their general fitjypear- 
ance is as dreary and desolate as that of tbe hi^h lands ojf 
Scothind, such is iht genial influence of ilie iwn in a waroi ' 
climate even upon an ungrateful soil. . * 

From One eminence th6r^' is ai casual glimpse of tni 
gulph of Ancoha, upon the distant Adriatic* 

Early in the afternoon of the second day, we had a view 
of Florence, and the neighbouring towns and villages, so 
thickly strewed in the delightful vale 9f Afno, gaily inter-* 
spersed with white houses, fields/ and woods, among wbidU 
winds the meandering rivQr^as far %» the eye can r<i^ch« 
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But this was a transient view, we lost aghfc of it as we 
descended to Fiesol6, the classic eminence celebrated by 
Milton^ when comparing the shield of Satan to the mooD, 



whose orb, 



Through optic glass, the Tuscan artist views, 
At evening from the top of Fiesole, Valdaruo, 
Or in Valdarno, to descry new lands, 
Rivers, or mountains, on her spotly globe. 

Here, too, a solitary mule-path invites the zealous or 
romantic pilgrim to visit the secluded valley, occupied a 
thousand years by the votaries of St. Benedict, frpm whose 
chesnut groves the British Homer so happily illustrates the 
multitude of the fallen angels stretched on the banks ot 

111 ' * 



Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
In Valombrosa, where the Etrurian shades, 
High over-arch'd embower. — -: —  

We entered Florence by the triumphal arch erected in 
honour of the Austrian family, and took some pains to 
find a lodging to our minds, as we intended to st^y several 
days in so interesting a place. 

Our catholic companion, expecting to be accomodated 
bythe brotherhood of St. Dominic, desired the vettorino 
to set him. down at the convent of St. Mark. There ac- 
cordingly his trunk was taken off, and they both disappeared 
for some time in the cloisters of the monastery, when to our 
great surprise, out again came our meek religious, bag and 
^aggag^j with two or three ill-looking friars at his heels. 
One of them particularly pursey and ill-favoured, seemed 
to be rating at the vettorino for bringins the brother there, 
and our poor monk got quietly into the coach again, mildly 
telling us that he could not lodge there, but that^/<cre Kas 
another convent of his order, where he hoped to be taken in. 

Here, as hospitality would have it, there was room for 
a stranger and we finally separated with mutuargood- 
wishes-^perhaps with mutual good-will— nothwithstanding 
ine aversion of his order to incoirigible schismatics. 
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DESCRIPTION OF FLORENCE. — THE DUCAL GALLERY^ &C. 

J. HE inorning after our arrival^ we rambled over this 
beautiful town^ which is not unjustly denominated jF/o* 
rence the Fair. The streets are paved with flat stone from 
side to side^ (like those courts of the city of Bath^ wbfch 
are designed to exclude the rattle of coaches^ for the tran- 
quillity of invalids)^ the houses are built in a good taste^ 
and most of the palaces front each other on both sides of 
the Arno^ over which are thrown several fine bridges. 
One of them looks gay with the statues of the seasons^ and 
another exhibits cycloidal arches^ constructed byAmma^ 
sati. 

The banks of the riv^r are one continued quay, unob- 
structed by the stir of commerce, (for Leghorn is the port 
of Tuscany,) yet enlivened with the pursuits of pomp and 
pleasure^ which create a continual drive upon the three 
bridges, as the ducal, now royal, palace, is on the least 
populous side of the river. 

The squares are ornamented with fountains and obelisks, 
and th€ public walks are extensive and well designed. One 
of them IS beautifully traced upon the borders of the Arqo. 

The old ducal palace or palaz^so vecchio is interesting 
to curiosity, from the long residence of the Medicis, those 
c'elebrated patrons of the fine arts, which were first revived 
at Florence by artists invited over from Greece, soon after 
the excursions of the crusades had given the rising nations 
of Europe a taste for the luxuries of the east. The gloomy 
edifice was erected by Arnolfo, the disciple of Cimabue> 
in the thirteenth century, that equivocal period, when su- 

Eerstition and ferocity were so strangely blended. It is a 
eavy structure, immensely high, crowned with a square 
tower, the projecting quoins at the top of which make it 
look dangerously top-heavy from below. In it is preserved 
the original copy of the Pandects of Justinian, discovered 
at Amalphi in the year 1 137. 

At the great door are two gigantic groupes, David slay- 
ing CJoliab, and some other bloody story, the subject of 
which I have forgotten ; but I shall not easily forget the 
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chilling impression made by the dark and ms^ssy hall> over 
which are now held the courts of justice^ so pften ia the 
old countries teeming with deeds of horror. . 

Another side of the court is formed by the celebrated 
Loggia, an arcade of three arches, in one of which is placed 
the famous master-piece of Benevenuto Cellint Perseus 
standing over the bleeding carcass, of Afedusa^, holds aloft 
by the hair, in his Ipft band, the head which he has just 
©eye^-ed from the body, ^ith the swprd which, he grasps In 
his right. In another stands the Judith and Holofernes of 
Donatello. In the Uiird Giovanni di Bologna has repre- 
sented with equal spirit, thg Rape of ^.Sabine Virgin by a 
Homan warrior. 

A moralist Cannot but regret that the finest talents 
should be thus employed in perpetuating acts of violence 
arid cruelty; but suph is the fatality of statuary, tha( it is 
^ifBcult 16 invent a harmless circumstance, that ^an be 
accompanied with the degree of action, whicl\ is necessary, 
to animate a groupe. 

On Gine side of the square i? an eq^estrijan statue of 
Cosmo the fitrst, by Giovanni di Bologna. 

Double corridors form a street to the l^ft of the palace* 
ppenin^ upon the riyer by arcades. Over these; is carrie^. 
the oelebiated gallery, Vhich communicated with the 
palace, when it was inhabited by the grand duke, by means 
pf an arch thrown over the intermediate street. 

You enter it from th^ court by long flights of steps, by. 
T^rhich you ascend to the upper story of the building, a^d. 
approach the long corridors through a double apti-chamber, 
10 tbefirs^ cube of which are ten biista of the Medicean-. 
princes. In the secom^ is a hors^ and a wild boar, both, 
ahtiques ; and over the door is a bust of Leopold, the ikst 
grand d«ke of the Austrian family, who afterward ascendr 
cd the imperial throne.. 

In the first wing of the corridors are. antique statues and. 
larcophaguses, with busts of almost all the Roman emperors. 

In the S'l^cond, which commands si pleasing view of tbjR, 
river, the principal objects^ worth notice, are a Venus.sittilig, 
in ^ sh^U, at^d a Torso, or mutilated ^tatucj, of exquisit;^ wotI;«?' 
inanship. •- . ^ 

In the third, you observe a Morpheus in touch stone;, ai^cj, 
acopy of the Ladcoon. 

Tne.size and proportions of this famous gallery are far 
from answering the elevated idea generally entertained^ of 
»;H na^gmficeuce. Iti^ both low and narrow fgx iU lengthy. 
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and the master pieces of painting and sculpturey with which 
it i$ Hoiedj are degraded by an endl^is row of uninte resit n^g 
portraits. . < 

It now however shews to disadvantage^ having been 
first stripped by the abdicated grand Duke himself of the 
celebrated Venas, ajid other objects esteemed most valuable 
(to place them in safety ivt Palermo) and afterward deci* 
mated for the gallery of Paris, at the will of the conqueror 
of Italy, 

Yet a suit of twenty cabinets still includes immenise nntn* 
bers of ancient and modern curiosities^ suitably arranged. 

The first of these contains, or did contain, for I did not 
allow myself time enough at Florence, on my way to Rome, 
to examiue them all, the celebrated bust of Alexander the 
Great, those of Junius Brutus, of Tullius Cicero, and a 
statue of the Genio delta Morte, not as the scare-crow of the 
nurse, or the schoolmistress, but as the angel of death, that 
(in the^ figures of Gibbon) expects the conqueror in the 
field of victory. 

In the second cabinet, among many other objects, for I 
should tire myself and my readers, if I were to particularise 
them all, are two busts of Seneca. 

In the third, is a head of Medusa, by Leonardo da Vincij^ 
with portraits of Dante and Petrarch. 

In the fourth, called the Tribune, was OBoe placed the 
Venus de M^edicis, '* the stat-ue," says Thomson, " that 
enchants the world." Around it were an Apollo, a dancing 
Fawn, the Wrestlers, and the listening Slave; atwi the sur- 
lounding walls were hung with all the graces of the Italian 
penciV. There was a Virgin of Guido, a Holy Family of 
jVIichael Aneelo, anothecof Correggio, pope Julius II, by 
fiapbael, a Venus by .Titian, and other admirable produo- 
tioos.of Mantegna« Perrigino, Da Vinci, Del Sarto, Guer- 
f^ino, Domenchi no,. Rubens, and Vandyke. 

In the fifths ai!e;several sLeiiches, and some finished pieces^ 
o£ Sabrator Iiot8a.> 

In thft sixth w€ce a number of paintings of' the* Dutch' 
school, such as Peasants at tabte by Van Mieris, a Candle* 
iigbl^pieee by Van ;Ostade<y and two other homely scenes by 
Geracd Dow* This: low-lived scenery m«ist have forn^ed a 
sirikiog contrast. to the ^teivated productions of the Italtai» 
sehi9ol« '^ The one/' it hasrbeen well said^ '^ aimed atsur* 
** passing nature, the other at debasing it." 

In til etseveathwere^ arranged Flemish and Grermaa pro« 
dnelio&fi^by I^eeffiK^ Teoiers,; Rubens^ and Vandyke* 
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In ihe-eightlii those of the i4ench school, such as battles 
by BodrguigaoD, a history by PoussId, a hmdscape by his 
brother, &c. 

* In the ninth are preserved vases, bronze fignres, small 
cohiinus of marble, Jtk^c. &c. 

In the tenth and eleventh, portraits of eminent painters, 
chiefly drawn by themselves. 

in the twelfth,^ statues, busts, inscriptions, &c. 

In the tbirteeuth, paintings. 
. [n the fourteenth, tlie famous Groupe of Niobcf and her 
Children struck with lightning. 

In the fifteenth, Grecian Vases, and Votive Offerings. 

In the sixteenth, statues and bas-reliefs in bronze, among 
which is a Mercury standing on the wind, by Giovanni di 

Uoiogna. 

In the seventeenth, Etruscan statues, sacrificial apd 
chirurgical instruments, candelabra, lamps, rings, bracelets, 
^ear-rings, metal mirrois (which preceded the use of glass, 
scarcely known in antiquity) domestic utensils, and mark- 
ing stamps, which must have been used so much in the 
manner of types, that it is surprising the compendious idea 
of printing never occurred to. the ancients. 
. This superb collection is thrown open to the public 
cvcrv day, morning and afternoon ; as are also 

The Academia lleale dclle belle Arte, with its schools for 
the study of architecture and practical mechanics, and its 
manufactory of inlaid marble, called Florentine work. 

And the Muses d'lstoria Naturale, both of which were 
instituted by the munificence of Leopold. 

The anatomical preparations in wax and wood, belong- 
ing to the latter, are supposed to be the finest in the world. 
They are so numerous as to require twenty rooms for their 
systematical arrangement. In one of them is exhibited the 
progress of corruption, from the moment of decease, to the 
total decay of the body. In another are preserved the 
celebrated representations of the plague, done in the time 
of the Medicean princes, so painfully line, that few per- 
sons can bear to examine them, 

' There is. an observatory attached to this splended museumj^ 
furnished with ample apparatus, for mechanical, mathe* 
malical, electrical, and hydraulic expeHments ; as well as 
a numerous collection of animals, plants, and minerals^ 
systematically arranged. 

I^ot far from the Academia Reale, and in the care of the 
same custodi, are the cloisters of the' suppressed brother^ 
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hood of San OioVanni Battista, la which Andrea del Snrto 
has painted, in twelve compartments^ the life of John the 
Baptist^ beginning with the dumbness of Zacharias^ in- 
flicted for his unbelief, and ending with the presentation 
of the prophet's he.id to the revengeful IJerodias. For 
these exquisite performances^ Andrea is said to have received 
but twenty livresa piece. ' ' . ' 

The modern residence of the grand dukes^ still called 
the Palazzo Pitti, from the nameof a merchant of Florence, 
in the fifteenth century, who ruined himself by building 
it, and from whom, or his assigns, it was bought by the duke 
then reigning for a trifle, is a heavy and tasteless structure, 
though designed by Brunellesco, and executed by Ammanali. 

The royal apartments however are richly gilt, and su- 
perbly ornamented, with cielings painted by Pietro da 
Cortona. They were once splendidly hung with the finest 
pictures of the Italian schools^ but most of them had been 
removed to Paris before the inauguration of the new 
sovereign. Those in which the grand dukes used to receive 
company, are at once splendid and comfortable. 

In the collection, were the well-known portraits ofTitian, 
Julius II, Philip of Spain, and Paul III, together with 
the celebrated one of his own mistress, the famous picture 
of Raphael, in which he has introduced the cardinals^ 
Giulio de Medicis, afterward Clement VII, and Luigi de 
Rossi, in the presence of Leo X ; Rubens's family piece, 
including his philosophic friends, Grotius and Lipsius ; 
another of Cardinal Bentivoglio by Vandyke, one by Rem- 
brandt, and a Holy Child sleeping, by Carlo Dolce. 

There was also a drawing of the Fatal Sisters by Michael 
Angelo, which may probably remain upon the walls, for 
the French do not relish his pindaric fire, as much as the 
English ; their taste is better suited with the air of Raphael, 
and the grace of Guido. 

In some gloomy chambers were bung three battle pieces, 
and the conspiracy of Catiline, dark with the savage dashea 
of Sal va tor Rosa. 

T(ie adjoining gardens are nobly ornamented with a 
spouting fountain that falls into a bason of granite, twenty 
feet diameter, in which a marble Neptune, by Giovanni di 
Bologna, is attended by recumbent statues of the Euphrates, 
the Ganges, and the Nile : and In a dripping grotto are four 
iinfinishe4 figures from the chisel of Michael Angelo, pre- 
served lik« the Torso, from the touch of inferior artists. 

5 
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fn this genial climate, the poplar and the phillyrea 
fetain ibeir leaves till the end of Dc^cember, and among 
grovies of evergreens are here remarked the olive, the cj* 
press^ the holly^ and all the branches of the family of 
pioes, plentifully interspersed with laurels. 

At the rural retreat, called Carreggi de Medici, on the 
banks of the Arno, in the days of Lorenzo the magnificent, 
the platonic society used to assemble every week to plan 
public edifices and useful institutions. 

At Pratolino, anothfer royal villa, in the neighbourhood, 
is a marble statue of the genius of the Apennines, executed 
by the gigantic standard of sixty feet. 

On the vigil of San Giovanni, the wives and daughters 
4&f the neighbouring peasants, with iheir languishing black 
eyes, and lofty eye-brows, set off by Arcadian dresses, crowd 
the' streets of the capital to see the chariots of the Dobility 
drive round the statue of Ferdinand the first, in the square 
of the Annunciation ; and to behold the dangerous horse 
races of the Strada del Duomo, which are evident modifi« 
cations of the games of the ancient Romans. 

Within the cloisters of the church that fronts this square, 
is the clebrat'ed fresco of the Madonna del Sacco, so called 
from having been executed for the fathers of the convent^ 
during a period of famine, for the price of a sack of corn. 
in a semicircle of one of thf arcades, the painter has re- 
presented the Holy Family at their devotions. Mary sits in 
the centre, with her infant child, and listens with earnest, 
but resigned attention to Joseph, reclining on a sack, and 
reading to the mother and her Son, the prediction of the 
prophets, which announce the siulFerings 4)f the Messiah, 
before he should enter into glory. 

The cathedral church, remarkable for being the first 
tlome that was raised in Europe, after the decline of the 
Roman empire, was begun in 1294 by Arnolfo, the disciple 
<^f Cimabue, and finished in 1415 by Brunellesco, the con- 
temporary of Micbae) Angelo. The prince of architects 
is here said to have complimented his fellow- citizen, when 
be was hiioself employed in swelling the hemisphere of 
St. Peter'^s, in an Italian adage : 

Come te non vok>-* meglio de td aon posso.4^ 

ftit tbi« unHi«riled iBattery savours too little of the qq» 

w * .■  ... 

* I will not imitate thee^ tbough I cannot excel. 
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$iioii3 sime riority of ge'oiiu e^r , to liave escaped the 
paioLer of the Propbeta and Sybils of the CapellaSistina. 

The dopae of Santa Mari^ del Fiore (for ijiost of ttie 
catb&dxal$ of Italy are dedipaied to tbe Virgip) is nothing 
more than a vast and gloomy ^oncave^ which has b^een 
dimJyimpre^s^d with tte innumerable fig,ures of tbe last; 
Judgment^ trembling before the dreaded thbuinal of fijaal 
recompenses; while the sanctum sadctorujn^ inclosed belovr 
ity fr6nx vulgar pfofanaDOQj, swarms alike with equivocal 
bi^titgdes^ and caddidates for purgatory. 

Behind the dingy altar is a marble Pieta [the m<>aFnfut 
Mother weeping over the body of heir Son] that is said to 
have been the IfiSt work of Michael Angelo^ at which the 
$upej?anouated sculptor was arrested by the hctnd of Death. 

la one of the darkened chapeU^ which surrounded tbef, 
cholr^ under the patronage of San Zenobij is a bronze 
Ciborio, by Lorenzo Ghiberti, glimmering at noon day j, with 
the dubious light of w^^^ea tapers> flaring, round a christian 
sanctuary; whil6 the surrounding pavement is black«ne4 
with tne cloaks and veils of prostrate suppliapts^ uaitnteiU- 
tionally emblematic of superstitious, borrpr. 

Within this gloomy vaults too well adapted to the pejj- 
jpetration of deeds of darktiess, ia the y«ar 1478t, at tbcj 
instigation of the then Pope, Status IV,. upoa a solen^n 
festival, at the n;ioment of tiie elevation of the host, when! 
all the people wer** prostrate before the altar, Jullart dfi 
Medicis aiid his hrqtt^er Lo^en^o, sipce ^prn^ni^d the 
Magnific6qt> were at the same instant slabbed by desp^rat^af 
assassins ! The wound of Lox^nzQ w^ not mortal; and he 
took refuge ip the vestry y but. Julian died upon the spoti 
leaving' behind him a postbutnous son,, who afterward ,j«^ 
Pope Clement VII, playied over again upon the theatre 
of Christendom, the sau\e horrid game* 

la the (Utnp and A'^agy nav« a4*^ $ee« rude modaicl^ 
executed in the infancy of the. art, by GhirlaOfdajo, and 
Gaddo Gaddi;i (vnd dusky rafon^^iueiits stuck lier^e and there 
upon the walls, cqutribute to the^eneral giaoin. 

Tlie front of this immense piie has never heea finish^di 
although the camj/anile, a. lower ei^cied to aui^pectd the 
thundering bell two hundred feet in- the air, wt» d^iened 
by GiottO;* ai^d completely en^usted with whi«e and black 
marbk, in alternate square^, hm long a^ as the year ldd4; 
a period when Italian a):chitecture: waa neither Gothic^ Bar 
Gr^4sian, but a whimsical inte^^itxtv^re 9f b«th. . 



On the opposite side of the s^juare is the chapel of Ac 
baptistery^ detached -iike the steeple from -the body of the 
churchy as is often the case in Italy. It is an octagonal 
strncture^ said to have been originally a heathen temple. 

'the mosaics of the dome were done by ApoUonius, a 
Grecian artist^ in the twelfth ccniary; but, they are scarcely 
visible by the twilight glimmer that is admitted from with- 
out, in meridian sun-shine. 

The. bronze door of this gloomy edifice, executed by 
Ghiberti, upon the designs of Arnolfo^ is a miracle of art^ 
representing in eight compartments of three or foor feet 
square, as many scripture historiies, from the dividing of 
light from darkness, on the first day of creation, to the 
banishment of Adam and Eve from the garden of £deir. 
The figures iare but a few inches high, yet they are finish- 
ed to the minutest feature, and project from the surface 
with perspective relief. 

Neither is the door-case unworthy of the door, though 
it wad wrought by another artist in flowers and foliage, 
among which are elegantly interwoven birds and fruit. 

Two lateral doors are also curious performances of coir- 
temporary genius, exhibiting in smaller compartments, the 
awtiil history of the Life, Sufferings, and Death of ChrisD, 
and they are alike, richly framed with fruit and floweFs. 

Behind the high altar of the church of San Lorenzo, 
is the costly mausoleum of the Medicean princes, which 
remained unfinished when the aspiring family became 
extinct. 

It is an octagon of fifty feet dian^eA^r, crowned with a 
dome, the walls of which are lined with Sicilian jasper, and 
richly inlaid wifli precious stones^ 

Upon- six of its side* aire marble sarcophagnses, designed 
by the proHfic genius of Michael Angelo, two of which are 
surmounted by regal <jrowns, placed upon cushions of red 
jasper, and studded with transparent gems. 

Near it is the Capella de Principi, a secloded chapel, 
designed by the same creative pencil, and filled by the same 
Various hand with the tombs 6f Giuliano, duke of Nenroors, 
arrd brother to Leo X, and Lorenza^ duke of Urbino,on 
the right and left of the altar* 

£achoftibem exhibfts ita princely oecnpant incomplete 
..armoufr, sitting within a niche behind his totxib; the former 
aocompanied by recumbent figures of" Day and Night ; the 
lnttei» by day-break ^rid'twiiightir Ideas happily emble- 
matic of monunirentHl fame, i^ wbkh^us iui^the parish, register, 
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-to he born and die. 



Of rich and poor makes all the history,* 

« 

In tlie adJoiDiD^ convent there is a noble library^ particu- 
larly rich m ancient manii«cript», and early editions of 
the classics. 

Among the former^ there is a' Bible of the vuIgate trans- 
lation^ supposed to have been written as early as the seventh 
century^ in which the curious, have observed the omission 
of the controverted text of St, John^ '* there are three that 
b^ar record in heaven." 

There is also a copy of Virgil's JEoeid, said to be of ^the 
fifth century, in which the four first verses, 

lUe ego €[ai <|uondam, &c,\ 

are wanting* The poem begins with 

Amia tirumque cano.J 

The anti-chamber and stair-case of this famous library 
were designed by Michael Angelo, and are deservedly 
admired. 

In the church of Santa Croce, which belongs to a con- 
vent of Benedictines, a Gothic edifice, erected by Arnolfo 
in 1294, are seen a number of interesting monuments, par* 
ticularly those of Galileo, the precursor of Astronomical 
Truth, "and of Michael Angelo Buonaroti, who died at 
Aome in bis 89th year, but waahere interred by conunand 
of the reigning duke*§ 

Galileo Ib happily represented upon his funeral urn, as 
having ^azed throp^h his telescope until weariness obliges 
him to discontinue his contemplations. He is accompanied 
on one side by the genius of Astronomy, on the other by 
that of Geometry, witb their discriminating attributes. 

BuonarQti reposes upon a monumental stone, surrounded 
by the sister arts of Painting, Sculpture, and Architecture^ 
weeping over the happy Genius by whom they ivere oncCj 
and but once united. 

» Pope. 

f I who but. lately ^ing, &(?, 

i Arms and the maij I sing. 

i I need not tell th> tyeii-known story of the persecution of the astrono* 
nier, because his discoveries were supposed to controvert the descriptioa& 
of the sacred books ; |tor need I add the mortifying recantation^ by which 
the philosopher was liiitl to make his peaqe with the bigots of mh age^ 
But it ma^no>: be generally known, tbat some of ^he works of Galileo are^ 
yet prohibited i 1 his nitive city, 

0« 



n 



fS4VII« «IKKM}«lf 



LITTER VilT. 



jtXMERICUiS Vesputms, the reputed dbcpierer of the 
Vresteni contitient, who has had the hopotir of giving his 
pame to the new world, .to the prejudice of Col umbos 
(whose confpirehepsive geniu« had penetrated with an eagle's 
pye, the western horizon) wasf a native of l^oreBce. 

The Academia della Crusca boasts among its members^ 
many persons of distinguished eminence in learning and 
the arts^ and the salutary inttittHSoiia of the grand duke, 
Leopold, afterward Emperor of Germany^ however dis- 
graced by his bigoted prohibition of protestant doctrinea^ 
entitle htin to rank with Howard, Riiroford| Lowties, and 
jGtther benevolent individualisi in Euro^ and An^erica, who 
have reduced th^ theories of philanthropy to national 
practice, and displayed to the expecting iW)i*)d, €be en- 
couraging example of successful experiment i^ the tem- 
perate correction of idleness and vice. 
^ During the reigt^ of Leopold, no Florenline c6uld b* 
{tnprifloned fpr debt^ though his creditors might sei^se bis 
property to satisfy their demands ; and tto oflfence whatever 
"ivas punishable with death, though murder incttrr^ a seQ«- 
teqce more dreadful to hardened villainy, perpetual labaur 
^n the galiies. By these and other political Meagre*, inch 
fLH the protection of the Jews^ those active agents bf commer- 
cial (enterprise; the abolition of Sanctuaries, so mischievouslj 
privileged to shelter crimes; and the absurd or rapacious 
K^nalty of confiscation ofi family property, which punishes 
:he innocent for the sins of the giiUty; together with 
the natural progress of thmgs in tne eighteetith cewtort, 
"yuscany was cleared of robbery and mui"det, and tb^ iappj 
subjects of the grand duke Were increas^^d from a ipiliioQ 
to twelve hundred thousand souls. 

^Florence ^as always been remark^le^ eveit «aiOBg the 

fitiespf Italy, for the most superstitious attachmefit to monks 

' and friars. Churches and convents acwrdingly abound, 

s^id painted A^faxlpnna^^ the u^^al mar!| of popular devo- 

iiao>> adre aot waiaitiBrg ai the corn^s of tJile streets #^ 



Tlwi ignoble custom, so ofl^en rem«»4c«i] by trav^lfcw, of 
Veeping a wiaecelUr in the palaces of the irsc nobility^ 
Inhere wtnee are retailed by the fiask^ i« still contiotied at 
Florence^ to the great accommodation of those who lore n 
glass of the pqre jaiee of the grape, which ii here patti* 
pi4lai;ly Iu9cioo9^ The p^tty negociatiofi iakes place ia the 
^open street, at aa obscure window on the ground floor, to the 
astonishment of English dignity, and the niter confoston 
of German etiquette. , 

The dialect of the Italian totigot^ whtcb is spoken ia 
Tuscan y, is more favourable than any other, for that exeiv 
tion of rhycning promptitude, described by moat travellers, , 
the practitioners ef which are here called improvisaiori. 
The interesting writer, who has favoured the world wiih a 
view of society and manners in France and Italy, mentions 
one of them, named Corilia, that he had heard himself. 
She was so eosiinent an improvisatrice, that she had beea 
prowled in the^ capitol of Rome with the wreath of poesy. 

Yet the exertion of genius among the occasional orators 
of the debating societies in Eiagland^ is in reality, far more - 
brilliant. 

To ^string together at pleasure extempore verses of coio* 
plioiefit or condolence, undoubtedly requires, in any lao^ 
ffui^,' a fertile imagination^ aria a ready .wk ; t)ut the 
£talkan is peculiarly fidapted to favour this particular species 
ipt impromptu. 

It ooutains ail unusual ntimber of synonyms, and allows 
a liberty of mutilating words unknown to. other languages, 
^o say^nothiD^ of the convenient attgmentatives and dimi* 
iputives, by which, for instance, 

Grande may be, at the will of the singer, 
Grahdio, or if it suit better, 
Grandioso, or if the measure requi):e it 
Grandissimo ; and 

Piccolo, a little fello>v, may be varied to ' . 

Piccolimmo, or. 

PQvera, a poor, girl^ may be, and ofteo is by whining 
beggars, most musically converted into 
Foverella, 

The language abounds in Toweh. Several letters at a 
time may be df'opped at will. Whole sentences as well as 
particular words are^used only in poetry. Thus every 
phrase may he « verse, and every word a rhyme, and the 
Italians^ amused and deeeived by the melody of their lan- 
guage, and charmed with the pleasure which it afibrds the 
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ear, require from the rapid improvisatrice neither flentiments 
Bor ideas, and permit her to introduce the lowest* vulgarities, 
as well as the most unnatural images and overstrained 
nUusioBs. 

By the help of all these favourable circumstances^ a man, 
but especially a woman, of parts little quicker than ordinary, 
may produce, without a miracle, amusement enough for 
people disposed to be amused. 

Even in our own stubborn English, did not the onweildy 
Johnson string together extempore stanzas amid the relax* 
ation of the tea-table.* 

At Florence the usual salutation of profound respect to a 
superior, or a lady, is to kiss the band, a custom which was 
accidentally illustrated the other day by a Tuscan prince, 
whose apartments at the. hotel were on the same floor ^ifth 
ours. 

Happening to return to his lodgings in the dusk of the 
evening, his nighness mistook our rooms for bis owu, till 
be found my wife comiug out of her chamber, expecting to 
meet her husband. The prince made a thousand apologies 
for the unintentional intrusion, and begged to have the 
honour of kissing the ladj/s hand before he withdrew. She 
uo^luckily knew nothing of the customs of Florence, and 
peremptorily refused to receive the compliment, assuring 
iiim she did not understand such freedom. Upon which the 
disconcerted prince, .retreating in a passion, slammed the 
idoor after him, and called out for his servants; exclaiming 

* In a tea convewation at the hodse of Sir Joshua Reynolds, speaking 
of Percy's reliques of ancient English Poetry, Dr. Johnsqn ridiculed Jthat 
kind of writing, by addressing extempore, the fqllowing stanzas to the young 
lady IV ho made the tea : 

I pray thee, gentle Renny, dear, 
That thou vrilt give to me. 
With cream and sugar tempered well, 
Another dish of tea. 

Nor fear that I, my gentle maid^ 

Shall long detain the cup, '. 

When once unto the bottom I 

Have drank the liquor up. 

. Yet hear at last this mournful truth, 

Nor hear it with a frown, * - 

Thou canst not make the tea so fas^ ' 
Ast I can gulp it down. 
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-Iri a paroxysm of vexation, that he had met with a tadkf^ 
tioho refused to' let him kiss her hand. 

' I came in soon after, and chid my determined spouse for 
lousing so small an act of condescension to a prince ; but 
Jber spirits were still ruffled by the adventure, and she re- 
torted on me with asperity : *' How should I know a prioctff 
from a pedlar, without his pack ?'* 



LETTER IX. 



JOt^RNEY FROM FLORENCE TO ltOM«« , 

Rome, October \Oth, ISOl. 

We left Florence with impatience, as the last place that 
^ iriiould check our progress toward Rome. 

As far as Sienna the soil is tolerably fertile, thoiigfa verj 
iiiliy. We entered the town under an elegant ^s^teway^ 
^and while the horses were feeding, went to see the cathe- 
dral, a gothic edifice, built of black and white marble in 
alternate stripes, which gives it a whimsical linsey-wolser 
appearance. 

While we were crossing the market-place in the great 
square, a mass was said under an open portico, and at the 
elevation of the host, both buyers and sellers fell upoa 
•their knees in the dirt. All however resumed their chat* 
^4ering as soon as tlie bell ceased to tinkle, with as much 
eagerness as if nothing had happened to interrupt their 
••ccupations. 

. On quitting Sienna we soon entered a dreary country, 
with few intervals of cultivation, between scattered villages, 
perched upon the peaks of barren hills; and gladly passed 
by without stopping at Radicbfani, for aught I know, th^ 
antient Clusium, the capital of Porsenna. 

Between this forsaken city, hanging like an eagle's nest 
«pon the crag of a mountain, silent and solitary as a 
haunted castle, and Aqua Pendente, the first town in the 
.Papal territores, the neglected road runs along the very 
bed of a winding torrent, which often renders it quite impass^ 
able. We however laboured through it, with the help or 
two or three yoke of oxen y and toward night were tugged 
Vp a' steep' hill/ to be filched by the officers of ' the popeV 



dogana/ who expected us at the gate, the starveliag- 
placemen dismissed us after a short exaaniaaUQn^ to choose * 
the^ best lodgings we could find^ in the wfetcbedest inn' ia 
which we had ever yet had the misfortune to be detained. ^ 

Next day we passed through Bolsena and Montefiasconi 
t0 Viterbo, the last town of any importance short of Rome. 

As we rode out of this pla.ce^ the inhabitants of which^ 
support the specious idleness of twenty-four convents of 
monks and nuns, the peasants were goine to mass in crowds, 
though it was an hour before day, to indulge, or to ejchiblt 
their zealous devotion to some favourite saint* \ 

The morning was hazy, aitd our Italian fellow-travellers 
handed us their smelling bottles, and put up the glasses of 
the coacli, to shut out the foul air of this forsaken tracts 
which is described by Varro as a continued orchard, excell- 
ing in fertility all the provinces of an empire which cm- 
braced every climate, from the e<(uutof to the pole.f 

The Roman territories being depopulated by oppression 
ftnt) celibacy^ the air of the mountains is prefeired to that 
of the plains, which is rendered unwholesome and almost 
pestiferous by the noxious vapours arising from, stagnant 
waters' fiud volcanic* soils. The latter were more or less 
pernicious in ancient times, as we leara froizi Livy ; bat 
their virulence was then corrected by the salutary process 
of vegetation, and the balmy breath of flocks and herds. 

Toward ten o'clock the clouds broke away, and per«iitted 
us to behold the dome of St. Peter's towering in the air> 
as we crossed, by the Flaminian way, the deserted plains 
of the Campania, dotted here and there with decayed trees^ - 
and ruined ' towers, but not of Roman antiquity ; pEionu** 
mcnts of those barbarous ages, of which these fertile la0(]# 
have neve^* recovered the devastations,.^ 

The approach of Rome was indicated by no signs of 
opulence, or animatimi, though the voad was lined for 
some miles with crumbling masses of ancientvmagaificenee# 
in the half obliterated shape of tombs aod- temples. 

But on crossing the Tiber, a muddy curreO't, half at 
wid« as theSchuylkiU at Hbiladelphia>by the Ponie M-oUe^ 
o<r Pons Milvius of antiquity, and entering 4^he eternai cit^, 
by the Porta del Popolo, erected by one of the Medicean 
popes^ fpom a design of Michael Angeloj. we were instantly 

 CnBtasB'^umse^ 

t Nttlk • ^uae um tout sil culta. Arboribus cbnsita Italia &st> at lota 
ppBtarium videataiv VaiTo de re Ilu&tica, Lib* I. e. 3» ^ ^ 
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satisfied with an exhibition of antient and modtrn grandeur 
no where united bat at Rome. 

An oblong square in the middle df which rises an Egyp* 
tian o1>eIisk^^ covered with hierojglyphic^^ terminates with 
two churches of Oredian architecture, between which 
opens the Corso, a fine street of a mile in lengthy leading 
directly to the ascent of the capitol, while two others 
equally straight diverge to the right, and left towafd St, 
Peter's, and St. John de Lateran.* 

Here while we were shewing our passports, a valet de 
place introduced himself without ceremony, as having had 
the honour to serve several Milors, to whom he mas proud 
to have given the utmost satisfaction, and without asking 
permission he jumped up by the side df the coachman, 
and went with us to the Dogana, which has been fitted up 
within the colonnade of an ancient temple^ 

By the assistance of our Cicerone, for he serves occasi- 
onally in both characters, we have procured very agreeable 
lodgings at the house of a statuary, directly opposite the 
church of San Carlo, an elegant edifice, near the middle of 
. the Corso; the principal objections to which we soon found 
to be universal at Rome, viz. an open door was besieged by 
idlers,.and a public stairs-case stinking with filth. 

We had no sooner dined, than I set out to find St« Peter's, 
but soon losing liiyself among crooked streets, narrow and 
badly paved, I had recourse to my usual method in a strange 
place, of walking far enough out of town to see the situ- 
ation of t-he principal objects, when I found myself diame* 
trically wrong, and was obliged to cross the whole town to 
come at the bridge and castle of St. Angelo, from whence 
a narrow passage leadsdirectly to the papal Basilica* 
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' i HE cathedral of St. Peter, before whdse eneirclin^ 
pdrttcos^ s:iupendotis frontispiece^ and gigantic dome, the 

f»roudest temples of antiquity diminish mto comparative 
Hsignificatlce, is erected in the shape of a cross, upon th9 

•^ ^ There Are several ioscriptions opon this obelisk. That of Augustus 
^9G^^ '^ Xm}}erator Cicsnr Augustus, i%jrpto in pQtestateib, Populi B^ipsuii 
tedactl. SulL donum dedit/' 
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cberafbg wbicli support tbem are chubby giants. He looks 
up again at tbe resplendent vault, and discovers that be 
cannot distioctljr perceive the variegated fret work of the 
immense compartments. He turns his eye across the 
marble pavfement, and remarks that he can scarcely hear 
the distant footstep that slowly advanccfs on the other side 
of the nave. He darts a glance of astonishment toward 
the golden tribune^ at the west end of the temple, and if 
the setting $un illumes the brazen canopy supported over 
the altar of the dome by twisted columns, and irradiates 
the Haming gloriei^ that surround the Dove descending on 
St. Peter's chgir^ as be approaches the bending radiance, 
it will sef m to fly before him, like the raiu*bow of a passing 
shower. 

He presses on however, without stopping before tbe 
chapels, shining with marble, and glowing with mosaic 
tintS;^ to ^h^ opening of the dome, a hundred and fifty feet 
diameter, and three hundred high, lighted by sixteen win« 
dow«, and rjbbed into lateral divisions, in whose broad 
^ circumference the twelve Apostles attend the Saviour, while 
above them, in contracting rows. Angels and Cherubs en- 
cirqifs the mysterious ring, through which is faintly seen 
the forbidden Imase of the eternal rather. 

Herf; he finds the altar, with its refulgent canopy, and 
t1)e chair supnortecl by colossal ^ajnts, still at a distance 
lirhich he np longer ventures to estimate, and glancing his 
eye alon^ the transepts tq the right and left, draws back- 
warcl, satiated with magnificet)ce» 

Hecoveripg himself, by degrees, he listens to tbe dying 
murmur of tbe pigmies that surround him, absorbed in the' 
, prqfourld recesses throqgh which they are seen to enter or 
! emerge, when sudjdenly from a side clmpel, before un- 
ijotiped, tbp anthems of the choir arise in measured strains, 
^nd the aerial y^tilts rewound with seraphic symphonies, 
now vibrating to single voices, mellifluous as the breath of 
zephyrs through Ebliap harps, now swelling with the full 
toned organ to haljefujah^, solemn as the music of the 
spheres. 

Hk nerve* thrill with rapture ; he looks downward to the 

hundred lamps, that burn continually in golden branches 

i ^^^^^^ ^}^ sanctuary, ^nd (jf a patholic) he humbles him- 

felt at the shrine of St Peter, as did the queen of Sheba, 

>p tbje temple pf Splomon. • . 

' domp''".?'* ^\^ "i" f **'^ l^nthorn, in the centre of the 
apme^ three hundrec} ai^cl ^hicty feet from tl^e pavcipent, i^ 



inscrlted tbe dedication to St. Peter, by Sixtn* the fifth: 

S.PETRI QLOniM, SlXtUS P. P. V. A. UtiXC. 

POKTif v.* . 

And upon the frieze of the entablature, around the drum of 
the cupola, is ostentatiously exhibited in letters of gold^ 
jthe ambiguous passage of St. Matthew : 

* 

TU SS PETRUS, ET SUPER HAgC^PETRAM OEDI- 
PICABO ECCLESIAM MEAM BT TlB.I 
DABO CLAVES REGNI CCEtORUM.f 

Althpugh it is sufficiently obvious that the text refers not' 
to Peter, the frail di^*ipie that afterwards denied his Mas- 
ter in the hall of the high priest, but to the revelation of 
Jthe Son by the Father^ as the sure foundation ttpon which 

I fhe church of Christ shfmld be built, a spiritual DUilding, a 
house not made with hands, against which the gates of' hell 
should never be able to prevail. 

On entering for the first time, this imposing edifice, the eye 
18 too much dazzled by the splendour of the nave* to remark 
it^ surrounding accompaniments, however commensurate, 
and the most attentive observer scarcely descries, athwart 
the vast .arcades, the vaulted roofs of the side chapels, 
glowing at an awful elevation, with symbolic imagery^ 
from the'visipns of Ezekiel, and the Revelations of John. 

In six elliptical compartments, three of them on either 
hand, are displayed in brilliant mosaics, designed by the 
first masters, after the descriptions of 4he prophets and 

\ evangelists, the splendid emblems of supernatural agency, 
that visibly accompanied the promulgation of the law, and 
the introduction of the gospel. 

The reli|s:ious or poetical enthusiast may stand astonished 
pnder the Plying Chariot,ofihe River 0f Chebar ; arthe Throne 
set in Heaven,.of the Isle of Patmos. The descending Glory 

1 that announced the Promised Saviour, when he was baptized 

\of John in Jordan; or the Opening Heax^ens, as when the 
Martyr Stephen beheld the Son of the Virgin standing at the 
right hand Of' the Father Almighty. 

But the rainbow pf the nave is altogether independant 

, Jf To tj^e glory of St. Peter^ Pope Siitaft V, in tHe year 1590, the fifth of 
his pontiiicate. 
t Thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build my churd), iumI lifiQ. 
' 1^ uptd thee the keys of the kingdom of Ileaven. 



of riwse tublima ematiatiom^ artkl you may cdui^ti kd edlonw- 

or pursue its flight, withoul ever perceiving the transcend* 
ant app€o4ages* 

Tlie cupola over the eUtfance to the chapel of the Sacra- 
ment, which is the last on the right hand, less exception- 
ably exhibits a Celesiial Cti*;ir ot Saintu aad Angels, j^r^ 
fuming an aeiial Altar with clouds of iaccftce, watUd faooi* 
golden censers, waving in the wiad. 

Within the iron gates of the chapel, interleaved with 
glass tQ reflect tl^ Uliiminations oF the altar, i« seen a cir- 
cular Ciborio or Tabernacle for the Host, on either side of 
which a golden Aegel extends his protecting wings, in 
imitation of ihe Cherubims of Glory, shadowing the Mercy 
Seat. 

Directly opp^^slte is the chapel of the choir^ a iKiWe 
apartn^ent forty feet by fifty, with a splendid mosaic over 
the altajr, representing the Virgin Mother, under the ttiia- 
taken emblems of the Spome of Chri&i; the Wonder that was 
9eeii in Ilewoen, a tVomt$n clotiihed with tht Snuy having the 
Moon under her feet, and upon her bead a Cnm?n q/* twelve 
Stars, 

The most pompous exhibitioD of cfet«i»ony or paaraJt 
rather diminishes iban ibcrcases theeflfoct of tbis woarfer-^ 
fbl edifice. It ii n«ver more impressive^ than^» when aikitee 
reigns over its vast vacuities, unbroken by distant and «oU* 
j t&ry foot^steps retiring foi* the night, the unnoticed wiiidow^^ 
' filt the approach of eteuing;^ sheddtug. a mysiid twiligbt, 
iindazzled by tho glisiitiering lamps that twitlkk aironftd 
the sanctuary. 

Beneath the vast €irea0fereac<9 of this eejrial canopy 
tnere reigH^, day and uight, iummer a«d wHia«tier, that even 
tfempej^jturp, so favourable to n»«ditatifi>fi, since the double 
\ -doors never admit enough external air to alter the medium 
Of thirty^vie milUons of cubic ifeet, and the thickoesd of 
the walls i^ejwlers iheai iwpeirvious to heat or moislttPe. 

you ascend to thip suuimtt of this prodigious edifice, by 
tlJe Minamerabte ov(ikiti«o«P ©f a spiral ascent of oo ^mater 
inclination than will admi* of the use of mtiies,^ far tte pur- 
poses of the^ building. Near tbre top of it ai^ iAswibe* 
ine names of all the foreign potefit^^s wfho iti tlxe oours^ 
^U^.? <^^n»JW« bavedtHie .homage %o the imperial pile. 
♦iJ J^^*" "^ sta»-way terminates at the flat surface of 
o^tn^i "^ l^""^.^ tho^ctetodi, from t^'lnoh yotf Idolt 

^ Wl\^fe^''.wi"l^L'^^^^^ cupolas, concealed ftom 

t>ei^f^ tht ii?a^y baiu^trad^, excepting th^ gre^it dome,- 
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which has been bpldly ^l^notniBated the avo of the vaticat^ 
.With its attendant ^ateUitea^ ^nd a galaxy of ^taiucs^ whose 
gigantic proportions must be measured by a standard of 
twenty fee$« 

Here you nmy ramble about i\\\ you are weary apon a 
pavement of brick or stone, tbe intemices pf which stp^ 
filled up with an impenetrable cement. 

Two external walks or galleries surrtiund the ba^s of 
the dome> oae of which is ihpon the mouldings of the base- 
ment^ and the other ten feet higher is cotttinaed throagli 
the projecting abutments^ which support the drum of the 
Taults ; these galleries are three hundred paces in circum- 
ference, little less than the eighth part of a mile. 

From the former .you pass by a: long entry into the tnn^r 
allery, at a height of two hujidred fex^t from the floor. 
'his is four hundred feet round, and from its iron railing 
you may look down with safety upon the brazen canopy 
of the altar (itself ninety feet high) and into the sunkea 
recesses of the sanctaary, surrounded by kneeling devotees. 

At this elevation may be distinctly 6een the jnosaies 
of the Four Evangelists, with their appropriate symboUj 
occupying tt\e angles which support the drum of the dome* 
Of their enormous magnitude, mi idea may be form^ fajr 
that of the cross keys, an ornaus^ntid ^peiulage, iv4ioh ia 
said to measure twenty-two feet in leugUi« 

The drum of tlie dome is <j^niai^ent«:d .by coupled pSIa^ers 
:between the windows, upon U^e contiatied JbaHeoi^t $( 
which are Cherubs supporting festoons. 

Returning to the passage, yimMm^ to the right or Uh, 
for the avenues arie doub-l^, and nind roaod the imper- 
ceptible circle, between an outier and an iMier wall^iuattl 
•you come tp a spiral stairncajB^, by wbi«h y^u ojonot per-, 
pendicularly fifty feet higf)er, and enter anetbl^r ^Uery 
^ithitt the dome, jiist yn^sler the spring of the tault. 

j^com this elev^ed scaffpld, youoan perceive the «oirf(sf« 
iies$ of the mosaic: ci^he^, with wliicb an^ formed tjbe jgigaotfo 
^ures of the -CQfxcavi^, and y^» m^y Unutt your ivrnd rnKy 
II gi^piQg fissure invisible irOJ^ belpw* 

^ou now ascend diametrically by unequal steps praetteed 
vlM^tween O^he iau^^and outer^^^oping ^i Ibe vf ojbt. 

At the summit. of the. dome .blind windaws ioet^siofialW' 
^0fnn .into, the lantbofo^ iiseJLf a^i^fiipola tiVtiUy feeiidiiiniei/r 
4in4 fifty high- : 

-JF*" W '^b'« atUJ>endou« eleTation/ little teat, than tlMe'ltnd^ 
'^red and fifty teet^ if you. v^nijari^ to i^i^JijdMfio upgii 4A»e 
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, parenient, tbc processions passing to and fro upon the che- 
quered floor, remind yoo of ants upon a mole hill, and so 
contracted is the perspective of the well of the dome, 
that you mistrust with apprehension the perpendicularity 
of the walls, and suspect the sufficiency of the lessening 
pillars to support the superincombent mass. 

A rushing wind sets constantly from below, whenever 
these windows are opened, and you gladly mount ten feet 
bigber to the outer gallery of the lanthorn, from which 
you behold Rome at your feet, and stretch your eye over 
the deserted plains of the Campagna to the Apennines on 
one side, and the Mediterranean on the other. 

Here you asciend fifty feet highet* by another flight of 
narrow steps turned within one of the hutments, which 
support the lanthorb^ barely wide enough to admit one 
person at a time. 

This winding passage lands you upbn the floor of a co- 

.nical chamber, directly over the centre of the dome, from 

which you pass into the upper gallery of the cupola, or 

ascend^ by a perpendicular lander, into the hollow of the 

.ball. 

Within this brazen globe, a man of six feet high may 
stretch out his arms, or stand on tip-toe, while through ac- 
cidental crevices in the beaten copper he perceives the 
tremendous height, at which be is soaring in the air. 

It takes ten minutes to descend from this stupendous 
elevation, and when you emerge from its dark passage and 
winding stair-ways, you are glad to find yourself once more 
jupon the surface of the earth. 

Such is this unrivalled monument of modern art, which 
^ bears no marks of age or incongruity, although it was three 
hundred years in building, by the hands of twenty dift'erent 
architects. 

Begun under Nicholas V. in 1450, it was carried on by 
Bramanteunder Julius II. by Sangallo and Peru zzi under 
Leo X. and by Michael Angelo, who moulded the immense 
, concavity of the dome under Paul III. though he died 
before it was finished by Foutana, in the pontificate of 
Sixtus V. 

Succeeding popes and succeeding architects successively 
added the lesser domes, the portico, the piazzas, and the 
•vestry iatermediately ornamenting the ihteribr with brass 
and marble, arid gradually securing the paintings from 
the i:orrosive touch of 'time by incorporating them with 
^ .walls la everlasting mosaic. * . , . " 
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Exclusive of the dome and piazzas, St. Peter's churrh 
is twice as lonff, twice as broad, and twice as high as the 
temple' of Jupiter Olympins, one of the w'onde^rs of anti- 
quity, that still exhibits to the wondering traveller, silent 
and solitary porticos stretching over the prostrate plains 
of Greece. . . 

St. Paul's at London, the only edifice of moderh tiines, 
with which it can be worthily compared, does not inclose 
Within its vast vacuities, including its porticos, its ttirrets, 
and its dome, one fourth part of the cubic square of St. 
Peters, the corridors of which would encompass Ludgate 
HilU and the crowd of Fleet-Street, roaring with carts and 
coaches, might rush on under cover of the circling piazzsls^ 
as far as Temple Bar.* 

It r^uires a quarter of an hour to walk round this magic 
circle. Its circumference cannot therefore be less than a 
tnile. Seven times as much would now encircle the grow- 
ing metropolis of the United Stales ; and the materials of 
all its public buildings, thoui::h they conveniently accom- 
modate the business, the pleasures, and the devotions of 
seventy thousand people, would be insufficient to create 
such another edifice as the cathedral of St. Peter's, the 
most glorious structure that h^s ever been dedioated to 
the purposes of religion. . 

The most rigid dissenter from the most rigid protestants 
that have separated themselves from the corruptions of the 
Romish apostacy, might feel some flushes of enthusiasm at 
the sight of a christian temple; more glorious than that of 
Solomon^ so long the admiration of the chosen? peojile ; 
however convinced that the heart of man is the temple of 
the Lord, and ihsX a contrite spirit ytht: offering of the gospel^ 
is a more acceptable sacrifice than thousands of rams, or 
tens of thousands of rivers of oil. 

The most frugal moralist among those reformed societies 
that have brought their practice, the nearest to the simpli- 
city of their profession, might hear without regret of the 

* Travellers have remarked as a fault, the peculiar simf»licity of the 
front of St. Petei-'s, and they have compared it, with derogation, to the 
variegated facade of St, Paul's, overlooking the sublime idea- of Paul V. 
and Charles Madenie, to render the cathedral of Christendom a monu» 
ment of Christ and his apostles. This obliged them to divide the frontis- 
piece by a regular intercolumniation, upon the twelve piers of which shoulcj 
stand the twelve Apostles, tlius emphatically indicated as the pillars of 
the church. 

SWITZEELAND.} I 
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pncouiited millions l)estowed by Leo l^. o|f<>ii thU ^fipl^ildid 
edifice, sioce it was the ^niimited sale of indulgeoceSj, qc- 
casioned by this lavish expenditure, th$Lt gaye rif^ to tba 
decIamatioQs of Luther aad Caivii|, ag^ip^^ ^k^ i^jpqsitipBs 
of the Papal hierarchy. 

Every professor of Christianity, traditional, or consciea-. 
tious, \^bether his creed adopts the sign for (be substance, 
qr the si^bstance for the sign, must turn with coi^placency, 
perhaps with veneration, from temples dedicated to ypluptu-i 
pus deities ^nd exterminating heroes^ to q. church whose 
qriginal foundations were laid in the fourth century, by 
tjie survivors of the tenth persecutioii^ far the worship of 
^ mpek and self-deq^ ing Savip^r• 
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LETTER XI. 



THE A^BI^NDAQKS pF ^T. PETEB's. 

X'fiNEATH the elevated balcony, from which are pro- 
iiounced over kneeling multitudes, the benedictions and the 
HQa^hemas of the tiara, and upon the bronze enclosure of 
the chaix of St. Peter, at the west end of the nave, are ex- 

Jai^itely embossed in brass and marble, the story «jof the 
rfijttt Shepherd, charging Peter to feed his sheep, and 
{hat of bis presenting him with the keys of the kingdom, 
wbei^ the w^il-known allusion was made to the name of 
fhe apostle, as afso signifying a stone. 

Pfetended infallibility might disclaim its literal construe* 
tion of the equiv<?cal epithet, qr recurring to the patriarchal 
prediption of tkeMane of Israel; ^ the prophetic anticipation 
of the royal psalmist, that the stone which the b^ilden^ wouH 
feject^shoidd become the head of the comer ; f or the promise 
PI the pod of Abraham^ by the mouth of the evangelical 
prophet, 'f Bjebpld I lay in Zion for a foundatipo^ s^ stone, 
fL tried stpne, a precious corner stone. J 

If howiever by this sublime anriunciatioin conci^rring 

fKophets can be supposed to have prqct^iin^ed th.e apostle^ 
et the apostljB himself e^cplain the prophets: " 3e i| 
l^nown unto you all (said Peter to the pnbelieving Jev^s) 

f Genesis xlix. 24. f Psalm cxviii. 22, | bs^ VSPCVi^ '10« 



that Ji^^its Christ bf Nazafetb, trhoen God raised from the 
dead, is the stone which was ^t at nought of' you builders ; 
which is beeome the head of the corner.* " 

Among the monuments of art, with which S^ Peter's 
abounds in painting and scnlpture, the most reriiarkabffe 
are the Transfiguration of Raphael, the Coratriunioh of 
Domenichino^and the St. PmrbniUa of Guercino da Cento/ 
These celebrated master-pieCes are esqoisrtely cbpied 
ftom the originals, iii mosaic work, a Species of colouring 
which consists of squaffe pieces of paarble or composition^ 
BO perfectly arranged, that at the distance of a few feet, it 
can only be distinguished from painting in oil, by tbd 
marble gloss, that renders the colours more vivid. 

Each of them contains fifteen or twenty figures larger 
than the life, in a paiinfel fifteen feet wid^, and twenty-fit^ 
or thirty high. 

I have mentioned them in the order in which they are 
usually esteemed at Rome, whi<ih is the scale of their 
tespective authors, in the estimation of Italian^ conwoisseurs ; 
but foreign taste, regardlesfi of rules aiid reputation, fre*- 
quently reverses the rank of these particular prodoctions of 
those inestimable artists. 

The ascension of St. Petronilla (a saint nnknowtt to 
protestants, but in the Romish kalendar, iht daughter of 
St. Peter) represepts two scenes immediately dependant 
on each other, however ii*r6concileable with th*^ cain6rrttcal 
idea of th6 resurrection of the bordy, and th^ day of judg- 
ment. At the bottom of the picture, twd men- are seeh 
lowering the corpse into the grave, adorned witl^ fitjwera 
after the manner of antiquity, while the i^pirit api^ears 
above in shining garments — the gracious Being t!haft said 
to the penitent thief on the cross, " this day sha'h thou be 
with me in paradise,", receiving her into hfeaVen without 
the intervention of purgatorial fire: but it is tiot niy inten- 
tion, to implicate the faith of the painter, there is no heresy 
in his performance, yet the peculiar delusion' of thfe piece 
-is owing to the happy application of mosaic tints to tKe 
strong colouring of Guercino, Which produces upon the 
polished darface the effirct of a reat bas-relief iiif colourljfd 
marbles. 

In the communion of St. J^i(v>rb^, the dying saiit dft* 
playd the chriatitttt trin«^ph over death, hell, and the grave^ 
as one about to reeeiv^ th^ #^lcom6 seotenkie of, '* Wi\\ 

» Actsiv. 10,11. 
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done, good and faithful servant! enter thoU into the joy 
of the Lord." Yet the administering priests attend with 
an air of affectation or indiSerence, but too well drawn 
from the life. Tlie shadow of the platter on which the 
superannuated officiator tremulously conveys the conse- 
crated wafer, falls so natuially upon the face of a kneeling 
attendant, that fancy aids the illu^on, and it seems to 
waver under his palsied hand. 

The transfiguration of Cl^rist before Peter, James and 
John, when Moses and Elias appeared with him on Mount 
iTabor, is exquisitely fine in the principal figdre, self- 
balanced in the air, and beaming with light. But the at- 
tendant t^rophets only serve as foils, and the story of the 
Maniac, from whom the Disciples could not cast out an 
evil Spirit, in the absence of their ihaster, is strangely intro- 
duced below, though we are told that the transfiguration 
happened on a high mountain^ apart. 

. The finest things in, sculpture, as to design and execu- 
tion, for all the monuments of St. Peter's are inconceivably 
rich in variegated marbles, are the tomb of Clement XIII. 
by Canova, a living artist, and that of Paul 111. by William 
de la Porte, a pupil of Michael Angelo. 
., .These unequalled essays of modern sculpture are invari- 
ably distinguished _from other mausoleums of popes and 
princes, equally rich and splendid, by the spontaneous 
admiration of surrounding crowds. 

The design of the former is equally simple and majestic 
A Genius in a disconsolate attitude extinguishing the torch 
of life, and Religion trimiphant, having at their feet two 
lijons, one sleeping, the other watchful, support a square 
tomb, upon which the Pope appears kneeling in his ponti- 
y .fical habits, the tiara at his feet. This inconiparable 
cenotaph is not less than twenty feet high, the whole exe- 
cuted in white marble, except the lions and their pedestals, 
in grey. 

In the latter. Justice and Prudence lie recumbent on a 
pedestal before the tpmb of Paul III. who sits above in 
the attitude of giving the benediction, the tiara on his head, 
and on his finger the episcopal ring. The., figure of the 
Pope is of bronze, but those of Justice and Prudence of 
. white marble; the latter an aged matron, the former ayouth- 
ful virgin, so charming in nature, dignity and grace, that it 
was i<)und indispensibly necessary to cover a part of the 
body with bronze drapery. 
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The statuary of Michaei Angelo, and the Chevalier Ber- 
nini at St. Peters, i^ greatly inferior to these incomparable 
perform ancesl You must therefore here study the genius 
of the former in the aery concave of the dome, and af the' 
latter in the s{)iendid designs executed in gilt bronze, for 
the decoration of the high altar and the papul chair. 

It requires an hour or two to walk round the sequestered 
aisles, and contemplate at leisure the splendid monuments 
of the latter popes, and of such other sovereign princ^es as 
have died at Rome, no meaner dust being suffered to repose 
in state beneath this imperial canopy. 

The cenotaph of Innocent VilL whose pontificate says 
his epitaph was illustrated by the discovery of a. new world, 
and that of Sixtus IV. both of them executed in bronze 
by Antonio BoUajolo, a Florentine artist of the fifteenth 
century, were brought thither from the old church, the 
floor of which had been arched over on building the new 
ODe, as.monuaients of art too precious to be left behind ia 
its now subterranean recesses. 

That of Sixtus is a low altar tomb upon the floor, of the 
chapel of the sacrament, on which the Pope lies at lengtb 
in his pontifical robes, surrounded by emblematical per- 
sonifications of the Arts and Sciences, exquisitely embossed, 
in demi-celief, upon its sloping sides. 

Paul III. and Urban VIII. were the first eminent popes 
inhumed in the new edifice; both SiAtus V. and Paul V, 
though one of them finished the dome, and the other the 
frontispiece, having chosen to be laid in chapels of their 
own, under the more immediate protection of the Virgin, at 
Santa Marior Maggiore. ^ , 

Queen Christina of Sweden, that singular compound of 
ferocity and devotion, who abjured her religion, and abdi* 
cated her crovvn to spend her days in visiting the churches 
and convents of Rome, lies here beneath a splendid monu- 
ment, near the supposed remains of the countess Matilda, 
so famous for her princely donation to the popes. 

Here also repose the rcliques of Mary, grand-daughter 
of John Sobieski, king of Poland, and wife of the pretender, 
the natural or the lawful son of James II. who long resided 
at liome with the empty title of king of Great Britain. 

Beside these regal mausoleums, tKe . most remarkable 
tomb to an observer, who has more regard to the progress 
of information, than to the attributes of infallibilitv, 6t the 
perfections of art, is that of Gregory XILl. with a bas-relieF, 
representing the correction of the kalendar, which was oi:* 
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daiDed by that pontiff in 1584, though it Was Hot till 17S2 
that England^ habitually suspicious of papistical precedents, 
could be persuaded to adopt the alteration of the style. ^^ I 
do not like new fangled notions/' said the old duke of 
B- ,when the measure was proposed to him by the vola- 
tile Chesterfield, for his support in the house of peers.* 

Such a reader as his grace of B would skim over the 

technical information, that thid historical monument was 
sculptured by Rusconi, and is supported by colossal figures of 
Religion and Strength ; he might perhaps mumble through 
the various expressions in brass and marble, of the fertile 
fancy of Monot or Algardi, but he would certainly drop 
asleep, should I attempt to distinguish the vigorous pro- 
ductions of Bernini in the statue of Longinus, and the tomb 
of Urban, from the feeble efforts of his expiring genios 
in the crowded cenotaph of the last pope Alexander. « 

An unbeliever in the christian system, will learn with 
triumph or contempt, the imaginary miracles that strike 
the eye at St. Peter's, with the aggravation of contrast, 
amidst the real wonders of art, by which they are surrounded. 

Here an antiquated picture of the Virgin, preserved from 
the rubbish of the old church, is hung, though but scantily 
with votive tablets, and ludicrous representations of hair 
breadth escapes. There St. Peter and St. Paul, the pro- 
mulgators of piety and peace appear, in the clouds, sword 
in hand, to defend Pope L^o from the incursioas of Attila, 
king of the Huns. 

Here Gregory the great converts the /Consecrated wafer 
into a shoulder of mutton, to the utter confusion of an 
unbeliever in the real presence. There some female martyr, 
in emulation of St. Denis, carries her own head in her 
hands to place it upon an altar, for the veneratien of the 
faithful. 

But at Rome miracles are familiar, and all these wonder- 
working saints attract little attention, in comparison of a 

* Chesterfield humorously describes bis own ignorance of the subject 
in the celebrated Letters to. his son, of whom he would so gladly iiave made 
a state$>man or a philosopher ; but he was not du bois dont on en fait [the 
' itutf of w^iich sucn thinp are made.] It was Lord Maccelesfield that framed 
the bill, and 9upp*)rtea it in a scientificai speech, that nobody understood, 
wikile GhieSt4rfieW displayed to such advantage, the aslionomical phrases 
bo faad got by heart on the occasion, plentifully interlarded with amusing 
episodes, a:iid rhetorical flourishes, that it was his speccii convinced their 
lordships, and rang throqgh all Europe as a master-piece of modern el»* 
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brazen ia?ag€ of St. Peter^ Mrhich was cast out of a brokea 
statue of Jupiter Capitoliuus. It sits upon ^.marble pede« 
stal^ beneath a scarlet canopy* on the right hand of the 
altar: a lamp burns constantly before it^ the accompaniment 
of the keys is not forgotten, the right foot extends with 
a magisterial air, and men, women and children kis« it as 
they pass, bowing and scraping adoration! 

A hundred clerks perform the offices of the choir in the 
various grades of priest-hood, from the candle-suMffef to 
the canon and the cardinal arch-priest, all of whom are 
bound to live in a state of celibacy^ and have apartments 
in the vestry. , 

They assemble twice a day, in full dress, for matins 
and vespers^ when the pomp of instrumental music is ac- 
companied by half a dozen eunuchs, whqse enchanting 
voices are sadly contrasted by their pallid faces and dis* 
torted limbs. 

It is a singular fact in tbe history of superstition, that 
the chapt^er of St. Peter's, in white and silver, glittering 
with illumination and futning with incense, attracts but 
few spectators, even among the church-going populace of 
Rome. While crowds of devotees collect every evening to 
chant the litany before a portrait of the weeping Virgin'^ in 
a little chapel of the Piazza Colonna. 

But the privileged performers of the papal cathcfdral, 
do not even affect the semblances of zeal. Noviciates often 
smile at the awkwardness of initiation, and the canons 
themselves sometimes slumber in iheir stalls. 

The splendid mosaic of tbe chapel glistens with the 
tapers of the altar, which is served with vessels of silver, 
and covered with cloth of gold. On either hand is a 
gallery for the musicians, and 1 have often heard thirty 
performers at a time arrayed in linen vestments, chant- 
it^g alternately tbe responses of the choral service, in 
which the canons and the clerks occasionally join, from 
^cending de^ks parallel with the galleries^ before which 
benches are placed transversely for spectators ; hut so few 
attend at St. Peter's, that a philosophical observer may 
speculate at his ease upon the ceremonies of the choir, 
where nq ntark of co-operation pr obeisance is expected 
frqm stra tigers. 

If tt)is were nat the case, tbe doubts of a protestant, pc 
t}\^ s^rnpk^ of a dissenter^ migbt he lulled to rest hy the 

f ftli^ter Ddlojrisaima. 
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inscription oyer the organ loft, selected from the pions 
rhapsodies of the sweet singer of Israel : 

PSALLITE DEO NOSTRO* 

Bui when the song of praise ascends, from the graduated 
band of voices and instruments, sceptics and infidels migiit 
listen with rising fervour to repeated hallelujahs, and bow 
to the valedictory* ascription of 

GLO.RIA PATRl ! ET FILIO ! ET SPIRITO SANCTO ! 

St. Peter's and its appendages are supposed to have cost 
twenty millions sterling; as many centuries of progressive 
ingenuity must have preceded the bold design ; and suc- 
cessive generations have concurred to rarse and to decorate 
this magnificent temple, which concentrates the sublime 
c»>nceptions of a Raphael, a Canova, and a Michael An- 
gelo, the painter, the sculptor, and the architect of a re- 
volving period of the arts, which returns (if it returns 
at all) like the comet of Newton, in an ellipsis of ages. 



LETFER Xir. 



THE PALACE OF THE VATICAN, 

X HE morning of yesterday, was fully employed in 
'^^^^bling over the endless apartments of the papal palace, 
*"e number of which you are gravely told exceeds eleven 
"^ousand. Be that as it may, they have remained unoc- 
<^upied ever since the departure of Pius VI. the present 
Pope residing altogether in the Quirinal, or Summer 
Palace, in which his state can be maintained with a far 
less expensive establishment than would be necessary to 
people the twenty courts, and two hundred staircases of the 
Vatican. • 

This irregular edifice, or mass of edifices, has been 
erected at diflferent pqriods, without any general plan, ac- 
cording to the taste or convenience of successive priests and 
princes. It has arisen by degrees, from the humble dor- 

• Sing unto our God. 
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mitbiy of St* Liberitts, or St. Symmachos, in live fifth cen- 
tury, to the royal palace of Sixtus V. who erected the 
tnagnificefit court of St, Damasus, which has been ever 
since the winter resirferice of the sovereign pontiffs, and 
tlie imperial Museum of Pius VI. who added to the dark- 
iBome galleries of Sixtus, the splended Rotundas that 
once inclosed the proudest monuments of the Arts. 

The imposing pile is beheld as you approach the dome 
of St. Peter's, towering over the northern Piazza, through 
which coach,es may drive under cover, a thousand or twelve 
hundred feet, and ^et down at the entrance of the right 
hand corridor, in the side of which a plivate door way 
leads, by a winding *ascent, into the great court or cloister ; 
around idiich, in thi'^ee stories, run the celebrated piazzas, 
itsne of which has been ornamented thiee hundred years by 
■the luxuriant fancy of Raphael. 

But to go on by the principal eAtrance, the corridor, four 
hundi^ feet long, terminates in the atigle of Ihe portico of 
St. Peter's, io which is the stntue of Cdnstantine, astonish- 
ed at the Vision of the Cross. * 

Here you instinctively cast an eye to the left, ranging 
foar hundred feet along the vaulted portico, to the distant 
figfire of Charlemagne, in the opfposite corl-rdor^ beforfe 
you prepare yourself to ascend the marble steps of the 
great stair-case. They extend from wall to wall, beneath 
an Ionic colonnade, terminating in ^ half pace, from 
^vhence another flight leads you iato the great hall, at the 
far end of which yon enter the chapel, vvhere the car** 
ilinals assemble in conclave for the election of thtt 
J)opes.* 

It is in this chapel, called the Capella Sistina, because 
it tvas erected by Sixlns IV. that the gigantic genius of 
Michael Angelo has displayed all its sublimity, uncon* 

♦. The gfeat ball is called the Sola Bei^ia, Wause it was there that thk 
popes gave audience to foreign ambassadors. In it, among other paintings 
(y Giorgio Vasari, and other seeond fsltk ^itit^rs, is Alexander 1)1. Cthe 
•haughty pontiff that made the kings of FraA€?e and England hold hissthrup, 
and lead his raule) setting his foot upon the necfe of tfic Emperor Frederick. 
The Return of Gregory XI. from Avignon to Rome; the Battle of Lepaiito, 
^ued over the Tarks by Pius V. m whidi 30,000 Mahometans were slain, 
and the Massacre of St." Bartholomew at Paris, during the pontiBcnte tit 
Gregory XIII. i)y whom a medal was struck in Commemoration of thvtt 
xhockiog event; on the reverse of whidi appears the destroying 
Angel, with the cro^s ia one baud, atid tke eitcrmiouting sword h^ 
the other ! 
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trolled. It is true, l?y the rules of nJecency, and unshackled by 
tne fetters of truth. 

Over the papal altar, at the west end of the chapel, in 
a space forty feet.wi(|e, apd fifty or sixty high, the daring 
painter has depicted th^Day of righteous Retribution, when 
♦he actions of inen will be weighed in the unerring balance 
of the Sanctuary* It swarm^ with innumerable figures of 
angels, men, and devils, pnder the various impressions of 
liope and fear. 

But it is upon the coved pieling of this celebrated cbapel| 
^hat Michael Angelo has peculiarly ^tamped the guperna* 
turnl ideas of his fervid ipi.tgipation. ' 

The whole space is divided ipto pompartments of difr 
ferent dimensions, with intervals for correspondent accom- 
paniments. Along the middle of the vault are represented 
Scripture Histories, from the stupendous moment of Crea- 
tion, when God said, *' Let there be light," and there was 
flight, to the portentous hour when our first parents wer^ 
driven out of Paradise, by the Angel with a Jiaming 
sword ^ 

At each end, and on both sides, prophet^ and sibyls 
alternately impress ihe trembling spectator with the lamen- 
tation of Jeremiah, and the visions of l^zekiel ; or contrast 
the prediction of Isaiah, " Behold a Virgin shall conceive! 
'af'trginf bear a Sod," with the incantation? of the Delphic 
Sibyl, who is said to have foretold the birth of Christ. Two 
youths in concomitant postures of grief, of wonder, or of 
• fear, wait upon the revelations of the prophet or the sibyl, 
and imbibe or impart the visionary rapture. While conr 
tiguousangelsdevelopemen or women, whose attitudes arc 
legibly impressed with the melancholy, the terror, or the 
extacy of the particular Visionary to whom they refer ^ 
tr introdwce some episode of Jewish story, fraught with the 
^ccomplishmentof prophetic denunciation, gm/y Heads hung 
fut of a rmndow/or new bom Infants dashed against the wall^ 

,. * T*?'s famous ci^ling is said to have ^)een paintefl forty years before 
in^r?.^ f of the :Ust Judgment, which must therefore have been a pro- 
Veari R^ ; ^^^u ^^^^ ^^^P^ciaHy as it employed the labour' of eight 
' some remniT', '^i!" "^^"^^ "^^'^^^ °^ "^^ ceremonies having ventured 
trLint^r L''^" '^^^ *^^^ '^"^'^^^^ ^^'^ which the piece abounds, 

W 'S sf^l;!:'\^^ ^""^""' «nd placed the poor courtier in bel^ 

Koliness could n^ -f«„v.. u "'*^® ' " ,"« "ad been m purtsatory, yoat 
dehiption.^ °* doubt have released Iwn, b«t in hell there is no rfr 
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At the other end of the great hall is the Capella Paulina^ 
in which are some rough sketches by the same master* 
band; this chapel being only intended for ceremonies tha^t 
require llluminatioa^ such as the exposition of the forty 
hdars^ and the tenebra of the hojy week. 

On one side is another large hall, which leads to the 
celebrated lodges of Raphael. They cbnsist of thirteeri 
lofty arcades, erected by Leo X. forming one wing of th^ 
second story of the.cpfurtof St. Damasus. 

What is usually reckoned the most rettiarkable in thitf 
famous gallery, is the Sacred History 6n' the sides of the 
coving of every lodge, from the dawn of Creation to the 
last Supper of our blessed Lord, l^he latter is said to be 
the only piece of the series^ immedia(tely from the pencil 
of Raphael, all the others having been painted by hi/ 
Scholars, from the designs of tb^eir master. 

But the infinite variety of inventrony in the grotesque 
ornaments, with which these lodges ^re covered; forms a 
much finer specimen of the peculiar talents of this great 

i)ainter; and some libidinous exhibitiousv that lie perdue 
lere and there, grossly indicate that the expenses of 
St. Peter's wt^re hot the only temporal caused of the refor* 
niatton. 

At the end of these lodges; a s1de-d<ror opens' into' th^ 
[State apartments of Julius IL comonly calkd the chambers 
of Raphael, because they were painted by him and hisi 
scholars. They are four id number, all drawn from the 
designs of Raphael, though those of the third only are 
painted by his own unrivaljed hand. 

The first of them, called the Hall of Constatitin^, is arobml 
of thirty feet by sixty, the corners of which are ornamented 
with Virtues, Geniuses, Sec. among wiiich Justice and Cie*^ 
mency are easily disiinguhjhable to the eye Of taste, As 
emanating from his own pencil. They are seen to6 with' 
peculiar interest, from having been iix hand at ihe titoe 
of his early decea"se. 

Thes6 figures form noble accotnpanimehts to' ah ttnmense 
picture, which Covers one dide of the hall, representing the 
Victory of Constantitie the Great over the tyrant Maxentius 
at the Ponte Molle. At One end of the apartment is seen* th<6. 
pretended apparition of the Cross, While the EtnperoirWW 
RaraQgtiing his army before the battle, which is said to ba^v^ 
been accompanied with these encouraging words, thobglV 
they were probably of much later invention/ 



t$r TRAVELS 7IIB0C0H 



. In hoc signo vinces.* 

In consequence of this victory, Constantine is said to have 
submitted to be baptized as a christian, by Pope Sylvester, 
as is represented at the other end of the room ; and betweea 
the windows is depicted the Imperial Donation, afterward 
made to the prelates of the Roman See. 

The second chamber, twenty-five feet square on one side, 
lepresents the apocryphal story of Heliodorus, prefect of 
Seleucus, King of Assyriai when he was sent to pillage the 
.Temple of Jerusalem, from which he is driven away by two 
angels at the prayer of the high prieit Onias. Here the 
vanity of Julius has forced Raphael into an anachronism, 
equally false and incongruous. -The PontiiF in a velvet 
cap and slippers, appears tranquilly seated in an armed 
ehair, upon the shoulders of his vacant porters, in the 
aiidst of this scene of confusion. 

Opposite, St. Leo the Great, in the likeness of Leo X. 
attended by two cardinals mounted upon mules, which arer 
almost entirely covered by their flowing robes, meets Attila 
on his way to Rome> and threatens the barbarian character- 
istically enough, with the vengeance of St. Peter and Su% 
Paul. The meek Apostles accordingly appear Kn the clouds, 
brandishing naked swords, over the affrighted chieftain, 
notwithstanding they have themselves left it upon record, 
that the weapons of their warfare were not carnal. This 
piece however is said to be by Raphael's own hand. 

On one side of this chamber, Julius is again present, 
kneeling at an altar, while his brawny porters repose them* 
selves below, at which a priest of Bolsena is represented 
elevating the Host, from which, are seen to trickle drop* 
of bloqd, to convince the astonished officiator of the doc- 
*trine of ilje real presence, of which he is said to have before 
entertained some doubts; a figtitious miracle, which however 
seasonably wrousjht, at the moment when the harbingers 
>:;«l£; reform atiiEm first dared to disbelieve, proved altagethei 
' 'ineffectual to arrest the progress of revivii>g truth, 

Between the windows is St. Peter in prison, when the 
Angel came to him by night, caused the chain to fall from 
€fffds hancky and led Mm forth inio the streets of Jerusalem^ 
m this piece Ithree different lights are thought, to be very 

* Uoder t^k banner tbou shait cdnoaeitt 
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happily expressed, but I should have preferred the nur 
broken effect of a singie ooe, emanatiog from: tbe effulgent 
j^BgeJi. 

The third chaofiber, wbich was e,n«tirely wrought by 
Baphael bimaelf^ contains bis master-piece^ the School q£ 
jAtbens> wbich was also his iifst essay at Rome. In this 
admirable performance you are at a loss, whether most 
to admire tbe inventioa, the character, or the sttyle. The. 
scene i^ an open portico of magnificent architecture. Plato 
and Aristotle appear in th^ midst discoursing philosophical^ 
ly. On. one siae Socrates lectures Alcibiades. Below Py- 
thagoras in tbe midst of his pupils descants upon the prin*^ 
^iples of harmony. Diogenes reposes upon one of the 
9teps, enjoying his book and his porriager^ and Arcbimede». 
traces a hexagon upon the floor, for the instruction of a 
noble youth ; while Zoroaster cotitem{»lates a globe, neajr 
which the painter has introduced himself, his master 
Peragino, and bis patron Bramaiite. 

In tlie opposite pannel,. the Doctors of the Churph hold 
a theological argument upon the mystery of the Sacrament, 
one of those things that have been hid f ram the wis^ uadpru^ 
dent, to be revealed laito babes and sucklings^ 

Over the windows on the right and left are subjects^ 
indifferently treated^ though by. the peneil of Raphael, who 
has however introduced among tbe ornaments of th^ 
deling allegorical personifications, sublimely characterisiie 
of Poetry, Philosophy, Sec; tbe eye of the former, as. Shake* 
tpeare says, in ajme phren^ rolBng. 

in the fourth and last chamber, tbe. only picture attri- 
buted to the hand of Raphael is the Conflagration that 
liappened in the neighbourhood of the catbadral^ in the 
time of St. Leo IV. who shews himself at a window of 
the old church, and the superstitious multitude prostrate 
Itlem^elves at his feet for his apostolic intercession.' 

Opposite to this sketch, the perspective of which is verv 
defective, Leo HI, another equivocal saint^ canonicaliy 
purges himself from the crimes imputed to hinj> in tbe 
presence of Charlemagne. On the third face>,th^ Prelates 
crowDB the Prince in the church of St, Peter ^ and. on the 
fourth another Leo, of still more dubious sanctity, tri- 
umphs over the Saracetxs at the port of Osiia. 
L Returning to the Loggia, and c^ntiuuing alqhg tbei 
second and third wing, you enter the private. apartments^. 
#rom wbich a coyered gallery, carried oveftiatervenibg stPcets; 



aodhou^^e^ fbr the space of half a mile^ connects the p6n^ 
dficnl palace with the castle of St. Angela.* 

Descending to the ground fioor^ a door on the left open? 
into the grand corridor of the Belvidere^ twenty feet wide, 
und nine nundred long. An iron gate half-way along this 
l^llery is the entrance to the Vatican Library. It was 
ibroierly kept at Si. John de Lateran% but Martin V. re- 
amoved it to this palace^ the old apartments having^ be-^' 
come too small> in consequence of the large addition made 
to the Papal library by Nicholas^V. and Sixtus IVw 

Sixtns V. erected tne present superb apartment. It is' 
divided into a double arcade^ two hundred feet long and 
fifty wide/ by a range of quadrangular piers^ around wbicb 
as well as along the walls^ the books and manuscripts are 
preserved in close presses^ the uppermost shelves of which 
are within reach from the floor. 

Id this famous lihrary, in which Nicholas V. liberally 
deposited the literary treas^ures of the east^ which he ac-' 
quired from the Greeks who flee} into Europe on the takings 
of Constant! nople> there is a small folio of Virgil> sup- 
|»osed to be at least thirteen hundred years old. It is 
broader than it is Ipng^ and the text is written wholly iv 
capital letters without points. 

jSut the curiosity of an Englishman will be much more' 
powerfully excited by Henry Villth's Defence of the Seven 
Sacraments, against the exceptions of Martin Luthery 
which procured for the sovereigns of England, the title 
fhey still maintain of Defenders of the F£th. It is inscribed 
ppon the title page with the foUowmg monkish distich : 

Angk)puni Rex Henribus Leo Deeimo mittit 
H(Kf Optts et fidei cesiem et amicitis.f 

The lettef ^hich accompanied it is also prefserv^tf. In 
begins thus, '^ Be'atlssime Pater post bumillimam commen« 

 By this g^lle^J in 1527, whea Roaie^as saclcd fot the Inst tihac hf 
tbte troops of Charles V. under t)ie^ cummaud of the Constable de Boury 
hoD^ Clement Vtt saved himself from the fury of tbe on^et ia which the 
city was (^iven^up to pillage aad slMughter, not as hi barbarous ages by 
Coths a)Ki Vandalsy'ttut by tlie subjcpts of a catholic prince, who kept his 
spiritual fatiier a Ipng^hile ia close confinement; yet at Madrid the im-^ 
perial hypocrite could blind the eye* of the faithful, by directing prayers and 
processions for the deliverance of the head of the church. 

t Houry king of £n||^^ presects to Leo X. dnis testimuny of hi»* 
littth aud'^'fritoaship* 
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dationem et devotissima peduin osci;^la bcatoruin/' ^ The 
superscription runs 

SaRCtissimo clementissimoqae Domino Patro Paf».t 

* The two first points asserted bj' Luther appear' to have 
teen, " Indulgentiie sunt adulatorutn Romaiiorum ncr 
quitist;/' and ^' Papatus est robusta venaiio Komani Pon- 
tifids-J" 

There are also seven love letters written to Anna Boleyn, 
before marriage^ in the barbarous French of that age. Un6 
of them begins thus, *' Ma Mastres et Amye, Mo^ et moii 
coeur se mestet en vous mains, vous suppliant le» avoir put 
recommandds a vgtre bqnne grace, et que par absens votre 
affection ne leur soit diminu6.'*§ 

At the end of the hall you enter a transverse gallery^ 
the left wing of which is richly furnished with Eiruscafi 
vases, and christian antiquities ; the latter very rude, having 
Tbeen mofetlv discovered in the catacombs. 

it terminates in a cabinet, the walls of which are lined 
with Egyptian papyrus, and the eeilingis painted in fresco 
by Mengs, the last painter of original genius that was bora 
or patronised in Italy. He' has here depicted a beautiful 
allegory of History, writing her memorandums upon the back 
ofTime.jl 

In the right wiqg there is a collection of engravings, and 
a cabinet of antiques^ particularly rich in medals, cameos^ 
intaglios, &c. At this end of the gallery, an iron gate 
richly ornamented, communicates with the great stair-case 
of the Clementine Museum. 

Returning through the library into the great corridor 
and going on towards the Museum, you observe upon th« 
jight band wall, an immense number of antique tablets, 
with inscriptions in Greek ^d Latin, an 

  ample page. 

Rich mth the spoils of Time 

* Most holy Father, after my humble duty, end devout salutatSonof 
your sacred feet, 

•f To the most holy and most clement Lord and Father the Pope. 

I Indulgences are an iniquitous invention of tiie Roman courtiers. Th^. 
papacy is the great sin of the Roman pontificate. 

§ Sweet heart, I put myself - arid my heart into your keeping, beseeching. 
you to accept this recommendation to your favour; that absence may not 
dimmish your affection, &c» 

Ij Mcni;s v^as a German. Carlo I^arratti, who fioUrishad in the seven- 
teeuth century, was the l^t Italian artist, whflise works are legft)ly saper- 
scribed, " to posterity/' iu tfafe uaiTersal language of truth and i^ure. 
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You cMie at I Agth to a flight of steps^ ftt th^e top of wliich 
is an iron gate, by which vou enter the unparalleled Museum 
founded by Cieiaent Xlv . and perfected by Pius VI. 

It is a suite of ten or twelve magnificent apartments, 
gE^)erbly enriched with sculptured walls, and paiated ciel- 
iogSy in which have been arranged with correspondent 
dignity the various objects of inventive art, that once 
decorated the baths, the palaces, the forums^ the temples, 
and the tombs of the conquerors of the world. 

In the outer vestibule, a small cube, among other less 
interesting objects, are preserved the monuments lately dis-f 
covered in the tomb of the Scipios on the Appian way. 

Tl)ese precious reliques consist of a sarcophagus, 
qruarmented with roses and triglyphs,. surmounted with 
^pldjng scrolls, and inscribed with the natne.and hoiionrs 
of Scipio Barbutus, the bust of a youth crowned with laurel, 
no doubt one of the three meutioned by Cicero, in descri- 
bing the tomb of the Cornelii, two of which were of that 
noblie family, and one of their protegee, the poet Ennius, 
(some .fragments only of which poets have escaped the 
ravages of time) and a number of lacoAic inscriptions^ one 
of which records Cn. Cornelius Scipio Hispanus, and 
another Cornelius Scipio Comatus, a youth that died at the 
age of sixteen*. 

The inner vestibule is a circle, in the midst of which 
Dvas once placed upon a pedestal, the famous Torso 6f the 
Beividere, the workmanship of Apollonius, the sdn of 
Kestor. It was a headless trunk, without arms or Ieg<^ 
.greatly admired by Michael Anselo, and after him by all 
professed artists and connoissures, tnough a common observer 
would not be likely much to regret that it is now replaced 
hy a plaster cast, the French having conveyed the original 
to Paris. . * 

Each of the four niches vnth which' it is surrounded, 
contains other admired, fragments, for the contemplation of 
the curious ; but as I prefer legs with feet/ and necks with 

N 

* Scipio Barbatus was consul in the year of Rome 456, three hundred 
years before Christ, the inscripdon upon tlii^ tomb is therefore oue of tlie 
|nost ancient that has come down to our times. It follows, verbatim ei 
. kUraiim^ for the satisfaction of the curious. 

- t«lNELlVS, tVCtVS. SCIPIO. BARBAIVS. tNAIVOP. PATE l»R0C5AirS. 
PORTIS. VIIL SAPIENSQUE. QVOIVS. FORMA. VIRTYTEI. PARISVMA. FVIT. 

'.ii-COilSOL. CESOR. iBDILIS. QVEI. " FVIT. APVD< VOS, — TAVRASIA. CISAV- 
»A. SAMimO, CKPIT.^— SITBICIT, OMKE, LOVCANA. OPSIDESQVE, ABIM)\> 
CIT. ' - • - ' '' ^ 
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heads on^ to all th<e mutilations of^ time and jchance^ I sball 
pasd on through the chamber of Bacchus^ where I see 
nothing wonh particular notice, to 

The court of statues, under the colonnades of which^ 
among sarcophaguses of marble, and basons of basal tes 
^nd granite, the edges of which are as square as if th€y 
had been cut but yesterday, by chisels of forgotten temper^ 
were exhibited to the admiration of successive ages, those 
miracles of art, the Apollo Belvidere, and the Groupe of 
I#aocoon ; but the French have transported them l>oth 
beyond the Alps, and they are now replaced bj models in 
plaster. 

From the court you enter the hall of Rivers, which 
be^iiss the unparalleled $uit of rooms that was added to this 
iBiiseum by rius VI. 

A vestibule formed by colonnades, divides the hall into 
Wo, for the reception of recumbent statues of tlie Tiber 
and the Nile, the original of which now repose upon the 
banks of the Seine. 

The vestibule is payed with ancient mosaics, representing 
among other objects an eagle devouring a hare ^ and it is 
lined, as are the two wings, with an infinite variety of bird^ 
and beasts, efxecuted in the richest and hardest marbles, 
<em.ulating the natural colours of the animals they represent, 

Th^ hall of Rivers communicates on the right with the 
gallery of statues, where among many fine tilings there 
is nothing worth particuWr notice,since the sitting figures of 
Posidippus and Menander, of Trajan, and Demositheues, 
(the emperor holding in his hand a globe, as the sign c^ 
.universal empire) have been removed to Paris, together 
with the recumbent effigy of Cleopatra, with the asp upop 
her arm. 

At the eod of the gallery, two columns and an arch 
successively admit you into three chambers of bustos, in 
which, upon marble slabs, continued round the rooms, are 
placed a vast number of antique heads. Among them you 
readily select the well known characters of the elder Brutos, 
of Scipio Africanua, of Julius Csesar, 8cc. In the middle of 
^he second of these chambers are two superb tables ofverde 
anti()ue, ^nd within a niche at the end ff the third, isi a 
Jupiter Fulminans, which the French havr^rft <l know not 
for what reason) sitting upon his eagle, the scepter in on^ 
hand, and the thunder-bolt in the other. 
From these chambers you pass into an open balcony^ line4 
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T^^ith fUtue^i which reconducts you to the upper end of the 
gallery, through a cabinet elegantly decorated with all the 
refinements of modern taste, for the reception of some 
beautiful §tatues of Venus, Adonis, Ganymede, &c. with 
correspondent has reliefs, and a tesselated pavement, 
found ill the Villa Adriana, with a most beautiful border of J 
Jruit and flowers. . " , 

You qow re-enter the right wing of the hall of Rivers, the 
vestibule of which leads into the chamber of the Moses, 
fk vast i^nd beautiful apartment, whose cieling, blooming 
with the Loves and Graces, is supported by sixteen colunans 
pf Carrara n^arbl^, wjth ^antique capitals from the Villa 
Adri^na. 

Here are richly enshrined, Apollo, and the fabled Nine. 
Here are^ did J say ? I shoi^ld have said, here were, for 
Thalia and Melpomene, Clio, Erato, Calliope, JJrania, 
.Euterpe, Terpsichore, and Polyhymnia, were all swept 
away at a stroKC, together with the lermini of the Greciaa 
£ages, by which they were originally accompanied. Some 
pf the blopks were with heads, and some of them without. 
Among the latter, alas ! Solon and Pittacus, Among 
the former Plato, Epicurus, Demosthenes, Zeno, and 
Periander. 

Let us go on to the Rotunda, a hall of fifty feet 
^ianieter, with ten windows, richly intercolumniated, and 
€1 vaulted roof ornamented with stucco. 

Ten collqssal busts, of peculfar elegance, once stood 

i round the superb apartment upon blocks of porphyry, 
^he most remarkable of them were those of Adrian and 
Antinous, the Sun and the Ocean, and the geniuses of Tra- 
gedy and Comedy, all of which had been found in that 
inexhaustible mine of antiquities, the Villa of Adrian. 

The colossal statues, intended to adorn this Rotunda, had 
not been placed in their niches when the French depredators 
decimated this unparalleled collection, to enrich the gallery 
of Paris. The most remarkable of them/ were those of 
,the Godd^i^s Juno, and of the Emperor Nerva. 

The pavement is black and white mosaic, representing 
Medusa's head, with a border of Sea Monsters, was founa 
at Otricoli, and in the midst, upon a bronze-stand four feet 
high, is a bason of porphyry, fifteen feet diameter. 

rrom this Imperial Hall, you pass into a chamber in the 
shape of a Greek cross, by a bronze door, the jambs of 
which are of red granite^ and they are supported by 
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Egyptian ^ isarjfatides of the same imperishable materia^ 
twelve feet in height. They stand on pedestals^ and beifr 
vases Upon their heads, or rather upon an entablaturei the 
frieze of which is an antique bas relief^ representing d 
combat of liods and gladiatofs. 

Tlie most remakable objects in this room dre tvto prd- 
digious blocks of porphyry, embossed with figures, th€J 
heads of which are in fiilll relief. One of them Was brought 
frbm the ancient temple of Bacchus, now the church of St« 
Gonstantia^ where it contained the ashes of the daughter 
of Constilntilie. The other wa9 found dtnorig th^ rcrins 
of the tower, called^ Pignatara, a few miles without thef 

fates of Rome; and is supposed to have ^ been the tomb of 
t. Helena, the mother df the first Cbristrani Emperor^ 
"I^he paven^ent is a mosaic, which Was found at TusCuIum. 

This apartoient opens inio the great ^Caif-Case. It is of' . 
Carrara marble^ divided into three flights. Otie of them 
descends to the libra^y^ the gafden, &c. a^ncl the other twd 
lead to the upper galtefie$. It is decorated w^ith twenty 
colurnds of grstnite, beside statues, vatses, tic. 

Ascefldidg the mafble steps, yoU entef a long gallery^^ 
divided into six apartments, by as many arches, supported' 
by Ionic columns. They are all lined with Vases, Tripods, 
C^andelabra, Demi-^olcfmots, and Egyptiatni Idols of the 
rarest marbled. 

Biit before you advance, an iron sate invites ycfttto p^ep 
into d lefsser Rotunda, still ttiore i\ch\y de<^orated than the; 
former, dnd ennobled by a view of the dome of St. Peter^s; 
Tvhich ilppears at a distance through Otie of the windows. 
In the iniddle of the apartment is an antique Car with tw<y 
Horses, driven by a victor at the Olynrpio games* 

Passing through the six divisions oi the gallery of vases', 
tvith a ctirsory glance at the innumerable objects they 
contain, yon enter the picture gafUer^ of the BeKidere, of 
tvrhich I shall say notWing, as every thing p)*rtrcu:larly 
Valuable has been selected bv the Frenbb. 

Returning to the great-stair case, yoti may descend into 
the garden, if you Ohoose ; but it contains nothing remarka- 
ble to a French or English traveller, excepting the pedestal 
of the column of Antotiinu^ Plusy which ^i raffed to his 
memory by his adopted sotis Marcus' AotmisQfQs and^ hacituf 
Venls. 

It is a single block of white marble twelve or fourteen* feel 
sqxiarex ornamented with superb bas reliefe. One of tbew 
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represefttS the Apotheosis of Antoniiitis and FamiiM, Hr'rfb 
whom « powerftil AngVl -ascends to heaven. BelOW thif 
groupe, on on^ side \i a RomaTrittopbans, on the other « 
ligure of Ettfmity, embracing an obelisk. 
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LETTER XIII. 

ftOMAN T£AiPZ<ES AlVO OTHER ANTI^UY &B1F1CE8» 

C/F the many heathen temples at Rome, which have been 
converted iato Christian churches, although severar are 
strikingly beautiful, yet none are comparable to the 
Pantheon in. respect either of sublimity or preservation. 

This majestic Kotunda has withstood the injuries of time 
apd nature eveir since the age of the Consuls. By them the 
gigantic concave was dedicated to Cybele, the fancied 
motlier pf th^ gpds, and her numerous progeny, celestial, 
terrestrial, anainfernaU' as in aftei" times, bVthe Popes, tQ 
the Virgin Mary, and all the saints of the kalehdar* 
'. It was'origipally a simple dome, a ibrra of all others, 
the least Tiable to decay, as if intended by Ks founders to 
^fudiire for ever- 

The interior is a hundred and fifty feet diameter, and an 
hundred and fifty high, within solid walls of Roman brick, 
little less than twenty feet in thickness. They are only 
perforated by a single door, twenty feet wide, and a single^ 
window, in th^ centre of the vault, large enough to admit 
at once asufiiciency of light and air. 

Agrippa, the son-in-law of Augustus, added the marble 
portico, forty feet by eighty, or ninety, supported by sixteen 
Corinthian columns, five feet diameter and forty high^ 
although each of them is but a single piece of red granite, 
with bases and capitals of white marble. The Augustan 
inscription is stilllegible upon the frieze. 

M. ACBirpA L. F. cos, TERTIUM FECIT*. 

Within a lofty niche, on each side of the entrance, the 
foyal favourite proudly or impiously placed colossal statue* 

* Erected by M. Agrippa, the «(m of L. ia tus tliird con^uiate. 
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of btmselt; Itndl tns fldoptiire father, and the 9^1f-crlNit«4 
duties are iuppoaed to have appeared agaifi abore in- 
tffHifnphal cars^ upon the sqaare towers which rise to the 
eiEitablatiire of the edifice, and now terininate io moderii 
belfries. But every thing of that kind, an the outside of thief 
buHding, has long been overthrown aiid buried in tim- 
accumotated rubbish of snrroandiiij^ ruins^ Occasioned bj 
the ravages of the Goths and ^ndals^ the eflfect of 
soecessive conflagrations^ And the silent devastation of 
corroding time^ 

The bold concavity within recarained iminjured, amidst 
the fallen walls of neighbouring edifices^ by which two oF 
the maisy Columns of the portico had beeifi crushed to pieces, 
istKi a sallow hue is to this day the only indication of remote 
sotiquity in the minutest mouldings of the pedinients^ sup* 
ported over the perpetual altars^ by coeval pitlars of por<* 
jrfiyry and grariite. 

This magnificent temple was stripped of itft images, it§ 
sacrificial vessels of gold and silver, and its ornaments of 
precious crtones, by Constafitine 11. who removed fbei» to 
Constantinople, then the seat of empire ; and the bronM 
doors, curioiisly embossed, were taken away by Oemerio 
king of the Vandals, and afterwards lost in the oicilian Sea* 
It remained for Pope Urban VIIL in ont own ttnie^ to 
atrip the beams of th^ portico of their bronsse plates, for the 
brazen canopy of St. JPeter's. * 

On beholding, for the first time,.^is prodigions rotutulft, 
the spectator involuntarily dtops at the en trance, afid survey* 
with astoniahment, tinctured, perhaps, with apprehension^ 
the immense codeavitv of the dome, which is sieen so 
moch nearer the eye than that of St. Peter's, as to imprest 
more strongly with an idea of physical itupossibility airf 
invisible support. 

From hence the opening in the centre, appeaiii to be of 
moderate dimensions, although it is little less than thirtjr 
feet diameter ; and through it the sight of clouds and azure 
in the ambient air adds anspeakabie suUimity to the artih 
fieial hemisphere. 

The circling walls, encrusted with marUe, presents alter- 
cate niches and colonnades, forming ample recesses wkbio 
the thickness of the walls $ and th^ compartments of the 
vault are said to have been originally plated with silver^. 

The everlasting pavement lias been chiefly laid widr 
j^rphyry and gramte^ and Ae ee&tr^ pioee^ a ^nii/^ #f 
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^istance^ over intermediate object of msyestic ruin ; amoDg 
which are the fallen Temples of the i>uD and Mooo. 

Going down the venerable bill, you pass between three 
co)umns and a piece of eotablslture, exquisitely wrought, 
it which once formed a corner of the magnificent Temple of 

Jupiter the Thunderer, ( erected by Augustus in gratitude 
for his safety^ when a freed man was struck dead by his 
side) and an Ionic colonnade, the only remains ot that 
Temple of Concord in which Cicero cpnvened the senate, 
to impeach the treachery of Catiline. 

On the frieze of the latter, may still be read this la- 



I 
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S. p. Q, tL. INCEJTDIO CONS^MPTUM B£5TITUE»tJNT»* 

Below these interesting mementos of classical antiquitji 
Toa pass through the Triumphal Arch of Septimus Severus, 
It is now almost buried in a hill of ruln^and the Imperial 
Car witli its four brazen Horses, has long been tumbled 
from the crumbling entablature. 

Farther on is a little chapel, which has been erected 
over the dungeons of the Mammerline prison, whose dark 
and humid cell is now venerated by all good catholics, as 
the place where St. 'JPeter and St. Paul were confined by 
the tyrant Nero. There also the unfortunate Jugurtha 
was starved to death, by the civilized savages of antiquity. 

On one side pf this horrid dungeon is the Scala Gemonia, 
or hill of groans, upon which the bodies of real or pre- 
tended malefactor^, executed in the prison, were barba- 
rously thrown out, tp amuse, the ferocious curiosity of the 
j>opuIace of £ome>. 

Advancing along the Via Sacra, so called from the religi- 
ous processions of heathen Rome, you pass on the left 
the portico of the Tempk of Antoninus and Faustina, 
the body of which ^as long been converted into a christian 
church. 

At a distance dn the ri^ht, there stands a single column 
of some unknown edifice, not one stone of which has been 
lefi upon another, excepting the shaft and capital of this soli- 
tary pillar, which looks as if it had been dropped from the 
flouds, among the miserable hovels that have been framed 
around it. ^ • ^ - 

A little farther you see three noble columns, which still 

* IteKortd bj the S. P* Q. R. when coxuomed by firt. 



ittfpporfe a mB!S5f portion oiP the rich etttaMatur€f, of the 
Temple 6f Jupiter Stator. 

Beyond thes:e ate t{ie fanen arches of the Imperial 
Palace, once the abode af the Roman Caesars, now a mass 
of lindistingiirshable ruins, concealed by rubbish, and en« 
tangled with briars and thorns. 

1 wo seaiic?rcular pile?, however, at a prodigious distance 
from each oiher> sliii exhibit half a rotunda, and support 
in the air half a dome, the naked compartment of which 
once* plated with silver, vaulted over a colonnade of the 
richest matbles of Paros or Nuraidin, glittering with fo- 
Jiage of Corinthian brass. 

But the towers of the Septizonium, seven ranges of 
colum'ns Which reared aloft the eastern portico are now 
totally prostrated, and their precise situation is no longer 
remembered. Three stories of this superb colonnade re* 
xnained irnsha.ken, till the time of Sixtus V, when they 
were rembved by that indefatigable pontiff, to decorate 
the toujbs and altar-pieces df the cathedral of St; Peter. 

From the proud bAlconies of this incomparable palace, 
Tiberius and Nero, CpmmodUs and Domitian, could over- 
lot)k the area of the circus Maximus, whose incredible 
dimensions occupied the whole space between the Palatine 
Moirnt and tlife Avetttine hill. Witbin its vast circum- 
ference, in* the sight of a hundred and fifty thousand spe(i- 
tors, the charioteers of Rome used to -drive seven times 
around' the conical goals, which terminated the Spina, 
frequently overturning, atid trampling^ ypon each' othei*, 
in their headlong course*. 

One of these balconies remains unbi-oken, or at least 
repaired^, from whence the Imperial Pandars sometimes 
directed the public amusements, sometimes ignobly descend- 
ed into the area, to assist in person' at the foot races, oir 
the coiii's^s 6f horses and ch^rioti?, round the Egyptian 
obi^lisil^, which nov^ dignify thtt Piazza del Popolo, and 
tbe court of, St. John. 

< Th6 central spina was rtien strrroundi^dby a broad and 
deep (iannl, upon which si^a-fights w^ere^metinies exhibit- 
ed, a boast of Rome, thuf'wOultf xidw bS the jest of 
3ri.tain. 

6nt tbb eHaKmfe^ alid ,rtie AblHiiks, iXi6' gallies and* th^ 
canal, have disappeared alike^ and the length and the 
btea(%#tb«'widfer ex tended ar^^ can xiOWo^y b^ tVated 
upon the slopes of a cabbage garden ! 

Let us' return' tb the Foi^um. Ojiposite tW tihe palacej; 



§r^ the ibree buick arches, that oupe formed a^ man jr re-i 
jcesses of the Temple of Peace, the vast concaves of which 
5ire fretted ipto square compartm<*nts, that have long since 
lost the sculptured roses or stucco, of marblcj^ perhaps of 
silver or of gold^ with which they were once interleaved. 

Here this venerable field, so richly strewed with the spoils 
pf antiquity, contracts itself to a single arch, which is sup- 
portjBd by Corinthian columns, and fretted vvjtl^ ba§ relief:^ 
of the most exquisite workmanship. It i^ that pf TituSj^ 
greeted in the commemoration of the de^fruction of Jtrur 
salem, and the dispersion of the Jews, those awful events 
Vi^hich had been expressly predicted in the sacred records. 

I could never cpntemplate this arch but with a degree 
of yeneration, as a t?isi6/e proof of scripture history, ^ingur 
Jarly eorroborating that of the actus^l situation of the chil^ 
flren of Isaivel, wiUwut a kins, apd without a princej^ without 
a sacrifice, and zs>ithout teraphinu 

Within the arch is a marble has relief, five or six feet 
^n height, and ^en ox twelve iri length, in which are repre7 
Rented the sacred vessels of t|ie Holy of holies, \trh ich Moses 
'Was commanded to make in the wilderness of Zin, according 
to Ijhe pattern which liad been $how^ him on the mount, A§ 
the table qf shew^breadj zcitk its rings and its staves; the cup 
of libations.; tl^e silver trumpets, with which the sons of Aaron 
were to gather together the congregation, to sound an alarm, or 
to sanctify a fast; ai(i,d the golden candlestick of seven ^ranches, 
ii)ith its howls, its knops and its flowers, three brat\ches coming 
out of the one side, and three out of the other. 

' Upon the frieze of the southern frontspiece, a reclining 
Jordai^ is conveyed in triumph by the people of the prince 
that should come (so said the proph^st Da^ie), m the days 
of Darius the Mede ) to destroy the city and the sanstuary^ 
and to cause the sacrifice, and the oblation to cease, 
*' It is said that the Jews ot" Rome have always avoided 
passing under the arch of Titus, as a uionument of their 
national subjugation, and departed polity. 
: However this may be beggars frequent it without s.crqple, 
^nd deafen the curious observer while he is studying rempt^ 
allusions, or poring over the adulatory inscription : 

SEIJATUS PO J1JI.U.S8[U B ^OMANUfj» DIVO T^TQ, 8CC.*. 

"^Vith vociferous exclamations of ^' I)io yoaccjompagn^ci 

*-» .  I' 
; The senate and people of Rome to th? god Titus. . , 



*^1a Madonna!" or '^ JD^ate nie qilelq'ose per le adiihe Sanie 
del Purgatorio !"* 

This venerable arch iS At the entrance of a long passage^ 
enclosed between high walls^ which being a noted resort" 
of foreigners, is generally lined with whole faitiilies of the 
begging tribe, aipong therii I once overheard a naother 
teachins: her child the trade. 

At the end of thi6 passage is a second field or coiiimon/ 
in which are situated the amphitheatre bf Vespasian, and 
the Arch of Constantine the great; at a little distance are^ 
also massy fragments of the baths of Titus, in which was 
found the wonderful gronpe ibf the Laoeodn, gtnd the 
painting of the Roman Marriage, which is allowed to be* 
the finest specimen of that art, among the ancients, which 
has been recovered from the ruins of ages. 

We are now in the forum of the Flavian amphitheatre; 
the most imposing edifice, excepting the Pyramid of Cheops, 
that has decended from antiquity, to confound the calcu- 
lations of modern art. The amphitheatre, however, endo-' 
ses an area of no less extent than that of the pyramid. 

One side of the majestic circumference istill rises id 
th^ height of one hundred feet, by three rows of operi 
arcades, and one unperforated story, ornamented with 
intermediate columns and pilasters of all the Grecian orders, 
surrounded with the Roman composite. * 

The other half of this immeasursible structure hai 
been long partially dilapidated, not by the incursions 
of Goths and Vandals, nor the explosion of an earth- 
quake, but by domestic and ignoble enemies, the Farneses^ 
and the Barberini, who found in its solid masses a quarry 
of marble or a pit of limestone, for the enormous piles they 
reared in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, under 
the fostering indulgence, of Paul III. and Urban Vilf. 

Quod non fecerunt bal'bari fecertirit Barberini,* 

«aid thfe indignant populace, at the shameful aba s^ of this 
iinparalleled monument of the glory i3f their ancestois. 

The external arcade forms an oval of sis hundred feet 
long, and four hundred wide, originally shelving dowrt 
within by niarble 8«iUs> whose contracting rows formed an 
area for the exhibitions three or four hundred feet av6r< 

* God accompany you to the Madonna ! Give me sontetliingj fcfr thU 
sake of tbe holy souls in purgatory, 
t What the barbarians left has l^en destroyed by the Barberim^ 

M,9 
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template the venerable temples dedicated to Vesta and io 
Portuna Virilis, by Nuroa Potnpilius and Servius Tullius, 
ibe second and th^p sixth kings of Rome^ now disfigured by 
modern reparations. ^ 

Tben tracing in the bed of the river tne foundations of 
the triumphal bridge, over which none were permitted to 
pass but the generals and their legions, returning in Iri- 
iiaiph from the kingdoms they had subdued, you may 
moraiize upon the countless horrors of three hundred and 
tjwenty two triumphs, which were granted between the dsiys 
of Romulus atid Probus, to the cruel claim of destroy- 
ing, in a single battle, five thousand of the enemies of 
^ome. 

, Farther on you may discover the remains of the Sublician 
'Bridge, so called from the beams of timber with which it 
was originally constructed, and from which, after it bad 
boen converted into marble, were precipitated into the 
Tyber, the brutal emperors Commodus and Heliogabalus, 
. by the vengeful fury of that very populace upon whose 
necks they had till that moment trampled with im- 
punity. 

Above are seen the picturesque arches of the Ponte 
Rotto, or broken bridge, originally the Pons Palatinus, 
which had been rebuilt as lately as the sixteenth century, 
but was soon afterward half swept away by an inundation, 
and has never since been repaired. . 

Not far distant is the only bridge now remaining at 
Rome of the age of the Consuls and the Caesars. It has 
been thrown at twice over the Tyber, bymeans of an island 
in the river, now covered with houses; and remaining in- 
seriptirins preserve the memory of the respective foun- 
ders, FabriciUs and Curtius, two consuls of the ancient 
republic. 

Pursuing our route toward the walls^we see the church 
of San Stefano Rolundo, the elegant colonnades of which 
were originally dedicated to -some heathen god ; and we 
ipay perceive at a distance the Pyramid of Caius Cestius, 
upon the Via Astia, the only monument of that form now 
remaining at Rome.* 

» This indestructible mausoleum is a hundred feet square, and as man/ 
high. Tliere are se\'eral inscriptions upon it. By one of tUem 

C, CESTIUS. L. p. POB. EPULO. PR. TR. PL. 
VII. VIR. EPULONUM. 

its illustrious occupant appears to have been one of the sercn oi&cers wli» 
had the directions of the sacrilicial feasts. 

6 
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Heat^Iiin^at Jength, through crooked laoeg, formed by^ 
the walls ot surrounding vineyards, the gate pfSt. Sebas- 
tian, the Portus Capenus of tW wall of Aurelian, without 
turning aside to trace the endless labyrinth of the baths of 
paracaila, or tp examine the unaccountable composition of 
of the Mons Te§taceus, a considerable hill Entirely formed 
9f fragments of ancient pottery, we behold With veneratioa 
the everlasting pavement of the Appian Way.* 

On the left hand is the tomb of the Horaiii, now a shape- 
Jess mass of Roman brick, disguised by a modern turret, 
for the convenience of a vine-drjesser. 

On the right, if I mistake not, is that of the Scipios, 
forgotten .by traditioa, though recorded by Livy, till it was 
accidentally discovered in i780, when its precious contents 
were lodged in the museum of the Vaticau.'j- 

. ^ot. far distant is the principal opening of the catacombs, 
^hose endless excavations^ which were originally formed by 
digging pu^zolana for the enormous edifices of ancient 
Rome, and are now venerated by the Catholic church as 
the burying-place of the primitive Martyrs, into which I 
shall not venture to descend, nor shall 1 pledge my veracity 
upon the number of miles, through which it is said the 
l?pindingcavitie§ may be pursued. 

On the opposite side of the Roman way, at the distance, 
of a mile or two after the ancient pavement has been quitted 
hy the modern road, is the superb mausdleum of the wife 
of Crassus, that Crassus whose wealth was a counterpoise 
to the name of Pompey, and the fortune of Caesar, since 
he w§is one of;the Triumvirate, which at Lucca divided 
the dominion^ of the Roman world. . 

This noble monument^ more durable, perhaps more splen- 

' * • 

* Poring antiquaries can still trace among the endless walls of the batlis 
of Caracalla the vestibul«m, which was an immense rotunda, a theatre, two 
libraries (one Greek, the othcp Latin) "a grove (then planted with the 
■plAne tree} in which were placed chairs for poets, philosophers, and rhe- 
•tonciaus^: and two , temples ; beside the rooms where. the. wrestlers un- 
dressed, whei'e they ;W6re spfiiilvled vvith dust after having bpea anointed 
with, oil, where they sunnea themselves, and where they exhibited the 
gymhaslic ganies; and.beside tfhe' terraces for throwing the 'discus or quoif, 
the piscina," or pool for swirather&; and l>aths whether coid, tepid^ warm, or 
sweating, sufficient to accommodate three thousand persons at a time. 
For the imperial) Uierdiaeivt^re rather 'lux4irioUs<lyc'euixi5, to whLah-the.bathfl^ 
properly. scKcaUed^ ^wbrle nothing; more tl:^ti a sensual appendage^ 
• f " Extra portawl capenam,'' says Livy^ "in Scipionum inonoraento tres 
status; sunt; (juarum icJuEe P.ctL. Scipionwm dicuntur e$se^, tertiapoet^ 

Eiutii# Lib. 3CtKviii. c 56. . j 
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Sd, flja* tire tomb of Maasolas, erected by AriktiM^ (a 
wonder of ancient Greece, \lrheii she proirdly d'espisfed die 
liarbariarf of the west) is a foOild tOwer sf^tiy fe^ aiameter, 
ti'sing froiti a sqiiare ba'setnetit. It v/sis once strrmounted 
#iih a dfome^ and there still I'em^ins Abeinitiful entabfetnt^ 
Of white warble. It is? of tb^ Doric order, bearing ox-head^ 
kong witH garliirtds, iri thfe a'lterna^te m'eto^es, which sheW 
po marks of ag^, btit the p^rF^ction of tne workmansbipi 
and th6 IsicOnism of the i'n!^i!:ription> 

0-flfeClLlji 

Q. CftEtTCl P. 

iSfEtELL-aSl CRAS^l* 

inscribed in laro^ capitalis upoh' a cfiai'ble pa^ntlei. 

• The form and the matt?riald of this riiagnific^fit ^trtictnre 
IroukI &eem to h^ve entitled it to encMes^ dtrration,, if it 
liad been left to fime and nature; but the' dome Wds le- 
irelled to make room fot a fortification iH tb^ Wars of the 
Wrbns, and in less turbulent times, \Vhen the fort became 
tseless, immense blocks of stone "^^ere ^uts'cessiVely drawn 
away from one side of the tow^r, for the purposes of neigh- 
lioiiring buildings, until it was discovered that there WSts a 
cell in the centime. It' was broken into with avidity in the 
tope of treasure, and the dust of Cecilia, vVhich had rifepO's^d 
a thousand years in a marWe sarcophagus, shrouded by im- 
penetrable darkness, was in a momeiit scattered to the 
winds.i* 

Not far from hence, in a winding valley, is t*he fountain of 
the nymph Egeria, visited iii ancient days for oracular 
divinations, by the j^ious Numa ; btit tlie spot is now scarce- 
ly distinguishable amidst surrounding thickets, by a broken 
statue^ and a dripping grotto. 

Returning towards Ronie without visiting, the ambiguous 
remains of temples and ohurcbe$> which have been succesi' 
sively' deserted by successive priests and moaks, notwith- 
Sitanding the patron age, equally miraculoui, of successive 
demi-gods and snints^ w^ may trace th^ enormous oiitline 
of the Circus of Caracalla, in crumbling brieve vvork* 

• #■ Ci^ssiMtb Gecy^ M€teIIa> the dft^bt^r of Q« OmUdnSi 

t The fai«y tkte'H^^ tyeV^ti fondly refehtei by credulmi^ irirai«K>s>,tluit in 

s6hW»' c^ Vfewi^'ii^ktitT(*))o&k6fie oFth^ diad, septtlclyral lamps hav« been 

^Awfi^ ^m Uttfriinf ;- but if'rtie doubtful dkti^ had evtr aoy foundatioa in 

fact, it were more probable that the lamps haii heexk B^itd with soin^ 

phosphoric subfttance, which, might kindle on the admission of air. 
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Bbt beforef'we^ttrra' ottr bbckd upon this seat of deso^ 
Ifttion, silent and solitary as the deserts of Arabia^ let 119 ' 
walk through one of the arches of those stupendous aque*^ 
ducts which oonvejed to Rome the water of distant springs^ 
nbtT)y the simple principle of' hydrostatics, the discovery-' 
of which in our times has precluded the necessity of such; 
expensive structures, but by an artificial level, procured^ 
with immense labour, by piercing through hills and arch- 
ing over vallies. The gigantic arcades yet stretch their 
interminable arches in various directions across the deso- 
lated plain> like endless chains of inconceivable communi-^^ 
cation realized from the fictions of romance. 

Ae we go on toward the city by the pavement of the* 
Appian way, let us examine the artificial constructioii by 
which the ancients seem to have bespoken for their work* 
the perpetuity they inherit. The pentangular stones are' 
of a bluish flint, and they have been selected of unequal' 
sizes' "frpm one to three feet diameter, and- twelve inches 
thick. They were bedded iii a layer of gravd; which has* 
sinde hardened i^to one solid mas&, ana -thei layer it^l^ 
rests upon a bed of sand, closely rammed doWn. The* 
sHr&ce is flat' and the joints never run iii th^ direction of 
tbe xoaAy thtrs the carriage wheels were prevented . frotttr* 
piou^hing'up the pavement by tunning between the'^tbntsr.; 
The Appian and Flanrinian ways are scarcely fifteen feet' 
wide, and would therefore be insuflicient for two modern^ 
carriages to pas* at' once, but they were scffiiciieiitly'spatci** 
ous for two and even three of the ancient cars; 

By making a considerable circuit without the walls we 
may visit the church of St. Constantia, the daughter ' pf 
Constantine the Great, all the females of whose family 
have been sainted by tbe^gratitude of the Popes. 

Passing by the gate of St. Lawrence, we can see within 
the walls the ruined temple of Minerva Medica, a majestic 
decagon, whose soaring dome, irregularly perforated by 
decay^ and bung round with ivy, in the in]n^tabl^ taste. 
o€ ti&e and nature, has long formed one of those picturesque 
objects which anists intuitively select for elegant imitation. 

The church of St^ Constantia was once a temple of 
Baechutt. Its' interior is stillthe most beautiful, tboi^b 
2iot the most magnificent^ specimen of ancient architecture 
in its^ihd. 

A lofty dome springs lightly from the arcbes of a circus 
lar colonnade (I thmk of cforic columns) coapled, not 
loxrgitudinally but diametrically^ aQd by that means uiiiting 
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stfeDg<h nviib lightneBs^ a beauty rarely aimed at in GreieitfXl 
architecture ; and an exterior row of single columns ori^ 
ginally formed a circular aisle around the graceful celL 

But the outer colonnade is now walled up^ and the ex* 
lerior elegance of the aerial structure^ once open on all 
sides to the approaching votary^ has been totally obliterated 
by concealing the swell of the dome^ with an angular roof. 

Again entering within the walls of Rome by the Porta 
Pia, after walking along way^ between the parallel walls» 
of vineyards and gardens^ we may admire the frontispiece 
of the Fontana Sislina, erected by Sixtus V. to ornameni 
the reservoir of an ancient aqueduct, repaired by that 
nia^nificent prelate, among the many stupendous works 
which will ever illustrate the five years of his pontificate. 

, Within its lofty arcades is represented in alto relievo, 
the appropriate story of Moses striking the rock, in the 
wilderness of Kadesh, and before them are placed in gardant 
attitudes, fpur Lions of Egyptian workmanship, the hard- 
ness of whose materials had preserved them from being 
crushed to pieces beneath the falling columns of the 
Pantheqn. , , . . 

. This elegant and useful structure i& surrounded . by the 
i^de spread departments af the bath of Diocletian, some 
of the recesses of which have been turned into public store- 
houses for wine and oil, and others of them have been 
epn vested into churches and convents* But the greatest 
part of, them now exhibit to the curious spectator little 
more th4n froiyning ac<;hes and mouldering walb. 



LETTER XIV. 
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xjL'FTER having seeqr St. Peter's, it is natural to suppose 
that no other church can engage curiosity or arrest 
attention, yet among the two or three hundred that 
embellish Rome, numbers, are astonishingly rich and beau* 
tifuL 

Some df these, which are comparatively small^ present 
fronts adorned with columns and pihasters> one or two stories 
high, in every imaginable combination of architectural sym- 
metry, and are gracefully moulded within into rounds and 
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0ralsj or distributed into aisles and domes^ their walkencrust* 
ed with painting, and marble^ and their cielings pannelled 
with stucco, often richly gilded, and sometimes hung 
with festoons of fruit and flowers, in gilt bronze, according 
4a the purest style of Grecian ordonnance. 

Several of them defy the efftjct of. comparison, even in 
point of size, as soon as yon enter their folding doors, 
and perceive that thousands of such beings as you behold, 
traversing the aisles, or kneeling before the altars, might 
range the ample , pavement, without incommoding each 
other; and some of these contain single altar pieces in the 
name of favourite Saints, far superior in size and cich* 
jiess to any at St. Peter's, where particular decora- 
tion has been necessarily sacrificed to general uni- 
formity. 

Of the principal churches, whether within or without 
the walls, I shall take particular notice, after having 
mentioned several others, in which there are single objects 
that merit description. 

At the Trinita da Monte, the chapel of a convent, which 
owen its foundation to St. Lewis, and which has shewn its 
gratitude to the memory of its founder by portraits of the 
long list of French monarchs painted on the walls of its 
cloister (now probably terminated for ever by that of 
Lewis XVI,) is a celebrated fresco of the Oescent from the 
Cross by Daniel de Volterre. 

At the convent of Capuchins in the Piazza, Barbefini, 
is Michael chaining the Dragon, a painting by Guido, 
from which was taken the Mosaic at St. Peter's, the coun- 
tenance of the Archangel, beaming with celestial mildness^ 
a little of which has been lost in the copy, however admira- 
ble in other respects. 

At the church of the Augustines is the Isaiah of Raphael^ 
which is said to have been attempted in emulation of the 
Prophets of Michael Angelo, in the Capella Sistina. A 
y^'xn attempt. There is no more holy zeal in the Prophets 
of Raphael, than virgin purity in his Madonnas ; no won* 
der, since the latter are supposed to be nothing nlor# 
than portraits of the favourite mistresses of a dissipated 
youth. 

At St. Andrea della Valle are admired the cupola paint* 
ed by Lanfranc, and the St. John of Don^enicbiRO^ 

At St. Agnes, a beautiful little church, with a noble 
dome, elegantly contrasted without by two open spires 
or t^rrets^ u a bas relief, by Algardi^ representing the 

' .N a ' 
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Saint (a .Rooi«Q Virgin) muraculaasly covered by her 
bair; when dragged into the jLupaaaria of tbe Circus Ago* 
salisi in order to be defiled. 

At ijt, Pietro in Vincoli is the unfinished tomb of 
Julius IL celebriated for a statue of Moses^ by Michael 
^figelo. 

A beautiful chapel on the Quirinal Hill is, remarkable 
JGor beins erected on a ground plot^ no more than 
equal to that of one of the piers which support the dome of 
St. Peter's, 

The church of Santa Maria della Pace is celebrated 
for a fresco of Raphael^ which represented the Sibyls of 
antiquity receiving ot communicating oracular inspiration ; 
but it is fading from th^ walls. 

Those of San Pietro. Montorio^ and San Jeronimo della 
Cartta, have been stripped of their ancient boast^ tbe 
master pieces in oil by Raphael and Domepichino 
(originals of ihe Ascension and Communion of St. Peter's) 
to enrich the insatiable corridor of tbe gallery of 
Paris. " ' 

The venerable church of St. John de jLaterau was 
prigioally built by Coustantine the greatj together with an 
^.(jljoining palace in which the bishops of Rome resided for 
inany ages before they assumed the title of Pope> and 
exchanged the Mitre for the Tiara. 

They were both destroyed by fires in the fifteenth cen- 
tury^ and the church was soon rebuilt^ but the Pontiflfs 
jthen preferring the mor^ central residence of the VaticaUj 
the jPalape remained in ruins^ till the time of Sixtu^ V. who 
erected a superb jedifice for occassional residence^ which has 
jieverye,t been occupied. 

Clement XIKin the.beginning of the present century, 
orj^dmenled one of the chapels for his own burial placcj and 
kdded the extern portico^ to dignify the spot. 

It is the grandest modern colonnade in th^ worlds 
^ough that of the Louvre at Paris exceeds it in beauty. 
it 19 a hundred and fifty feet long^ and a hundred higb^ in 
|wo 4stori]es, formed by coupled columns, Corinthian and 
(composite, surmounted by a central pediment, a balus* 
trad^j and colossal statues of John the Baptist, and other 
^nts. 

Upon the elevated frieze is written in letters of gold the 
jdedication to Christ and St. John, apd somewhere else (I 
pannot recplj^c^ where) is inscribed the antiquated and 
.difpuub^jB title of Mother Church* 
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OMNIUM XGGLKSIAR17M I7RBIS ET ORBIS TSR&ARUM^ 

MATER £T CAP0T.* 

The Pope of Rome still considers himself as Bishop of 
this church, and it is the closing act of his installation to 
taJke possession in form of the supposed See of St. Peter, 
when be pronounces the papal benediction from the central 
balcony, in the second story of the portico. A ceremony 
that I shall describe in course, as preparations are noif 
snaking for ite oelebraiion, which his present holiness bfid 
thought it prudent to defer till the continental peace shoald 
confirm his tottering elevation. 

On entering this august edifice, you find yourself m 
a long and broad aisle with a flat cieling, richly gilt> ia 
jnassy compartments. At the end of it is a gotbic teberna- 
<ile^ erected over the high altar. Behind this is the croM 
aisle, and farther still a semicircular tribune, the vault of 
which is covered with ancient mosaics, rudely represent* 
mg the Saviour, and if 1 remember right ib^ four and 
twenty Elders of the Apocalypse, 

But the sides of the nave are nobly ornamented whk 
colossal statues of the twelve Apostles. They stand ia 
ample niches, separated from each other by the arcades^ 
the side aisles, under dove-coloured pediments^ supported 
by beautiful columns of verde antique. 

These statues are all well designed, and exquisitely- 
wrought in flowing draperies, by the best artists of the 
last age. Those of St. Peter and St. Paul, on the right 
and left of the altar, are by Monot, one of them, as usualj 
displaying the keys of the pearl geftes ; and the other reason^ 
^^S oj righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, with 
that impressive animation which made Felix tremble, and 
almost persuaded king Agrippa to be a Christian.f 

Those of St. Thomas and St. Bartholomew are by Le 
Gros. 

\' Those of St. Andrew the uncle, and St. James the 
brother of our Lord, are bv Rusconi> as is also that of 
St. Johnj the youngest of Bis disciples, looking upward 

* The mbtlier and head of all the cbtirehes t& -the wdrld. , 

t Except these bonds (sa^d the dignified confessor of Jesus from the 
accusing bar to the convicted bench) f would to God that not only thoq, 
but also all that hear ib« this day, were both ahnost and altogether SQck 
«• I am,'* 
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xvitli that eagle-eye, which should afterward penetrate int* 
the remotest ages, when (banished to the Isle of Patmos) 
be shoolc be in the spirit, on the Lord's day. 

Bat an unknown scnlptor deserves eaual praise for a 
representation equally meritorious of St. Matthew, eyamin- 
ing his Gospel, and neglecting a bag of money, which he 
scatters at his feet, with the disinterested ardour ef that 
disciple, who (sitting at the receipt of custom) /when Jesus 
called him, immediately arose^ and followed him that had 
not where to lav his head* 

Four antique columns of grit bronze ornament the 
altar of the Transept, They were preserved from the di- 
lapidation of Jupiter Capitotinus, and are said to have beea 
Mronght by Titos from the temple of Jerusalem. 

The Corsini chapel, supposed the finest in the world, 
is encrusted with marble, and richly gilt. Its altar pre- 
sents a picture by Guido, of some equivocal Saint of the 
Pope's lineage, and the remains of Clement now repose 
in the famous porphyry Urn, which was found ia the 
mausoleum of Adrian, and is supposed to have contained 
his ashes. Upon it lies the triple crown, glittering with 
precious stones^ at the foot of the papal eflSgy, in gilt bronze. 

In the cloisters is the tomb of St. Helena, the mother 
of Constantine the Great, and two seats of marmo rosso, 
found in the Imperial baths. 

In one of the courts of this church, the indefatigable 
Sixtus erected again, an obelisk of red granite, the largest 
in the world. It is covered with Es^yptian hieroglyphics, 
the edges of which are still correct, although twelve hundred 
years before the Christian aera,u had been placed by Rameses, 
King of Egypt, in a Theban temple, from whence it was 
brought to Rome by the Emperor Constantius, and by him 
set up in the Circus Maximus, the gigantic appendage of 
the palace of the Caesars. 

Jt was then a single stone, ten feet in diameter, and odc 
hundred and twenty-five in length ; but when Sixtus em- 
ployed Fontaha to set up a third time the incredible mass, 
H was buried in sixteen feet of rubbish/ and bad been 
|)roken into three pieces by its fall,* 

 In the interesting account of Egypt, lately publish^ in France by 
the ingenious Denon, the operation by which such enqrinous blocks were 
detached from their native beds, is curiously described. A cleft as Jong as 
-the intended monument was first cut into the solid rock, and then the 
^bole ma^s w|is split off at once, by means of a line of wedges struck in at 
Ihe same momenta The marks of these first operations, says diai curious 
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Xq aaother court is the Scala Santa, or holy . siaiNcaae, 
BO called from having been ascended by our Savfoar^ when 
he was arraigned,before Pontius Pilate^ by the nileiff of 
the Jews. ^ 

Whether this was or was not the ideoiical stair-case of 
the praetoriuoi of Palestine^ when the prototype of the 
Paschal Lamb, was brought before the Roman governor 
of Judea, at the time of the celebration of the typical pass* 
over^ which he was about to abrogate, it was undoubtedly 
brought from Jerusalem at the time of the crusades, and 
here set up for the adoration of the faithful, who creep up 
it upon their hands and kaees, and descend again by a 
less holy flighty on either side of the venerated steps^ which 
are nearly worn through by the zeal of the devout. 

The church of St. Paul stands upon the banks of the 
Tiber, a mile without the walls of Rome, on the very spot 
(said its founder, the Emperor Tbeodosius) where the hoty 
apostle was buried, three hundred years before, after 
having been beheaded at tbe command of Nero. 

You enter this venerable edifice from the ^reatr road 
behind the high altar, standing under a gothict caHopy^ 
with fretted pinnacles, before which the nave stretcnes 
out ia barren vacancy, like a great barn, seventy fedtwide,- 
apd three hundred long, covered with painted rafters of- 
unkiu>wn antiquity, intended for a flat cieling, and a broken 
pavement, made up of the fragments of antient tomb stones. 
. Yet is this damp and gloomy naye .divided- from four 
Side aisles bj double rows of fluted columns of the most' 
precious marbles, taken from the mausoleum of Adrian ; 
and over the superb colonnade is continued all round the 
church an historical series of the two or three hundred pre- 
lates who have successively occupied the chair of St. Peter, 
from the days of the prince of the apostles, for such 
is now the designation of Simon Peter, in the very 
place where he is supposed to hare suffered an ignomini- 
ous deatb."^ 

observer, are preserved so fresh io this unalterable material, that one 
inighc suppose the work to have been lately interrupted, for such is the 
)iarc(nes8 of Egyptian granite that the rocks which have been brushed ever 
siiice the deluge by the current of tbe Nile, are not worn, but only polished, 
by tbe friction of tbe waves. j » 

* They are drawn in half length ovals, the last of which was actually tlie 
only one left vacant on the demise of Pius VI. This si^cessor has filled it 
up, and to avert tbeevil omen which three years since might have been sup* 
posed to threatMi the extinction gf the papai hierarchy, fie has already en- 



Toward tbe rivei; is a portico not long since ^^cted 
upon clustered pilasters, crowned with arcades, the noUe 
simplicity of which imposes veneration, as do the mj3tic 
symbols of the four evangelists, which are seen ia anti- 
quated mosaics udder the cayings of the eaves« 

Overthe great arch of the nave is a mosaic head of 
the Saviour, which was made in 440, and the central door 
in bronze, embossed with bas reliefs, was cast at Constan- 
tioople in the year 1070. 

There was in the middle ages a covered passage of a mile 
in lengtb from the gate of Ostia to the cloisters of St. Paul, 
hot it has been suffered to go to ruin since the antiquated 
shrine has been almost forss^ken for nearer or more recent 
sanctuaries. San Carlo Borromeo, or San Felipo Neri, are 
nom preferred by the devout to St. Peter and' St. Paul,' who 
maybe thought to have forgotten their ancient partiality 
for the good people of Rome. 

The church of Santa Maria Maggiore was erected upon 
the foundations of a temple of Juno Lucina, in the year 
SSSphy^ a Roman ci4;izen, to whom the Virgin appeared, 
(fays the legend) and directed him to build tnis chapel to 
her bottour, the outline of which she promised to midrk 
the next day, the first of June, (some say of August) by a 
faU of i^iowy which should exactly coyer the spot she de- 
signed for the building. 

Several paintings iir the church- represent the snow as. 
faUiOg accordingly, and'whether it fell or not, the edifice 
V wasAhen.buik, wiiereitnowstands, and it is inscribed with 

primitive simplicity; 

Xyttus £|&scopi]&plebi l)^.* 

MosaiQ representatio;i» ' coeval with the miraculous 
period, still existing over the arehof the tribune, imply the 
corruptions of Christianity which hiul already obtained in 
the fourth century. They depict the adoration of theVvirgin, 
the use of images and other innovations so suddenly intro- 
duced into the christian church* 



p]«¥ed s painter to sketclr another row, and occupy the first angle immedi- 
ately with his own portrait, unwilling to rely any longer upon the unbroken 
^ufipN«ioa. of the sacre;^ college. 

^ Bishop Sixtus to the^people of God«. . 
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Thid histdrieal sc^o^ry in darkly represeiitect with the 
concomitant barbarism of the decline of the 2Ltii, and the 
dihgjr colouring is now so faded that ati att^htive spectator 
jChignt p^ss Bnder the afch itself without ever suspecting thaf 
he beheld the most ancient and tnost remarkable monnmefit 
of Christian l)isl6ry extant. 8ince the innumerable pieces! 
ef the true cros^^ the tiairls or the spear that pierced the 5ioa 
of the bJed^ed, the holy handkerchief that received the im« 
^esdoQ of hls/ace^ Ivfae^ he aiw^ated drop^ of bldod^ the 

Eicttires of the Virgin^ pairited by St. Ltrke^ the idedtieal 
eads of St. Peter and St. Paul^ and the wooden eracifixe^ 
which have bowed to the invocations of favoured votaries, 
can only he contediplaied by protedtaftts with that kind 
of admiration nhicb is provoked by the boldnen^ of itiipol^ 
tote atFd the credulity of zeal. 

£i^eepting this arcb^ arrd the Ionic colutoili of the Mtt; 
inost probably borrowed from the ancrient tetaple, littld 
now remains of the original edifice, which differerfii 
Popes in distant ages have vied with each other to deCoratd 
at to repair. 

The doable portico at the east end i^ a noble dpecltttetr ot 
Grecian architecture, not long sinee erected. 

The cielirig of the nave is flat and heAvy, but its ba^sy 
eooipartaiems are richly gilded ; it h said with the first 
gold that was brought from South ^America A the uppeif 
emi, opposite the high altar, ovei" which there is it superb 
canopy supported by columns of gilt bron^e^ ate the twc^ 
magniAteM ehapels of Sijttus V. and P^ul V. 

These beautifal chapels ate separate frottt the naive by 
foldiafg gates of wrought iron. That of Shtttis is on thi^ 
right. He appears on oiie i^ide, upon hi^ kneei. Id WblM 
taarble *iiriP6tttk}ed With exquisite has reliefs, representing 
the erectioti of Talleti obeliaks, the rearing of the doHae c? 
Si. Peter% and other remarkable ch-ctrfAsttocesr of bte 
aiotive reign. The other side of the ehdrj^l wies by hitti 
gracefuUy deified to St. Pitia V. t!o #hoai he cntcd bit <:at>' 

dinal's hat. 

Pius i<i fhe last of their own order^ on whom the Popes 
bave thought proper to bestow the honours of oaiDonizatioDj 
however liberally they continue to confer tkon upon otheriv 
Perhaps the holy fothers^ his auoeeaaors/ may have les| 
deaerved the distinction by actt of fyietv ond devotifotti 
yet the ontociatcd figare of the Ittat P«pal mh)t is( h^re^dii^ 
played among unsa&e^ficd. tepreti^ftftioAll of twtHii afi<l 
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sieges, of pillage and slaughter^ as the leading featured of 
bis holy pontihcate.* 

The Borghese chapel on the left is esteemed one of the 
finest in Rome. It is profusely ornamented with painting 
and statuary, has reliefs and stucco. The altar, enriched 
vith agate and oriental jasper, over a row of candlesticks 
of massy silver, displays on solemn occasions upon a 
ground of lapis lazuli, a dingy picture of the Virgin, one 
of the many that were or were not painted by Luke tlie 
evangelist. On one side of the chapel is Paul in the atti- 
tude of prayer. On the other is his successor Clement 
VIII. the peaceful prelate who took possession of Ferrara, 
at the head of twenty thousand men, the last military 
f xnloit of the prince bishops of the Roman see.f 

The cliurch of Santa Maria degli Angeli was formed by 
Michael Angelo, at the command of Pius IV. out of the 
Piuaxotheca of the baths of Diocletian, in honour of the 
forty thousand Christians who are said to have been em- 
ployed in the building, and afterward massacred, by the 
inhuman tyrant in the last persecutioii suffered by the 
Catholic Church, but a few years before Christianity was 
embraced by the Emperors of'Rome. 

It is two hundred feet long; and the ceiling, a hundred 
high, is still supported by eight blocks of granitello, five 
feet diameter, and little less than fifty high. The en- 
trance, a rotunda, was one of the caledariums or stews 
belonging to the baths. 

This vast edifice is little frequented, and the daily mass 
IS often muipbled over to an audience of two or tliree per- 
sons, sometimes to the naked walls, which re-ech# the 
©ysterious chant in hollow murmurs. 
' The church of the Holy Apostles was erected by Cont 
stantme, and rebuilt uuder the direction .of Fontana, 
The ceiling of the nave represents the Appthedsi^ of Su 
Francis, and the Fall of the Angels is so bqldly throwu 
over the entablature of the .Tribune, that you are appre* 

• Ifind from history that Pius V. . assisted Charles IX..««ai'nst liis pro^ 
fef^tnnt .utyects with an army of 5O0O Men; excommunicated Queen 
Elirabetb, and made war, m cbmariction ^ith the Spaniards and Venetians, 
against Sehm then Emperor of the Turks. . , ^ . . ' 

f ^ ^.^/^""'f^^^^ eves glanced upon ai, inscription 

^nteufied oiil v or tlie faithfui. It was ^^ifttten over .the door •of the vestrr 

I^IIIJI'Ik" M ^^^T •"^^'''''' shouJd introduce a w^maa'imoth«t surn^ Z^ 
|i'»»ur« ahuuld stand excommuu^cated ipsa/acfo. 
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nensive, at first sights for the safety of the priest thai offici- 
ates below. 

Here are three rich and beautiful chapels, formed in 
the arcades of the side aisles, one of them is cieled with^ 
gilt stucco, and they are all encrusted with the richest, 
marbles. 

Over the door of the vestry is the tomb of Clement XIV. 
by CanoVa, in which the sculptor has aptly placed the phi- 
losophic Ganganelti, between expressive figures of Tern- 
perantie and Meekness. 

The church of St. Ignatius, one of the finest in- 
Rome, was built by Cardinal Ludovisi, the nephew of 
Gregory XV. 

The cieling of the nave, sixty feet wide and two bun-' 
dred long, supported by Corinthian pilasters in coupled-^ 
tows, was painted by Father Pozzi, a brother of the order, 
with the Apotheosis of St. Ignatius, from whose head issue 
rays of light, illuminating the four quarters of the globe. 
They are boldly personified with their respective attri- 
butes> amidst architectural perspectives, and accompanied 
with a blasphemous representation of the Elect as ris- 
ing up . toward the Saint, while the reprobate are 
$een below felling before him through the opening 
clouds. ' 

Over the tribune is a puerile perversion of the saying of' 
St. Paul: 

Ego Tobis Romas prophius ero.^ 

This magnificent edifice was intended .to hav^ . H 
dome, which would have been second only to that of St,» 
* Peter's; but the pontiif and his nephew both dying before. 
it could be raised, the centre of the aisles is cqvered in at 
a vast height, with a flat cieling, painted blue. The 
angles however of the intended cupola are richly adorned 
with bloody stories, characteristic of that domineerm'g genius^ 
which eventually occasioned the abolition of the ord^ry 
such as Judith with the head of Holofernes, Jael slaying^^ 
Sisera, 8tc. &c. 

• One gladly turns from these disgusting objects^ in wbicj^ 
the finest talents hi^ve been so often prostituted> to |b#> 
splendid altarsof the transept, the marble fr<>ntispiece» of 

%wAi pf which suttabiy fill a space sixty, feet wid^, end 

 • .- - . • • . » 

* I will be favourable to jou Roman !»• .^ 
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nittffjF ff » 1h(«4m4 Mghi but as thej ure liQtb fim^bed ' 
in the same stjle, I shallonly describe the finest. It is tbaft 
tt> th^ r^ht. 

Tbe aUar> plac«4 ^poQ a b^o^d basement of white spai> 
b]e, is a foinb encnistcd with iapif li^a^li^ and irichly gill- 
The front of it is wrought in open ' work^ and ^ lamp 
bcirning witbio^ gtittets npon the gildipg^ witb brilliant 
affulgeoce. 

Above is a superb b^ reliefs by t^ GroSf eight or leu feet 
wide^ and fifteen ortwenty high. It represents the AsceiK* 
sion, n^ of J[^u| Christ, h^t of San Lqigi Gpn^a^^u^- 

Two twi^te^ coluqiqs of the richest marbl^, pr^j^ctiog' 
on each side obliquely from the wail, sapport; over it at a 
vai^t height a m%rUe peciimenti while on the pavement 
stoae balustrades keep kneeling devotees at 4 respect* 
fc^l dist^ncOj aad marUe angels hold golden lamps> 
whlab glimvier day and night before the resplendent 
sb^ne. 

In a ^^e cb«^pe\ i| the toinb of Gregory^ likewise hy 
3^ Gfos> from wbicb %iaif angels wi^bdr^w a curtajo of 
SidUian j«k9p0f> #.nd display tbe ?ope sutjing io bis robea 
of Ktate^ d( 9^edAllio^ of ^ oardi^^ at bi^ feet, 

The cbui:0b oS Je$K beimfl^d to tbe satire prd^i? before it 
was suppressed It was built by Cardinal Farnese, upo« a, 

plen er Vignola^ 
^ The frescos of the nave and cupola are beautifulji, |ii>d 
richly adorned with gilded pannels; but as the subjects 
are still catholic saiata aoid Jewiab beM^nes, I shall pass 
on to the altar of St. Ignatius, the finest in Rome. It was 
met^ upoh tb« diasign oi tbe aaoie fsthtfr P«»ii, aA the 
•»d of the north transect, in a space e^fiity feet wMet^and 
aeventy or ei^tj^ ^^ 

The altar, Unitog with goM asel preeiciaa aloiie8> is 
«htvated wpoB an fimple platftiomy t<i which tke priesl 
asoende by four or five bvoadf steps of wbke marble, 
«Mirc^ kjr a sweeping balustisade, whiok k siiimio«Qi>i 
adt by four tng«ls. ef ^h beoo^e,. halding aiic^flr lighted 

Over it in k niche encrusted with lapis lazuU of Ibe OftiOsfe 
lAWdi b]ise,c wim on^ li #ver' eiaHue o£ St; Ignatius, aifie 
*ai Mgb, alt0M}e4 bjP tbrctt aogel» td tbe. same preciottSL 
ne^al, sH|id tba balbta o^ the ifaini sparkled with precioufr 
soonest* Uit^aH) rb^oi iMito^ltsi weiti swept a«ay by die. 
French, and a curtain or a picture now conceals the 
deficiency. : • ; . . . '*" 
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Tl>e conill^d coliii*Bs which tipport tlie lii^fioeDi 
pediment^ shining witb colo«rtd io«rb]e9> al ai height of 
iifty Uel, are of ffiU Wcm^, flotod with lapift U^uli; (he 
bases and capil^^ of Canntbi^td bran; abd tbe brokeii 
apex i« filled vriih a pvesumptuoas persoaificatioD of tho 
MaWsty of Heavea^ balding in l)i» r^bt hand a global 
of lapis lamiij U»^ lafgeat aftd tba pavest that ever wa# 
«een. 

In ibe aagla^ of the ^all below are splendid acotm- 
paniiMDia of giU broaze> aod seven massy candle* 
^icka upoa.tM altsr> onco glittered wkh burnished 
gold.* 

The eburcb of Santa Maria in VaUicdla was erected by 
FelipoNerij afterward saiatedrbyl know aoi v^KrtPopei 

• 

* Frosi th» BpIaodi4 cburcb, ose of lhot«o or thre^ dedicaied at IWowv 

to the name oC Jesui^ th^ famous, perhaps I should sa^r. the iofiunoas order 

of Jefuits took its denominatioQ. It wiia gjven them by cardinal Faroes^ 

» nephew ef Faul III/ by whose bull the order had been then fnteJv crested: 

Ignatius Loyola, the. founder of tAm xaLpecious Ofder, imt originaltjr a pro*' 

fiigaieoHcer in ibeSbsaink senriee,, whifbbe spatted t»dlatrald kmssM to 

the cloister, oa beina wounded, at die ^i^ of Pwo^lima in 15di*. The 

gloomy enthusiast obtained the papaf sanction, for the professors of hit rales 

m 1540; he was eventually canonized* at Rome in t009.' Thiir cdebfaosa 

sect of the Chiesa CatoUca, JpostoUca, e Romana, /devoted itself to the 

Vk^Hy and undertook the edacstvon: of ywah,, cs fnhisb dnctsweaiios k to 

be attributed the asceodancy attained \j it4 la^pibers in the cabinets 

of princes. The fathers of the order selected their noviciates from the 

most promising youths, entrusted to their tuition, watched their ooeaine 

ibcoliie9, aad ccrt^vated inssead of ehedriftg the Opettiog^ ^vrepensines' m 

nature. By this means they had soon professors fit for the most eletamf 

situations, and $:apable of undertaking, apd fulfilling with address, the most 

secret charge, and the most dangerous, missiioo. Xaccedible as it may ap* 

pear in this philosophic age, so temperate in church affaii-s, some gloomy 

dispositions were regularly trained by these ghostly fathers, to emulate the 

orown, and to» endiife. tk^ sufifering^ of maityiifoA. Tliese hopeful sc^ns 

were aftrervtr^rpUate^i^hoiktihe Indkiesk and air osetims: thsgr lauthosiiiailsd 

themselves into the jesloM couct of Chiasy and ciealed an abfoluto do^ 

minion among the savages of Paraguay, where they have been wittily Said 

to have become themselves more than half Pagans, to make their wavering 

ppo6eJ^e» lesa than half christians. 'B^ thoir eraftier brce fa reiv at Heme 

cpmrived: to %n%tf the coaciensey,. and dbtcS the osuseilf of alt ihs cstbofio 

princes in Europie, witheut departing in the least ffoift lie itdlefr of caaOf 

laical orthodoxy. . Obedience was the band af the order,, policy war its 

rule,, and courtesy no less a badge of the modera. knigjit errants of the 

chmxjfir, than frhad been of the antiquated devotees of chivisriyy. Hot thA 

Kojttls 06 this inaiMiadiig ondtrv \etmtn%* at kse so infaaioei, sad tbsir 

principles so detestaUe, that they wti>a bsuiited teat oo» ttste sAbt 

another, and finally abrogated by the apostolic see, when the pspal chair 

was filled by the enligliteoed Qanganelli. . Tlie educatioa o£ tdetsaUralie 

youth, the;^ devolved upon the Domiuipass^ snd the churches oftb^ Jeftuits 

were t^Kli to other fraternities. 
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vpoD a derigo of Pietroda Cortona^ who painted^ the cieling 
of the nave^ the capola^ and the tribune. 

The rich little chapel of San Felipo is on the left of the 
high altar. It is with difficulty the curious can get within 
it for the crowd of devotees with which it is alwavs 
•orronnded. The altar piece represents the saint drawn by 
Gaido, ' and its polished walls^ and gilded cieling^ reflect 
the lights which are always blazing below. 

Santa Maria sopra Minerva belongs to a convent of Do- 
minicans^ and it was here that the tribunal of the inquisitioD, 
hapfBly no longer dreaded in Italy, long held its merciless 
inquest. 

The church is a Gothic structure, and its long and 
gloomy aisles exhibit nothing more remarkable than ibe 
amazing number of altars and chapels^ founded or endowed 
ffi artitulo mortis, by the trembling siqners who in the 
lapse of ages have been interred at their feet> trusting to 
escape the vengeance of heaven by prestaling theoiselves 
to Peter in the weeds of St. Dominic. 

$ome of these have been specially privileged by favour- 
ing Popes^ and either here or elsewhere I have been shocks 
fd with the arrogant inscription of; 

|NDULGENT|A PLENABIA QUOTIBIANA FEBTBTVA^ Vt6 

VIVI^ ET DEFUNCTIS.* 

and the insidious composition of the poor box, inscribed 
with. 

ELEMOSINA PER tA MAOOffNAtf 

There is however a statue of the Saviour holding bis 
cross, by Michael Angelo, but it owes its celebrity to the 
faqie of its sculptor ; and the tomb of a Pope, elegantly 
wrought by some later artist. 

In the square before this church is a small Egyptivs 
obelisk, which has been appositely elevated upon the back 
of a marble elephant. 

The church of San Martino in Monte is erected over a 
chamber of the baths of Titus, In it Pope Silvester lielda 
council, at which Constaniine and his mother, the empress 
llelena, condescended to assist. 

• Plenary indulgcScc every day for ever, for the Jiving and the dead* 
t Alms for our Lady. 
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The present edified is as brilliant as a ball rooni. Marble 
columns with gilded c&pitals^ drawn from the Villa of 
Arian> divide the aisks; the walls are covered with land- 
teapeft^ by the jaint efforts of the two Poussins^ one of 
whom painted the scenery^ and the other the figures ; and 
the tabernacle for the host is a gilded dome supported by 

Eillar«i of African marble^ and exhibited upon a lofty altar^ 
et'ore a blaz^ of lighu 
On one side a little ehapelj^ gay as the church with 
glossy, incrustations^ presents an illuminated altar, and a 

Eicture of Purgatory, in which an angel descending with 
is warrant in his hand, (the consecrated wafer) delivers one 
soul at a time from the tormenting flames, which are made 
to crackle in the candles burning on the a! tar, to heighten 
the stage effect of this painted tragedy. An unworthy mis- 
representation of the doctrine of the atonement, which wa$ 
made through the eternal Spirity without the ^ates of Jerusa- 
lem, when by one offering were jf^erfected jor ever all them 
that arc sanctified. 

San Carlo al Corse, designed by Pietro da Cortona^ is 
one of the most beautiful churches in Rome. The front 
rising upoQ a flight of steps, which runs its whole lengthy is 
formed by four three*-quarter columns of the Corinthian 
order> sixty feet high, surmounted by a rich pediment, 
over which in a side view, the well proportioned dome 
may be seen from the street, supported by clustered 
columns^ and terminating in an open Umthorn, with & 
gilded spire. 

The aisles, the dome, and the choir are finely proppr- 
tidoed, and every where richly ornamented with Corinthian 
sculpture^ though it i9 here lavished with less profusion 
than is usual at Rome. 

Wbefe the nave opens into the dome the eye is com- 
pletely gratified with its aerial swell, lighted by 'eight or 
ten windows, atid relieved by stuccoed roses, terminating 
in ao open cupola. 

On the right and left, at the terminations of the tran- 
septs, are seen superb frontispieces to the principal altars, 
of thf cpnslruction before described, but like the body 
of this beautiful church, less profusely than elegantly 
adorned. 

This elegant structure being directly -opposite to our 
lodgings, I nave sometimes risen before day, to observe the 
effect of di»rki)ess upon its distinct proportions, when 
faintlyilissipated by the glimmering tapers of the morning 

1 
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m^n, which in the wiot«r solstice is celebrated before d^j-* 
Kriit. 

The interior of Sm Laigi de Fnmcisi is simtlarl/ dis* 
tributed^ aad more rkhljr horned. Bat you. are ti^sd of 
charcbes, so ain 1, and 1. would break off directly, did not 
the matchless frescos of ^ik Carlo a Cdtenari imperiouslj 
demand description. 

This beautiful edifice is a dome of fifty feet diautetei, 
branching into the recesses formed bv a Gieek cross^ It is 
supported by superb pilasters of i\ie Corinthian of der^ with 
aa entablature of the richest sculpture^ from u'kioh spring 
stuccoed arcfaeSj the untty of whose majestic maases is no 
where disturbed bv giidrng. 

In the four angles of this charming dome DomeoicfaiAO, 
has painted the Cardinal Virtues^ which ebara<!teHstf<9 
accompanimentSi and {he caloars of these e^^fuisite peHbnn- 
ances, seem endowed with indelible tividity^ bedrifig fid 
marks of decay, though they bmre n«t breft pairned kss 
than two hundred years. 
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X HE sfte of the aActent capital is itow mcofmi if i^ 
iinodera town house^ b»t yod still approaeh it by tUm- iMg 
ascent which has been so often trod by the seoatti whd 
people of Some, iol the days of the Consuls moid the 
Caesars. 

It bad beea eacloseel with povttcdes by the Conscrifl 
Fathers^ whose generals conquered the wdrkk; aoek Nero/ 
who nev«r £oaght with amy ttnug hot heasesy hadf vainly 
erected iai its ceatre a triumphal arch^ 

The venerable anea was sun^ouadctl with txaupWB, ef wtiidt 
the most attcjsnt was* that of Jupiter Fesetxvm, built l^ 
Romulus in the infancy of the city ; the most magniiideat 
that of Jupiter Capitobaus^ ereciled by Tarquia tbe Sopefb. 

la tlie la4ker were deposited the spoils of coa<|uared 
ttations^ and o&tingfitQ the imagiimry dcicy> wkose statae 
waac^ 8olid«8»r<^< 
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. But Jupiter Capilolious has long since given ^ay to 
Maria d'Ara Coeli, though the colamns of tne temple stiU 
support the nave of the church. « • ' -. . 

Nothing else remains of ancient dignity upon this 
imperial etninence^ the temples of other Jopiters, of various 
fortunes, of Egypiian gods^ adopted by their ^uperstitrotts 
conquerors, having totally disappeared^ with the immobik 
5aj:tim of the Capitol. • •. • 

Thanks, however, to the genius of destructroni the 
sculptures of antiquity have been preserved, onder pf*btectiiifg 
ruins, daily to reward the industrious antiquary, with the 
discovery of precious objects, among the accuraulftted 
rubbish of two thousand years, which covers the adcie&t 
surface to the depth of fifteen or twenty feet^ . ► 

A statue of Tiberius was lately found at Piperno; another 
of Minerva has just Ijeen discovered at Veletri; and one of 
Antinous at Palestrina. ' 

Two lionesses of Egyptian basal tes guard the ascent to 
the capilol; and the headless trunk of a statue of'porphyry 
exquisitely draped, indicates alike the cvanescency of 
enipire, and the perpetuity of Rome. 

Two' colossal statues of Grecian sculpture. Castor and 
Pollux, leading their horses, ornament the top of the 
steps, and on a line with them to the right and left, are 
trophies taken from the' arch of Trajan, and ancient mile 
stones ; one of which was that which marked the first stage 
from the Forum Romanum, towards the distant provinces 
of Spain, of Britain, orofEgyptl 

An equestriail statue of Marcus Aurelius in bronze, orice 
gilt, liow occupies the centre of the platform ; and before 
the steps of the senatorial palace, is a sitting figure of Rome 
triumphant, supported by the Tiber and the iNile. 

Oh the right is the conservatory, on the left the museum ; 
upon the former, within a gloomy court, you again see a 
Roma triumphans attended by conquered Provinces ;. a 
lion devouring a horse ; andi two prodigious heads, two feet 
and'one hand, of colossal statues <^f Commadosaad Domititn^ 
which' had been mutilated by' the' people, on the death of 
those inhuman monster^. ,* 

Julius and' Augustus occupy the arcades^ leading tip the 
stair-case, at nbe foot of which is :ii rostralvcolmnn, 
supplied bvfeome modern artist to the original inscriptioa 
of that celebr^led pillar, from whos^ customary orations 
popular declaimers ar^ »tlll sard to ^ottut theiostr^m. 
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The landing-place is ornamented with superb bas*re1le& 

J^reserved from the late dilapidutionof an arch of Antoninus 
:*ius. 

The official apartments are indifferently painted with 
Boman history, ancient and modern; but the side of one 
room is \ined with the shattered pannels of a tabular list of 
the ancient Consuls ; and its centre is occupied by the 
identical bronze wolf, which is said to have been struck 
!Mrith lightning at the fall of Caesar. 

Her^ is also a gallery ot paintings, but it hasbeeii so 
stripped by the French, that little is left worth notice. Yet 
there remains a portrait of Guido, and another of Michael 
Angelo, painted by themselves, the features of which are 
strongly marked with their respective characteristics of 
gracefulness and suhlimity. 

In the court of the museum is the statue on which were 
pasted the replies of Mafforio to the interrogatories of Pas- 
quin, in days when the repose of power could only be dis- 
turbed by the sting of ridicule*. 

Under the arcades is the tomb of Severus, and his mother 
Mammea, with their effigies in reclining postures ; and on 
the stair-case are inserted in the walls, the mutilated 
fragments of a plan of ancient Rome, which was found on 
the pavement of a temple when it was converted into a 
church. 

Heie an infinity of sculptures are arranged in different 
apartments. 

One of them contains Egyptian idols, more curious for 
the hardness of the .materials in which they were wrought, 
than for the truth of their forms, or the beauty of their 
features, the cheeks round and full, the lips thick, the mouth 
large ; in short, the African physiognomy^ which in the 

\ 

• The story of Pasquin wearing a dirty shirt, because bis washerwoman 
had been made a princess^ by the elevation of Sixtus V. is two well known to 
be repeated; but when Clement XI. became the butt of satire, xaacb 
better jokes were sported and forgotten. Soon after the electioo of 
Clemefit, in the. room of Innocent XII. whose arms were ti>ree pots, 
Pasquin was represented bewailing himself, with a broken vase in his hand. 
Mart'orio asks what he is crying about, and Pasquin replies ** Come ! Hon 
▼uvi che me lagni sc per tre pile che havevo m'hanno dato un> boccale *' 
[Don't you see that for three pots th^'ve given me nothing but a cracked 
mtcfaerlj Clement gravely employing himself in regulating the canoiucal 
length of cassocks and periwigs at a time when the imperial troops were 
preparing to enter Italy, iStarforio asks Pasquin what he thinks of thie Pope. 
Pasquin replies, ^ Clemens Uodeoimus Pontifex MaYimus in minimiji— 
minimus iu maximis.'' [Clemeift is great iu little thiiifl^Uttl« ia great 
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modern uegro is stigpatized by interested prejudice ns the 
legible type of ignordnce and stupidity. 

A second constitutes a receptacle for marble sarcophaguses; 
embossed with the games or customs of antiquity, and the 
ambiguous emblems of heathen mytholbgy. 

A third exhibits statues of bronze, of Parian marble, or 
of Egyptian stones of adamantine hardness. 

A fourth contains busts of consuls and emperors, philo- 
sophers and heroes, poets and historians, of the flourishing 
periods of Greece and Rome, whose names are familiar to 
the civilized world, after the lopse of twenty or thirty 
centuries. 

In tl>e* wall of a cabinet is preserved a tablet of mosaic ' 
work, representing four doves sipping out of a bowl, as 
perfect as when it was described by Pliny, as a master-piece 
then existing in the villa of Adrian 

This art, however, has been improved by the modem' 
Romans, and I have myself a copy of the four doves much 
better executed, by an unknown artist. 

To describe all^ the pni'ntin2:s, and the sculptures, the 
cameos and intaglios, the medals and the precious stones, 
collected by the nephews of Popes and Cardinals, and 
preserved in the palaces of Rome, where they are readily 
exhibited to the curiosity of strangers, ' would require 
additional volumes, notwithstanding the merciless requi- 
sition of French rapacity, which swept away at once, 
a hundred statues,^ a hundred busts, a hundred vases, 
and a' hundred pictures, together with gems and medals 
innumerable. 

1 shall therefore coniSoe iiiyself to the principal collec- 
tions, and to the principle objects whicn they contain, 
excusing myself from noticing many others, though one of 
them may justly boast of a Madona, by Guido ; another of 
a bust of Cicero, and another of that very statue of Pompey, 
at the foot of which Julius Csesar wrapped hitnself in his 
mantle, and received twenty-five mortal 'wounds, saying 
" And thou too Brutus!" 'when he perceived bis own son 
among ihe assassins. 

Others abounding with pictures, have alienated to the 
French the portraits of Titian, the Venuses of Rapliael, an4 
the Madonnas of Guido. 

' All of them, excepting only the Palazzo Doria, have 
exchanged for British gold tlie landscapes of Claude 
Lorraine, glow ing with cerulean hues. 

1* 2 
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The palazzd Cdlonna belongs to one of die moat ancient 
faraili.es of Rome, and adulatory genealogists have found 
orsougbt tp find in their surname^ an allusion to the pillars 
of Hercules, or the columns of Trajan, the magnificent 
monument which rears its venerable head in the vicinity of 
their palace* 

.Their wealth, however, like that of all the other ereat 
families of Rome, may be traced from the papal chair, 
though often by doubtful or illegitimate consanguinity,, and 
Martin V. the restorer of the Romish hierarchy, after the 
long defection of Avignon^ is the first pope who endowed 
his family with the'title and the revenue of princes, . 

. This palp.ce^ like most of the palaces in Italy, is built 
round a court with, open colonnades, in which the owner 
may alight under cover, and ascend a marble stair-case to 
tbe servant*s hali, preceding the state apartments, which are 
usually uninhabitedj the ^mily residing in an upper story, 
or a distant wing. 

. its gallery is the noblest in Rome, belonging to a Subject, 
being a room of foi;ty feet by a hundred ana twenty, opening 
into a pavilion at each end; one of which communicates 
with the gardens, which are very extensive,, and laid out 
like those of the palaces upon the Continejnt, in that formal 
manner known ip England as the style of Williai^i III* 

The ceiling is pointed with the victories of Mark Antony* 
Coloanii, the general of Paul V. over the Turks, and the 
walls, ^re adorned with the finest productions of the Italiaa 
pencil. 

The first pavilion is or was, chiefly hung with landscaped 
by Claude f^rraiqe, Gaspar Poussin^ and Salvator'Rosa. 
|t also contains a cabinet of precious stones^ the door of 
^hich is embossed in ivory, with the last Judgment of the 
Capella Sjstina- ^ 

in the gallery itself, the miiltiplicity of objects confuse 
my. recollectioa, as I saw it bui.once, and 1 can now only 
remember ,the distinct impresi^ioQ made by a, picture of 
Titian, in which an old nobleman, in his aimed chair, 
listens with attention and complacency to a young amanuen- 
lii%: who reads to him standing frongi a. written paper, with » 
captivating air of modesty and deference. 

In (^ne 5>ftbe smaller apartipents is ^ Magdalen of Guido, 
with .dishevelled. hair, and at the end of a corridor, either 
]s or was the Belgic column^ ooce placed in the temple of 
Bellona, 
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The pallazzo Farnese, animmense hollow square, three • 
stories high, is now chiefly remarkable for having beett bailt ; 
by Michael Angelo, and painted by Annibal Carftcci, as 
it is at prent uninhabited, and.has been long strrpped'oFthe ' 
Flcrra, the Hercijles, and the Tatiro, thdse celebrated setflb- 
tures which still bear the name of* the family, thOt*§H' the' 
heiress of the house has dissoWed it by an alliance with'the 
king of the two Sicilies, who has conveyed everjr 'tbingi 
that was moveable to Naples. 

' Ailnibal spent' the greatest part of%Ts IJf^ in orTianaetttin^* 
the gallery, and he is said to have died of mortification^ 
oil being inadequately rewarded^ by'Cardinal Farnese. 

The vaulted ceiling is divided into seven square compfert-' 
ments, and eight rounds, supported'tiy academic figures ia< 
all imaginable attitudes/ 

,In the cQmpartments .are represented the triumph of 
Bacchus and Ariadne, Pan offering the wool of his flocks to 
Diana, Parife teceiving ' frotrf Mert^ry the golden ap^le, 
Aurora and! Gephalus, Venu% anfl Ancbises, Hercules and 
lole, with ina'ny other' lascrtiotfe ' stories, dra^n from 
the Metaqiorphoses of Ovid, and other fables of ancient 
inytholoffy/ ,.' * 

"Thepalazzo Bktberinf, built by a nep^hew of Urban VIIL 
is a prodigious edifice, corttainrrig a* Valuable library, and 
an immense collection of painrtih^ aiid sculpture. 
, The ceiling of. the great hall Was painted by Pietro dft 
Cortona, with the apotheosis of Urban ; and in the apart- 
ments I particularly recollected two heads of Mbdesty and 
Vanity, by Leonardo da Vinci, a whole length Mcigdalen 
of Guido, arid half length of the four Evangelists by 
tfuercino da-Cento. 

On the ground floor are several rooms lined with statuary, 
among which are busts of Marias and Sylla ; but tne 
celebrtvtied sleeping fawn, from the mausoleum of Adrianji 
lias been lately sbTd, or presented, to the king of Spain. 

The palazzo Doria, built, if I recollect right, under the 
patronages of Innocent X. [Pamfili] from whose family it 
passed by marriage to the Dorias, fronts the Corso, and has 
been planned with more attention to convenience, than is 
usual in the palaces of Italy. 

Its gallery runs round the four sides of a square, near th^ 
enttance of which is an aerial Claude, the fin^Jit now 
remaining in Rome, near which a landscape sketched by 
Domenichino grates the eye of the connoisseur. There are 
•everai other Claudes in this gallery, though none of thgt^ 
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bavebeen so lightly touched by bis magic hand^ fine 
portraiU of Luther and Calvin, by Titiao, &c, &c. 

In ;oDe of the leading apartments is a head of Christ, 
crowned with thornsj and bearing the cross, with a look of 
jiatient sufferinc, which I shall never forget. It was paiot- 
ed by Andrea Mantegna, the master of AJichael Angelo. 

The palazzo Braschi^ die last palace built in Rome, and 
indeed nol. yet finished, though it has been in hand ever 
since the beginning of the pontificate of Pins VI. is built 
on one side of the piazza: Navona, in the centre of modern 
Rome. 

Here the nephew of the late pope, immured in a corner 
of the unfinished pile, noiv spends with profusion, what had 
^en gained by rapacity,ia decorating with all the elegancies 
of pamting and sculpture, a palace he can himseli hardly 
tver expect to inhabits 

, The great stair-^^ase, however, is now nearly finished, 
nnd is probably, the npost expensive and- magnificent 
apartment of the size^ that ever was adorned with the 
perfections of art. It is thirty feet by forty and ninety 
tigb. 

Over the great doors, on the ground floor; are bustoes of 
ancient philosophers* - -The steps, are of • white marble 
ten feet long, the balustrade is of wrought iron, and every 
flight is adorned with an antique statue, and supported by 
columns of Egyptian granite. 

The gallery displays two doors of mahogany, encased 
with marble, surmounted with bas-reliefs> and separated by 
a niche and a statue* 

' Arches springing from the columns, form compartments 
in the newest taste, and tlie cieling, elegantly ribbed and 
fretted, terminates in an ample sky-light. 

The palazzo Borghese, the costly monument of the 
nepotism of Paul V. now contains but few paintings worth 
notice, though many pieces in this still ample collection 
are by the first names in the annals of the schools. 

But the Casino or villa of the same family without the 
Porta del Popolo, still remains a perfect mass of ancient 
modern sculpture. 

The front of this building is covered with bas-reliefs, 
distributed in the form of pannels, above, below, and 
between the windows, and the portico is peopled with 
bustoes and statues. 

In the hall are busts of the twelve Caesars, and an 
equestrian statue of Curtius leaping into the gulph. 
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in olher a{>aitments are seen the Heriziaphro<}ite of 
obscene celebrity; the fighting Gladiator^ by an Ephesi^tt 
5culptor> thought to be the finest statue now remaining in 
Rome ; a groupe of sleeping boys^ by Algardi ; and David 
with the sling and ston^ with which he smote Goliah^ I 
think the master-piece of Bernini. 

In the gardens of this palace, the ItaHan h0ney*suckle 
retains its verdure through the winter^ and the single giliy- 
flower and glowing ranunculus tliere bloom throughout the 
year, * 

The palaz^o Madama, is now only remarkable for a 
facade of uncommon elegance, erected by Catharine de 
Medicis, before she was married to Henrv it. of France* 

In the villa Aldobrandini is preserved an antique. fresoo, 
^hich was found in the baths of Titus, it represents' a 
Roman marriage^ in the same bas-relief style in which all 
the antique paintings yet found exhibit figures^ with little 
attention to grouping or perspective^ though with a 
perfection of form and drapery apparently copied from the 
finished works of contemporary sculptors. None of theot 
give a high idea of the progress of painting among the 
ancients. 

In the casino Farnesina, on the right banks of the Tiber, 
erected by Augustine Chegi^ a famous banker in the time 
of Leo X. and afterwards purchased l)y the Farnese 
family^ is an obJong saloon on the ceiling of which is 
represented the fable of Cupid and Psyche, in different 
compartments^ separated by rich festoons of fruit and 
flowers, designed by Raphael, and painted by hisscholacs. 

In an adjoining apartment is the Galatea of the same 
inimitable master, painted by his own hand. .The imaginmy 
deity sails through the water in a scollop shell, drawn by 
dolphins, and surrounded by Nereids and Tritons, blowing 
conch shells, and sporting with the waves. 

In one of the angles of the same apartment, is a co1o$5va{ 
head roughly drawn with charcoal, which tradition de 
clares to have been sketched by Michael Angelo, to lej 
prove the delicacy of Itaphael. *■* 

In the palazzo Costaguti, are six painted ceilings, two of 
which are strikingly fine. One of them, byiGuercino, ex- 
hibits Rinaldo in the car of Armida, draWJi through the 
air by winged dVagons ; the other, Apollo, in the chariot of 
the sun, by PpmenijDhino. 

Ix^ the gardens of the palaizo RojBpigliosf, on ifa/qeilin^ 
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of an ablong pa^iHon^ is tbe Aurora of Goido^ <>iie pf the 
finest frescos in the world. 

At tbe moment of sun rise^ Apollo, , seated in his car, 
drawn by four horses^ and surrouo4ied by the dancipg 
bours, in attitudes of graceful motion^ begins his brilliaDt 
career. Lucifer flies before^ him, with an expiring, light, 
and Flora, hovering round the mystic circle, ^eatters .open- 
ing flowers upon the morning air. 

In. the villa. Ludovisi, within the Pincian gate, is an- 
other sublime effort of genius, upon the same s^ubject, 
though this is day-break, a mtoment better adapted to the 
strong shades of Guercino. 

Aurora in a car drawn through the clouds by pied horses 
scatters flowers upon the earth, and before her % t^e stars 
of night, while in semicircular compartments behind her 
a woman watches a sleepiug boy, over a midnight lamp, 
and before her the son of the morning, 'extinguishes bis 
torch, and shakes his wings for flight. 
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GENERAL VllW OF EOME FROM THE rANICULlNK 

MOUNT. ^ 

Jl HREE thinsjs, said a Latin Father of the fourth cen- 
tury, 1 could wish to have seen, • 

Chnstum in carne, Paul urn in, ore, let Roroam ia flofe.* 

-The last of these three v^ishes was enjoyed iti p^rfec 
tion by the poet .Martial, from his commanding villa, 
which was. situated on this very mount. ,Iftc, ^ays (,hc 
satirist in his epigrdws, 

^ IJio septein duminos videte montes^ 
£t t^tam lice aestimare Romam, 
,  Albanos quqque, Tusculosque, colles,» 

. * Qiri^tin.ft^fteshi. the face.of St,.]Pai4, and Rome i» its gtocy^ 

5 
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and here 9\A]/mU!t « thousand years bm rolled into 
et«raiiy. 

O'er Horned sercD hills the adnunng eye mey Ati^ 
Albanotooi nod Tuacuium surveys 

The mass of a t^mple^ whose walls are twenty fett 
thick.; the circuit of M> atnphitheatre^ winch could receive 
thirty thousaudj or eighty thousand spectators^ for such is 
the difference of computation allowed by its ample scope ; 
or the extent of imperial baths spread out like so many 
cities, into halls add^aUertes, courts, porticds, and squares^ 
may well excite astonishment in the native of a country 
that is scarcely disencumbered of the forests with which 
it had been covered by the hand of nature, the buildings of 
whose towns have not yet exceeded the proportions of 
necessity or convenience. 

One who had been accustomed from childhood to 
venerate the antiquities it afibrded of the age of Winthrop, 
of Calvert^ or of Penn, the perishable materials of which are 
already crumbling into dust, may be allowed to contemplate 
with enthusiasm inscriptions which have been read by a 
hundred generations, and sculptures of brass or marble in 
which the serenity of Augustus, nay the smiles of the^ 
minion of Adrian are still undisturbed, in which the sternei^ 
features of Caius Marius, of the elder or the youn- 

fer Brutus may frown for ever upon the enemies of 
tome. 

From the sumiAit of the Mons Janiculus, on the west side 
of the Tiber, abruptly rising over the seven hills of the 
imperial city, the mount of the Vatican, and the plain of 
Translevere, we may take a general view of churches and 
temples, fountains and aqueducts, convents and theatres^ 
palaces and tombs^ linking together is brass and marble, the 
ancient and the modern world. 

Here an obelisk, transported from Africa by a Roman 
emperor, preserves in forgotten hieroglyphicsjthe learning of 
the ancient Egvpiians, engraved upon a mass of granite^ 
whose incredible dimensions bespeak the grandeur of 
Memphis or of Thebes, ho less than the Pyi'amids of the 
Nile. 

There an arch exhibits the spoils of the Temple of Jeru-* 
Salem, embossed on marble by the conqueror of Judea^ 
as if on purpose to remain for aa indisputable meffloriiil of 

11VIT2SRLANI>.J g 



.- xBATZhs rrnmxtj an 

Sacred Hi^^^^i ''^ oorijunctiou with the unacroiin table 
'^ the Jews, to manirest the accomplislntient of 
H^'b^w prophecy* I'a the destruction of the holy city y and the 
dispersion of the chosenpe&ple. 

Every wiiere the shattered colamns of innumerable tem* 
oles, in some of which ebriety, in others prostitution, were 
ilcliuowledged riteij, whilst in moi-e than one of them . ima- 
gmnty malevoItfiRe 'u'tt» vainly deprecated by bntnan 
sacriHces, reetil. the absardities 4)i* heatbeti mythology^ 
wliich impiously imagined, 

Gods fnkliWss, vkiaus, cruel^ ftii^'utijust, 
Whose attributes were ra^, revenge, and last, . 

Here and there the crumbling walU of theatres where 
gladiators were fed, that they might bleed freely and taugbr 
to die gracefully for the amusement of unfeeling spectators, 
.-women as well as men, silently demonstfate how. much the 
civilized world has gained by the iatroduction of Christia- 
nity, obscured as it is by tradiiional sapejr^titious, and 
national wars** 

Fleathen temples dedicated to Christian saints, and the 
statues of the apostles elevated upon; the columns of the 
emperors, indicate the triuuaph of Cbri^liaaity over pagan 
Rome, although the successors of the xnartyrs adopted bea* 
then rites, and ingrafted profane ceremonies upon the sim*^ 
plicity of Christian worship-t ' 

" The statues of heroes," says a clerical tourist, ^*^ were 
converted into those of saints^ still to receive adoration, 
and to preside at consecrated altars. Thp^e. who entered 
the church, like those who entered the temple, s^prinkled 
themselves with lustral water, inhaled perfumed . iaceose, 

* At ,tbc savage exhibition .of tliese infernal orjrtes (the Barbarians, of 
America viH discredit my veracity, should the story be related amund some 
council fire) an hououraj^Ie. place was allotted for the vestal virgins, the 
priestesses of heathen purity, devoted to perpetual vir^iuiy, under paiu of 
oein)^ buried alive I . ' 

t Uppu the £sqHiliBe Hill the Rotnan matrons had been ttccastomed to 
solicit the favourable aui^ices of Juno LHcinaw*<>Catholic wivea expect the 
feme assistance from Santa Maria Ma^giore, whose m|i^ificcnt.cliurcb now 
occupies the site; and inherits the privileges of the abdicated temple. At 
the altar of Romulus and Remus mothers presented their children, when 
Uiey w^ere afificM with obstinate diseases, and to this day> in desperate 
cases, infant's wtt^earried (9 thervisry same e«Hfice for the intercession of St. 
Theodore, 
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behdd ' tJjfiQ 'lighted taper. . and bung tm tbe votive 

tablet?'* « • * 

A defection howevejr unlikely ia the days of, St. Paul^ yi't 
/l^ him expressly predicted; . . 

The rtay^ of Christ sliall not<*.onie, except there come a falling ^way fiwt, 
and Che man of sin be revealed, the son of perilitlon. 

. Under the shade of the Foritana PauHuJl, upon the sum-* 
. iTiit of- the Mens Janiculus, whilst ^)n the ^ight the setting 
sun gilds anew the fretted vaults of the tenrple of Peace, 
and illumines with a golden gleam the btt)ken rotundas, of 
the patace of the Caspars, ana the crumbling monuments t)f 
the Appian Wa^^, iit'the same time gaily glittering on the* 
l^ft up6h the domes and turrets 6f modern Uome^ let us take.^ 
a general view of the rival structures of imperial and ponti- 
fical magnificence. . , 

Immediately hefow Us on the left is the dome of St. 
Peter's soaring above its colonnades, its fountains, and its* 
obelisk 5 beyond it are the courts and galleries of the 
Vatican, atid before it lit a respectful distatice is the swell-' 
ing tpwer of Si. Angelo;" surmounted by a flying angel with' 
a flaming fiword. 

There a bridge crosseis the Tiber, adortied with statue?, 
and the venerable river is seen to wind on either side 
betwixt domes and palaces, ruin.% and VinevArds, till it 
reaches the antiquated walis which 'present the towers of 
seventeen gates, and inclose a circumference u'f thirteen 
tnilf s. They were erected by Aurelian, two hundred and 
seventy years after Christ, and have been ever since 
kept in repair by the princely successors of the fishernian of 
Galilee. 

Without the walls are seen lonely churches, particularly 
that of St. Paul, far to the right. They were once in the 
heart of populous subvirbSj^ which surrounded on all sides the 
imperial city. 

Farther oQ are shapeless ruins standings in a baiTen de* 
sen, that extends fifteen or twenty miles to the foot of dist* 
ant hills, upon which may be fair\lly discerned Albano, 
Tivoii, and the ancient Tusculum, founded, says tnidition^ 
hy Telemachus, the son of Ulysses, and in after times 

* 

 At the entrance of the Via Sacra, *£9ciili4>iiis it tarned into St Bartho- 
jofnew, and at St, Agnes, Jkoiidellm port^f a itatue of Diana is st^ 
venerated under the aanie ot the saint. 

e 3 
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the birth*place of Cftto, the censor^ and the reti^at or 
Cicero. 

Among the crowd of nearer objects In front the sight is 
arrested by the globular roof of the pantheon^ rising into 
view like the side of a hilL 

Near it are sfen the solar obelisk of An|;u8tu8^ restored 
by the late pope (it once shewed the hours of the day by its 
shadow filling upon lines of )!)rass) and the column of 
Antonipe, th$it still occupies the spot on which it was^aced. 
by Marcus AureliuSi, 

Farther on is ihe column of Trajjan. 

Above it, on the Quirinal Hill/ is the sQinmer-palace of 
the popesy ^nd the church of Santa Mari$^ I^aggiore. 

Tq the right lies the Capitolj now a modern town 
bouse. 

Behind it is the Forum Romainiim^:3.urrQunded by the 
broken porticos of temples^ the fallbff-^^cades of the 
palace pt the Q^sars, and the sunken arcq^ through which 
thf insulted dignity of captive mon^rpbs were led in chains^ 
to $w^ll the triumph of returning conq|uerors. A |>ractice 
which would have been more suitably accon^)aniea by the 
war-whoop of Canadian savages than by the cfdugor tukn- 
rtm of civilized Roine. Even queens were not exempted 
from this b«rba^ous usage. It was suffered bv a Pnrthi^n 
prineess^ ihp splendour of whose court is still attested by 
the ruins of Palmyra^ a^nd the last descendant of the Sgyp* 
tian Ptolovaies only escaped the insupportable indignity by 
^ voluntary deaths 

Beyond them are ^eeq tbe sweep! n|^ stories of the 
Coli^um^ one of its ample sides frowning m naked majesty 
over the dilapidated ruins of the other, 

F^^rtb/^r 9n are the turrets of Sj. John de JUterauj, with 
tbe gigantic obelisk by whipb they are overlooked. 

I^Qt far distant is tbepyramic/^ iomb of Caius Cestins^ at 
the foot of which protestants who die at Rome are permitted 
to repose in peiu:e. 

To the right we look down upon tbe multifarious depart- 
mentaoftbe baths of Caracole (the Caracul of Ossfan^ A^irg 
o^Mfllior^) extending over whole acres of ground^ in un- 
W4tii»|;ui«b^ble rniUf 

Without the gate of St. Sebastian^ anciently the Portus 
CefeQU«> llie Apjpiw Way may be traced for wiles 
hy doable rows at crujiaUiog monuments> like a funeral 
procesj^ioA attending the obsequies of iosferial Roiqe, 
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: ** All itno^ £leot and solitary/* I quote tlie language of 
the elotiuent historian of the empif^j ** wbei^ the pave^- 
ment once resounded to the hasty proo£i of tbe niesiett^ 
gers of . 4»iBnMiDd, and the hcrbingers of victoryv en- 
coanteriog each ether from the femote^t parts of tbtt 
.earth/ i ■•'.  - > 

Fsrttfer: on are. seen diverging from their oeintns the 
interrupted chains of broken Aqueducts, stretching' imit 
gigantic strides, as far as the eye can r^Aeb across' the 
deflated plain. . . • r' . • 

MathinMI aeethe venerably shades of Ron^n virtM 
hovering osrer the scenes of their patriotic devotion ! The 
«hcoo<}ti«mbki capi»ve> wbo^ in iboHS vevji fields beloir me, 
thurfit his.baltd into the fiain^» to defy the iasipoteiiee of 
victory ; the jdauntiess knight who singly defended) yon^sv 
brd^n btidge^ against a host of &es; the genedbiis«ciijfMa 
who leaped into a bursting g^Iph to save his coQnteyv.io^the 
area<ir'hioi» hinow surrounded by> yon mouldesingniifcs ; 
the.^volMhtary*ihi)8tage/ who returned to Car^agf^ t^brpi^ 

Jonder streets^ to devote his life adhere be had pledged bis 
onont 7'the relenting conqn^ror^ who snffered hiiliseie to 
be vanqnisbed» without those gates, at the bead of a victo* 
rioMJf army/ by the intercessiodi of « Roman matron.^ i T 

But before all the heroes of antiquity, n»anyof whoM 
cramblinff tombs may yet be^ traced around me, let me ciall 
to mind the disinterested patriot, who repeatedly descended 
from the cnrnie chair to dress again the neglected fi^ds of 
btfi humble patrimony at the foot <if yonder hills. 

The example of Cincinnatos, after a lapse of ages, haf 
been revived or exceeded amid the forests of America, by 
the nnasBuming cultivator of the banks of the Patowmak. 
Washington, like the Roman sage, too rich in himself to 
be seduced by wealth or honours, to forsake the calm enjoy* 
ments of domestic life, obeyed again and fligain the 
»immonsof bis country, t6 devote bimuself to the emergeo* 
cies of the state. 

Mankind I trust will one day become wise enongh to 
transfer their admiration from their conquerors to their 

benefactors. The virtues of Washington and Cincinnatnsj 

\ 

* " The noble sister of Publicola, 
*^ Tbe moon of Borne, chaste as the icicle 
« That's curdled b^ the frost>from pamt saoiv^ 
*' And hangs on Dian's temple/   ■> » » 
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'wH theneftce the VKtciries of Buonapartl^ ^d Alezabdef, and 
the modest mantle of republican BlaipUcity will eclipse the frip-^ 
pery of imperial robes. 

• llie little rotanda wfaicfa appears upon the rigbty behind 
diose pointed roofs, marks the very spot where the new bom 
infants^ Romulus and Remus, exposed upon the Tiber by the 
cbinmitid of ^muliua, were found and fostered by a neighbour- 
itig^. shepherd. 

■Its impenetrable cope has successively protected a tempk and 
a church ; and tradition, pointing to the solid henii.^phere; has 
loid the iMry of the suckKng wolf to a hundred generatldiuj^ 
which hav« fallen ai^oundift hke the leaves of autumn..^ r.' 
. Within' yon shatp^Uss mass 'of Roman brick that can scarcely 
lie diflcemed on the left/ Amidst clustefing- battlements^ were 
deposited the remains of Caesar* Augustus ; the sainie. who at the 
ampi€io«a'4»irth of the babe' of Bethle1iem/£j/:{ s^n^ ybr^ « 
ieeree, that all the world should bt taxed, 
" Jtwasoaee a pompons mausoleum, surrounded hgr^alleys of 
erergf e0nSy and distinguisbed by obelisks of gradite^ >wh<»se solid 
asastay pronfiised to illnstrate it for ever* ' ,^.«;j»i' 

/ : But die ^groves hove been 41 pplan ted by plebeian, tiovels, and 
tbe/obeiisks diemselv^s, 'after having been overturned and buried 
in the dust, have been removed to other courts, to {[ratify the 
pride of other princes* ' ' 

Somewhere hereabout Were the gardens of Lucnllhs, and 
somewhere ^ere was the palaCe of Mecsenas, where Virgil may 
have penned his JSneid, or Horace pointed his satires, specu- 
lating at their ease upon Kfe and manners, under the conveQient 
patronage of the rich and great. 

Yon msignificant tm'ret disguises the spot where Cato rea-» 
soned, and Cicero declaimed, in the venerable audience of the 
conscript fathers of impierial Rome. 

Jn the same direction, though not within sight, are the re- 
mains of A'ppii Vorwfi^y and the reputed ruins of the Thrt^ 
SWerni, where the Brethren of Rome met St. Paul on his arrival 
from Judea ; " whom, when Paul saw," says the author of thc^ 
Acts of the Apostles, " he thanked God and took courage." 

>)elow us is the very street in which the eloquent Apostle of 
the Gentiles, having appealed to Casar, dwelt two whole years 
in his ozcn hired house^ and received all that came in unto 
him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things 
which concern th^ Lord Jesus Christ, with fftf cor^dence^^no 
man forbidding him. 

It was there that, being rejected by the chief of the JenSf 
though bound for the hope of Israel^ he propjieticall^ declared 
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'the saivationo/.Godwas seui unto the GtntiUh and thai tk^f 
would hear iU^^ A, prediction which. W99 m»ryeU<>waly fulfiU«i^ 
.upon this very fpoC, though tea {lersectations afterifi^ar^ ioppvefised 
Cfae church » 

Just below me, on the right, is the roof of Santa Mariii is 
Ti^ansteveFe, a church that was built in:the y^r 222, afid dedir 
cated by Calixtus, then bishop of Rome, to the Virgin Msyry. ^ 

It marks^ I believe, the first palpable departure from primi*. 
tive purity, in point of worship^ though professing Christians had 
long before enlisted in the Boman legions, isgloriouslj deserting 
the banner of the Prince of Pfsg^qe, 

Around me 1 can still trace several monuments of the piety, 
perhaps the policy of Constantine, when Christianity became the 
predominating religion of the empire. 

Those fields upon my left were the scene of the pretended 
Vision of the Cross, on the strength of which the first Christian 
emperor acti^ally gained a victory oyer his rival Maxeutius, who 
{)enshed in the Tiber, below yon distant bridge. 

Within the next three centuries were instituted some of the 
many convents that might be counted from where I stand; in 
which numerous fi*aternities of devoted regulars have dozed away 
their useless lives in unbroken succession for a thousand years. 

From the courts of the Vatican, on my left, issued for ages 
the Papal bulls, which could dissolve private obligation, and 
dfispefiNe with public allegiance, until the princes of Christendom 
were taught by the harbingers of reformation to dispute the 
supremacy, and to doubt the infallibility of the supposed vicar 
6f Christ. ' 

The everlasting High Priest of the Christian dispensation^ far 
from appointing a lordly successor to rule over his flock, ex- 
pressly abolished the Levitical priesthood, that he might teach 
his people himself'. » * 

^,xX>n gloomy turret betrays the Dominican cloister in' which 
the tribuiial of the Inquisition long strove^ in vain> to stifle thet 
vigorou^lbirth of heaven-bom truth. 

li\ the plain upon. our right, two centuries before Augustus," 
eucainped the veteran Hannibal, after he had thrice defeated 
the Roman consuls and dictators, in a toilsome niarch ifi'otn the 
Straits of Gibraltar through Spain, Prance, and Italy, across 
the Alps and the Apennines. . \ ' 

Yet, while at one gate lay the victorias CarthagiBttiah, the 
imperturbable senate sent off recruits, by another, to the army' 
anbpaiii. ^ ; . ^ 

fiut below tSe (behind the palace, b> tfaift castii) !^ d toodem 
posteruj through which general Berthieri having encamt^ed hit 
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Ibrees dn tikd Mofit^ Maria, penetrated tbe Papal citadel^ atid 
aaeetlded wicbont tftn\mg a Uow^ the capilol ^( the CttAani. 

Shicb was^ aiad «udt ia Roma, alike in the tropes of Cicem^ 
tfid the figures of Gibbon, the citadel (^nations, and tbe i^hv^ 
polU of the gtobe^^tke eternal dty^ tliat torvived the empire of 
the world, to establirii a new dominion over the nations of die 
earth* 
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SKETCHES OF LtlFB A!it» MAT9K£ftS» 

JL HE Italian populace is every where idle^ rude, and noisj. 
In Rome itself the meanest of the people make way for no one ; 
and as they stand chattering upon the narrow footways, where 
there happens to be any, will oblige the genteelest passengers to 
turn into the street ; nay, retort upon them with insolence, if 
reauested to give way even for a lady. 

Vet, in polite address, the French and English second person 
plural, and tbe German third, are in Italy sublimely refined into 
the feminine gender, and John Bull is struck dumb on his ar« 
nvai at Home to hear himself ceremojiiously announced a^ 
** Sua Excellenza.** 

A common tradesman is designated in writing with ^' Ultts* 
trissime Signor,; Signor f and the usual form of subscription to 
a letter of business is ^' Vpur Slave ;'• that of most humble 
servant (unworthy as it is of English smcerity) noj being quite 
abject enough for Italian adulation. 

The nobility are princes, their houses are palaces, their sons 
Itre Cawars and Scipios ; nay, their cooks are '' Mioiftni della 
Cucina,** and their scullions afe " Delia Famiglia** of such and 
such a grandee* 

. In Rome idle beggars will stretch themselves quite across the 
pavement, and oblige all that pass by to turn out into the mu4 
or step over their ei^tended hmbs, nauseous with real or pre- 
tended idcers. ' ^ 

. In the porticoes of frequented churches,. !a^ raggamuffina 
Will sUn themselves upon the steps, and pick vermin from their 
ttbdies, m a niahner which decency forbids mie to describe 

,,Xhe market^bce, A large obbng square,. oi;qamented with 
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tculptured fountftiosy under the elegant appellation of Piazza 
Navona, exhibits twice a week an unparalleled scene of uproar 
and confusion. / ' 

Imagine the hub'bub of ten thousand voices, rough with the 
jargon of a dozen dialects, and hoarse with incessant outcry, 
opening at once upon the turn of a comer. 

A Philadelphian would think there was a fire, and that eveiy 
man was calling upon his neighbour to help to put it out :-*«o 
^uch matter, diey are only endeavouring to cheat one another 
in counting cabbages and measuring potatoes. 

In this interesting operation the buyer struggles for over«> 
measure, and the seller shuffles otf under weight, with deafekiii^ 
vocifeiratioh. 

This amicable mode of interchaining the commodities of life 
so frequently extends to blows, and would otherwise terminate 
in pitched battles, that a file of soldiers constantly attend, widi 
shouldered firelocks, to keep the citizens and the country people 
from falling together by the ears. 

- In the Corso itself, tlie chief street of Rome, lined as.it is 
with churches and palaces, we ar« stunned every morning by 
day*break with the shrill cries of those who sell fried minnows^ 
or roasted chesnuts, the price of which I shall never forget, for 
my ears ring with the discordant sounds of 

^ Quattro baioce ! Qaattro baioce ! Quattro baioce ! 

, We leara to count Italian, without intending it, from a butpb* 
er's stall just under our windows, where we overhear continually 
an idle custom, I believe, peculiar to these noisy people, of 
counting aloud every penny of chaise, one by one. 

For instance, beef is four*ipence a pound, and supposing t 
slip-shod slattern (for such is the appearance of low life m Italy) 
has bought a pound and a quarter, she will be sure to count out 
her broad copper baioces, 

Uno i Due ! Tre ! Quattro ! Cbbqoe ! 

in the tonto of e bell»man or a ballad-singer. 

The Italians stilt estimate the beginning of the day from the 
etid of it, and count the circling hours from sun-set to four-and- 
twenty* At noon accordingly, in the summer solstice, the clock 
strikes sixteen, in the wbter nineteen, and as the increase or 
decrease is often several minutes in ^ day, the town clocks are 
hardly ever right, they being only corrected as often as this dif* 
fereace amounts to a quarter of an hour. Thus, for instance, 
you are gravely advertised by the almanac, that from thel6tb 
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.^ JPabAniy l<> the ^4th^ H ^1^ 6^ fiobnat a qlivrtir pttf^Igh^ 
^en^;. boi-ifasd dn.thk f24th it wiU bie. noon fat eigtiteep o'clock 
precisely, and so continue till the 6th of March. 

The be^airs ^dbni :tarn obt to i^m tb^ir (Ckiiiy brevet Itilj 
.toward iBQM)i^ lihAk they beffnil to be httn^y, and then yott are 
occasiotially serenaded, with Ibud add continual mol(n»^ mcRSt 
probably > from soihis impostoi* ihbrb sfaamele^ thdn bhiii&ry;, 
<vhe:\^ exhibit' ^]rip|>earafBee of acckl^t or '4li$0asb too shock* 
jaa^io be cKstnuilBd^ > from which thoje who chpcl^eto drop ati]^ 
thing into his hat^.toril.^wiiy tfaeir eyei ; ami/tHdfe triio oo not 
-flirefam'to cfacKSB t»'er tfad wkjy^' or torn abcMfet aitd ts^e upthe 

JBR3t Strict. ..;,.".■./.'-•:. •• .  ' •} tr .) . 

^ This, however, is too great an exertion to be contfoiled long?, 
ihiil too bold an inrposition tiy be sufierkl t^kc iri'AiQ mmt p1ice; 
tfsifent dispfaiy of |»](>dble wretcbcfdnesb ih niuth mpHs fneqalnt) 
Kite that <)f Lsizams at the door of Dive^. 
c' fX sach there \\fere several iti nfiy daily wallta, M^se welU 
known stations 1 always avoided by go^lg ^bKXil^ if I hiiA it tiot 
IB ^y pdw^r to deal out tb th^m tfi^ c«btoWiary tribute ; for one 
kibst be baded witi penc«0 at Roitie; as ii\'eU aa at Loiidon^ to 
lirtisf^ all the bie^r« one me^ti. ' ^ 

When 1 first arrived al Rome, I rosolVed \Xf gitfe lii^fhidg to 
any of the tribe wlio$e age of diecrepitude did not iniere^ l|iy 
feelings, but this^ resolution cost me more than 1 gained by it; 
and 1 am convinced I should have done better to have taken the 
o4>posit^ extrfepDie> aikl kept my pocket ie^dy for evf ry af^'c^nt, 
9| %\ie pbeapesi way to jgel rid of tb^io> 

i Biit 1 f od^ iiot h^^lp beiiig scrupoIotRt.of supporting 9ueh 
W'Orthlessness, »d rty English tQviif&r wa« beaid^s uhwilllng iq 
yieW to their fcprtatfcg ittportunaqyv «tq)€cmlly in the cWcftes, 
fih^ere it pr^vok^d me beyond mt^ieure to see thetn disturb ped* 
pde at ibeAF delations.. .. \ 

I once saw a dirty sibyl persecute by tura* a whole, aiijcgof 
kneeling nuns, whispering their orisons two by two before an 
altar, till she druve them Miisn\«ayj thd ftreA i(xmhd rpupd to me 
• — you will readily believe for a frowning reprimand. 

Another time, wliile 1 wajj siH'^g in the dusk of tlie eyeniog 
^'t the foot of the statue of St,, A«drew, whict occupies the 
E^llovi' face of. oue of ttie pillars that' support the donie of St. 
3f etcr's. Ho Frencli soldiers suddenly advanced jffdm ttie i^Tavc, 
cast their eves into the air, and 'walk ins round, to wliere I sat^ 
asUed nae in respectfiil toriei '/JEst ce done ici iTonsieur la 
cpiipQle doiU on parle tantr* .They were puf^ued b^' a la^^ecj 

>'fetotb6*6inB'i!f^^richi^fcuc'h'ii^ - ' 
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ilaibm> as keen as a h^^, tensing them for dmrkj; and thougli 
ibey polifdiy assured her ibat they had 'no nioriey to ghre^ mk 
foliowsd diem with increaimig importunity as far as I couid see 
them. 

Bemdei occasionally cdllecfions at l^t. Peter^, jone old woman 
liad a. stationary residence in a comer of the'Tribune^ wher^ ihh 
le?ied ^ tax upon all who ventured to ascend it; and anpther at 
a distance, far beyond the sphere of her influence, got a Uy\fg 
by holding up the curtain of a door whenever s^e saw any (>odj^ 
^oing out nhat way likely to reward the service. 

Every good Catholic seems to hoW beggars «acr^d, a? the 
£ast ilndiiins are said to venerate their crazy Santos. 

I 809a found that nobody repelled their importunities but 
myself; nay, that if they asked alms in the name of the Virgin, 
*' Per la Madonna Santissima," or any favourite saint, such a4 
St. Joseph (the betrothed husband of the Virgin Mother) ; the 
.St. Francis de Sales, or St. Anttiony of Padua, a good Catholic 
would lift one hand to his hat, though he should not put the 
' other in his pocket. 

I must certainly pass for an arcii -heretic in the streets of 
Itome, notwithstanding my devout attendance at St. Peter's ; for 
i often refuse importunate beggars without minding what Saint 
ili^ey invoke^ yet my credit may be sometimes locally restored 
iwhen a decrepid old woman kneels before the nei^t Mado.nna, 
and prays for .the soul of the stranger, that has p\it into hejr 
palsied band a p^ui or a ficudi. . 

Their usiul resource of the convents has been cut off ever 
ffince the French revolution, but they still hold every devotee 
under a contribution, which they levy with inexorable strictpess 
tm the day of jhis tutelar sdint, and you often see tliem running 
in crowds from house to house and demanding thejr mon^y^ asr 
confidentially as if they were suing for a debt. 

Perhaps, indeed, diey may be tlK)ught to earn Ae grajuity b^ 
a Paler-poflter, or an Ave-Maria, which the beggar is always 
expected to say for the soul's health of his benefactor. An ad- 
ditional reason ybr giving to <ail that ask, as however iittie 
the slender tfaitb of a Protestant may be disposed to rely for ^al- 
"vation 4tpon the prayers of another, what sectarian would suffer 
•himself to foe suspected of heresy in the sight of the hereilitary 
representatives of the primitive church, when such a iriHe would 
make him pass for a true believer. 

The nobility of iloine (for there is no social gradation in Italy 
comparable to that of gentry in England, and the United Stateis, 
which, admitting scientific and commercial pursuits, embraces 
almost exclusively the useful and the agreeable of life) wer« 

»2 
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never remarkable for their attention to straugers ; indeed 
the verv construction of a Roman palace almost precludes 
the enjoyment of social intercourse^ and the exercise of 
domestic hospitality. 

Their family accommddationti are inconvenient and re- 
mote^ and the state apartments of their palaces^ or rather 
museums of painting and sculpture^ i^re only adapted for 
the gratification of curiosity^ or the fluttering circulation 
of a hundred butterflies at a time^ through the prolonged 
train of anti-chambers^ saloons^ and drawing-rooms^ at a 
converHazione^ or a masquerade* 

Their little curiosity, and less exertion, (since the frater- 
nal embraces of the French revolutionists have squeezed 
their purses) has shut most of them up within their palaces, 
where they can avoid all expences but those of equipage 
and attendance; contenting themselves with the ocpa- 
•ional display of an old-fashioned coach and six rattling 
across the ring of the Corso, with half a dozen atten£ 
ants. 

The right honourable practice, however inconsistent with 
the duty of public worship, indispensible to humbler Chris- 
tians, which allows the indulgence of a private chapel^ or 
a domestic chaplain^ sheds convenient obscurity upon the 
idleness or inattention of private service. At Rome, as 
well as at London^ the nobility |ire rarely seen at church. 
Indeed, throughout £urope, the public practice of the 
duties of religion is every where left to the decent atten- 
tion of the middling, and the zealous fervour of the lower 
classes of society. 

I have, however, seen a Roman prince stop his chariot 
in the dusk of the evening, upon the bridge of St. Angelo, 
^and kneel down in the dirt before a brazen image. Abeg- 

far was soon at bis side, and. a» his highness rose from his 
nees he handed a baioce to the kneeling suppliant, pleased 
With the opportunity of discharging, at once, the irksome 
obligations of penitence and charity. 

lEteforje the Revolution, the Cardinal de Bernift, so justly 
celebrated by grateful travellers for his liberal hospitality 
and polite attention to. strangers, prided himself upon re* 
flee tmg upon the splendour of bis courts whose ample al- 
lowance to its ambassadors, together with the perquisites 
of cardinal protector to the Oallician church, enabled the 
courtly prelate tq maintain at Rome the munificence of a 
prince. His Eminence used to say, with characteristic 
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Faiety, *^ Je- ttens THotel de la France^ au Carr^four dc 
Europe.* 

In 1769 (if I recollect right) when the emperor Josepli 
yisited Cardin^il Albania at his celebrated villa, near the 
Porta Pii^iciaiia, the astonished prince praised it so exces- 
sively^'that the cardinal could do no less than beseech Ak 
majesty to accept of the trifling bauble. The extravagance 
of Roman generosity at first embarrassed the titular king of 
the Romans; but recollecting himself with magnaDimttj, 
Joseph II. restored the princely donation^ with the royal 
conapliiE^ent, that he zms not rich enough to make a suitable 
return* 

The general idleness of the people of Rome is provoking 
as w«ll as contemptible to strangers. If you stop (o look at 
any thing, others will stop to look at you. If you cheapen 
a print or a medal (an indispensible operation in buying any 
thing upon the continent of Europe^ however disagreeable 
to the feelings of an American) a dozen idlers will be sure 
to look on till the <;onclusion of the bargain ; perhaps to 
satisfy their impertinent curiosity^ by minutely examining 
the object of your fancy. 

Xhe Romans themselves think it a recommendation to a 
traidesman, or a confidant^ to be a foreigner ; and even the 
members of the Sacred College are rarely natives of Rome. 

The few manufactories of mercery or hard-ware are s<^ 
4;oarsely finished, that those of France or England are de- 
cisively preferred. The art of painting has been again lost 
at^Rome^ notwithstanding the pompous apparatus of the 
Schools of the Conservatory. Only in music, in statuary^ 
and mosaic-work, do they maintain the proud superiority 
of the Roman name^ though engravings^ cameos, and in« 
taglios, are yet done at Rome. 

Perhaps some of these circumstance^ may be traced from 
jphysical causes. The gradual progress of sculpture indispen* 
siibiy requires a patient and steady hand. My own acquaint- 
ance with statuaries, chiefly in Italy, confirms the observa* 
tion : to a^ man I have found them mild and tranquil, no 
}ess regular in their motions than steady in their puri^uits. 

There is certainly something enervating in the general 
mildness, and occasional heatof the climate of Italy, notwith*. 
standing the enterprising character of the anciisnt Romans. 
But it has materially changed since their day ; for welearn- 
Horn Horace, that the streets of Rome were filled, during 

* 1 ke«p the Frsnch Hotel, at the qtq%% road« of Sucopc. , ; 
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winter^ ^rith ice anfl «fK>w ; anfl it appears from the 
of Juveiial, that it was nothing uncommon to see the Tibef 
frpzeo over, and covered with skating boys, as the surface 
of the Deiaware often is at this daj ; whereas, at present, 
the fields are rarely wh4teiieri by snow, and the river ha< 
toot been frozen within the memory of man. 

in modern Rome, an essay upon any thing but the won^ 
derful life of the saint that was last canonijsed would be 
itself a wonder; and the only newspaper that can be seen 
utifae coffee-houses, or the book-stores, is the still solitary 
Cr«zet4a of Venice, whose name bespeaks the antiqijated 
original of the innurnerable advertisers of Europe and Am e- 
tioa. 

Accordingly of the history or geography, the religion or 
the politics of the surrounding countries, nothing is dis- 

tinctiy known at Rome, and Cardinal A , whea 

€fiir countryman, W , was introduced for his protection, 

i« a student of painting from Philadelpbia, being then 
blind with age, desired to feel the features of the young 
American — ^the first that had ever appeared at Rome, and 
with a smile of courtly condescension, he expressed him- 
self agreeably surprised to find that they were not unlike 
kis own. 

It is told, I think of Ganganelli, perhaps, because it could 
»ot be supposed with probability of any other heacl which 
has worn the triple crown since Sixtus V. that his holiness 
lince meeting a capuchin well mounted, humorously asked 
the bare-footed friar how long it Was since St. Francis 
lode on horseback, and was tartly answered, " Ever since 
St. Peter rode in a coach." 

It is said too, that the same Pope asked Cardinal B 
if he was sincere when he wished he mii2:ht Kvefor«vef> 
according to the phraseology of etiquette, on his elevation 
to the papal chair; "^^ As much so," replied his Eminence, 
** as your Holiness, when you did homage to your beatified 
predecessor.'* 

At Rome, at least before the French and English taught 
a better ta&te, the palm of excellence was distributed an>ong 
tiie^inrivalled painters of the age of Leo X. by the rules 
of devotion, rather than those of taste. The Transfigura- 
tion of Raphael, the Communion of Domenichino, the 
Cnicifixion of Daniel de Volterre, and the St. Romuald of 
AfMirea Sacchi, were long considered as the finest paintings 
in Rome, by the devout amateurs of Italy; but since those 
philosophic nations have revived the art of painting, which 

6 
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m^j ht «aLd to hapre died in Italy with CaFl^ Marraiti^ at 
!l<be^e;3fpiratii;gkQ of the aeventeedtb «€r>turyy the £ouf paiot-^ 
j0g$ pipst ^sieehied al^ Roiney at least by ioveigpevs, are tha^ 
{Scripture History of the C^^pella Sistina^ by Michael Ao*. 
gislo f .th»e Si-'hooi of Atl)eos^ by Raphael ; the Aurora, of 
^i^do^ ai^d tb^Car'dia^l V^rtu^sof Dtomeoichiiio. 

Ev^n ia the Qap&lla Sisti;Dii, oontemporary Rixi^aos fixed, 
their. afll^irc'^iotl,,u^oa the picture of the Last Day, ifi whioh 
tbere.are i}>pre flefeots of judgtnent tbuA flights of ioiagH- 
il^ti^Q^ It ba? beea. resierved tpr criticsrof theJFreoch ant|" 
|f(\glisl^ scbQoIs to di^tir^Mi^^htl^ ttiaster-'Stj'okes pf Michael 
^ftgelp among the prpphet^ and sibyU, which hfid uearljF 
iade^ frotn the ceiling, before the Italians thoughts of ei^ 
grf^yipg those .n^ACh less conipositions of poetic en%hu«ia$ei«' 

Thqi too^ th^ Mafdonaa della Seeha ef the Pak^ao PUtij 
l^.w in t))e private ^artmeots of the Thailleries, parsed €«^« 
reiit under the nntae of its author {UdivinoRaphaeli^) for oo^ . 
of the fif)e^t tjiiagfi in (he wprld, till Dr- Mogfre veqtMred la' 
l^rpmulgate , th(^ pi€tori4l heKe^yy that the Virgin. wa$, do*, 
^fing A^dre thaf^ a bfutom las^^ and the cbil^d only a heart)F. 
Turchin. v . \ , • 

'Tfee.;mefi^iO|f ^tfaiuar y. hayq bepa alike determined fey 
predilf^Qtic^ i9f ..>, naBAe, witness the monstrous model of 
the li^(jiiUfrr;^f Qlyf'on, which, at Loiidon, in the fall 
e^tr%vagM>pev:Qif tinnt^tur^l prQportioiis> op^essies, wUh, 
ponderous and unweildy limbs, the stair-caae of the Royal* 
AeMw*y* ' . , 

^ A4 Romej ^, ^evt^lion of this coixiaiOJiaUy k fCOoettot^ 
ai>d iavar^abl^^jjiTJV'ou^wouid think they had ooihkig to w 
but attend IP -ilie, ceretiaoeies of the ehurqh i yet ^k}ch m 
jthe fefrrjent otJpasioned by t^e drawiiag of tl>e lottery^ th^tt, 
the <^apt^ty.;(^i' hv^^^d then consumed at Rohae:!^ observed 
by the bakers to be perceptibly less than usual. Many of 
them hear a mass at the next chapel every morning, though 
in winter, matins t^lcfe place an hour before day, and be- 
tween the freq^iietU holyday.s there is always an illumination ; 
^concert, or a representation in durab-shew of scripture- 
hijftojy* at oi?e 4>r; other of the ii!i«)Umefable ^uretejlto 
am^use. every cky ^f t<b^ tediolifi iptervai betweeii Chrtsimas 
and Easter, between Easter and t"he auniver^ry of "St. 
Peter and Paul, between the anniversary and that of the 
reigning Pope, and betw.aen that and Christmas, beginning 
aguin the never ceasing round. ; 

But the sameness oi the ^fiAas^ exbibrtiotifc is seasonably 
yaried, by occasional interludes, the coronation of a pope. 
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M tht jQtertnetit of a cardina)^ expected witfa equal eager* 
liess and enjoyed with equal satisfaction by gaping crowds, 
who thus without perceiving it barter their individual inter* 
cst$ for the splendour of the church. 

All these operations however are performed with the 
usual indifference of matters of course. Polite people wiH 
eompliment one another whilst on their knees before the 
adtar. Devotees will give or take a pinch of snuffj with all 
the ease of good breeding, 'between a pater and an ave. 
The very canons of Saint Peter's will snuff up incense from 
the consecrated censer, when it is offered them with affected 
feneration^ resume their seats with indifference, and talk 
ttwinr the tedious moments whilst the same ceremony is 
performed, with graduated abat^ments, before the benefi- 
ciaries and residentiary clerks, nay his' holiness himself 
when kneeling in silent prayer ( a custom <Ierived no doubt 
from the usage of the primitive church) will be surrounded 
hy four of his life-guards, with their Iiats upon their heads, 
and drawn swords glittering in their hands; whilst the silence 
of' his clerical attendants is disturbed by the whisp^erings 
of impatience, and the importunities of beggary. 

The only ceremony that I ever observed to be accc^- 
]^med with much appearance of mental fervour, or heart- 
ielt zeal, was- the singing of the litany in a kind of evening 
servite^ which is peformed before the Madonnas> at the 
CN^rners of the streets. 

The assistants at this ceremony, like those who sing 
jlsalms in protestant churches, are seldom deficient in zeal, 
whatever else they may lack, and it has ofren stirred up 
Hcnr own stagnant piety, to hear them from our windows 
o| ai> evening praying with devout vociferation, before 
an^ image in the corso, in a language they did not under* 
standi 

Virgo pussimaj Or^jpro fjobjs! 
Macer dolorisbima ! Ora pro nobis! 
Regina altissima! Ora pre nobi^!* 

When they have all their changifts to the same toenoton* 
eus tune, they generally conclude with a solemn intonation 
in their native tongue : 

 Most pious vfr^n I Pray for us! 

Most sorrowful mother ! Pray forus! 
' '. Most potent queen ! Pray for us! 
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Bn«a! Maria! 

JMnfial Bvivikl 

Eriva! Maria! £yiira! Eviva! 

£vml Maria. I £*chi la creo!'* 
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CBBEMONICS OP t^£ CHVSCH Of tOAZ* 

X N the mo&dn of Oetober the pope perfor«is an a(x>9tolittal 
visitaiion, going every iay in state to aasist at higli maai 
in one or other of the iMumerable temples, whose pcm# 
leged shrines have ^fen to Rome the suraame of La Santot 
and liU holiness compliments nhe patrons of eight or tci^ 
particular churches by attending on the day of their aani* 
versaries, tivhen be is borne aloft on men's sfaoalders^ throagh 
the long-drawn aisles. 

The papal functious at the celebration of CbristiBas 
begin an hour befpire midnight^ at the private chapel ol* 
the palace on Mooite €!avalIo. 

The Capella Paulina Is a parallelogram of thir^ feet by 
ninety^ with a fiat ceiling. At one end of it is an altaif 
overshadowed by a parpte canopy^ on one side of which, is 
the poudfioat cbrone^ on the other a gallery for the papal 
band, concealed from view by a screen of trellis work« 
Between them are raised seats for the curdinalsj before 
ivbich are footstools for their clerical attendants, whose 
business it is to adjust the robes of their eminences^ accord** 
ine to the established ceremonial. 

The Sanctum Sanctorum is separated froDfi the lower 
end of the chapel, in which attendants and spectators are 
allowed to stand proroiscuou3ly> by a low railings on which 
are placed six or eight massy candlesticks, with enormous 
wax candles^ which are always kept burning in time of ser- 
vice, whether it be day or night* 

Near the railing is a raised pew, latticed round, ia wHich 
ladies $ire perpaitted to attend^ provided they appem? ia 
black, and veiled^ 

Jnto this chapel^ illuminated with consecrated tapers^ 
the cardinals in robes of scarlet, having been previously 
6eated around the papal throne* at eleven o clocjk on Chri3t* 
mass eve, in th^ year 1801 entered Pius VII. arrayed in a 
scarlet robe, embroidered with .gpldj having qa bis b^d 

* Xong live Mafy, and he wbo created btrl 
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iti episcopal milre, sparkling with precious ston^, the 
united voices of a dozen musicians ascending at the same 

When the pope had seated himself on the throne he 
eraciously received the homage of the cardinals, wh<^ 
approached his footstool one by one, in a continued row 
of adulatory attendance,* under a thundering intonation 
from the gallery, which continued till their emmencies 
had resqmed their seats, received the papal blessing, which 
was three times thrown over the beaming circle, and gra- 
ciously snuffed up the smoking incense,. which had been 
cast by bis holioess himself upon the live coal of the cen- 
ter, presented to him by kneeling prelates, after havmg 
b^en eonsecraM *t the altar to scent with its spicy odours, 
©erhaps to purify with its penetrating fumes, the possible, 
c^probableuncl^anness of princely ministration. 

After this cejemony had been performed, the music 
ceased; silence prevailed for half an hour, their eminences 
»»tteriiiff piivate ejaculations with different degrees ok 
aed. At mklnigbt all was still : during the solemn pause, 
anxious with expectation, cardinal Litta, a tall and grace- 
ful iiffu re, advanced with a mfjasured step to the middle 
of the floor, which is on this occasion covered; with green 
;cloth; his scarlet robes flowing behind him, in an ample 
train, and pronounced aloud, irom a brazen eagle ( upoA 
whose outspread wings, had been unfolded the sacred 
•volurte) those passages of unparalleled sublimity, in whicK 
St. Luke has recorded the annunciation of the Messiah. 
Now you hear the magnificent prelude of John tUe 
Baptist: 

Vox clsimaiitis in deserto, Parate Tiam Domini,* 

Anon you listen to the grand accompaniment of the Hea- 
D^nly Host, singing and praising God in the air : 

Gloria in exceUis Peo, ct in terra, pax in Homines b€neToIentia.f 

And you retire from the imposing scene, your ears still 
tingling, with the joyful acclam-ation of Simeon, the man 
just and detout, that had long W£Uted for the consolatioa 
of Isarel^'who when the child Jesus was presented in the 
Temple took him up in his arms and blessed the God of 

* Thevoicfe of ope crying in the wilderness* Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
t Glory tQ God in tbe highest. Peuce on eai'th and good will to ukb* 
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Israel, who had raised him up, according to his promivei 
a Horn of Salvation in the house of his servant David : 

Nunc dimittis servuih tuum Domini!* 

Nobody goes to bed at Romeotl Christmas-eve; men wo-i 
men and children are up in arms the whole night, riinniog 
about from concert to iliuinination, and from illuminatioa 
to concert. 

There was a splendid iliumination of the Jiigh altar at 
the beautiful church of San Luigi de Francisi, where the 
kixiumerahle lights had a brilliant effect upon the gilded 
stucco of the nave; but the clergy of St. ApoUinaire, L 
know not for what reason, disappointed the public of a 
concert which had been devoutly expected. 

This desultory movement wears away the night, and 
toward morning every body flocks to see the Bambino^ at 
Santa Maria Maggiore. 

Here a wax baby is produced by the canon, in a side 
chapel at the lower end of the church. We were told they 
had one of silver before the incursion of the French. 

The Bambino is carried in procession upon a bed of state, 
beneath a lofty canopy, thousands of Tran^teverini follow^ 
ing pellmell, and singing with all their might, to the uppers 
end of the church, where the iron gates of the chapel of 
Sixtus V arc thrown open to receive it, and a concert .of 
instruoiental music is performed from the organ loft, in 
emulation of the symphonies of the Heavenly Host, whea 
the reaL Messiah was ushered into the world. 

At day^break it is brought forth, with, the profoundest 
reverence and placed upon the high altar, between two 
Seraphs, who guard it with their wings. 

Here it; remains all day to receive the tardy and legs 
tumultuous homage of the genteeler classes of society. 

As we went home to breakfast charity was asked in the 
name of .the new born Bambino, to whom even the Ma- 
donna Saniissima yields the precedence on Christnxas day* 

She had been serenaded every morning for a? month 
past, at the corners. of the streets^i by Calabrian pipers, 
whose devout attendance ceasing on the happy delivery, 
the monks of Santa Maria. now vied with -the nuns of St, 
Joseph in their respective exhibitions- of the holy family in 
th« stable, of Bethlehem. 

At tfn o'clock high mass was ^ celebrated by the pope 

. ' ' ''*..,'■* ' ^ .... 

* Jj:>rd row lettest thou thy senant depart in peace. 

S t 



« 
- ^ 

biotelf »t St* Peter's, altended by aJl Uic oandiiial»> ^^9^ 
copal hablte flowertd with silver, and bordered with BrusteeU 
lace, a temporary throne and seats having been erected for 
their accommodbtioB m the. tribune. 

On this occasion the Latin and Greek gospels vrere 
chanted by the priesUoT Ae respective ctnBcchet, ^itb Aat 
peculiar monotony, which seems to have been apipropristed 
to the reading of the scriptures, by ancient and laodern CJfcri*- 
tians, with universal consent.  ^ 

The pope's dress was fircqutotly changed mni^ the 
fsceremouy, as some operations were to be performed m a^red 
cloak, and some in a white one, iandjsome things were to be 
done with the mitre on, and some with it off. 

He received the communi<m in both kinds hiindeif, wwck- 
ing a drop of wine from the chalice, thnoagh a goldeu 
pipe, a custom introdnced, it seems, about the t«ath 
century, and since discontinued, except by the P^p^> 
whose peculiar* privilege it is to dl) nothing like «t»er 

people, ft 1. 

The potiiiff afterward administered the #aftr to •e^cA 
of th^ cardinals, and was borne aWay on men's shmAders^ 
under & silken canopy, a fan of ostrich feathers wavmg on 
each side of bis chair, while drawn swords g>littered bcfoie 

Und behind* 

There must have been five thousand pe^qihe at St. Peter^ 
on this occasion, yet there was no •crowding : theft wbuM 
have been room for as many mcHre within the circttttfcn^fice 
0f the dome alone, and I make oo doubt but that'«l\ dtt 
people in Philadelphia might have been present, asrd left 
room to sp^e in the inxmense recesses of this 'gij^mtic 
edifice. 

On such occasions the pope is slowly dofrverjT^d to c)ier<A 
}n an old fashioned ^tate coach, drslwn by six borieSj the 
postillions riding before his holiness, bare-headed, a krfr 
coachman's box covered with scarlet damash, the 'lirfierf of 
the postillions being always 'left Vaoai^ tof^ite a ^fnllTieir 
throueh tbe fore glass. 

This vain parade is ipreceded by m vectesiastic^ ^montfied 
iipon «n «n»> tfaoh^h beartng ivi his boiid a- goldeh ctMs, 
Thus proudly imitating the bmnble JeMs, ^ben he )^o4t'Him 
JerHmltm upm an a$s'^ coit. The wagr too is tirtewell 
wifh tanners' bark, in imitation of the >palms and garltients 
which were then strewed before the Son of 'I>avid. 

.But when the prince bishop Tides out to take the air, be 
driv^ fhriously through th^ greets pf JRowe in a travelling 
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«Mcb, preceded by horwe^guavdsy witli tbefrswords^^awn,. 

and followed by attendant eccksiastics, ia two or three 
coaciies atrd four. -  ^ 

Every body runs to the window at tbe cry of^ II papa i 
IlpapQ ! the devout kneel before this heterogeneous rattle^ 
in which tbe prelate would be quite lose in the prin<;e, if his 
equivocal holiness did not faetow his blessing as be passes, 
by waving his right hand over tbe prostrate crowds while 
strangers stare or smile at the ixxcoi^gruous jsiediey of tbingfi 
fiacred and profane. 

The officers of the pope's army^ more willingly oonte«i- 
plate him as a printce ihan as a priest. They never fipcak of 
the pomtiff, but always of the sovereigJUi and Uiey scarcely 
know bow to keep themselves in countenance at tiie head of 
their ranks, when according to the established etiquette 
ihey fall upon one knee and ground their anu«^ before the 
{KSfpe's coacb^ or face about to that of a cardinal with the 
military salute. 

The papal troops, liowever, have at last thrown away their 
antiquated helineuand breast plates^ and now appear equally 
-formidable in a hat and feather ; but they still perl'orin the 
levolutions of tactics with less dexterity than the oeremoniea 
of religion. 

Even the regimentid band, when it plays martini air^, 
seems like church music in 4u>ni|)amson ot the deafening cU- 
jnour of English drums, and the penetrating vibration of 
friBDch trumpets, the favourite iostruments of those rival 
salvons, with which they are always thk'eatenin^ revenge or 
breatbli^ defiance against eax:h o^her. 

Modern Rome has heen emphatically called the king- 
dom of priests. Every third or fourth person you meet 
.i» a limb of the {uriesthood, and many (if them make a 
verygeiUeelaptpeacancein suits of black, being only di«tiu- 
guishod fmm I^ym6a by their flapped hats ^nd •silken 
skirts. 

The same three corn6red;faat'wbich is worii at Bethlehem 
or ^Philadelphia by ihe brother or the friend, rI Rome iwould 
bespeak an abb^, pecha|ks a cardinal, foar the redhat is only 
worn in full dress, and a lady abbess in tbe ^tffe^ts of 
.pl^ladelpbie might |»ass fur a Mi^k Sister or jd Matiton 
Jriefid, 

These are the gentry of the church, and to saynotiii]^ 
of the cardinals in their ooaches, with three footmen ia 
laced liveries behind, and a s.pare carriage for aliiendaAt 
ccctesiastics, tbey contra»ta$ mupb as luymen themselves 
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with the vulgar herd of m6nks and Yriars, in the livery of St. 
Benedict, St. Dominic, or St. Francis. 

The latter use no linen, wear sandals, instead of shoe^, 
«nd carry a knotted rope about their middle, the symbol, 
perhaps the instrument of penance and mortification. 

Yet even these pure patterns of catholic hum ilrty some- 
times throw away the dingy weeds of their order for the im- 
perial purple of the college of cardinals, and ascend m their 
turn the papal throne to wield with one hand the temporal 
sword, and with the other the spiritual rod, over the prostrate 
so^ects of this twofold empire. 

The other day there was high mass at the pope's chapel, I 
forget on what occasion, but I perfectly remember the 

ceremony. w r a 

Ascending to Monte Cavallo, at eleven o'clock, I found 
the court-yard rattling with the coaches of the cardinals, and 
mounting the great stair-case with a crowd of priestljr perso- 
nages, some of them in red hats, I amused myself with see- 
ing their eminences robed by their attendants without the 
rails of the chapel. 

Among the rest came Cardinal York, bending under the 
weight of years and infirmities. His approach was marked 
by unusual respect from the opening crowd of attendants 
and spectators, in the lobby of the chapel, and the good 
old man made every body happy, by that familiar affability, 

which distinguishes his royal cousin, the K« -ofG— 

B . He resembles him as much in countenance, and thai 

legitimacy need no longer be denied to the cardinal Duca, 
which was polrtically disputed with the elder scyon of the 
unfortunate house of Stuart, in the person of the pre- 
tender. 

The cardinal is now the last representative of the abdi- 
cated family, and has merited by his peculiar protection of 
Englishmen at Rome, the royal pension of 50001. sterling, 
which has been nobly remitted him from England, ever since 
the late revolution, to enable him to support the dignity of 
a prince of the blood of England. 

When the consistory was assembled, 4:he pope entered, 

the br -jd singing ati anthem, unaccompanied by instru- 

• ments, tione being alio ved in the presence of the pontiff. I 

suppose^ from the usage immemorial of the catholic 

church. 

His holiness having seated himself upon the throne, 

and being attended on the right hand by a solemn pageant 

An a black gown and full bottomed wig^ too aptly represent- 
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iTig the degraded dignity of a Roman senator, received th^ 
custoinarv homage, and pronounced the customary bless- 
ing, in the impdsing attitude of standing up, and throw- 
ing oiit the right hand^ with expanded fingers. 

After the adoration niass was said by a cardinal; richly 
attired in episcopal surcoats, an attendant ecclesiastic hold- 
ing up the white silk cloak, embroidered with silver, jusC 
high enouffh to shew his red shoes, and the fine lace of his 
lawn surplice, over the glbwing scarlet of his uniler gar- 
ments* 

During the celebration, a cardinal bishop, having the 
mitre on his head, was seated in an armed chair, supported 
by the symbols of the four Evangelists, on the right hand of 
the altar, his eyes cast down, as if absorbed in meditation, 
and his hands extended, one upon each kiiee, in white gloves^ 
tiiFwith embroidery. 

This hereditary representative of primitive perfection sat 
the whole time perfectly motionless, unless when he affected 
to incline his ear to the reading of the gospels, a practice 
probably imitated by uninterrupted succession, from th^ 
deafness of the patriarchs of the church. 

When the pope had received the communion, in both 
kinds, kneeling before the altar, during which ceremony 
there was total silence, and was again seated on his throne, 
the band burst forth in tones of exultation, while the 
pontiff, and afterward the cardinals, each in his turn, 
were liberally perfumed with incense by a stout ecclesiastic, 
who tossed th« censor before their sanctities with an air of 
the profoundest veneration. 

A domihican monk, in the habit of his order, which is 
black with a broad white cape, hats being allowed to the 
genteeler classes of monks, instead of cowls, now preached 
a sermon before their eminencies in sonorous Latin, which 
he pronounced with all the distinctness of ejiunciation, and 
temperance of gesture, becoming, in the presence of a 
princely audience. 

To descend from the aerial elevation of the papal chapel 
to the subterraneous vaults of the confraternity of the dead, 
©r charnel-house of human bones,* under one of ♦^e sixty 
or seventy churches at Rome, whifflVhave been deiacated to 
the Virgin Mary, since the expiration of the two first ages of^ 
Christianity. 

In these gloomy recesses, haunted by superstitious 
visions, av as first imagined the prayer of forty hours, an ex- 
hibition ©f the sacrament, day and night, upon in IHumi* 
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oated aUar> wbicti is attended in tarn bjr iht priests of the 
respective churches, wlsere it is exhibited once a jear» aod 
visited by atl the devout of the neighbour hodd, who em- 
brace these opportunities to signalize their zeal by midnight 
devotion. 

The celebration of the Ottavario delle Morte (the week of 
the dead) peculiarly belongs to this consecrated brother- 
hood, though every church in Rome then exhibjis upoa its 
pavement a general pall crowned with a death's head and 
hung with cross bones. Around this siraulatory the friends 
and relations of all who have perished in the ooean; or been 
slain in battle during the past year, have an opportnniiT to 
attend the imaginary obsequies, and thus be$tow to their 
itnburied reliques the benefit of Christian burial* 

On thisoccasiqn the vaults of '^ our lady/^ •djureid by |he 
solemn surnames '* of prayer" and *' of death*', cooiptelely 
lined^ paved^ and arched, over with hunvan bones in e^fry 
Tariety of arrangement, sonKtimes ridiculously horrible, are 
fitted up with a dramatic repre^entatvoti -of tbe pool of 
Bethesda, designed to itKfuce the crowding ^pulaoe to 
have masses said in tbe church above for the souls of theif 
departed friends, who ni^y be thus (say ihe priests U the 
altar) as surely delivereicl from the pains of pufgatory, as the 
infirm man irt the gospel would" have been cured erf his in- 
firmity, if he had auy body to have thrown him into tbcpool, 
when the angel tmuj)led the zcater. 

-Marvel not, g:entle reader, at the furniture of this sepul- 
chre, a vault is a suitabler receptacle for dead men's bones, 
I could take thee to a church beside the dome of St. Peter*3 
where thou mightest see the waljs of a frequented chapel, 
entirely constructed with the bones of thy fellow creatures, 
exposed in the face of day. 

There death's heads WOT) Id mock thee from storied win* 
dows^ and disjointed bones ^ould threaten ilieefrom totter- 
ing pinnacles, reared upon gothic buttmerits of fantastic 
lightness, knoUed with the balls and sockets of kness and 
elbows, bleaching in the wind. 

But dry bones are not the ortly reliques^of the dead, which 
are indecently exposed in catholic countries. Their sallow 
eorpses are conveyed to cluu-ch upon an open bier, accom- 
jmnied by hired fraternities, who attend in white frocks, 
Under the disguise of a mask, and tbe rude mammers 
often talk and sometimes laugh aloud as they roar out on* 
hallowed liymns along the inattentive istreets. • 

A prince or a prelate will lie in state for a day oc two, 
- 5 ' 



If croundtd wiA biiirniag Papers upon ifae pav^nA^tit of ^ 
naVe; and canopied by tqe arcad.es of a churchy hd))g wUh' 
bteck and fringed with tiDiieL 

. A few days ago I saw the emaciated featares of the Prince 
de M-^"^-^' expired in this sboeking manner^ in full dressj^ to 
.the ^aping'i^ptiUee, bis hat npon his tiead^ li^ sWord by 
his side^ and his shoes on his feet, while masses were sav- 
ing in a 4ozen cbapeU for the dcubifdi repose of iiis soiif ; 
though I ncTcr understood but what he was a good catfaojiCj 
ood as sucii p^ust have had the benefit of ptenafy intkitgHUi 
and upostolic benediction. 

Enoi^b/lfroti'll Mty/of the ceremonies of the holy ttoman^ 
church ; bat the scene must change to a ^uard-hou^.^ 1* 
have beheld^ would you believe it, the inside of a pVlsbn^ 
and felt the fe^B^erish impatience of involuntary confinement 
for four-and-twenty hours together. 

The last amoniigbt nights tempted me to |>reafc through 
th|s gentle ^restraints of my prudent adviser, on a solitary 
ezcuitioa t^irough the most unfrequented parts of Rome. 

I Kiust needs se« the dancing moon-beams shoot ft fairy 
glimmer athwart the colonnades of St. l^eter's, and pour 
a stream of silver -across the mountain of the dome. 
. I most needs explore the bleak arcades of the ftmphU 
theatre, infamous for the resort of thieves and murderers, 
ii^heh their frowning horror^ were dimly reflecteid by the 
lainar ra^y. ^ 

,. jb i contemplated the i^ast circumference' ttnd unequal dU 
kf^atibn of the vrumblinr walls, they faintly tesbunded to 
the broken chant of a solitary friar^ ^lumbisring oVef his 
nocturnal orisons by a glimo^ering straw lights in the 
loady oratory, which has been erected to consecrate the un- 
hallowed spot. 

If i hadnot been an tncorri^ble amateur of the ^ub« 
t, in the com^sition of which, unfortunately, terror 



is an indispensable ifigredietii, I might hate tltfeen lirftming 
from the dozing mutterer, and gone home while I Was wall ; 
but i had suU another object of moonlight devotion,, 
the poftioo of St. Johii de Lateran, and tne obelisk of 
Thebes. 

I scanned the mystic column, and I viewed the elevation 
of the portico in evefy direction of pictufesqde effect, titi a 
{ienitent kneeled before the g9tes, and dissolved the 
charm, whereupon I turned about fqr bome^ w^i<;h my 
long , and %asty strides pit>misadi to r^fech in balf an 
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houTj and bless me again with the smiles of expetiogf^ 
affection. 

But? the moment I reached the portentous walls of the 
Coliseum. I was arrested with a shrill *^ Chi 6 ?'** It was 
uttered by the nightly watch, who meeting me at iucb 
an hour, in a place so suspicious^ demanded my pass- 
port. I felt for it, but found it not, and though 1 ba!d in 
my head a smattering of half the languages in Europe, I was 
unable to muke them understand me. They therefore hurried 
i|ie to the guard-house, and left me to ruminate upon my sita- 
ation in charge of the corporal of the night. 

I sent off one soldier after another to relieve the anxiety 
of my wife, with the intelligence of my confinement. 
fiut they returned, one after,, another, without fiiiding my 
fodgings, though I could repeat to them by heart that they 
were ^*^ Incontro San Carlo al Corjso.'*+ 

I vented myself .at first by rating at their unaccountable 
stupidity in a bodge podge oi' languages^ the chief ingre* 
dient oi which was French, though it was. highly seasoned* 
with Latin' and Italian phrases ai vexation and contempt ; 
but toward midnight I. was stung- to desperation by 
the distress of my wife, and compelled the astonished corpo«> 
ral to let me go, underaguafd, on a promise to return. as 
soon as 1 Lad informed her ,of my situation. 
[ By this time the mopn.wa&o.bscured by clouds, there fell 
a drizzling rain, we made a circuit through lanes and alleys 
to avoid being hailed by the main-guard^ and as soon as I 
came within sight of our chambers, I . perceived the' 
partner of my heart at her windows listemng: to every 
breeze. ' *...... . •'■.'• 

The sight ol; me was sufficient, though under a. guard of 
soldiers, and she willingly permitted me to go back with 
them, ^accompanied by our landlord) whom sh^ bad vainly 
importuned to go in search of her husband, among, the 
broken vaults of the Coliseum, where she had fancied him 
Weltering in his blood. 

The landlady, however, had endeavoured to console 
IJep by praying before a picture, of '^ Our. lady ol miracles," 
thiat the unhappy Forestie^i might be restored by her pro- 
pitious interference.. 

Next morning I was transferred to tbemaio-goard, in 
the Piazza Colonna,. betWieen two soldiers*, who bad 

« ' Wkqs'tlicre ? . '. f Opposite to St. Char}«ft^ ia -tlKJ Porsp, 



• •• 

it, 
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been dhrec tied* to leave their arms; behinH them, in defference 
to tibe confidential appearance of their prisoner. ' 

Here I could contemplate at leisure the bas-reliefs of the 
Colohna Antonina, in tlie' middle of the square, for the 
officers on> duty received me with politeness,' and lefr me at 
large,* in their own apartments, 'CJioosing the unnecessary 
^ bfiioioQmiefis of the watch. 
1. ( was! soon waited on by the Abb^- C— — y a KVely little 
Cicerooey well known to the officets of government, at the 
request of our affectionate landlord, who assured me, with 
tears in his eyes, that he would not- rest till he had procured* 
my enlargement. '■ ' ' * '„. 

The J\£be was no sooner withdrawn than my dear B-^^^ 
ascended the stairs of my prison, through a file of sotdferi/ 
and entered, with a soaile of ^renily, before the ofRcerd'o^ 
thegoard. * ' ' . 

But it was not till after night that our worthy landlord 
brought me a discharge, "which it had- beeti impo^ibleto 
procure before, from the insol^ncie of power or tH^ ^delays^ 
of office, telling me in a whisper, that I might thinV iiiyself^ 
well off to have fallen into th^ fcands of the soldiers, for the' 
sbirri (a sort of constables) would have stripped me of id;5? 
watch and mpney, as the periiitiisites df their rapacity^ foe 
which there Was no redress, as they were iindcr the protection 
of a well known cardinalr ' / «, ' 5 

- A few days after this vexations adventure took 'place; the 
cbroaiation of the immortal 'Pio'Settima, .as the ipoderu. 
Kooiaos make no more^soi^upleUo'call one tottering pi^e-, 
late after another than did the ancient to d^ify tiieir living' 
emperors. ; '* - • ' ' « . .^ • .  •%{•> -j . . 

' This ceremony is perhaps more pr(^erly the taking fosses* 
^on of the church, of St. Jdiln de Lat^ran/ and!' beiilg in* 
stalled as universal bishop in the see of Rbme.' ' It had* 
been deferred nearly- two yeaFS'fol- pol?tical reasons/but Was 
BOW p^rfocmted with great pomp in t!ne presence of a hundred 
thousand apecta.tors . ' ' ' ' 

The djiy was fine, and the streets of Rome, from the* 
palaeeito the^ohufch, were^Unea' with ini|mtient crowdsj^ 
and gaily adoraed with silken tapestry, streamin^frbm every 
window. ...:."»>.-..'•. 

The courts, tkad the field s^round the chureb„ for like tnany 
other ancient churches at Rome, St. John's is now quite out of 
town, though within the walls of the (vncient city, swacnied 
with'people on foot attd in carriages. 

At soi^e distaQce to the kft of the noble portico, already 

T a 
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^e^crihedi^ apavUnon bad b««D iitM up fbr tb^sefiiilflraf 
Rome, tbe represenlati?^ of the teiii(K>rtl admini^tyatioii of 
tbi^ ^ostlj empire* 

His lordship soon appeared in a ttate^pach, and loo)( tbtf 
station, fron which ha wa§ to address Ibe pontiff iq a set 
^peechj upon hit arrival on the ground. 

The train of the state paeeant w&s foUowed bjr thmaB ^t 
%he temporal, barons^ who aligbted in the CDurt» and raajgM 
l^hemsetveSf according to their raok> wiehiQ the porticoi 
where the^ were to do homage to their spiritual spveveigitj aa 
be passed mt^ the church • 

.' Tiie pajpal troops now took possession of the aTenues, 
iind ranged a do?^ pieces c^ cannon in front of the 

• 4^* hour afterward app^^ed the fiope, dr^wn in a magni^ 
ncent coach of state, in which be was attended by two pr^ 

Hf}^a3 arrajad in white a^ liWerj and liltened with eon^ 
aesceiiclin^ ipaUmtioa to the tedious harangue pf the 
aeQa|or> at; toe coach sid€r> b^ing evidently discomposed at 
tb,e si^bt of tOQ inaani^rablir muttiMe hj yr^^ick be w^m 
S)JJm;^adeaw 

.:^f^i^opEi tiaie imnoemorial their bcflittesaes oo tbie occkatpn 
j^^yeb^^n reverently led lo cjbnrcby iboiinled upon a white 
palfrey^ ilnd sheltered from rain or sunshine, by a siUe 
i;LU^>r^ll^j(,held over tbfHr beads by a sturdy pridst. Gan- 

S'^'.nelli. waa^ t tbinbi the first that ventured to bteak 
roMga the apU^^aif d custc^m in this age of nnivereal int 

' Their clerical attendant however still ride after tbeiOi 
i.q tbe f^vUi pS,94ftiff9ity, and make a reepectaUe af^s^a^ace 
on hor$e)^a^)(^ ^s ibey i^ollow |wq and tire^^ in flc»F>ng cloaks 



0{vptnl^ cloth 

. ft^Wl^ the . . . 

ducM joto th^ por^fio fx) ^me^p^ ihe botttage of tb^ barons 



the pope was r^ctived pn the step8« anfl con 



wegotinj;othe churcb^ ^ith great diffienhy, ander favoii 

of •thegiiards ori^^ty* 

We Topnd the st^iieious ai$Iea by no meaiis crowded, 
iho^gb tbausapds of people, genteely dmssed, np pthers 
beiiig s^dmitted^ were already ranged op both sidea of the 
4lespf -soldiers, which lined a br^ad passage fjrf»m the 
greai q»Qr ^Q tpe bifh all^r^ a distan<^ of two bandred 



arei 



"bepopeV band, in lineo vesliaents, waited withip tba 
fpldipi dpoM^ ^ t()8 qa^iujept tbey weve t)irafrn ppea ifcey 



^ 
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raised ft iaUniQ intcnati^nj^ as the aew pope entered the 
Riajestic arsla^ which it 90' nobly ornameoted by eoloasal 
•utues of the twelve apotftles^ the coll^ of cmioals fail* 
iki^ into his traifi from a side chapel rich)? habited iii 
episcopal garments of white ftilki embroidered iHtb siiverj 
having mitres of the same on tfieir heads. 
. The pope now paid his devotion^ doriog apause^uleDOe 
at a side altar, and returniog to the nave with the atteadaot 
trkin of cardinal bishops, he proceeded roottd the high 
dltar to the tribane, ascended the thrimey afid was invested 
with the cripje crpim^ spar lq)iog with diainoiids^ and beam** 
ing with rubies and sappnires. ' 

After the coroDation, the pope ascended to the second storf 
of the portico. The great dOof'S were thrown open belowj 
and every body hastened to the principal front of this Venera- 
ble edifice to see '^the vicar of Christ" appear at the bal- 
cony, and p^onoiince absolvatory benediction from an ele- 
vation of fifty feet. ^ 

The moment the pope advan(:esj like a fairy visioAj,' 
invisibly supported overtheheadsof attending cardinals, the 
jcannons roar; they are reverberated frocQ the distant castle ;' 
tlie great bell of Ist. John's ifih^fc oiitj^ai^d t^n thoiisand voi^i^i^ 
^bout at once, 

rBvival Brira! 

■«.<.• . .  

The pope rises from his seat. All is instantly still as 

mtd night. The people throw themsdvea upcoQ their kneeSf 
to receive the apostolic bencdijetion. The pope pronounces 
it^ with extended arms, and is again withdrawn, as if by 
art inagicj dnrinf; a thund^iAg fiealof tftkiversal acda- 
Itoation. . ^ 



X£TT£R XIX. 



4 ^ISTOHICAi. ACCOUNT OF THE COBaUPTlON 07 CHRIS« 
TlAN^rt^ AVrO TRB INTRODUCTION OF THB FAFAL 

HIERARCHY. 

JtvOMEf if Qot the birth-place/ may be considered as tbe 
nuraety oi Christianity, in which the doctrine of a crucified 
^edeen^^ ^as declared b^ the companions of hia siiffiri^ 
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ings^ and -the -w^tneQses'.of his .resnrfectidn* : Every^ lliing^. 
here calU ito mind, the Kdligion of. Jesus.. The : cbiirches 
aind even: tile >palaces abound vi^kb (he most correct represent 
tations bf.sacced history 4 ibe- aelfrdehialand^hutBiltty of 
the monastic-. orders. ace palpable mdicatiqns.of primitive 
simplicity ; and the. life atid ecenversation 6f the Son of God 
are perpetually reealled »by a round of imitative ceremonies^ 
which, togetb^ir; with the essential circumstaaees of his birth 
and .death, r€fiew,:tj6. the ;eyeth^ minute transactions of 
appearing before .Piiaii9.ot.waBhiug hiadmipks%feet, i The 
angfl of the chutcht9 t<i use a scarip^r©^ metaphor, has not yet 
lost all hisoriginU brightness, .. .' 

Nor ^pi^arf (esc^tlm ^r/ct^-x^pi^lruiu'd, , ' 

Ai)fl th* excess of glgry obscur'd.* 

% » 

< • • • • • 

A secret iieprrnatioq,j '|at least of life and mapners, has 
taken place even at Rome',- since the rise n.nd,establishttK*nt 
of the, protesti^pt. profes^io.ns^ ^ind, the impprtant variation 
hcisheen p^b,§^rv^d loobtalp in cathcjlic countnes, in propor- 
tion a;» ^heyc.^pupuniciue with thl^ refornjccl. The Saviour 
of the world was himself borrl hi a proviijue of the. Homan 
empire, and sunered/or our nns without the gales ot Jeru- 
salem, under the authority of Pontius Pilate, the proconsul 
of Judea, aswe learn from tfte tekt of Tacitus, as well as the 
vniK^d testimony of tl)e four Evangelists, 

 '•  '" V '. •: l.i .A i^' ,ti, > ,■ .; ;.: ■; ',\ . .! ' 

t ' Auctor iiominifei eJi^ft^Gl^stusj qflJ ^ilr6ri(V irfiperkstpi^, per^rocaratorcm 
8 ! I . . 1 o . f I ? Pwf thiroiPilatBin 9a{i])Hciat dffectiw enit.f . 

After the /disPfJirtinatipia. of the. gf»p^lj( and thp settlement 
of the churches, so eloquently described by St. Luke in his 
narrative of the acts of tlie Apostles, in the sixty-fourth 
year of Christ, the tyrant Nero fomented against the Chris- 
tians throughout the Roman «mpir4», which then included 
the greater part of the/fiiriliziaA wocld^ the 6rst general per- 
secution, in which suf f e r e d 'q H irty rdom at Rome the holy 
apostles St. Peter and St. Paul. This affliction terminated 
with .tbe.pntimeljr. death of .that, ibhuman monster, audit 
was not till the ninety-thirct yeiu'cif the Christian ajr^, that 
the second persecution, which ailsp. involved the Jews, was 

^^ Milton, . . , 

-tx^T^®**^™® (Cbrigtkns)was derived from C^irist, wlio'sCiffcred in the reieii 

AnnftL rra M**^^"'^**'*^*''* Pflatothe procurator of Jud«a,^^ ^Tapiios, 



who was ^^$^c.eilO(^h .tq*4if6:^d .tt^j rivalry oi* the house pf 
Oiivid> ait^ougb^^^s had heeu foretold by. th^pfopheis, it 
bad ceased lo ^itupoa the t|irone.9f Israel., it was daring 
this persecution that the ftpostle Joliu^ who had .«o;loiig 8ur*« 
yived his }Qxdy v^a^s banished to jthe isle of Patmos, wberei 
he wrcfte ,th,e c^obrnted virions of tutarily^ so sublimely* 
couched. ip.:^hf ipy^stic verses of the bpcA pf Aevdatiotis.' 
The caaoQ^C4Vbpob:3.of the New Testament are supposed' 
to have feq^iye^d the sanction of the church h^fiore the death) 
of the beloved discif^e^ who departed ;this( life at the venerable 
age of a hundred, or as some say 4. hundred, and twenty 
yearsV Ciemeug, then bishop .pf Home, who afterward 
sealed with his blood the testimony of Jasusy was par- 
ticularly instrumental in, the collection of the sacred re- 
cords.. ' 

. Very soon after the removal of the last of the apostles, 
whose parting admonitions to the church of Ephesus are 
said to have been little more than a melting effusion of pas- 
toral anxiety, *' little children, love one another," those 
national councils began to be held in Greece^ which by re- 
ducing the privileges of the people^ and augmenting the 
authority of the. priests, gave rise to that overbearing pre-, 
scription, which afterward absorbed the independence of the 
churches^ and made way for the introduction ofananti**' 
christian hierarchy. 

It appeals by Paul's Epistles, and by the revelations of 
John, tnat, her^sjes and disputes had troubled .the church 
even in the age. of the apostles,* Separate associi^tipns were 
established an;iong the believers, within the first century of 
Christianity ; the practice of fasting was early superadded to> 
the precepts of Christ, and it was not long before the church 
was divided into twp sects, who peculiarly adhered to tlie- 
ceremonies of the law, or the simplicity of the gospels 
Boili parties however were jealous toward God, and suffered 
indiscriminately, as confessors of Christ, the persecution of: 
the heathen magistrates, who had now become jealous for the. 
honour of their discredited divinities. 

In the second century, the splendid aera of Trajan, Adrian, 
and the Antonines (notwithstanding the apologies of Justin* 
Martyr, Athenagoras andTatian, in defence of their Chris- 
tian-brethren) prevailed with unrelenting, rigour the third, 
fourth and fifth persecutions, during which Ignatius' bishop 

* See Qalatiaiis i. ^ andiii« 1^3» and ReveUtions ir. 1-*!2^. luad iii;l-^igi' 
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of Antieefa wad conveyed to, Some and eitpoaed tt> wild 
Wasu io the pablic tbedtre> and Pttlycalp birikop of Smyrna, 
was cruelly' slain. In the days of Trajan, the |ybilosoj:^i« , 
Ptinyi l)eing then goyeroor of ^ontus and Bithynia, wrote 
to the e«peror, who was celebrated for the general equity of 
Ms administration, to know <his will as to the rigoroois prose* 
cotion of the laws against the Christians. '' Becanse,*^ says the 
mild procoosol, ^* those of them whom I hate examined 
maintained tlHit they had been guilty of no crime, saying 
that they used to assemble before day*light to sing hymos 
to Christ, as unto God ; and that '' tliey sometimes «ame 
fogether for the purpose of breaking bread in common ; bot 
that they were boond not to >ie, nor steal, nor yet withhold 
the property of others, bot to abstain from ail iniquity J* 
The -emperor's reply bears equal testimony fo the iniiocencj 
of the first Christians : ^' they need not be sought after,** 
says he, ** but if they are brought before you they must be 
ponished/'*" In the reign of Marcus Anrelius occurred the 
supposed miracle of the Christian legion (for pTof6ssin2 
CnristiaBS had already forgotten th^ peac^fol precepts (3 
him that taught his followers to Itrte their enemies), in the 
wars of Germany the doubtful event of a battle had been 
decided in favour of the Romans by a storm which blew 
directly in the faces of their adversaries, when the lealou 
of the camp attributed to their urgent prayers a natural 
effect, which was with equal devotion ascribed by the rest of 
the army to the iignat piety of the heathen emperor : as the 
figure of Jupiter Fluvius pouring rain On the faiiiting 
Romans, and thunderbolts on their enemies (which may be 
seen to this day in the bas-reliefs of the pillar of Autoniaus) 
evidently tesfihes. Yet Christianity appears to have floa- 
visfaed in the second century, since churches were rtien 
established in tlie western provinces of the empire, and 
aeveral philosophers and men of leariiking had ethbraced the 

* I subjoin for the satisfaction of the curious, tUa origia%l of th«M u«#- 
qeiv^ocal testimonmls. ITiey were written in the 7th year oifTrajao, whJck 
answers to ihc 105th of the Christian aera, Plinv, the younger, to the emperor I 
Traian, «* AftrttikkaBt auesin, hatic ftiisM stimmam, vd culpae suaVvcl 
vrori^ qood esseitt soliti statodiefiMe hiwmmiremte, oamettiiveChriglo, 
quasi Ueo. dicerc secuw invyjem: jie<sue sajcrameiiiNi iio»iii sc^us «liqiiod 
obstringere, sed ne furta, ae lalrocinia, aeadulteria committerem, lU fidffi 
IWierent, lie depositom appellati abnegarent. QuiBus peractis morem sibi 
teMleudi fu»ie, rurswqae ceeoaWf ad capiemltmi cibum; promiscuitai 
temen, et innoxmm,*' Book X. Ep. 97. Trajan to Plinv « Coniairendi wa 
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ftiith ^f Cbriftt. The itixtb ^rBecution took place in the 
begiaiADg of the tbird cemMty, under tbe^stnperor Severns^ 
altfaottgh the caase of the Gtvristians was now4ibly defended 
by Tertullian^ Origeti^ and Ireoseus. 

A sect of ascetics had already begun to spread itself in 
Egypt, though th^ professors of austerity dia ndt.vel form 
them selves iiito those regular commtinities by which the 
Christian world was afterward over-run. They introduced 
the system of voluntary mortifications by denying them- 
selves the use of wine, of flesh, and even the exercise of the 
lawful rightfi of commerce and matrimony. A dereliction 
of first pi;inciples rapid indeed, since forbidding to marry^ 
and commamUng to abstain from meats, had been indicated 
by St. Paul, as a doctrine ofdevih, which should designate the 
institutions of the future antichrist. At Rome ceremonions 
observances were early introduced, under the specious 
pretence of alluring the Jews, and even the heathens, to the 
profession of Christianity, by the adoption of some of their 
rites; and before the end of the second, century, the purity 
of gospel worship had been adulterated with anniversary festi- 
vals and officiating garments ; the payment of tithes had 
succeeded to the voluntary contributions of the fiuthful ; and 
the love feast of the communion was converted into an ima- 
ginary sacrifice. 

Early in the third century churclies were established in 
Transalpine Gaul, and among the forests of Germany ; but 
a seventh, persecution arose under Maximin; which was 
followed by the eighth under Decius, Callus, and Volusianus; 
as was that by the ninth, under Valerian. Yet before the 
tenth and last persecution, under the magnificent Diocletian 
(who is said to have employed forty thousand Christians in 
the construction of those baths, whose imperial extent is now 
4)ccupied by the cells and gardens of a cartbusian convent) 
the church had become powerful and even splendid. 
Bdifices had been erected for public worship, embellished 
-with pi^inting and mosaics ; vessels of silver and gold were 
used m the pompous celebration of the sacraments, imd the 
dignified cliSrgy, among whom the bishops of Rome, 
Antioeh> and Alexandria, had obtained the pre-eminency 
of their brethren in the sacerdotal office, bad appropriated 
to the episcopal fieinctions the use of canopies and thrones. 
The i?1ergy of the adulterated church w6re tiot yet however 
fof^idden to marrjf, although abstinence was already respect- 
.#d as a clerical ^trtui?. / 

The Diocletian persecution, which had been suggested 
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by the priests of po]ytheUm^ upon malicious charges of 
disloyalty and sedition^ not Improbably provoked by the 
ostentatious presumption of the christian bishops ( among 
of whom, however, the life of Cyprian bishop' of Carthage 
appears to heiye adorned the doctrine of the Gospel) began in 
the year 303, and continued to rage with different degrees 
of inveteracy, under Galeriu^ Maximin, until in 313, Con- 
sLantine, surnamed the Great, having been invested with the 
imperial purple by the legions of Britain, overthrew his 
rival Maxentius upon the bank^ of t:he*Ty her, under the 
influence of a pretended vision of the cross, and from 
motives of policy or conviction embraced the profession 
of Christianity, which had become in three centuries, 
.under ten persecutions, the prevailing religion of the 
Homan Empire. 

. The imperial conversion was not however promulgated 
by laws and edicts till the year 324, and it was not until the 
Jatter end of his life and reign that the political proselyte 
thought proper to prohibit heathen sacrifices, and shut 
the temples of the gods. Nay, Con$tantine himself did 
npt submit to receive the rite of , baptism till a few days 
before his death,, in 337; and his equivocal faith maybe 
fairly presumed from the absence of^the cross in all the 
statues and bas-reliefs which have yet -been discovered 
of the first christian emperor. Theodosius the elder, the 
purity of whose belief is demonstrated to indulgent credu- 
lity by the magnificent edifice he dedicated to St. Paul, 
which i? yet standing in forsaken solitude without the wall^ 
of Rome) i$ the first of his ^ucessors who^e ambiguous piety 
the church ha^ thought prpper to celebrate. Nor was it till 
the reign of Honorius, and the opening of the fourth cen-r 
tury, that the profession of Christianity, adopted by the 
emperors, was finally embraced tbrogbout the empire> which 
tardily relinquished the worship of itg idoU. 

B-ut the impending corruption -of Christianity awaited 
poj fts complete induction. Father Antopy in Egypt, and 
in France Martin of Tours, foru^^d .regular coin m unities, 
and prescribed fixed rules for tbat ^.bstjuence apd.seclu- 
sion Vhich had be^n already db^ejved by^.splitary hermits 
and sequestered virgins, who coi^ceiving'ihat c<Hiima»iou 
with God was to be/pbtained by .withdrawing the mind 
fiom external objects^ b?gan their novici«ta by mortifying 
sensp and macerating the rebellious body with hun^ef 
and fatigue. The provinces of the. East were soon ^iTed 
with these specvilative professors, their arid climaU pre- 
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disposing them to temperance and contemplation ; "Tut 
though monastic institutions were peopled in the We^ 
with equal ardour and devotion^ their indulgent inhabitdhts 
were long accused by the eastern visionaries of voracimrt- 
ness and gluttony. On the other hand^ at the council of 
Nice, at which appeared ecclesiastical delegates from al^ 
the churches in Christendom, the noviciate emperor pre- 
sided in person, and the innovating bishops, not content 
with excluding the people from all share in the administra- 
tion of ecclesiastical affairs, now boldly encroached upon 
the authority of the presbyters, who appear to have been 
thenceforward little more than humble ministers to the 
arrogance and luxnry of their lordly superiors. Altbougli 
Christ himself had said to his immediate follower, " One 
is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.''* 

Pictures were not yet common in churches, and statues 
were unknown : but the names of departed saints were al- 
ready venerated ; the antiquated practice of christian pei*- 
fection was relinquished, for the vain hope of future puri- 
fication; and the duties of social life were commuted for 
idle visits to the tombs of the martyrs, and vagrant pil- 
grimages to the holy land. Baptismal fonts were now 
set up in the porch of every church, and bread and wine 
of the communion began to be held up for the veneration 
of the people. Yet the ceremony ot the Lord's Slipper 
was still only celebrated on the first day of the week, and 
other festivals; and all the communicants were yet suffered. 
to partake of both the symbols of the flesh and blood of 
Christ, then and since so grossly mistaken, as referring to 
the carnal body of Him wlio himself declared to the worldly 
minded Jews, '' The flesh profiteth nothing. My words 
they are spirit and they ar^ life".+ 

In the fourth century however flourished Eusdbius the 
historian, bishop of Csesarea ; Augustine bishop of Hippo 
in Africa; Ambrose, bishop of Milan; and Jerome, the monk 
of Palestine, to whose labours we are indebted for the 
Latin translation of the Scriptures, which has been chiefly 
followed by the pious divines, who ^ave transfused the 
glad tidings of the Gospel into the languages of modern 
Europe. 

The fifth century, unhappily for Christianity, together 
with\an indiscriminate reception of proselytes to policy 
pr conviction, adopted without reserve the heathen custom 
of ornamenting teinples with painting and statuary; the 

* Matt, xxiii. 8. t Jobauv. 6S. 
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eriii|[ of sacerdotal garments widi gold aod siW«rv 
and the insCitutioo of novel and osteotatious cerei&oaieftr 
^agaa ideas were also now inbibed concerniog departed 
soiusy heroes, denvons, &c. and the absolvatory peaanoe of 
grievous sinners, orij^iaallj made to the presence of the 
congregation was commutedj. wi(h courtly indulgence^ 
hj Leo the Great^ for private confession, in the ear of a 
listening priest. 

The second general council, that of Constantinople, 
which tubd established the doctrine of the Trinity in the year. 
$S\m was followed by the council of Epbesus, called toge- 
ther by Theodosius the younger, not as St. Paul advised the 
believers to provoke one another to love ajndgood worke ; but 
to determine a dispute between Nestorius and Cyril, ia 
which the apostate doctors anathematized each other with 
mutual animo»ity, whether the title of mother of God should 
be conferred upon the Virgin Mary, or only that of moihir 
of Christ. This sage consuUa met again ten years later to 
decide upon the^ two natures of Christ, when the heretical 
doctrine of one incarnate nature triumphed among the 
benighted fathers, and Flavianus, its principal oppoiient> was 
by their ordei ignominiously whipped. 

The fourth council, called toe council of Chalcedon, 
which was summcmed by Mareian in 451, annulled the acts 
of the second session of the council of Ephesus, condemned 
its president, DioK^rous bishop of Alexandria, to deposition 
and banishment, and finally established the orthodox doc* 
trine of two distinct natures, the human and the divine, in 
the person of Christ. The council of Chalcedon is the last 
general council whose decisions are respc^cted by the prote8t> 
tant communions, for in the sixtib century the Koman 
pontiffs began to assume universal dominion, and finally 
annihilated the prerogatives of the church* 

In the year 5tg, the order of Benedictines was instituted 
on Mount Cassin, bv Benedict of Narsia^, a man of nnaffect* 
ed piety, whose rule was neither favourable to^ luxury nor 
ambition ; and the new modification of catholic superstition 
spread withjrapidity over all Europ<^ eventually absorbing 
ail the professions orreligious austerity by which it had been 
preceded. 

The public worship was yet celebrated in the vernacular 
tongue, though political revolutions had begun to annihi* 
late the Latin language, which continned to be used in the 
ritual of the catholic church when it had ceased to be un« 
derstood by unlettered c<>^ngregat.ions. The Anglo-Saxon 



kings were now oottwrti^d to Cbriitialiity ,by tb« mmislry of 
AttguaiiDe^ aod the belief of the go^pjei »pfead iuelf with 
facility from tlie island of Albums tO' tbe aeighbouni^ coasts 
of Belgium and Batie^via. lo tfatiscentury flourished Gudas, a 
monk of Bangor, the first firitis^ writer whose work» have 
descended to posterity, . . 

A new method, of .celebrating the last supper was intra- 
duced about this time by Gregory the Great. . The daring 
pontiff added without scruple punetilioiis oeremonieato the 
recommendation of hia Master j wbo. simply Uttdng ikt 
bread, and hctnding it to ki$ dmiphsi had oirected them l# 
do 4o in remembrance af hie death, uutii hie epirUumi 
appearance, or second coming without tin wUa etilvatiomJ* la 
these additions originated the complex canon of the mass^ 
which was not universally adopted, even by the Latia 
churches, for many ages' after the ambiiious Gregory, who 
is represented in one of tbejttosaics.of St. Peter's as pej^oroi^ 
ing a miracle to oonjGirm his suspected innovation. 

Amid the gloom. of the seventh ceotury the emperor 
Heraclius amused himaelf with persecuting the Jews^ while 
the impostor, Mahomet, arose in Arabia ; and in the next 
darkening period the Greek and Latin churches were occu*- 
pied in a bloody quarrel about the worship ef images, whii« 
the Saracens strengthened themselves in the East, made 
powerful descents upon the coasts of the Mediterranean, 
and possessed themJaeives of the fertile islands of . Sicily and 
Sardinia. ... ' 

Every succeeding pope now added some new ceremony to 
tbe Romish ritual. The worship pf ima^s was at length 
systematically ordained; the bones of saints and pieces ot 
the true cross were venerated and enshrined; and the 
dreaded pnnisbments of sin were convenienilj deprecated 
by donations '^ to God and holy Chiircb." The bequests of 
dying sinners were conditioDed/or the redemfftion of thwt 
%ouh, and the deprecatory gifts were denominated by the 
accommodating church ^^ the price of transgressions.'' 

In the year 751, the popes of Rome sanctioned tbe depo* 
•ition of Childeric III. king of France, and received ia 
acknowledgment from Uie usurper, Pepin, the exarchate of 
Ravenna, which first raised them to the rank of tempond 
princes, though the authority of the bishops of Rome ia 
fondly derived from the traditionary donation of Constantine. 
In 774 Charlemagne^ son of Pepin, overturned the kingdoni 

« See Matth. uvi. 26-^-29. Luke xziL 19, SO. and xxiv. SO. and Heb. ix. %^ 
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of tlte Lombi»rd<, visited Rome^ and enriched the papacy 
with new donations^ the uncertainty of whose ample clauses 
did or did not include Cersica, Sicily, and Sardinia, the 
-territory of Sabina, the duchies of Spoleto, of Parma, and 
•Placeotia, and the cities of Florence aud Commacbio. la 
acknowledgment of such unparalleled generosity, Poper 
Jjto III. in the yeslr 80Q, inaugurated Charlemagne emperor 
of the West. 

For the regular performance of the encreasing ceremonies 
of the church, the order of canorris was about this time insti- 
tated> being a grade of priesthood between the regular 
asonks and the secular clergy ; and scholastic divines con- 
tinued tO; puzzle believers with metaphysical difficul- 
ties* ^ 

In the ninth century the idea of transubstantiation, or 
the real presence, was superadded to the inventions of Gre- 
gory ; departed saints were canonized by the popes, and the 
encroaching pontiffs persuaded priestsand people thatas thetf 
derived their authority from heaven, the bishops could 
derive theirs from them alone. Yet the election of the pre- 
tended vicegerent of the prince of peace was now canvassed 
urithoutthe least regard to law, order, or even decency; 
and, in this climax of clerical confusion, a woman disguised 
her sex, and filled about this time, Without discovery, the 
papal chair» 

The more than midnight darkness which prevailed in the 
tenth century over the apostate church, was heightened to 
fearful apprehensions that Me end of all things was at hand: 
for so was expounded by the purblind divines the predicted 
unloosing of Satan, after having been bound for a thousand 
years^. &> strongly was this idea entertained, that temporal 
business was neglected, and even churches and convents- 
were suffered to go to ruin for want of repairs. In the mean- 
time, to dispel the tedium of expectation, the festival of 
departed souls was added to the crowded kalendar; the 
oflSce of the virgin was instituted by her peculiar votaries, 
and the vengeance of heaven was vainly deprecated by Ave- 
Maries, and Pater Nosters, in the endless repetitions of 
the rosary. The critical period passing by without pro- 
ducing the dreaded event, the spirits of the people revived, 
and the Roman pontiffs began to concert measures for driv- 
;. ing the Saracens out of Palestine. 

Gregory VII. the most enterprizing prelate that ever 
occupied the ^hair of St. Peter, inflamed to madness by the 

* See Revelations xx. 1, 2, 3. ^ 

a 
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<M)mplaifit9 of the Asiatic Cbri6tians of the grievous oppress 
«ion which they suffered from thelnfrdela, resolved to head 
aa army in person for the delivery of the holy sepulchre, 
and fifty thousand men were already collected for the pur^- 
pose, when the pontiff's quarrel with the emperor Henry IV, 
obliged him to relinquish the idea of his favourite expedi- 
tion. Toward the end of the eleventh century the absurd 
project was unexpectedly revived by the enthusiasm of aa 
gbscure individual. One Peter^ surnamed the hermit, a 
recluse of Amiens, had visited the holy places in the year 
1090, and suffered in hi3 own person the impositions of the 
Saracens. On his return to Europe^ the rambling visionary, 
havipg implored in vain the interference of the pope 06 
itorae, and the patriaich of Constantinople, boldly sounded 
the alarm of war in the ears of the temporal princes, who 
were easily animated, by a pretence of religion, to a war of 
rapine and revenge. Urged by the spirit of the times Urbaa 
II. now assembled a council at Placentia, and afterward met 
another at Clermont in Auvergne, wherein the sacred ex- 
pedition was recommended with the liberal promise of ple- 
nary indulgence. An innumerable multitude of all ranks 
t^nd descriptions immediately flocked around the standard <^ 
the church. The expedition was called a crusade, because 
its object was to wrest the cross of Christ out of the hands of 
infidels; and every bandit of the gang displayed upon his 
shoulder the prostituted badge of Christian meekness. \xk 
the year lOgCI, 800,000 men set out for Constantinople to 
receive directions from Alexius Comnenius, the Grecian em- 
peror, bjefgre they should pursue iheir march into Asia. 
One of the principal divisions of this wanderinff^ banditti 
was headed by Peter himself, with a rope for his girdle, 
assisted by Waller the Pennyless. in their desultory ad- 
vances through Hungary and Thrace the motley rabble 
^committed the most flagitious criuies, under the eyes of 
their sanctimonious leaders, and multitudes of them fell 
victims to the vengeance which they every where exaspe- 
rated. After the scum of popular fermentation* hhd thug 
worked itself off, Godfrey of Bouillon, duke of Lorraine, and 
his brother Baldwyn, led a regular army of 80,000 horse 
and foot across the heart of Germany ; another formidable 
body, headed by Raimond (5ount of Thoulouse, made their 
wav through Sclavonia; and Robert duke of Normandy^' 
eljdest ^on of the conqueror of England, Hugh brother to 
Philip I. of France, and Robert earl of Flanders, embarked 
their respective forces at Brundifli and Taranto, from 
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whence they were transported la Dyrrachuim, whnher 
they were quickly followed by BcBmond duk^ of Calabria, 
who was accompanied by bis cousin Tancred, the hero of 
fomance< This formidable levy passed without accident the 
stiaits of GalHpolis; stormed Nice, the canital of Bithynia ; 
Mbdued Antioch; and finally overran Juoea. In the year 
l099y Godfrey of Boaillon, was saluted king of Jernsaiem, 
god the Christian armies returned to Europe loaded with 
Yeliqnes, and inspired with a taste for the arts and manners 

of the £ast. 

It was in the eleventh century that Nicholas 11. instituted 
the college of cardinals, which first consisted of the seven 
bishops of the Roman stale, and the twenty-eight presbyters 
of the parish churches of Rome. To these were afterward 
added the prior of St. John de Lateran, St. Peter, and 
Santa Maria Maggiore, the abbots of St: Paul and St. 
Lawrence, and finally as many other clerical personages as 
Ae popes inclin^ to favour, to the canonical number of 
seventy, which has never been exceeded. The celibacy of 
Ae clergy had been enforced by Gregory VII. in a council 
lield at Kome in 1074, and the hardy pontiff proceeded to 
saathematiae whosoever should receive the investittnre 
of a bbhopric or an abbacy from the hands of a lay- 
In the meantime the Greeks accused the Latins that they 
impioiisly made use of unleavened bread, in the celebration 
of the supper ; that the monks of their communion scrupled 
not to eat wrd ; that the priests of the altar had the indecency 
to shave their chins, and that in the rite of baptism the 
western ehorck used bot one immersion, instead of 
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THE aiSl? ANI> PROOBBSS OF THB EBFOKMATION, JtROU 
ITS EAELIBST PAWNlUGS IK THE VALUES OF PIED- 
-T40NT. 

\YhO is this, that cometh up from the wilderness, 
leaning upon her beloved ?"* Is it not the true church i 
the spouse of Christ, made up of vital Christians^ not only 

^ Caaticks viii. 5« 
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of all denbininalions possessing the religion of Jesus; but 
of them that work righteousness every nation^ kindred^ tongue 
and people.* The great multitude that John saw standi 
ing before the Throne of God, which was to be added unto 
the hundred and forty and four thousand that had beea 
sealed among the tribes of Israel.f 

Evktigelic purity of faith and worship may be traced 
from the remotest ages, among the humble inhabitants of 
the rallies of Piedmont, who were long afterward denomi- 
nated Waldeiises, from the pious merchant of Lyons, who 
attached himself to their communion in the latter end of 
the twelfth century. 

As early as the year 823, Claudius bishop of Turm, con- 
temning relics and censuring pilgrimages, had ordered 
all images, and even ci^osses, to be rea\oved from the 
churches of his diocese; and in the last year of the tenth 
century Leutard, a priest of Chalons, among whose scattered 
disciples is supposed to have originated the sect of refoi'-i 
mers,' known in France by the name of Albigens^s, de- 
cried the worship of images, and the exaction of tythes. Iii 
1004, Leutheric, archbishop of Sens,* maintained that none 
but saints and true believers received the body of Christ 
in the* sacrament; a doctrine which though he weakly 
ahj tired on being summoned to Rome, he afterwards againi 
professed, and supported the same till his death, being 
confirmed therein by many adherents. In 1045 Berenger 
of Tours, afterwards archbishop of Angers, a man of great 
learning and exemplary sanctity, publicly taught that the 
bread and wine were not changed, in the eucbarist, into • 
the body and blood of Christ, but that they still preserveid 
their natural qualities, and were nothing more than figures 
of the elementary substances, which were to be spiritually 
received. In the latter part of his life, Berenger retired 
from persecution to the isle of St. Cosme, near Tours, 
where the canons of that antient cathedral continued to 
honour his memory^ until the late revolution, by an annual 
procession around his tomb. 

In the year 1017, there had been an assembly of these 
pious christians at Orleans, the leading members of which 
iwere twelve canons of the cathedral. They placed the 
sum of religioti in the internal contemplatiofi of God, and 
the elevation of the soul to celestial objects, rejecting all 
external rites &nd ceremonies, and laying aside even the 
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mpramente qF the church, as deatitqtie of aoy ipirittial 

e^cacy. Their public profession of such unpopular doc- 
trines W98 expiated in the flames of persecution; and an- 
other congregation of devout men at Arras^ whose principles 
i^truck still oiore deeply at the root of the corrnpt uee 
' "which then overshadowed il^e cfaristiaB world^ was induct 
to recant and abjure. For the sons of the morn ing. who 
worshipped the father in spirit> after the night of apos'iacy 
( foreseen by the apostle) in which the Hdan vf Siu should be 
feveaied*^ like the professors of divine truth in every age, 
*' o£ whom the world is not worthy^ underwent cruel mook* 
ings and sconrgings, bonds and iraprisonoienc. They 
vyer^ stoned, they were sawn asunder, were ten^pted, vere 
|l^n ^ith the sword- They wandered abput in gheep->skias 
and goal-skins, bein^ destitute, afflicted^ tor^iented^ ta 
deserts and in mountains^ it^ dens and caves of the earthf**' 
Tbev trod to glory '* the path which no fowl knowetb, 
fiiid which the toltu/e's eye bath not s^eea, which the lioo'i 
wkelpi^ hftve Qol trodden, neither hath the fieree lion 
l^tssed by '\t%"n Whilst poeta and hiii^iana have strfwed 
' the graves of heroes and philosopheri with the vafading 
|(oiifefB of eloquence and soiiff,, the confeisoi^s of Jesus* 
vhp^^ lil^e their Master, d^yotra themselves to the glorj 
fif Qodji h^ve^'perifhed in dungeons and in iIaapo9«^ without 
aiber meppiorial thap the aarra^ive of their saferings, 
{ii;eserva^ in boi^ely phrase by their z^lous ooatemp^ 
lories, to be ungratefully foreotten hy us,, who reiu) ia 
w^c^, the harvest of their blood. ^The tongue qi tU 
learned and the pen pf the ready writer'' have, been em* 
jdoyedi^ if ^m^ployad ^| ^11,^ in telling the sad story of the 
p^rtyis of truth) to cfjit; ^ shad^ of doubl <xr dis{>arag^ia[ieut 
c^Vf;? the bevoip ooustan^y of* '^ thps^e who to^ved not theii 
l^vesi unta death, th^t tbey ai.ight preserve a co|uu:ieiice 
ypid f>f offence toward God %^ It natters not : " ^heir 
p.an:^es ^x^ written ia the hook of life'V Th^ palta^i of laai- 
^rdom i^ ^ plant that blooms for ev^r ia the Paia4ise of 

J Job xxviii. 7^ 

f See tfie dcl> 4th and 7th ofiapters of th^ pbHosophic Hume, in hh hiv 
pty of tfat. Uoofie of TtKbt ; nnd more particttkivly. |be iSth and ISA 
49hi^r$ oC«ho elo^Hcnl aM a«eptifal Gibbon^ IFfav two hislariuis m»y 
bf pai^dpupcl for thgi^ unhelkt; h^% I 1^ tbtm i||e«Qiia«bW ^v » 
lig^ly esum^tiog those practical refarmers^ without, whpae co^ragjeous 
intervention they might nave been occupied in prostrating themselves 
before thp girdle of the Virgin, or the rood of grace, instead of describ- 
ing at their ease itbe $CifkriS^ which pr9care4f iheir emancipation from 
#|^iritml bondage, * 



Godi Whdt thoit^b they lired tmlmowo/aficl iieA in Is^ 
nominy^ wh^li '' die heaV(Ki« sihatl Im rolled up as i screfli 
ftsd tM elem^tits ibull melt with f^VeOit b€«t/' then wiUi 
thdr relenting perieotftors tioi)fe»s> '^ we fook Goanled their 
life m«dii«(9, eidd their Itiirtef efid to be without hoaeer; 
but MWj htm Me they eounted dtaoog «he jaic> add their 
portion n With tite saints*. 

Althotighf the confesttofs of Afras, w#re tiot teiidy td 
'^ oofifiend for the fakb delitered to the Saints'^ ot to i»eal 
the revelaikm with tbitir bloody their hdd not been awed 
ifkko eileede before they hid widely dissemiiilHed their ehrt9< 
tian prinoiides. These jnoos men men denied *^ the in^ 
hereb(^ saoi^tity of ehurches and ultare^ refused to adore 
images and trOMes^ difmpproved of the use of oil aud in* 
eente, hells, funerid rites, iodtruokeatal music, tuo" They 
considered " voluntary penance as unprofitable/^ denied 
'^th« dootrine of |llirgatofy'^ and declared that ''the 
goih iit sin could not be expiated by the oelebratiern ef 
ttiasseefor the dead^or the distribution of aim* among the 
poor." They were ptatrtieulerly shocked ''at the diethte^ 
tions established among the Glergy'% and u»&intaioed thai 
'''the appolmfneBt of icaned miliisters wat unnecessary ta 
the eotigregalione df the faithful." Like their brethren 
of OvleafM th^y rejected " baptism^ especiaUr the baptiiiv 
of infiaiils^ and " the sacranent of the Lord's Supper, a^ 
iftoC beid^ es^ntial to Mtlmtioft ; a»d like them they, weid 
aoeused ^ by their eneusies" of the sect et oommisskin of 
unnattfral criMe^^ with what pmhabilitT H is sow easr tor 
judge from the bar«den» tenor of their acknowleciged 
doctri«ee. 

Anftiid ihe darbtiese of the middle ages, Whrah inrolved 
alike the^ Easterft and the Y/em^n cmrrobe*^ the Greek 
emperol^ had bantehed the scanty rM^nam of the Mani*' 
ohseans or Paaliciatis, aa they were i^omotifmet called (mu 
faNivpe ff^om the^ adherewce to the gfeat afo^ of the (ien« 
tf\my a sect of thef prtoitii^e ehtfrdh, whioh yee renlained 
rn Palestine and Bithynia^ iuto Bulgaria and Thmce, from 
whence some of them had about this tiftve fouskl their way 
snto> LombaYdy, end were explorii»g Prance and Germany 
Uy find a- refuge from the unrelaxing pers^cations Which 
pursived theiv wandering footsteps^ But' large bodies of 
the^ t994lhiomxy'pfim\ivwep fell ioto the train of the Gallioi 
fMftieir, >vbiieh reniraed from PakeAne by fihr proviuic^ of 
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Bulgaria^ and settled themseWes in the south of Fraoce^ 
vhere they readily coalesced with the sincere professors 
vho bad separated themselves from the corrupt establish- 
ment. Numerous congregations of their posterity remain 
in Languedoc to this.day^ notwithstandti^ perpetual p^scscution, 
ilfBver relieved but by the edict of Nantz, until the last of die 
Lewis's (one of the mildest princes that ever filled a throne) 
suspended in their fovour the ojperation of the penal laws. 

In Italy, the devout Separatists^ who now began to be nu- 
inerousy were called Cathari, or Purists, for in every age con- 
temptuous appellations have been bestowed upon the humble 
followers of Jesus (who was himself despised of the Jews.) In 
the vallies of Piedmont they wei e called Waldenses ; in 6^- 
many, Beghards; in £ngiand, Lollards ; and in France they 
were calunmiously designated by a name of reproach too infamous 
to be repeated. 

The Waldenses were so called after Peter Waldus, a merchant 
or manufacturer of Lyons, who, about the year 1 16Q, employed 
a poor priest to translate the four Gospels into French ; and 
peninng them with attention, perceived that the religion then 
tettgbt in the church was essentially different from that which was 
originally inculcated by Christ and his apostles. Impressed with 
the self-denying precepts' of the Gospel, he abandoned his call- 
ings distributed his goods among the poor, 'and in 1 180 began 
to preach (without clerical otxhnation) the doctrine of Jesus. 
His followers soon became numerous among the simple-hearted 
believers in France and Lombardy. They denied the supremacy 
cf the Roman pontiff, whom they were rather inclined to con- 
sider as the Whore of Babylon^ than the Head of the Church. 
Professing no new doctrines, th^se sober reformers aimed at 
nothing more than reducing the form of church government^ and 
the lives and manners of both priests and peof^e, to the original 
simplicity of the apostolic age^ when the ministers of the Gospel 
snaintamed themselves by the labour of' their own hands.^ The 
sermon of Christ on the Mount was their rule of life and man- 
ners, the precepts of which they accepted ht«ra)ly, and of conse- 
quence condemned the acquisition o/* riches, and forbade self- 
defence^ the taking Qfoath$,f &c. 

' While the true Christian doctrine was tlius gaining ground in 
unnoticed obscurity, a second crusade was undertaken by Lewis 
VI [. of France, and Conrad. IIL emperor of Gero^any ; ..but the 
united forces of tisese, two powerful mona^chs, melting away by 
'famine, shipwreck, and the sworc^ were at leiigth entucely dissi- 

* Ste Acts XX. S4. f MatiJi^ v. 34. attd 39, and xxxvi. 19- 



pated by kiteste divisbna/arid the p«rfidy of the Greeks ; wh# 
had learned to dread the alliance of the WesterB Christiaos more 
than the hostility of their Mabomecan, invaders. Yet such was 
the blind enthusiasm of the age, that when Saladin, sultan of Egypt 
and Syna,, in a pitched battle fought miar the sea of Tiberioi, 
took prisoner Guy de Lusiguan^ king of Jerusalem^ at the insti** 
gation of Bernard, abbotof Ciairval, who boldly jH'ophecied 
success to the avengers .of the ChrLstian cause, the Roman Pon- 
tiff, in 1189, proclaimed a third expedition to the Holy Land, 
Flushed with the confidence of victory, Frederick Barbarosta, 
one of the nominal successors of the emperors of the We9t, 
marched into the Lesser Asia, where he defeated the sultan of 
Iconium, and penetrated in triumph to the borders of the pro- 
mised land : But the hardy German, in traversing the river Sa- 
leph, sunk into a watery grave^ and a pestilence interred his 
army in the neighbouring plains. A scanty remnant of the Chris- 
tian host returned to tell the tale. The next year Philip Au« 
gustus, king of France, and Richard, sumamed Cceur de Lion, 
king of England, set sail from the seaports of their maritime 
dominions, with an innumerable fleet of ships and transports. 
Their united forces reduced Ptolemais, now St. John d^Acre, 
though the place was strenuously defended by the Saracens : but 
Philip, disgusted with fatigue orxlanger, returned in doubtful 
baste to sway the^ sceptic of the fairest realm in Europe ; and 
the dauntless Richard, after defeating Saladin in several engage^ ' 
ments, gladly embraced the proposal of a truce^ under cover of 
which the Holy Land was evacuated by the Western Cbristiaos 
in 1192. Richard, on his return through Germany, pe uyless 
and forlorn (I remember from my childhood the romantic story, 
iQ some quaint historian of the Holie Warre) was thrown into a' 
dungeon by the command of the emperor, and the royal vaga- 
bond, who had defended Palestine against the Turks, was fain to 
redeem bis person, by an ample ransom, from the unfriendly gripe 
of a Christian brother* In 1 24B, notwithstanding, Lewis IX. since 
called St. Lewis^ on. account of this holy expechtion^ set sail for 
the coast of Egypt with a well-appointed army. At the siege of D». ^ 
mietta his brother, the Count d ArtcHS' was slain, and the king 
himself was afterward made, prisoner by the victorious Saracens. 
Yet.in.l270^ the devoted victim to supevst^us phrena^y unio- 
atructed by the Je^sons of experience, again desc^ed upon the 
coast of Africa, and perished with the flower of his nobility, by 
a wasting pes^lence<r Thus terminated the latest of those anti- 
christian expeditions^ by which, for two centuries, all Europe 
was kept in arms to disturb the peacif of Asia^ under the pretence 
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of rdigiottobligition to ntene the hply ieptdcbwilMliiebttifa 

TheM holy, or w4olj waii,^ gttvt r» to ibtf ikM affitai}^ 
orders of the cathotic. ehwcii, kn^btt of St. Jolm of JcrUo^m^ 
(sbce established al Mdte) kMgkto tctopl^ (afterward 00 arbi* 
vmxHy abcdtthed) and Tetitofiic koiQ^ aa msMitioB that still 
foraM a part of iJbe skigidar conaCitutioo of the German einpke* 
. Itt tha jear 1833 DooHok da Gn^anm, cmaa of Om% had 
beett commusMMwd by the retgntng pope to eadrpaier uritb firo 
and sword^ the hereties of TboulousOj. and is the bloody huten 
tioos of thffi aatiehriatwr priest, origiBated the anfaolf ot&sp of tfao 
laquiiilioii, whose cruel process s^ disgraced ^ catholic hingM 
dona of Portugal and Spain. About tba saflfeo time Fraodt da 
Aami appeared ja Uanbriay and die variegated tribes of Wetleni 
Asiatfea aoop ranged theoiaBhrea under tlMs alreanriqg b anwcr a of 
these tMfo popuhr leaders. But the flaqae of supentitios «nr 
blaasd with a decree of foty that adarmed the tranqmility of the 
sovereign pontiffs theasaetves^ for abont the nddie of tie tlur<« ^ 
taaath century there arose in Italy a aact of Jiatiplnarinaiii 9» ex* ' 
tcaragant in their ideas of vohmtasy penance^ wat the pope ma 
lam to clMCk the ebnUidbaa of Iheir and bj praiYenta^ the fieiy 
zaakts from lacerating widi tbonga their naked bodiea m fmadcm 
paoeessiena frooB town to^fcowWb 

Upon the demise of Nidiolss IV. in 1f|^ vacancy of three 
^eara isrtetmplad die sntfrroAsn saecessmn ol the papri «e ; and 
in the year l^dQO Bomfice VikL a boU and enStaprisiiig prdsin^ 
wise hml assnmed the ttriple crown^ and fartafied the easde of &U 
Angeloy proeaeded to palm npois the Christian dsDTcfa a MoHf 
inulBfeionr of the Raman seudas gamesy «id die JsmeEtish jaUlaa.. 
Boni&ce afectad, with unbbsfalag ftont, tm tasce hm insMotion 
frons the usega of the prinHtsfe chardu, and prodahned a ymt 
of pletMry reasissbn for aU theaa who should eaates their sins^ 
and wail with comrite hearts^- the melropEJiiiaa cbnrches of St. 
Peter and St. Paul ** Tfaia gbiiag innovatiim was foe» fel* 
lowed, by the feataml of the holy saeraawat, or Ga9)»as> Chri$iir 
in faotionr of tke- supposed tranodMtantiation of the brand aad 
Wine of die I^st Siq|>per into the body and blood of Jasna* 
. In tbsryear iS05 BertranddaCkit, archbishop of Bonrdeaua, 
being. eWvnlnd to the papacy^ and amnmiagtbe name of Cle* 
meat V^ the* patriotic prelate coaktnat heparsuadsd to ^pdt hie 

« bi dieyear tOOO^the jabSee ysai of Ctasaant VCIIl k wss ciMpafsd 
mL ftyo hupdred t Wntan A piltfiina wuttfd Bohw^fQv ibr braq&t of afamlw- 
tion^ or Uic indnlyncc of curiiuity. 
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iMtive country* mi ettdUfedbcd bis ae^ in the daHghtfiil dimate 
of Avignon^ upon the banks of the Rhone. ^ On the decease of 
Clemeot in 1314 there vnsaoother intemttl of two years in the 
perpetual succesmion, Mrben be was succeeded in tern by John . 
XKU. Benedict XiL Clement VI. laoooeBt VL Urban V. 
and Qrogory XI. ii4to returned to the ttenml diy in 1376^ M 
tbe unbouiKled joy of the people of Rome^ who compared the 
S^v^^ years defection of the sovereign pontiffs to Me carrying 
away into Babylon. 

Upon ihe decease of Grregory a sclnsm took jpbiat in the sacred 
college^ diat embroiled the onily of the chnrch widi a douMe 
<ptectiony under which Urban VI. remained at Rome, and Cle<^ 
ment VII. repwed to Avignon, where his doubtful cause was 
espoused by tbe kin^s of Fiance and Spain, of Scotland^ Sicily^ 
and Cyprus. During fifty years f^om the period of this equi* 
¥4>cal partition of papal infaUihiliiy^ the divided body of tho 
mmvm^al cbnrchi continued to own or to dtsdaim two, and some- 
times three, different heads, which Mminatod against each other 
inveterate but powerless excommnotcations, nntil the connctl of 
Constance^ assembled in 1414 by John XXIII* at the instign^ 
tion of &e Emperor Sigismund, declared that die Roman pontiff 
was himself subject to die decrees of a genend council. The 
assembled fathers soon afterward proceeded to depose the veiy 
pope by whom they bad been constitttled. Grqjory Xlf. sent 
in a voluntary resignation of his clttm to the pooiificate, and in 
1417 fienedict Xlil. the only remaining pretender to the trifle 
crown, was solemnly degraded, and OtSo de C<donna was. pro* 
claimed sole head of the church, under tbe nan»e of Martin V» 
Vbo united to bis disputable pretennons the preponderaine0 of 
one of those powerful isnailies wb}cb had long divided tbe Ari»^ 
tocracy of Rome. Yet the superannuated Benedict persisted till 
bis deitb in 14d^> in assuming the title and the prerogatives of 
this papacy ; nay, when tbe forsaken pontiff drew bis lastj breuA 
in tbe arms of two solitary cardinals^ who bad devoted them- 
aelveS to his desperate fortunes, one of tbe penserering prdatee 
^ected the other to fiU again the vacant cbair. He assumed widi* 
out bentation tbe name of Ctemenl Vill. but waaeasily persuaded 
jto resign* hiepreseneioos to the ascendancy of Martin, tbus teraiif 
nating the ambiguoue schism wbicb had« for h^lf a century, d^ 
isded tibe church, and scandbHaed the believers. 

At the council of Conatance was first ordained the gr o w i n g 
pmetice of administertng &e cncharist to tbe laity in one kind 
Qflly, jwserving the wine for the clergy alone ; thus separating the 
supposed body from the blood, which in ^e figure of the Last 
Supper were expressly join^ toj^etber, by Christ himself: ^ Ht 
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that ealetb my flosb^ and dritiketh diy biodd, itlrelkth in me^ and 
iinbim*." 

The bardj innovators did not dissolve the council before they 
had coDdemned to the flames John Huss, and Jerome of Prague^ 
for having inveighed against the corruptions of the clergy. But 
these rrformers had kindled a flame in Bohemia, which was 
not to b^ quenched at Constance, and a hundred years later, 
die followers of Huss saluted Martin Luther as their second 
hope. 

In the mean time John WicWiffe, rector of Liitterworth, in 
Leicestershire, had ventured to defend the privileges of the uni- 
v^ty of Oxford against the pretentions of the friars mendicant ; 
to censure the encroachments of the Pope upon the liberties of 
the chnrcb of England ; and about the year 1370 to translate the 
Scriptures into Ei^lish. 

lie opinions of this illustrious reformer were condemned in 
full cQjDsistory by Gregory XL for Wicklifte, tboc^h he was 
himself a priest, was for reacting ** all human rites and tradi- 
tions/' and reducing ^* church government to the apostolic order 
of bishops and deacons f declaring that *' the baptism of water 
]drofiteth not, without the baptism of the spirit ;" and that '^ in 
the days of Paul, a priest and a bishop was one and tlie same 
thing/' He died peaceably, however, at Lutterworth, in 1387, 
Aougli the bones of the prophet were dug up and publicly burned, 
when his increasing followers became the objects of relentless- 
persecution, under the name of Lollards, in the boasted reign of 
Henry V. Wicklifie is the first Englishman that is mentioned in 
li]3tory as espousing the cause of reformation, although it may be 
£iirly presumed, to have already gained considerable strength, 
aince he was openly protected by the famous Duke of Lancaster, 
called John of Gaunt. 

^ In the twelfth century, the doctors of the church had been 
$vided by the frivolous question of the immaculate conception, 
not of the infant Jesus, but of the Virgin Mary; in the fourteenth 
arose scholastic disputations upon the learned errors of Duns 
Scotus, and Thdmas Aquinas ; and the partisans of St. Francis and 
St. Dominic contended about the pamve or positive poverty of 
Christ. In the year 1322 it was gravely propounded to the di* 
yines. of Paris, by the infallible expositor himself, ^' whether or 
not those were to be deemed heretics, who maintained that 
Jesus Christ, and his apostles, had neither common nor peraonal 
property in any thing that they possessed ;" and the cofdeliera 
eptfred the lists with a dogmatic proposition^ '^ whether tbo 
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^blooft of JeMi9i. w«ft Mpatftttd imbi Us b6dy«; tebtk h« 

kgr b tbti gimve.'! Bti* no vTodder the varicAifl te6tf o( iho 

catholic chttrcb differed witb.eaiek dttneo anicd tbe que^, 

mloU% oAH^tiM fre4aeiil)]r disa^eed betwieM therawWes. 

AnuNftg/tbe BmnoifctoS' in pafttcoktr smiae w^r«' fot '^ rigof^ 

oas.drisbmiiiie/' dthers fM .^more gentte^ chaatheMent of 

Ibeileab. * SoomI were £m ^< )»ytog up winMif ttorer/' otbers 

fof '^ Iru^tiog to^j^rovideaoeyleff otouio^ai fOMdieii.'' Sonte 

Were' for <^Mreari<^ ibeir gtsmcote limg/' otbers wei^e fa^ 

'^Mtliog tfaem.ftboTU" In thele fiioam]toi]9 cdntiftH tb« 

flimrdy diupvUnu aitenlately ejected eacb eiber IrcrAli 

the boawliogp refeotofjr^ tiH the mott obstinste snialota fell 

ttheoMiMtei. po^ertr treife '^ cen^iaoad" of tfte lawfithieBl 

ef ma4wg ppovisioii' »>r .ih6 fativey bj tWe '< tiaahswcfniU^ 

argfiiiaMMs of fire and faggots Yet the turbalent 'jP/an^ 

eisdaofttiiiiiad ki itiaijii<la»nSiig tbat the feimder bf tki^k hriitic 

Waa luKMag Jest tbite '^a second Chtht," and thai <'tbett^' 

fvif^..^ cKaoiplnie Was *^ Ibe tru^ eootiomv of Jesub.*^ la 

tbeyaa« IS8S, a book waa publinhed under IJhtf patroDa^ 

ofim aaoieliri eoftitkd <^Thev ConfeeimtiiE»S' of St. Francis^ 

withr Jkaaa Gbriat;" Mid ia the cdnreni of Sailta Croo« at 

Fknrenae'Aa!^ be seen to this dav^^a aeUea of pidDtinjn d^a^nla 

by Giotile^ m thtf infancy of tm«art> eiie baSf of whidi'fe^ 

prmetjt rtbe Ufeof Jeaa^ ^aod ihe oi^cr tiiat <yf Fraboi^ d^ 

Abottt/^^^ limi! the Qreeks avprehendftv^ dasniittlTCis 
lUtelf^ to ftaild an afeed of tfahe assistanoe of the Latina^ a^iott 
tbe i^omsamg aadeadoncy of tbe IWka in^ Aui, al£feoted a 
wiUiogieta t» $obnUD their orced t^ tUe canons of the catthi»- 
Itu cMrofai In the year J 969> John Paloolo^a^ tibe d^ 
ctioitig shadow of tbeemperora of the Eaai^^ paidp a Ttsit e( 
ebetsanocl to the' RoaMh- eoalii^ and f ubs^ifibed a coalfieA- 
mofi of faith di^Mad ta h«ifo by UiTbwV. ButtHeOieelc 
prkMt irbiild: nevef be bi<oagbt ta imbiaitl to the iraiitiddl 
confession of their prince^ and the union' dftbef Qiiedd^^ad 
£tttiir <&hdMBlie^ oouM tiot W effected; tbourir gad of the 

itictpalrpoiats'in/ dispute iififir'^-wfaetliito sotriaib pvrgatoijr 

s' ipsN^aci by itieatal angoisb/ or^ €aaieHal' fij^/' The 
Jttfiituta/aMotttingly looked on with* iiidiffereno^ irfaile tbe 
MJaJKiasrinna eTCroacbed apon^ the iBinfins; Or^k^ awl ia 
ibe! ye«r UdS^ Mahomet It. took Constbutmb^ltebyasnail^ 
ead fiilany oxliogeiBtied tbe empire of tbe Ea!^ 

Tbirty<*niQe years after that important evedt^ in tbe mr 
>409»' €bmlo|mer Ooiuvkbes' disobtared^a^ qew worlcl in 
Ose Wesi^bytWseilldiiiebtHif wbuA wtolySax)99^ 
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the |>apal eiriptf>e hks'ttiice bbUin^d^aPereaUr^cees^oD' of 
power and weaitb, than dohld have ri^Baited from the ilail^ep*^ 
tog conversioff-of tb'eGneefcs. • . .1' • . It- 

The rulers of the church now $p*ttt their days im^ texurious' 
indolence, and in the open practice of all kiad& of vice, to 
the utter scandal of the temporal prinees of ChrUieodom, in 
compliance with wbriee Wicitations for the reformation of 
the chui^ch, Martin 'V. had sintfmvned the coiincil of Basils 
but the pontiff died as the prelates were' assetnblfng, and left 
the Synod to be opened by 'the proxy of his soccessor, 
EugenhisIV. in the year 1431. The points proposed for 
deliberation in this grave- asseihbly .were the union of the 
Greek and* Latin eourches. and the * reformkitioiir of the 
church universal, in its head, and in its members, ^cording 
to a resolution of -the coiincil of Conitancer The <5Mincil of 
Basil, afte^ the critical exaknpie which Had beeb-'set^by their 
predecessors/ deposed. Xug^nius in* die year -I4d9r^ c^<^ 
elected' in his roora'Amadeus duk'eof SavoT> whd> t^k'tbe 
fiame of FelixiV. jBatEugeoius maintained hislattth^nty 
juoder the sanction :oif the douncrl 'of MFlorence^vtitiit the 
fathers of Basil separated mi ^S,- declaring: themael^s/uok 
dtssoked, bat ;capftbi«^ pf 'm^etirfg ^again whenever they 
•shouid think ifit.' En^eni'aa dvtng inr t447V'Was «iicoeeded 
hy Midiolas y^. ^ iDa»4)df geskisk^ana ,^mdtti)>n> «and.a -patroi| 
of learning and the arts. In his time were laid the new 
;fQiindations^of %st; Peter's, and (De artrof {»intii>^ Was inuo- 
Jiuced : at Rome, which> after b^^^ing' been iateaied* by 
jCdstar.off Haeflero, aikjwfrthie year 1440; had been pcificted 
•at^Mayeoce,' and arpplied% Faust and Sohoffer to theiaes^ 
•timahle purpose 6f "dissc^Uiating oAvfimtam the prodactions 
'Msf genius* Twb years .«(^r the aextession of ^Nicholas 
Felix resigned his pretensions, and'Yetired t6 <a bermttage 
:ftt Ripaille on the borders of th(^i Ledian Lake«i In i455i 
{Nicholas himself is i^atd to bave<died;df grief for ^Ihe iftking 
bf'Ci&nstalittnopIe. ; I : . .: ' • 

* In the year 1492, succeeded to tlie papal cbair^Rod^c 
Borgia, otherwise Alexander Vi;.riai mam destitute of 'prin* 
x*iple and regardless !of dec4iricy. This shameless pop^ had 
ffotir sons by one of his concubines, flmong whom iwat^ the 
tiifiamojas Ciaesar Borgia./ His profligate career WaS'teiiQi- 
^led in. 150^ 'by a dose of poisonj whichhoy or his^gmceliess 
son, had mingled Sox others who stood 'in the way of their 
vynrioe' orambition; 1 : , 

.. ' The principal places in the pnUic albhoois Were now oc- 
Ctt9»etl.;bjr^jMgoted monks, who? loatUd the memories of 



tbe}r{nipi]s with bmriiarouft termSj teiiseksii^ifttinctiotis^aml 
scfadlastic precepts.; aod tbe.public es^ercises.weie perplexed 
with deputes between ScotisU and T-horaists^ Realists and 
Nominalists^ Poiiitivi/ and Senteatiarik.. So- rare was real 
learning tbat wbtfn Liuber appeared ixi the next century 
there coald not be founcl^ eYen^ in the univ^rsiiy of Park^ 
a single dootnr competent to examine^ much less to oppose^ 
bis tenets bj the text of scripture. The few pries(s who were 
now; at all qualified : to ieach the people strore rather lo 
amu«e than to instruct, with, wretched tjuibbles^ tedioua 
Barratives of fictitious miraclesji and idle declamations upoa 
the merits of the saints, the; glory of the Virgin^ and the 
torments of purgatory* Nay the ethics of Aristotle bad. welt 
nigh aapplanted theprec^l^ts of Qbrist. Tb^ richer monks^ 
particulariy those of the Augustine and Ben^dictiiie orders, 
peryerting their revenues to the gratification of their lusts; 
drew upo(n themselves popular odium by their s^isuality and 
llGentiousnefliSi. The Mendicant ocdersj especially the 
Dominicans and Franciscans, amused themselves with 
quarrelling :Ov^r intricate or superstitious questions, onW 
agreeing that in the vsm. of fwtrty was the true.Ckristian life^ 
\ety amid the glpoim of a German Cloisterj. Thomas a 
Kempia wasr visited » with that rodiatioii of gospel light from 
which emanated his spiritual treatise, '' On the Imitation 'of 
Jesus Christy" a work comparable to ^rPilgrim's Progress/* 
the impressive-allegory, which afterward issued from an 
£oglish prison, wider the similitude qfa dream. . ^ 

Id ibe beginning of the sixteenth century^ tbe R4>mfA 
pQiitiiSa>.8lwBbered in iinauspeetitig. security, tbe commo<» 
tions which had been excited in preceding ages, by the 
persecution of the. Waldcnse^/ Albigenses, and Beghards^ 
and latterly^ by that of tbe LoUards. and Bohemian bre- 
lhren> having been temporarily suppressed* * But several 
princes audi^ee states now began toexdaim against the 
despotic sway lof the ghostly. fathers, thetr fraud, avarice, 
andi injustice ; the arrogance, tyranny, and eictortion of 
their Jegatea ;,'and -the unbridled licentiousness of, the monks^ 
loudly demandi'ng a genejfali council for the refpijoiatioa of 
ihe church* t;The gloomy empire of superstiiiioii was also 
now undermined by the restoration of learning; Eraamus, 
Bnd other learned .men, pointed their attacks particniarly 
against ttie bigotry and. ignorance of the clergy ;'but non^^ 
of these bad yet the boldness to call in Question the deeply-^ 
rooted opiinion. that Christ, had himself established, a vice* 
gcrent.pt M<m^ inmted wiih hU ownmpmmtmd.unlimitei 
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ia tbe Jap of ^eaae, i^ad gratify fviiboiat restri^at the Imit of 
their lusts, wb^cfa aiay be iiaeed to convictioa iiiitoiig'tbe 
master* pieces of the iaiitative artsj irhicb ttiU adkurn the 
lodg^ of Raphael^ «ha chaqfibens <ii the Vatic^to, aod e^o 
tde aliRitpi^c of tbe Ptpal Cfaasel. 

, Ti^e ynoBsier^ Akiumder, had been supceeded ii» ]50Si| 
liy Pias Il{. wbo survived his fslevation tio more, than a 
i|K>Dtb, arhen his decease made way for the eieotioo of tlie 
despotic JfuliiMi dc la Rovere^ who assatned ihe deooanina* 
X |ioQ of Juliasvll. and whose reign of tea jears was one con*? 
tililKed scene of military tumuk. in the year 1511^ under 
tbe patfonage pf Maximilian I. and Lewis XII- several 
-^^dinals assembled a coaacil 'HPi^^ wttli ihe intexitioa ol 
aetung bounds to the tyranny pf this furious pontiff. Its; 
ooeedisigs ware anaibematisi^d at Rome. But tbe daya of 
tliii§ warp SHimbeped^ and he was succeeded in id 1 3 by the 
celebrated {40 X» of tbe bouse of Medices, a main eqnaiiy 
lodiffeiefit to the principles of religion.. The time of this 
&mous potKiff, naspc^tabl^ in the history of the arts, wa^ 
divided hetweca the« pufs^ita of pleasure^ and the coorer* 
aattos of men of letters. H^ was prodtga), Idauvioos, and 
ioipriideiiiy t^ad be hat bean charged with ^^ ^oguier 
tsiia^es oif impiety^ and eirea atiheisia. 

Aaioqg'thdtnaiiy coiAflTaneea.^hich had long beeii«ii« 
|^loy#d by the popea^ to d^aw into their isaSiit^ the 'wealth 
af C/hnstend(>a»| w^ tfic; aaW ^ indnlgetiiies, whioh not 
tiolf pirpeqred the remissioii 'of the temporal piains and |>eDal- 
ties which th^ choreh had i^nnedL^d to eenaiis traoagresi 
ai4ms ^ -hat even pretended to abolish liaj^W^ma(iAfaj»pr8-» 
fLi^Jkd i» ^ f%aure $$at^j b^ the n>orften of inmdijf. In tbe 
mar tS\7f i^Q^ hairing iocuived enOMous e^petices ia 
{ifQeecntiiig the baiidiAg of > St. Petcf^s ohui^h, ^bot^bl 
j^per t<> rep^kMusfa the e^phausted treasury^, by eaaatiig 4 
BiHiary itidulgeaee for all o^anoes past, pfiBse^t/ npd ta 
lianse^ to he proclaimed throughout Cbristdndom^^ for the 
<^oiaaiv« benefit of such as were able emd'^ilHog to ezr 
libange the temp^mi ;M>i«irf&r tbespi«t»l«way.^ Wbe* 
fhia aeveefwag ediist itas pr^Mualg^ted «t Wittenberg, in 
J^BUimf^ Murtitt' Lutberj an Augtistine Friar^ (nqd at the 
aitna ti^0 prafesae* ot divinity, rn an academy institnted ai( 
*»t:plaoe, ^y the elector Brede*ick), puhlicly cepauredthe 
CT«<>nions pf the ^utstore) atad even featured t«^ implicate 
*e.mo^iv«^ of the soi»ereig» pmtift* himself, iaaup^risg 
the pf^la to bfi «e#ttc?d< by $^tik d^limpn^^ fr<mi plaoiog 
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^ir tfuti 0MAcefAimee in Cbrot. The setittments <^ 
IiUCb«r w«i-e reeeived with apjirobatioii/ by the greatett 
pan of Gefmiuiip/ vbtcb-faad loang groaned under the impo^ 
Mionsof the i^ootiffs^ aiid tfie^ioDtrtvaiices of their collee- 
tiM; to empty the |>oekets of' the rich^ and to grind the 
faces of the ^oor. Yet the bold retbrmer^ w^ had beett 
shmmoned to answer for his coliduct «t Rp»ie> by the 
jisaloes Domioioans, to whom the oegodatioii of tbeuidtil* 
fences' had been entrutted by the popa^ dfsfeiided himself 
in writings and professed intentional submission^ if\coii«« 
yidsed of error. . . , 

At firsts the 'imperial pontiff; beheld this obscure conteo-r 
versy wit;h indifference^ or contempt ; bet o« beinj^ ififormefl 
by the %iperor Maximilian, of the sarious difision^ it was 
likely to produce in Germany, be summoned Lather to ap* 
p^ar before him at Rome: but the Papal summons Was su« 
perseded by the elector, his sovereign, who insisted that the 
cause belonged to the jurisdiction of a German tribunaljr 
and oqght to be decided by the eecleaiasdcal laws of the 
empire. The pontiff reluctantly yielded to the remon- 
Strances of the priaoe, and I^itner was ordei>ed to answer 
for bis heretical opinions, before Cardinal Caj^ta^n, who* 
wais then legate at the diet of Augsburg. U n fort uftauely for 
^he interestsbf the Papacy, the kgate was hmself ^ JCkmt* 
^iean; and consequently little disposed to adopt eofneittauMry 
measiires with the innotator, that $truek directly atihe im^ 
l&unities of his order. The imperious legam>' and the m- 
daunted reformer, had three c«Miferenoe6 at Attgsbwg^ 
^hteh terminated as tuight haye been foretold, without the 
gift of pn>pbecy, in passion on one side, and ccmtnmacyoti 
the other. lAither yet refevred his^ cause to the 'ultimale 
decisions pf the Roman ponUff; Imt he retracted theaob- 
mission, and appeaW to the foture decisions of b geacval 
couftci], upon the pope's issuing a special edittt, whidi 
commanded his spiritual subjects to ac|:nouiied^e kUpcmif 
ff deli^efing from all the puni$hmmti d^ le 4in 4md $ram^ 
gre^ion. • 

Philip Melancthon, then proftesor of Greek a( Witle«u^ 
^erg; whose natural mildness of leiMper, and ells^m :ta4iie 
for polite literature, inclined him to moderation ufid quie^^ 
tude, laboured in vain to recencUe five conteadtng {>artie% 
Md bring about ^ reformation in the churob, if possiM^ 
Ifvithout a schism. Yet biefore the deftetioi^ of ' Lother> 
IJlrie ^utnglius> a canon of ZuHoh, in fiwit2#rk«iii[^ of ez- 
fen^ire leafaipg^ uncofMipn angajiit^p, aoy^ ^b^xqia^MuriKgi!^ 
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dffeoded.from his earliest y^ars with tbe Bnptelstiom prac- 
tices of the churchy in which he was educated/ had begun^ 
to explain the Scriptures to the people, tjo censMfle the mis- 
conduct of tbc^ clergy, and to pronounce the necessity of a 
reforoi. Encouraged by the example and the success of 
LutheFj he4>penly opposed the ministry of an Italian monk, 
Vihv was, carrying on jidSwitzerland the impiious . traffic of 
indttlgencesy and the." pope'siaupisemacy was eventually 
Tj^ecCied in 4he principifl cantons of the confederated re- 
publics. . . ..».'. • .\. . .';!..-,/ 

In the year 1620, Leo formally condemned fottiy-on^ pre- 
tended heresies, and inJ521 he proceeded; to. fextremities, 
by excommunicating Luther,, who now, in conjuociion 
with JVIelancibon^ threwoff all pretensions of alfegbince to 
the Papal 9ee. i . ^ - . < 

In the mean timci Charles V^ of .Spain, the'bisiory of 
whose .aa:e has been elucidated by the pen of Roberiseu, 
succeeded to the empire of Germany, on the demise of his 

Srandfather, Maximilian ; and the new emi^ror, who prided 
imself on being a faithful son of the churchy at the insti* 
gatijun ofl>o, summoned a diet at Worms, for the trial and 
pmushmeDt of the cootnmacious heretic. .The reformer was 
BOW however powerfully defended by the elector, his 
sovereign, who could claim some indulgence from the new 
emperor^ as having been the principal means of preventing 
the rival pretensions of Francis L to the imperial throne. 
Yf« at; this diet Luther was declared an enemy to the hol^ 
JRom^n empire ; and the daring innorator was only. sheUered 
from capital punishment by his prudent pro tegitpr, who 
secreted him ten months in the castle of Wartenberg. ' Here 
Luther, employed his active mind in translating. the New 
Testament into German; but before he had finished the 
work be impatiently broke away from his eonfineinent^ and 
ilepaived'to Wittemberg, where the friends, of the reformation 
(so little did the progress of reform npw depend upon 
Xutber)J:4ad.al«cady. proceeded to greater lengths than tb^r 
acknowledged leader himself approved; for Luther was 
rather disposied to treat with toleration altars^ itliages, waxen 
tapers^', and: private confession. He now, howev«*r, with 
the asaistanoe of several other learned and pious ttien, com- 
pletedhis tt^sslation of the scriptures, which prohably.con- 
tributedimprp than all other cauises to strengthen the founda-! 
lions of tbe Lutheran church. . . ' 
- The jjear 1^«;2 terminated the life and reign of Leo X, 
.KpOiiafler having ejected the stwpendoMs pillars whiirlj 



shod^^sQppbi^arega) ti^riQpy ov^i* the su^p6l«4 ^at<<hre ' 
of St. Peter and St. Paul,' Was hi'mself deposited tfene*ith a ' 
nftAiel<?ss'stoneyi^ a 'IJominican 'convent.' " '•< • *-^ ' 

Several diets; were about this'tim^ stJccesJJilvely* Cbnv^ned ' 
at Niireinber^,'froih which the popi^li legate finally with- - 
drew' in disgust, on finding that the-Gerunart 'pfinces ia* 
general W^re no encfmies to the reformarion. . . ' '" 

'•Biit the' f r?ends of the t^fefmatfoil' now drvid^ 'amonW 

th^m'idves. ' Ltr'trier dtid hfefbHowers; though 'thejr rejected'* 

the^Rothish ^df>i^Wy of ea^bktdnfi&fioti (the conversidti of* 

the brfead and wine into the reaF fcody an* blo6d of ChVi^t)«^ 

Wfi^fheVertheleil^'^df 'Opinion thrtt the' partakeVs df *e Lordls 

sdjy^er i^ceived, together with tile bread! ahd the Wine, tfce* 

b^dj 'and the Wood. Zuinglitis on the contrary, biid the' 

Swiss reformer^,; at the head of whom it is u&^al'tO' place ^ 

Jbhh Calvid(a'natiteof Picardy, who Hot k^ng ^fttfrw^rd ' 

ttok the leald >^t 'Geneva) 'maintained thaC^h^ body' and'^ 

blood 'Wer6 no . way* p'r^ent tn the Eucharist, for* that th^f 

breaci and wine wer^ nothing fnorethafy ^xteritnl^inboisj • 

designed to excite the remembrance of' the suff^iritigl' and' 

death 'of the Redeemer. Hence arose in i524, it veh^naeiit , 

controversy; whiirh finally tenninated in that distinctioft'df 

' doctrtnefertd 'wo^ship, which now divides the grt^dteat pafrt ' 

€fl\'tbe protest^rit world, under the distiti^iiii^hmg appellatfonis - 

df'Iititb^r^nsand'Calvihists.  ■• ' ; '* 

^inV529, Charles V. zealous for th4 Unity of faith aftd^wor-> 

sli^j^y' convoked another diet at Spire«, in wbieh eV^ryr 

ch^i%^ In' the doctrine, disciplme^, dnd worship of the' 

CBlholic church,, was' declan^d impious and utiln^lxil. ' 

Ag&iiii^t* this arbitrary decree; John, elector ^f ^Sa*(iny|. 

6^brg€f, ^lector^^fBrandenburgt), (ancestor of lb«^'k|o^' df* 

Prussia) the landgrave of Hesse, the prince of Anhalt; aiiVit 

tt^^'duke of tunen^urgh, (ptogenitor of the hotise' -bfr Hifc- 

6lt^r>J>rot^sted in fofm, and their protest was poilf^rfbllyj 

8C<t>onded by Strasburgh/ Constance, and<<^leVen oth^f frei^ 

dities of the empire. Frbkn.this celebrated pfot^^ origin^tedt 

tbei namfc of Protestants, now unanimously adopted' ^ by 'sUt 

jirofessang Christians, who have abjured' the Romish ctotn*^ 

manion^ After the dissolution or the diet, the prmeslitwif 

]^ihbe8 i^^assembled kt A^ug^burgh C<> strebgthenf themftel¥W 

W 2t' kague^nd covenajpt; and itwias theti that Melatii^A 

Iftan' dl^w up the; famous confession of faith,^ Wbtclv 

hUfi ever since formed tbe basis of • the Lukh^fli 

system. •'» • -'«''' . • • • ' . - Jj 

Abi^nethis time the' Swedes^ ^nd^r 6il|t|^« YikSHy leiD^ 
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1)iaced Ike jrefomationv at the preaching of OUnft Pf tri# 
who M^ tr^nplM^d the Bible iolo the Swedifth-tODgqe ; as 
did the Danes, soon afterwacdy urider ChristierB Ul. la 
Fraaee ihe reformed oj^iiiions had been Tcoeived by greats 
nuanher^ of jealous Christian* as early as the year I5t34 
But they were persecuted, with. outrageoo* ?eal by Frapci^ I. 
although the protestaots were G0ualeaa»c€id by th^ ki¥8'» 
8i«U!fj Miurgaret vmen of N^itafre^ the mother .of th^t 
Ilenry de B^rbon mho aftcuward Jltyared bis religion Uf^ 
facilitate his accesaion to the th^oire of Firaoce^ un^Qt tW 
xmM knewn name of Hedry IV. 

Itie pro%e9tant dectrinest had also been .embraced by nm* 
ti4:iides^ of d0YOiH professor^ in Hungary, Bohemiax tb^ 
Netharlaodsji and the British Islands, wheo Henry Vm» 
brok^ with the chj:»rch of Rome, because . plea^ot ViJ*: 
wHM»l|l.n<yt consent tp d^$solvH^^hi^ ittarriage with Catfcwio« Qt 
Arra^c^i^, Aunt to Charles V. wbp havinff been irst espouft^ 
by his brother Arthur, the ipeonstaot Ueiury either feplt ot 
alEee^ .^crap^es of eonSKiienee, o& acoowt Qfeot^fiii^fp^miif* 
TiO' this m^a^ce the monarch i& supposed to have bt^ei^ i^a^tH 
gmied by Thomas Cranmef> a student of divinity, j^iiQ nad 
^mhffaeedtlW.new flf^tr^oea, arnd was a.fte^wtir4 e^e^a^ed i^ 
tb« seeof Canievbu^ry;. Bf»t the' a^xoriona ^yfa^ liule de<^ 
,8erveS:t;<> be ranked with the beada of the- refofoiaUO0r aiDCj^ 
he persecuted to death all who prestunad t<^ di0er fr pm hifi^ 
a9mriHei99t^t6^t &t&adard t^f ihith or practice. The fi|rtf]SiS 
bigp^ oiiqe eaused to* be bursed al^^the same s^lake^ thve^ 
>?l4&ie9sesr'agains.t Ihe inv^^tion of saio-tSy and. three q6s^ 
saiemions sticklers for U^ popcr'^ ^upr^nsKicy; and- bo^ saeiV- 
4eed wtih relentless animio^ity his-Of^i^ lofd ^ha^Pf ^l^^''^ J^h^ 
j^l0spphia'>ioxef fo« refusing, toj abjtwc? . ^ rrfigion^of tir 

The di«^oree to wthiob baa been^ sq' Mg^y attributed^ th4^ 
ofiglUfofthe ceformation vi\ Eng}ai)dai.#l Mt take piMf •tiU^ 
tiiei^earr 1^33; but TyndaVs translation, of the I^wTealf^ 
iteAtihad been prilled at Mtit^ip in )^2%»i apd wa^ fiagoriy. 
nfad ihrQogbotit Ihe naiioni notvi^thsiai^ding. the pow^rfol: 
oMrftioftaof the pretended ti* ff^m^r ta a^pipre^^ tb^ aacft^d- 
Wftk. . it. w^M' AQ^ tiDtil) tbd irresistible, pr^rei^ OC tlie sefef* 
iMtioHiOivi^reaiiie the op^^sitiootof ^^/iiipcfrior cles^y^* ^ft 
MiAti Cpyerdaie, and John Hogers» ; wieii^ pemsHtHed W 
jN>rr(tatXy»darq3ible^wbieb had bee4 printed at tlWtiburgl^ 
U|<M^^Si..and.tt) publish the sSmei (after- having ufiAergooe' 
the royal expurgation) under the name of Crannnei'. JSveft^ 

U»Hr?iiat«ti«m,nbii)hjbe bad«dSkoti^ned^iiiis^l& wt* ntfter^ 
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warcl forbidden by the peevisk Reformado^ who had become' 
so corpulent that he couid no longeit move without cKfficaky^ 
when an inveterate nicer removed the iocnmbrance from the 
Vorld.* 

In the year 1^9* John Knox^ a disciple of Calvin^ returned 
to Scotland from Oeiie>^> and soon established presbyteri^ 
anism upon the ruins of prelacy. 

The reformation had not been long confirmed in Britain 
when the fielgic provinces united together by a i'espectabfe 
confederacy, withdrew from their spiritual allegiance to the 
Roman pontiff. Their catholic sovereign, Philip II. at- 
tempted to establish the hateful tribunal of the inqui<$ition to 
check their innovating spirit; but the nobility associating to 
defend themselves from such tyranny, the duke of Alva was 
sent to quell the revoUers, and a long and bloody cbntest 
ensued between Spain and Holland, which was at length' 
happily terminated by William of Nassau, aided by Uie 
assistance of quieen Elizabeth, who then swayed the sceptre* 
of Britain. Even in Italy and Spain reformed doctrines 
were now disseminated ; but in^ those bigoted countries' 
the solitary reformers were utterly extirpated by fire and** 
sword. 

• In Eqgknd, during the shovt reign df Edward VI. the 
son and successor of Henry, the reformation made a rapiif 
jKoigr^ss, under the fostei>ing influence of archbishop Crapmerj, 
and the pi^otector Somerset, althotigh (1 mentlbn it xrhit 
grief) the protesiant prelate unfeeHngly persecuted to thef 
stake, the German anabaptists, who fled into Eng^fan^ 
frmm the devastation of ^^ me rustic war'\ 

I>urrng this interval of tranquillity began the first i^chisnr 
i« the church of England, which eventually gave rise to 
the denomination of Furitans, an epithet of reproach that 
^as applied to those persons of tender conscience, who with' 
Hooper, a pious and learned dt^ne that lately returned 
fwoux Zurich, refused to offieiate at tb^i ancient altars, tor 

mak^ the ^ign of the cross, to in^e^^ themselves withc 

... ^ 

^ By a $t«tute of th» 65d) of HeMf Vill. it is ^acted» ^ That th(e ttibl^ 
siiall aot be t%94- if) ai^y pbvt^h7'' a^id tJ^ prohitptipry doioiaient parti^uM 
larizes, with whimsical asperity, *• That no women or artificers, apprentic^^ 
journeymen, serving, men, husbajfidn^en, or labourers^ shall read the New 
Testament in- English.* — Buji a hundred years: earlijer an interdict had been 
fhlminated hy H^nry V. tfoe eoif^oi^for of-Agil^iooui^, << T&at whoever thejj 
iK.ere tlia( sti^vlii read th^ scriptupei ip tf^ inotiyer. ton^ie, they jskkwild liiiu 
fieit lands, catel, UiV^dsodey fr^ou their hevres (or^veri^.SD^'So be cpny 
d'empned (to thp fla^nes) for ^eretv)Le$ to QQ9,,ei>eniie9 to the ciowne, an4 
iju>st errant traitors 10 ihclande.^ ' ' 
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the symbolic; garments of the papistical priesthood. Hooper 
permitted bis scruples to melt away^ in tbe sunshine of 
royal favour^ and compromised with conformity by suffer- 
ing himself to be coq^ecrated bishop of Gloucester in a 
square cap« a igpArlet hood, and a linen rochet, provided 
he might be suffered to preach in private, in the sober 
habit of a christian minister. But the more zealous refor-r 
i^ers, such as Latimer, Covcrdale, Taylor, Philpo4; and 
Bradford, would not be persuaded to put on tbe popish 
vestments; and when in the next reign the venerable Cran- 
mer was hiipself degraded from his episcopal dignity, 
he cast a, smile of contempt upon the antichristian orna- 
ipents, of which he was spitefully disrobed. The dispute 
(signi^cant or insignificant) was blown away for the pre- 
sent by a rising blast, which involved the disputants in one 
^ommon danger. 

King Edward dying i^t the age of sixteen, he was suc- 
ceeded by his eIde3C sister, the daughter of Catherine of 
j^rragouj^ eipphatic£|lly styled the bloody Mary, because in a 
reign of no more than five years, she caused to be burned at 
tjne st^ke two. hundred and seventy-seven persons (among 
whom were fifty-five women and four children) in a vaia 
^tt^mpi ^p r^sitcire the realm of England to the supremacy 
qif the pope. 

In the year 1558, the fiery zealot was succeeded fa^ queeii 
j^llzabetl^, in whose long and prosperous reign, the church 
of Ec^land was too firmly established to be shaken by tbe 
aecjcet or open cs^lholicism of her successors of the hou^e of 
Stuart, though a protestant historian must notice with ^«-^ 
gret, that Elizabeth instead of prosecuting tbe reformationi 
^jifter the example and intentions of her royal brother, con« 
ceiy:e4 that the pious Edward had already gone toa far in 
stripping religion of her ornaments, being herself disposed to 
retain the use of crucifixes, lighted tapers and instrumental 
^jusic, ^s well as the sacerdotal vestments, which contribute 
^o the pomp and splendour with which that aspiring prin-. 
cess delighted to invest the throne. It is even suggested, 
that thQ ^^. virgin queen" would have forbidden tbe mar- 
riage of the clergy, if her secretary, Cecil, had not interposed 
in their behalf. 

l^he zeaklousi professors! who had escaped from the Marian 
persecutiqu, by ^itndrawiQg into foreign countries, and 
who now returned in great numbers from Frankfprr, Stras- 
b^urgh, B^sil, Zurich and Geneva, were naturally offended 
by the retrograde motions of the national establishment. 
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And after iheff«ctaal attempts to promote the reformation iti- 
the bosom of the chilrcn> they finally separated tbem<» 
selves from her commQnion> for the liberty of discharging 
their christian duty^ according to their own ideas of gospel 
order and religious obligation; 

The dissenting congregations now suffered t^ersecntiott 
from the national churchy which had succ^eeaed to the 
power and wealth of the abrogated system. But it* m«st 
not be forgotten that cruelty wms the vice of the age. Cle-^ 
rical synods were not likely to shake off intolerance^ whilst 
courts of justice (at Paris as well as at London) accredited 
prosecutions for sorcery and witchcraft ; and if the theoioc 
gians of Edinburgh and G^neva> groped their way among 
the mazes of election and reprobation^ contemporary astro^ 
logers prognosticated events from the aspect of the heavensi 
and alchemists perceived in the combinatidn of metals the 
phantom of the philosopher's stone. 

Among the dissenters of great Britain ''successively^ 
arose the presbyterians^ the baptists^ and the quakers^ ( scorn* 
fully so called in Bngland, though better known in America 
by the characteristic epithet of friends) each of whom en^ 
^eavoured " in turn*' to advance upon their predecessors^ 
in reducing the christian discipline and worship to the per- 
fect standard of primitive simplicity^ 

In anew worlds on the western side bi^the Atlantic^ the 
heterogeneous alliance between church and state^ has 
been at length abolished. The elective government of the 
United States, unfettered, by the shackles of prescriptiony 
disclaims all right of interference in matters of conscience. 
From New IJatnpshire to Georgia, the various professors 
of Christianity (whether catholic or protestant) have relin- 
quished exclusive pretensions for mutual forbearance; and 
their various modifications, like the flowers of a parterre, 
contribute to the embellishment of '' the garden of the 
Lord.'' 

For the unexpected length of these historical sketches of 
the corruption of Christianity, and the rise and progress of 
the reformation, I shall inake no apology ; for the events of 
christian history siiice the days of the apostles^ are too little 
known in America, and they can hardly fail to excite tha 
curiosity^ if not the sensibility of every professor of lfa€ 
christian faith. 

I have drawn the '^ earlier" facts, from Mosheim's Eccle- 
siastical History, and the " latter" from Neal's History of* 
the Puritans* But it was not to be expected that a " youtbf.. 
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&)Mayareti'^ should' take up riie «pectacles*of a '^ lAitberatt 
fTokiasot, or a puritan divine :'^ and it will j[)e easily ^perceived 
tbst I have <!Mtemplated tbem throa^ a diffiereut B»ediiiiD> 
and placed them irn asolhec point of light. 

I have compared ray leading authorities with the histories 
wf iifae reforti&atibn^ the writings of the fathers^ and the in- 
flpired prodocbioDS'df the tpjtophets and evangelists ; and I 
eaa scarcely refrain from closing the eveotfnl nari^tive with 
tbesingularcoinoidences of prophetic asticipation wt%h bis- 
tosiieal fact. 

''.In the days iot which kmg$y* ^aid iDaniel, interpreting 
ihe dream that troubled the apkit oS the king oiF Babylon^ 
^^ sbail the Ood of heaven set up a kingdom^ ^hat «haU 
never be destroyed.''— -'' I saw/' said John, ^^ a wmn«n 
drrayed in purple and sctolet colouf, and decked 'W^ •pearls 
^and precious stones, having in her hand •« 'golden cup, and 
upon her forehead names of blasphemy ; and sitting upoB 
l^even iDOuntains> in that city mhichrdgneih over the 'kingf of 
4he eatth." 

But 1 forbear the invidious application^ since the beck cf 
-jNTopfaecy has been sealed tts with seven seals, frixn the piy- 
jng researches of propbane curiosity; aad 1 shall O0B<Auae 
^tfa a remark which must 'be obvious to every reader, that 
the long duration of the papal ^lierarchy, 'so clearly f>re- 
^dieted; and acoamtdjr described, ih the Gospels, the l^is- 
rtles, and the Revelations, is a pj^oofof\he divine a^boritf 
'.of the New Testament, no less irrefragable'thah the'esistence 
of the Jews is of th^ of the Old, ^^ sifted," as ahe )>fOphiit 
ikmos, had foretold, ^ amosgall -ftations as' cora is sifted in a 



sieve." 



The chronology of both thi8se miraculous cfrcumstanoes 
in the history of mankind, however they l>ave been enve- 
loped in .the mantle of time, may yet be corrohocated at 
Home by eKisiing^monuments of doora/antiqutt^y. The bas- 
reliefs of the arch of Titus (ihe prince that was to destr&y ike 
eity 'tend' the sanctuaiy) have preserved the figure ^<tbe well 
known vessels of tlie Jewish Temple, e^er^moetheHieetnU' 
'iiofi^f the Hdly 'City; and the jrude mosaios'of :tfae churdi 
 of Santa Macifa Maggidre demonstrate the corrnptidn ef 
rOhristiaDJty at an 'age so remote frdm fthdtof the pioteataat 
•>pr6fessbn8, as to give ample scope for thetzvehe^koBdnd 
and sixty years of intermediate desolation, foreseen alike bj 
"Battieflheipropliety and John thV divine. 



P 



i 181 J 



>♦ 



LETTER XXf, 



»HE LIFB OP Pits VHE SIXTH. 

iZm-FTER rQlix% with a rod ofiroD during a period of a 
thousand years, if we reckon from the donatioa of Charier 
magne; oftwelve hundred, if from the privileges granted by 
Phocas; of fifi!^n» if we ascend :to ihe conversion of Con- 
stantine, the papal chair has been swept from the Vatican 
ibj an imiptioti of modern Goths j and if since the deposition 
and decease of Pius the sixth, whose portrait occupied the 
4ast vacancy hn the papal gallery which suraiontitg ihe 
nolonnades of St. Pauls with the beads of two hundred and 
-sixty sHccessorS'Of^t. Peter, another Pius has been allowed 
.to reassume tbe^name and honours of the papacy, the feeble 
^representative cf the ancient popes mu^t submit to hold. his 
idoubtful elevation, during the pleasure of a foreign dictator, 
at the expense of the dismemberment of tlierecc'lestasliedl 
state, which has left to the titular pope little more of power 
or revenue than falls to the share of the princely bishops of 
Saltzburg or Mayence. The unfortunate Braschi may be 
considered as the last of the. long drawn dynasty that i»he- 
;rited the temporal as well as the spintiial crown, so absurdlv 
derived -from the fisherman of Galilee; and the eventful file 
of Pius the sixth may be read with additional interest, 
as that of the last imperial pontiff of the see. of Rome. 

On the demise of Clement XHI. Francesco Lorenzo Gan- 
^anelli had been elected to the p^pal chair, through dje 
influence of the two courts of Madrid and VersaiUes. 'TBe 
' house of Bourbon had then lately expelled the Jesuits frob 
their dominions, and the abolition of the prescribexi fratep 
- nity had been made a condition of the election of Clemeiit 
the fourteenth. In 1773, the new pope accordingly sub- 
scribed, with a trembling hand, the famous bull which pro- 
nounced the extinction of the brotherhood. Clement hesi- 
tated to the last, aod finally put lus name to the fatal instru- 
ment with these memop^le words, the ^keenestpepruach that 
has ever 4>een Uttered against the pretefldefl €0«panions of 
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Jesus : '* i know that I am about to sign my own death war^ 
rant.— 6ut it does not signify.— The die is cast.'' The phi* 
losophic Ganganelli was accordingly removed by poison 
before the end 6f another year. 

After the u$ual intrigues of the sacred college, which 
perplexed the assembled fathers from September till Febru- 
ary, Clement XIV. was succeeded by John Angelo Braschi^ 
who was born at Cesena in 1717. Upon the new pope*s 
assuming the appellation of Pius the sixth, the omen 
was thought unfavourable, and the people of Rome recol- 
lected with superstitious apprehensions, a Latin pentametor, 
which bad been applied in the disastrous days of the sixth 
Alexanders 

Semper sub Sextis perdita Rotoa fait.* 

Pius the sixth was excessively vain. To the two winds, 
the modest coat of arms of his ancestors, he added an eagle, 
fleur$ de lU and stars. These splendid insignia were after- 
ward ostentatiously affixed, not only to all the monuments 
that he ertected himself, but to all others v^hich he either 
altered or repaired. A circumstance of puerile gratification, 
.which must have cost the ecclesiastical state some hundred 
thousands of crowns. The people revenged themselves upoB 
their sovereign in a Latin distich : 

Jledde aquilam Iraperio Francoram lilia regi 
Sidera redde polo cstera Braschi tua.f 

Pius had once been abbot of Subiaco, which was a suffi* 
cient reason for decorating that monastery with a palace, a 
church, and a library, of princely magnificence. At the 
expence cf 1,600,000 crowns he after ward^constructed the 
sacristy of St. Peter's, that nothing might be wanting to the 
splendour of the clerical functions in the cathedral of the 
Soman world. He enriched the museum of the Vatican 
With innumerable objects of art; he called the enlarged 
collection by his own name ; and upon every piece of sculp- 
ture which he had acquired himself, he ordered these words 
to be engraven in letters of gold : 

MUKIFICESTIA Tit Sfi*Tt* 

* The Sixes are sinister at Rorae« 
t Yield the eagle to the empire^ the lilies to the crown. 
The stare to the firinameot—tUe pu£& are all thy own* 
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But the munificence of the prince impoverished the people, 
and they parodied with infamy the favourite inscription.* 
His long pontificate was itself a grievance, which neither the 
members of the sacred college nor the people of Rome 
could forgive. These had long waited for the chances of 
another election, and those were impatient for the arnus* 
ing ceremonies of a papal funeral and a pontifical ordi* 
nation, which liad scarcely ever before been so enhanced by 
rarity. 

Of all the eoterprizes of Pius the sixth, the most useful 
was the attempt to drain the Pontine Marshes, though the 
expences incurred by it exhausted the papal treasury, and 
provoked the impatience of the people of liome. The Via 
Appia, a road so called from having been constructed by 
Appius Claudius the censor, three centuries before the 
Christian lera, led directly across these marshes, whose 
pestiferous exhalation is supplied by two rivers, which bear 
to this day the identical names that were given them by the 
ancient Romans. A hundred and fifty years after tbecon- 
structioe of this road, Cornelius Cethegus, the consul, under* 
took to drain the marshes ; but attempted it in vain. 
Augustus succeeded a hundred years later by cutting along 
the Appian Way a canal suf&ciently deep and wide for the 
purposes of inland navigation. It was upon this canal that 
the Poet Horace embarked when he went to Brundusium. 
on the journey which be has so humorously described in 
the fifth satire of his first book. But time and nature had 
long since resumed their rights, when Boniface VIIL Martin 
V. Lico X. and Sixtus V. renewed the labours of antiquity ; 
and the names of Rio Martina SinA Fuime Sisto stiM direct 
the eye of observation to the particular operations of the 
respective poiitiflTs. The supine successors of these enter- 
prizing prelates suflfered their works to go to ruiu/; and when 
Pius the sixth succeeded to the papal chair, the Pontine 
xnarshes had again become totally impassable. Pius began 
his operations by clearing awaj^ the accumulated rubbish of 
two thousand years, which discovered again the original 
pavement of the Appian Way, marked with the narrow- 
traces of the ancient cars. He then raised the surface several 
feet higher, called it the Via Pia, planned a city in the 

^ Xhe bread of Rorae is pa^de up ii^^ittle rolU called pagnotti, which are 
$iold at a fixed rate, and made larger oV less according to the pric^ of flour* 
3E>urin<; a time of scarcity, a very Httle pagnotta was put into the haud oiP 
Fas(]iuin, and under it appeared the well knuwu inscriptioilk: 

Mvjiif JcnrTU FxrssxTi. 



ipidfti of tlie timrshesy and 4ag a broad canal from the eane? 
way to the Mediterranean, to drain the imwholesooie bog* of 
lift foperfluoiis moistore* But the sarface of the marsh was 
BOW discovered to be lower than that of the sea ; lepeatedr 
Hraadattonfi overwhelmed the unfinished works; after the 
labour of twelve jears the Pontine marshea stiil rematiKd s 
peBtilential morass; and the expensive and successless nn- 
4ertakiQ£ became -a proverb for money thrown away. Son9 
cndate cule Paludi Pontine.* The works had been uader-t 
udienand paid for by the apostolic chamber (such is the 
singular style of the paf^al esebeqnef) and tbe^ immaense 
Sfoms appropriated to thetni were^ as usual, abandoned with- 
out restriction to clerical rapacity and official embe^e^ 
ntnt. 

in the superannuated court of Rooie^ the place of the 
favourites and mistresses of other sovereigns was generally 
filled by the nephews of the popes, a scions evil to the ecde^ 
siastical state^ since temporal despots can dbmiss their 
minions at pleasure, whilst family priiie insures the eon** 
atancy of papal favouritism* In former ages the popes 
i>epbew8 had it in their power to enridi themselves, at leisnrei 
by means of the pins tribttte which tbeit flowed from every 
fmt of £uropeinto the treasury of their doting uoclet But 
sinee their source has gradually, dried arway^ it has beeo only 
by oppressing their immediate subjects, that the popes have 
been able to indulge the extravaganee of nepotism, Unfoi^ 
tnnately for himself and his flock,- Pius the eixtb had a 
sister, wbo^e two soria bore their father's iiame (Onesti) till 
assumins; that of the exalted suecessor of Ae humble fidber^ 
inan of the lake of Gennesaret, he raised one of them to the 
purplt^ and the other to a dukedom. The duke wasufteit 
ward married (so skilful are the childless popes in creating 
papal families) to tbt daughter of that Signora FalcoDieri, 
who wan said to have been his uncle's mistress in the days of 
bis noviciate. ... 

But noaeof the imprudencies of Piufe the sixth h«d a 
»ore immediate tendency to. degrade the papacy than bis 
jjiurney to Vienna in 178^, upon isbe hopeless errand to 
^^ssaade the emperor Joseph from proseeuting^ his pfcilo* 
^>|*i*ir<^ms.. Yet was thie sovereign poatiffi weak enough 
to be flattered by the adulation of the people, and deceived 
S * ^57^'y.''^ ^he prince. On^^th^road the pipu$ 
.9raschi|.aid fiis d^volipns to our lady of l4>retto^ eaib«ce4 

* It ia gpi» tn tlie.f^t)itie m«Bhea» 
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his own family at Cesena, and received with hi$ 
dignity the compliments of count ZamJbeccari on behalf of 
his catholic master Charles III. A\ Imola a similar depQt»>» 
tiou saluted his holiness from the king of Sardinia; but ihn 
dcTout duke of Parma attended in persoot embvaced ibt 
sacred slipper^ and returned in peace. The universal eii|^« 
ness to behold the head of the chureh, now bordered upott 
phrenzy. On' the banks of the Po^he Veneliaii BuoentorOt 
And a multitude of the faithful^ kpatientiy awaited riie 
successor of St. Peter. Acelaiming crowds conducted- hita 
in triumph to the Island of Cbiozza^ where in sight of th« 
glittering turrets of the queen oftheseas, the holy father 
was complimented by a deputation from the doge (a prisoner 
«f stare, who can never quit Venice wiltiout ^Hrfehing hii 
dignity) attended by such a press of barcjues and gondolas, 
that It wa^ scarcely possible to advance. He disembarked 
at Melgara upon a Turkey carpet, and- was received at 
Mestre by all the nobility of the environs, assembled ta 
crave a blessing as he passed. On entering' Austria the 
pious Germans flocked aromd the ghostly father with a miifx^ 
ture of curiosity and veneration scarcely tbbe satisfied with- 
out ^' touching the hem of his garmeot/' Joseph himself 
and his brother Maximilian came out to meet the pontiff,- 
on his approach to the capital of the empire.^ The emperoc 
seated the pope in his own carriage; and the nffectionatel 
pair entered Vienna together, amidst united akxriamations 
of lo^'alty and devotion. A month or two passed away \n 
the empty reciprocation of homage and etiquette^ and mag-f 
nificent presents were given and received by the spiritual 
and temporal pageants of the .hoty Rc»man empire. Yet 
JPius gained nothing by his &q>ensive. parade^ but yke suspen- 
sion of an oath of allegiance, which had been required «f 
the clergy, and. the privilege of prescribing some insignifi<» 
cant monastic regulations, The pontijBT returned through 
Munich and Augsburg^ where he obtained without difficulty 
from the precise professors of the LutherJEtn confession, that 
homage as sovereign, which they would have deemed it 
impious to allow hinl as pope, when the equivcK^al poten-i 
tate re-entered Italy the lucid surface of the Adige reflected, 
the illumination of the palaces on its bauks, and Venice 
bad deferred for his entertainment the annual ceremony ii 
equally pompous and absurd, of espousins the Adriatic with 
a ring aqd a scourge. But the pride of the imperial poptiff 
was more nobly gratified, when he waved the apostolic bei^e^ 
diction over thousands of il^e faithful, wtu> prcstri^ted the^^^ 
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9elTe9 at bb foet in the amphitheatre of Verona* o^ie of ihe 
liobleat moauBieats of aatiqaity t^t )ias sorvivec) ibe ravaget 
49f time. . 

• \Pfae retaming soirereiga Was received at Rastie with the 
f itigiiig of belk^ aad ^ring of caiKMi ; but those anc^rtaia 
il4teation9 e£puWic rejoictog were ^sufficient to drovn tiM 
fsomplaiots of bts/subjeotty who were tbeo suffering upder 4 
scarcitj of proviaiona^ occiiftionefcl, by the profusioD^ada mis^ 
management of their ecclesiastical governors. Tbe sboiei 
l^f tbe Adriatic prodnoed almost tpontaneoosly jeora, wine) 
and oil, (be pecaliat produclioos of the land of promise ; but 
m^ tkt ooasts of the Medit^^aoeaa not a twentieth past of 
Iha toil tras ia a state of cultiYftioa. Tbe goFernmeDt 
hoDgbt op the cropa at iti own price, forbiddiag |he expor* 
taftipn i^f com, by an e^t eijmuy impolitic and unjust, foi 
l^oeatiQsal permissions were granted without reserve 10 eorjcl) 
partipniar favourites; whilst tbe articles of wool ai^ silk 
were chiefly^ aent abroad, inslead of famishing aoEiploy asd 
emolument by being tnaHufactureA st home* Cattle 
browgbt to market were rated at a Iqw price, wd oil was ex^ 
^lu^fivj&ly moiiop6li^ed by the popea' nepbews. Every thiag 
in short that was prodaced by the bounty of ii^tore in the 
eccleiiaslicai state Was brought for sale to Rome, and tbere 
tbe price of it was ftxed by the department of La Grascioi 
by wbf cb it was afterward retaiied to the people at advanced 
^tes. At ^ bead of the department of sobsislenee was a 

5 refect, who was pm'tieularly charged with the victa||l"Dg of 
lome $ but the re$uU of tbe means paMifd to favoiab the 
pepple of Roinfe with provisions, wa« %scaveity of meatj 
bread, .and oil ; and the several establishments cbaigedwuth 
tbe mana^ment- of tbefe eaerratiog monopolies were 
4iretted with so little addrese^ .that the result did not enrich 
^e stat^i while it impoverisoed the aiibject. Tbe ordinary 
revenue^ of the eccle|ias)ical (tale were estimated at two 
pillion^ and a half of Romian 4:rowas <ltttle di&ring i^ 
V&lU^ from tbe MexifSin dollar eurreiit in the Umted States) 
pf whicb tl^e territorial tncoaife might alone have been made 
io prpnduce SOOfiOOi, but it scarcely yifslded 450^, iosOten* 
fipQ i^nd rapapity s^^llowed np the rest. 

The supine adfla|ni^^tion was no less destitute of energy 
for tbe prot|9ottbn of properly and the rfpression of pnmes^ 
fhaii pf intelli^tlce for the eii^eouragemept of indufttyand 
pm manMemant of finance. During tbf^ eleyen years of 
plett^^qi XII|. ^P>PPQ m'nrders are said to iKiVe been con^- 
mitte^ i^ the eeclettiastlpal lUte, 400Qof wbicii had been 
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perpettuted in the capital^ for it iwls ther€l one <>f the pfcrcK* 
gatives of greatneto to be s»rro«iided trith unpunbh^d^ 
assassins. Yet amidst all this relaa^tton, the J^irs of Rome/' 
to the ntimbef of 1^^000^ were4>bl4g^ to ^eatr «p<Hi %heif ^ 
heads a badge of infiamy ; they wer^ forbidden iifid^r 
penalty of the gaities to approach the sacfcd convent <>/ 
the Annunciation ; and they Were bound ori pairl of death tcP 
be witiiia the Qhfetto or«lewi8h quarter ^a scanty precinct^ 
little better than the conlineaient c^f k dungeon) an hour 
ailber sun-set. Ift a ntoKe barbarofis ag€f the ^nfbrtiinalief 
poBterity of Abraham had been obliged to run foot-rac^a" 
during the carnmly for thedivertion ofthe Ohristian popn^ 
kice ; add they were fctiH reqwred^, to the number of SCXJ 
•t a time to attend a lecture every Sabbath-day^ 'in whitb a 
Domiaiean fmr exho>rted tbent^ in maledictioas^ and wooed 
diem to tbe baaom olMhe cburofa^ *With threats of hefl M^l 
damnation. . -.* 

Joseph the second was not now the only refractory sori 
of thechurch. Attempts had bcfen madef by the' most chris-* 
tiao and most, catholic kings to abridge the privileges of ttia 
tJapacT, and even the' most faithful dynasty of PdrtugjS 
Ve^anr to conceive ideas 6f ecclesiastiCarreform^ which were 
<m>y postponed by the premature decease 6f the princi of 
39raisil> the heir apparent of the realaa. l*he interests of th^ 
papal see were no longer supported in the courts of pririges^ 
»y the intrigues ofthej^suits^; tod the progress of philpso- 
»phy, having confuted the errors of prejudice, w'a« pr ocieed- 
mg to' implicate the aiitiquatcd daitrid of prescriptiQi?* 
Siootberitig at ease in the arms of iadulgencei the superior 
clcr^ 8<*arcely deemed it necessary to affect tbfe sembfi^ntes 
of {Seal; itntedraHty was known to prevail in secret tin dejr 
the marfcof deVotton> and even the dignitaries of the ch;irch 
no longer forbore to ridiciile in private, the functions, which 
they were' obliged to perform in public with aipparept solem- 
fiitri 'Undter ailthej^e citicottidtanc^i of evil omen the anos- 
tolic' tihattiber * becatne overburdened with debt. 

So khg i^A' ai' the year 1585 Sixtus V. had borrowed 
1O/>8O,0WOT tfdwbs, one-h{<lf of which heb^d laid up in 
•the cattle of 'Si. Ansete zi ^ reserve for critical emergen- ^ 

rtc«. i*he -puSliii debt had increased, tinder each of hU 
tucce«sor»f ejteep^ing' 'the temperate Ganganel I i. Iri thje ; 

day^ of Pids the' siitfi>' the ^nual expeaditure exceeded £^ 
tecerpis by some hutrdred'^hdusatids of erowns. To provrOe 
for the excess^ the imprudent pontiff had recourse to the 



iacrifiee^t^e Leg atrti n e piofiiioes of Bologita imd FerrBta^ 
the finest paitttii^B^ tbe aosi bcaatsAil'StstiMhi of the Mmeiini 
Fttftn €^aieiiuiNiin> and a eoocribiicioo in mcmey of 
ISJOOOfiOX Public prayers^ AaoktgiTlrig^ and prox^atma^ 
liont aonouooed at once the deU?emncis and. ibe ntceMitks 
of the ttate. Tbe con tribiition must he taised viAoat 4iAny* 
Tbe obsolete depodit of Siatot V. was now bn^en ap. Tho 
eiei^j wene roqutred to deliver all tbe Tessek of gold and 
aiiver with wbteb they «oo«id possibly. dispense> and the 
hiity were invited to send iato ihe tfieasary tbesr super* 
iaoaa plate* On this occasion, prince l>oraa Paniie 
pvesemod a donation that was valaed athidf a «ntlliom 
• Bat i rhott MSleUtsewe was teeeived at Roam that Bona- 
]iarte liad heen oMiped to rmse the siege of Maotoa^ Ifae 
pope precipitately dispatohed a legate to lesaoie possession 
of Ferram ; F«eaeh cttiaens were i^ia insottm in the 
streets of Rone ; and the sapevamiaated Zelada, otlabie to 
brook any longer Ike irregaUMrfties he feond it iaipossible to 
iiefi*raio> resigned hia o&oe to Caidinal Basca^ wbo was 
destined to accelerale rather thim retard the nim oS the 
papacy. 

A neweomislory was mow saasmoovd 10 egEamiae tbecon- 
ditidns t^f peace p i oy aof tt ded by the Ffencb directtary^ and 
rejected ihein as inadmissible* I^reparations srere ssade for 
war, wbi(^ heigh«ened Ibe diseoatent of tbe people. The 
coin was depreetated by aedaciag its Jiominal vuLae .onei* 
fourth. The veaminio^ platr was' called for* Tbe fanners 
were obliged to sell thehr com at a redticad price aod take 
tedole at par^ diough the depreeiated 'mediaiA ^was siAjject 
to adiscottot of fifty per qent* A civic gnaTdAoas-orgaaized, 
of which the senator Reezonico was noaiiinfiiited general- 
issimo, and the princes Aldobraodinf/Gabrielli^aad Justini- 
ani accepted in the militia the retdc cff ooloftidSi while; 4ha 
eoDStRi^ Golonna equipped at his own expettce a regiment 
^ infantry > and tbe banker Torioata airoopof horse. On 
ibe €tb or Jannary 1797) were consecrated in 6t* Peter's 
^nrch the ookrars of the several corps which were now 
•ready to take tbe field. They were embroidered with a 
eross^ in imitation of the Laburum of Constantino^ and the 
«s^cred talisman was accompanied with the well known in-* 
iN^riptflon ** In hoc«igno vinces.** "Go!*' cried the fWnatiecifl 
monks, who were -commissioned to pronounce tbe papal 'be«< 
iiedictioo, '* knitate yonr ancestors^ and conquer tbe 'ani-' 
•Ter«€,'* 
- * The year l79Q'had terminated with tbe^rapid -successes of 
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tbe intaders of Italj. Efirly in 17]S9» fn>to heiid qnuttrs 
at M^goBf the imperioin repabltcan •ckelared tbat tile 
^miitiea was broken by the pope's negleotinj^ to answer Ae 
paet&€ overtures which bad been «m^ to him from Mihin* 
Oo^aparte acaordin^ly invaded the ecclesiaslieal static *tte 
possessed himself wiiiioat difBeitltj of La Roma^a^ the 
quchy ofUpbino^ and the marqaisate of Ancooa^ paid a vi^t 
of depredation to our lady of ijoretto, add wrote to Cardinal 
Mattel^ whom he personally kaew, that he- would tarrv fite 
da^ at Foltgno^ to give his master an opportunity of cTepre* 
eating the vengeance of the republic; Hisemmence was 
DoQimissioned to repair to the victor witiioot delay, and 
reifirned with new conditions of politiciil penance. The 
pope was now to^pay the republic ^trty-one raillibnb, tofur- 
Pfsb the army with I6OO oorses^ to leave Romagnn free^ 
and to receive a French garrison at Ancona. Whrlst this 
hnmiUaling negoeiation pended iu uncertainty rH was in 
-confusion at Kome« The ghostly sovereign himself was 
prepariDg to retii^ to Naples^ and leave the people to their 
fate. 

Th^ portentous interval of uncertainty Was thus wasting 
aivny in torpid irresoluti€ii|> when Joseph Bonaparte^ bnv 
ther to the general^ arrived from Paris as minister pleni- 
poten^ary irom the redoubtable republic. The first days of 
the miDisterlii receptioO had been spent in pompous enter* 
taitiqients and idle altercations^ when a popular commotion 
took place in the streets^ and the infsurgents took shelter in 
thfe palace of the ambassadtor^ the paiazzo Corsini^ in the 
subovb of Transtevere. 

It was on the !28th of December 1797, a few days after 
the preceding events that the papal troops no lon^r able ta 
restrain their indignation at the sight of the insurgefits, 
braving them with impunity in the palace of the republic; 
forcibly violated the privileged asylum to arrest the dis- 
iorbers of the public peace. The honour of the Frendi 
aokbassador would not permit him to remain a quiet speci 
tatorof such an events whether his principles were impli* 
cated in it or not. He appeared at a beieooy^ but strove in 
vaiki to be heard^ while general Duphor, a member of- hta 
household^ in attempting to repel the rioters^ fell a victim tp 
th^if rage. The pope was indisposed. The cardinal secre*- 
faiy' WHS wholly unacquainted with what had happened, and 
^uch was the snpineness of clerical administration, that it was 
two hours after the sinister event, before anv public notice 
F^s taken of the affair^ fourteen had »ic|>irea before ^fficIsA 



i¥iW5 ^V^ made, upon iW spot, ibsritig that \xiitnA the 
^ft^jgor of the cardii^l secretary had beeoi aroused by a letter 
JrofB th? ambassador to acquaint him with his deteriainiition 
to quit immediately the inhospitable ciiy, and to demand of 
faim 4)ie necessary passports, Th^ brother of Bonaparte 
ivas at length ia Tain solicited^ to r^maiin at Rome. He 
depaited the next morning for Florence^ from whence he 
tJp^osmitted to the directory an irritating narrative of the 
tti^pardonable . event. The enraged ambassador conde- 
scended however to .charge himself with a dispatch for the 
marquis Massioii^ the pone's lajqister.^t Paris (9f a family 
that claims descent from the. Fabii-Maximi of antiqaity) in 
which cardinal Doria, the. minister who- steered with feehk 
hands the barque of St. Peter^ when the shattered bull 
was ingulphedby the revolt; tignary jwhirlpooi.. declared 
himselfwith '^ the meekness of a, primitive apostle/' desir« 
PUS to paake any satisfaction that should be demanded for 
.tl)^ unfortunate affair^ which he could neitber fQresee nor 
prevent. 

But no reparation from the weak could appease the resent- 
ittentof the strong.^^The fable of the Wolf and the Iamb 
wasto berealiaed^ and tbepl^aof tilca/ujciVjf was disallowed 
by the thirst of rapine* The armies, of the republic in the 
Cisalpine did pot wait for orders, to take exemplary ven- 
geance on the helplessness of Rome. They marchea with- 
<Mit delay for the banks of the Tiber^ and general Berthier 
had already taken the command of the forces^ collected at 
Ancona, on the 25th of January. Only retarded by the 
snows of the Apennines the general of the republic advanced^ 
without resistance, to the very gates qf Rome> preceded by 
a manifesto^ in the usual style of military policy, c^ering 
peace to one party^ on condition of '^ .assisting to extermi^ 
nate the other.^ 

Emboldened by these assurances, on the 15th of Febrqary 
1798, th6 malcontents assembled in the ^* Campo Vaccino, 
,the forum which had teemed with Scipios and Caesarsj pro- 
claimed Rome independent of its clerical sovereign, and 
planted, v^ithout opposition, the tree of liberty in the soil 
of the capital. At noon a deputation of patriots was sent to 

Seneral Berthier to acquaint him with the revolution which 
ad been so easily effected; and the same evening, preceded 
by martial music, surrounded by staff officers, and followed 
by a troop of horse, the republican commander traversed 
amidst an innumerable multitude the Piazza del Popolo^ aad 
bj tb^ Strada del Corso^ ascended the hill of the ciipitoili 



whi^re he apostrophised the inaoes of the Cuto^s, the Qratiis% 
and the Pompey'si promised to re«*edify the altar of Roi^iia 
fi^dom, and returned in triumph to his eKpectiofl[ 
irbops* ' 

In the mean time the asts^nished members of the sacre^ 
Go) legt; assembled^ in silence and soli tude^ in the echoing 
Te^tibttles, and airy hatls^ which they had been accustomea 
to asoepd^ omidst opeBtiig crowds^ obsequious to the rustle 
of imperial nobes. in this parting interview^ tn which Piut 
bade farewell^ '^ a long farewell to all his greatness/' he it 
said to have retained the majesty of misfortupe^ whilst the 
adulatory brotherhood knelt once more before the throne of 
their aspiration, saluted each other with the. kiss of 
peace ; and withdrew to seek their safety, in concealment or 
in flight. 

A provisional govern meui was soon established^ which 
subsisted under difierent modificatioas till the directory 
thought proper to abandon their eonquest« The remaining 
cardinals were obliged to quit Rome, and leave their effects 
behind ihem at the mercy of the conquerors. Some of the 
despairing fathers withdrew to Naples, others to Milan, 
Bologna, Florence, but the greatest number of them took 
refuge in the Venetian territories ; where Chiaramonti ^v$ 
elected, on the decease of Pius the sixth, to .re-occupy the. 
abdicftted chair. The pope's nephews, the cardinal,^ i^nd 
the duke, were stripped ot their ilUgotten wealth, without 
mercy or commiseration; and the pontiff hin^self was soon 
informed that the public safety required his absence frotn 
the territories of the new republic. 

Pius submitted without a murmur to the decree t^at 
exiled him from the theatre of pomp ai|d power, of intrigue. 
and apprehension ; but he is said to have^shed tears in secr^it^ 
over tne splendid museum, which it hsid been the pride of ^is 
heart to denominate and enrich. 

The venerable priest was first conducted to Sienna, where 
he was lodged in the convemt of St. Barbara ; but he was 
soon afterward removed to Florence, that he might be under 
the eye of the minister of the French republic. The totter- 
inggrand duke saluted the falling pontijff with tears of svm- ^ 

Eathetio apprehension, and assignied for the residence ot thf 
oly father a oarthusiao monastery, in the vicinity of his 
capital. 
' in this situa^on the exiled sovereign is 9^x4 to hav^ still 
indalg€Nl bis peculiar relj&h for a luxurious table^ nd evra 
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the gusto of bis personal vanUyi which could yet be gratified 
with a flattering portrait of bis florid a^e. 

But when be was suniuioDed to Pans to swell the triumph 
of the unchristian directory *oveMhe religious establishiiieat» 
of antiquity; and was happily detained by their sudden 
downfall in the city of Valence, whose crumbling' battle- 
ments reminded him of his own decay^ the mortified prelate 
renounced all hope of restoration to the seat of spiritual 
empire/ and contented himself in the society, of the arch- 
Bishop of Corinth, and a few devoted attendants, who daily 
wheeled his armed chair into an open balcony, to receive 
the liomage of the faithful, and scatter a parting beoedictioa 
over his dispersed flock. 



LETTER XXII. 



^fOUBNEY TO NAPLES. 

▼ ▼E quitted Rome about sun-rise, in the cara?an of the 
Procacbe, a line of stage coaches which runs between Rome 
and Naples, under the protection of both governments, and 
is therefore often preferred to a private carriage, for feat 
of robbers, with whom the frontiers of the ecclesiastical 
state and the kingdom of Naples are openly infested. We 
formed a train ofsix clumsy coaches and a baggage waggon, 
and several private coaches fell into our rear ^o take the 
benefit of protection from the military escort, which is mutu-* 
ally exchanged upon the frontiers. : 

The charge for this lingering conveyance includes lodging 
itfid supper, while on the road, which prevents imposition 
smd spares you the trouble of shifting for yourself; a material 
accommodation to travellers not acquaiuted with the lan- 
guage^ and usages of the country. 

We drove over the deserted plains of the Campauiar 
hv the ruins of temples and aqueducts, to the slopes of 
Iirescati, gayly ornamented with tlie summer. rejareats of 
princes (ind cai'dinals. 

On the road was no throng of business, bespeaking the 
neighbourhood of ^a capital. ^ xfo car|8 ^or waggons were to 
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be seen loaded with bales of merchandise^ or sacks bf.grain. 
A {)easant driving an ass^ with a pannier of herbage^ wes 
the only modern object upon tjie everlasting pavement cf 
the Appian way. , ' 

Not far from these is the lake of Albano^ supposed to^ be 
the crater of an extinct volcano, seven or eight miles in cir- 
cumference, the outlet of which, called the " Emissario**, i 
tunnel cut through a mountain, one of the most stupen^ 
ous^works of the ancient Romans, is said to have been cpm* 
pleted^dtiring the siege of Veil, at the instigation of the 
Delphic Oracle. It is three feet and a half wide, six bigfej 
and two miles long; and it still answers the purpose»for 
which it was constructed, four hundred yeais betore the 
christian sera. , ... 

We did not reach Veletri till sometime after night, and were 
then meanly entertained, it being a meagre day, (a circuiur 
stance of which Italian innkeepers always avail themselves) 
and still worse lodged, though in a large town, but twenty 
miles from Rome, celebrated for the birth of Augustus, au% 
and the residence of Nerva. 

Next morning we entered on the Pontine marshes, the 
draining of whicn had baffled the cQuncils of the emperor$# 
of the labours of one of whom (Nerva) we saw a proof,' in,a 
Roman milestone, which had been set up again on the new 
road. It is inscribed with the same numerical letters now 
in use, I think they were (XXXV.) to mark the thirty-fifth 
mile from the city of Rome. '' Egressum", says Horac<?, 
describing the same road. 

Egcessum magna m« accepit Arlria Rom^ 
Hospitio raodico^. 

The travellers fare is still moderate on this journey, and 
he that sleeps upon the road may yet exclaim with the ^oet: 



'MtAi calices raaceque palustrds 



Avertunt somnos t. 

Toward evening we reached Terracina, where, in ancient 
days on the white rocks of .Anxur, there stood a temple 
erected by the consul PosjthumiuSy upon a design of Vitru* 
vius Pollio, and dedicated to Jupiter. Its lofty pediment 

* " Learing imperial Rome my course I steer 
''To poor Ariria aad its- moderate cbeer/' fraiUsUi 

f ^* The fenny frogs with croaking^. hoarse and deep, 

^< And gnats loud buzzing drive away our sleep." ibid. 
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was loa^ an object for the tows of distressed marioerif, 
Upon the Mediterranean ; as is still the dome of our lady of 
lioretto^ upon the Adriatic Gulpb. 

The viciiHty eithibits a luxuriant display of the produc* 
ticns of an Italian climate. As we skirted a bay of the sea, 
the waves breaking furiously upon the beach> we admired 
^ line hills^ round the foot of which the road gradually 
^inds. Their sloping sides are covered with myrtles^ bays, 
palm-tree% and aloes^ under which sheep and goats browse 
delicioiisly among flowering shrubs. 

On entering the Neapolitan dominions, at the Torre de 
Confini^ onr passports were demanded by the guards and we 
wcTK amused with the foreign air which had been cast upoa 
bur names. Beneath a cardinal's hat of the old cut, orna* 
nented with strings and taksels, was ^^ Permit," 8cc. " Don 
Gniseppe S^-^^— , con sua Sposa, Donna Viola, without let 
or moieAation, quietly to pass,'' tec. &c. 

As we ^approached Fundi, we were struck with the sight 

tP an orange i^rove, the first that we had seen in the opea 
elds, ^itterin^ with green and gold. Cork trees alsQ 
abound in this district, and retain their leaves all winter. 

t^undi still retains the character given of its inhabitants 
by Crcero^ who was afterwards murdered in this very neigh* 
t>ourhood ; and they terrified \m as they lined the streets, ip 
!dle throngs, wkh the suspicious concealment of their tat- 
tered cloaSs and downcast looks. 

The savages of the neighbouring coast, were the Lestri- 
D;one8, or fnen eaters, <lescri bed by Homer; who, like th^ 
modern furies ^of the coast of Cornwall, make a prey of 
shipwrecked mariners. 

Mola ^i Gaeto is a fishing town, beautifully situated at 
the bottom of a delightful bay; but the neighbourhood 
swarms with ink&bttants^ who seem content with indoJence, 
amidst poverty and dkt. 

H6re we had like to have been detained all day by a 
heavy fall of rain, which b«d rendered the Oatigliano, the 
silent Liris of the poets, and the boutnJaTy of ancient Latinm^ 
a furious torrent. 

After dinner, while we were waiting the return of a niessen* 
gp^/ ^fc^ h«* <>een sent to see whether it was possible to 
vnm the river, a youth of the party, who had been bred in 
Franoe, befrui^d the tedious moments by thrumming his 

fuitar to the tune of a complMnentary " oh^ison^', which 
e poUMj addressed Sq ^' aadane'' : for in Italy we speak 
iTrench, aud pass without scruple for citi«eus de Ja Rgpub^ 
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lique Fragaise ; though I believe we «re generdiy liken for 

a sort of " emigre's, or ci-devanu. 

When we rose from table, a walk was proposed, to Borgo 
diJGaeta, a fortified town that was takea by Charles V. whea 
he ravaged Italy. 

In the citadel of this fortress the skeleton of Bourbon, 
the constable of France, who deserted the standard of his 
royal master, and afterward perfshed in the act of scaling 
the walls of Rome, was long preserved in an open press, 
for the amusement of idle curiosity ; leaving, as was said 
of the ferocious Swede, 

a Dome at which the world grew pale. 



To point a moral or adorn a tale*. 

But we were soon overtaken by our returning meMtaiger^ 
who brought us word that the ferry was practicable; and 
we willingly relinquished an excursion that would have coa« 
6ned us tor the night in the dark and dirty apartments ot 
an Italian inn, to whose disgusting accommodatioDs for 
nocturnal repose, English travellers frequently prefer dos« 
ing the night away in their carriages. 

We were surprised to find the dreaded river not wilier 
at its mouth than Rancocas creek, the nnnoiiced current that 

fours its tributary stream into the Delaware, ten miles above 
*hilade1phia, and a hundred and thirty from the sea. Bui 
we had sufficient cause to be alarmed before we got over 
the muddy torrent, in a leaky scow, so ^ikwardly manaced 
by descendants of the ancient Romans, or tbeir galtaot 
neighbours the people of Tarentum, that we were in greiat 
danger of breaking loose, and driving out to sea. 

At St. Aga^e, or traocolesi, the caravan was roused at 
midnight to make up for the delay, and we might have tra- 
velled till daylight without much apprehension, if tbeguanl 
had not been doubled to conduct us as fer as Capua, a 
modern town, not far from the ancient cityjn which tba 
troops of Hannibal debauched themselves with the iiun- 
ries of Italy* ^ 

This is not more than twenty miles from the capital^ ancl 
^e interval is a continued vineyard, interspersed witii fieldt 
of grain and orchards of olive tiees. - 

We entered the town towaid evening, and after baviiig 
been sometime delayed at the dogana, w;e v^ected tkr 
lodgings to whtcli our vettorino conducted ua^ under pse*. 

 Milton, 
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fence that he could not' find the hotel for which we had a 
card; but we were ourselves refxised in turn^ at two or three 
other places^ and were at last glad to take shelter for the 
night in an obscure lodging-house near the port. 



LETTER XXIIL 



DESCBIFTION OF NAPLES — THE BAY— THE FALACE Ot 

CASBRTA. 

xVbOUT the origin of Naples, in Italian Napoli, I shall say 
bat little, because little is certainly known, though it is 
fondly ascribed to Hercules; to a wandring Argonaut; to 
Grecian colonies from Athens and Chulcis. 

Bat the Phcenicians, the circumnavigators of antiquity, 
called it Parthenope, from its delightful situation ; aud 
Augustus save it tne namd of Meapolis, which it retains 
witn so little variation in the modern languages of Europe. 

The beautiful bay, wbrch is supposed to be the finest in 
the world, unless nvelled by that of New York, or excelled 
by that of Constantinople, is indeed a glorious semicircle, 
ten or fifteen miles diameter, crowned by the domes o(' 
Naples, and surmounted with castles and convents, tipou 
the si^mmits of the adiacent hills^ White houses and cheer- 
ful villages encircle the transparent waves, and at a distance 
the promontorv of Misenum, and the inland of Capri, res- 
train the turbulence of the Mediterranean. 

On the right, toward the chain of hills, through which 
bas been scooped the subterraneous passage of Pausillipo; 
a delightful walk skirts the shores of the bay, in the centre 
0f which has lately been placed the astonishing gronpe 
called the Tauro Farnese, which represents Ampnion and 
Zethus tying their mother to the horns of a wild bull, in 
order to throw her with it into the sea. It originally stood 
in the baths of Caracalla, and is mentioned by Pliny in the 
thirty-sixth book of his Natural History. 

Within a vineyard, at the entrance of the grotto, is the 
Imputed tomb of Virgil, a misshapen pile, not unlike an 
oven. It was formeriv however overshadowed with ever- 
greens; but the French (those moaopolissers of laurels) are 
faid to have gathered them all. 



SWfTZ£llL^Nl> AND ITALY. 1^9 

iTbe passage pf Pausillipoj a work of unknown antiquity^ 
u veryvdark> notwithstanding its great height, and .a breadth 
which will admit of three or four carriages at a time. At 
the end of a quarter of a mile you pass a little chaj^l 
cat into the rock, in which, by the lignt of a glimmering 
taper, a reverend hermit collects a scanty pittance from 
the devout^ to support a life of perpetual penance and ab- 
straction. There 



Not to him returns 



Day, or the sweet approach of ev'h or mom ;- 
But cloud instead, and eTer-duriug dark 
Surrounds him*. 

He has the satisfaction, however, of considering himself^ 
as the tutelar saint of the place, whose auspices protect the 
traveller from robbery and murder. The recluse gives his 
blessing, as farthings drop into his box,. and you are soon» 
cheered with a glimpse of returnioig daylight, which ap- 
pears at first sight like a brilliant star. The 'light distends 
itself as you advance, and you emerge frpm the gloom of 
midnight into the splendour of meridian day. 

A strait road, through continued vineyards, leads you 
to the shores of Baia, where t^e first object that strikes the' 
eye is the town of Puzzuoli, decayed since the age of the 
apostles, from a great city, in which St. Paul preached on 
his arrivisil from Malta. A stupendous mole yet stretches 
into the foaming ocean, with gigantic strides ; and theruixisf 
of an amphitheatre still bespeak its ancient population. 
Bejrond these interesting objeuts^ skirting the bay to the 
pirojecting, promontory, may be traced the vestiges of an- 
cient villas^ the favourite retreats of Pompey and Cicero, 
withdrawing from the cares of state, to the studies of phiio* 
aophy ; or the infamous resort of Nero or Lucullusy for ibe 
gi;atification of gluttony and licentiousness. ^ , 

Some of those ruins are now covered by the. waves of 
the bay, and others are converted into stables and wine 
cellars ; but several temples yet remain, partially dilapidated, 
together with a portal of Cuma (once a noble city, though 
novv totally deserted) and the Piscina Mirabilis, a vaulted, 
reservoir of sufficient capacity to supply the Roman fleets^ 
wbea they rendezvoused at Misenoim. 

I^ot i^r distant is the care where the Cumean Sibyl uttered 

» Miltw. 
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her oraclesy and predicted^ says St: Jerome^ fbe birth of 
Cbr'tst. The riter StyXj and the Stygian lake of VirgH^ the 
^anks of which were bis Elysian fields. The vapoar baths, 
the water of which will boil an egg in a few mtniites. The 
Solfaterra, where alum vitriol and sal-ammoniac ane extracted 
from, the volcanic sobttances within the crater of this extin- 
guished Tolcano. The Orotta del Cane, whose mephitic 
vaponr is fatal to animal life, and will extingnish a lighted 
torch. The Pisciarelli, a rivulet of boiling water, issuing 
firom the cone of the Solfaterra, strongly impregnated with 
alum and \itriol, the latter of which preponderates to such 
a degree as to produce ink whea mixed with galls. The 
cnUor of another extinguished volcano, four or five miles 
ronnd,'which has been walled in for a royal park, and is well 
stocked with stags and boars. 

Scipio Africanus, when accused of peculation b^ an act 
of ingratitude, perhaps characteristic of republican jealousy, 
(since the temperate Washington has been charged with 
official profusion) retired to t^ neighbouring coast,^ where 
the poetEunius amused his voluntary solitude, and Seneca, 
the tieatben moralist, long afterward defended his memory 
from contemporary injustice.* 

On the other side of this beautiful bay> five miles from 
Naples, IS Mount Vesuvius, the celebrated volcano that has 
alternately vomited fire and smoke, ever since the earliest 
notices of history or tradition. 

At Naples, for the first time in a European capita}, I have 
been unable to procure agreeable lodgine;s, those opening 
upon the water being so crowded that I couTd meet with none 
vacant to niy mind. 

' Determined however to be within sight of the bay, I 
once engaged a suit of rooms near the Castello, ofwhicb we 
took possession in the morning, but were before night so 
heartily tired of the clanking of galley slaves frequently 

{>assjng by i«4ronsfrom the castle, and so terrified with the 
bneliness of our apartment, within call of nothing^ hue the 
very dregs of the Neapolitan populace, that we gladly paid 

* ^ In ifBa Scipionis viUa haic scribo adoratis i^anibos ^us ft sepulcbro. 
AooniliB quidem eras in coelum exquo erat redliase pefttiadeo mibi 
obffr<(iaai auderacionepi piotatcmque mf^is in iUo acfmirabileiii earn 
Keliquit patriam auani cum defeaditf (I wnce, witb veneratfon, ia that, 
veij villa frcun vhich, I do^bt tio^ iha f^ of Scipio retarued to his aarive 
slfy, h iieroiHore to l>e admired when he relinquished his couotrj, tbmn 
when he defended it.) 
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-Ibe forfeit of ft vniekH nivaiica^ nd retosoed agaia iQ Ibe 
evening te> out old lodgings. 

Bxeeptiag the great hotels upon the Chiaia, of which Eng- 
lish travellers are ao SobA, the delightful borders of the most 
beautiful bay la the world ape onTy hibabited by fiahermoa 
and lassaiafoae. 

The latter nay be seen soBning thenitelves in crovfU, 
U0der the very wiadows of the royal palace, vhere this 
.c^pchaDtiQg promenade begins, and its wnole length is ior 
feated with beggars that lie basking in tbe sua, many of 
whom exhibit their deformities in a manner too offensive 
to be described. Of some shocking figures I should gladly 
discharge my wonnded memory, but the impression la inr 
dfhble. 

In the middle of a square that fronts the Opera, defence- 
less, OQ the very edge of the full drive of hurry and dissipa^ 
tioo, 1 have seen adults lie roaring in the mud, half naked, 
•and whole families of children left sprawling upon a litter 
of straw, to attract the notice of passengers by their continual 
criesb * 

But here as well as elsewhere in European capitals, tbe 
jrieli and great whirl rapidly by in their coaches, and leave 
the importunities of beggars to be felt and relieved by the 
humbler classes of society. 

I am satisfied that moffe objects of this deamption might 
be picked up in the streets of Naples than could be niKh 
liished by all the hospitals in tJhe United States, though 
eleemosynary institutions are by no means wanting at 
Naples. But police is here a court sinecaie, and 
the funds of hospitals are managed by peasa^ned g^ 
pernors. 

Caserta, the Neapolitan rival ^ Versailles, is situated ia 
the Campagna Felice, sixteen miles from the capital, a 
distance the Prince Royal makes qothin^ of driving at all 
hours of day or night, preceded by halt a dozen running 
ibotmen, the first we have seen, this inhuman appendage 
of royal or noble ostentation being now every where else e»- 
pldded. I say the prince, because the king has not yet wear 
tured to return from Sicily, whither he withdrew on the 
rumour of the arrival ofthe French. 

The palace may indeed be compared to the piroud resi- 

^nce of Lewis XIV. in point of size, being an oblong 

square, seven hundred feet long, and five or six hundred wide. 

It is divided by intermediate ranges into four courts* In the 
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centre is an open rettibule, in which his Sicilian majesty 
alights under cover^ at the foot of a stair-case sixty feet by 
ninety^ which lands him by double flights uponv the level 
^f the state apartments in an octagonal saloon ninety feet 
diameter^ which is divided by eight marble columns into a 
circle and sorroonding gallery. On one side is the tedious 
string of anti-chambers, leading by due degrees into halls of 
audience, presence chambers, and state bed rodms, with 
cabinets, wardrobes, and waiting rooms, without number ; 
on another the comfortable range of private apartments, 
adapted to domestic convenience; on a third the splendid 
chapel, not inferior in size or decoration to that of Ver- 
sailles, 

But Caserta wants the gallery, that was painted by Le 
Brnn, with the victories ot Lewis, and the brilliant water- 
Works which distinguish Versailles from all the palaces upon 
earth, 

A superb aqueduct brings a rivulet of the Apennines to 
anpply the reservoirs of Caserta. In the course of nine 
leagues it pierces through iive different spurs of the mountain, 
and flows at a great height over intermediate valiies. 

Caserta is not yet finished, and probably never will be, 
though It has been in .band for half a century, as the situa- 
tion IS so flat as to be incapable of modern decoration ; and 
bis present majesty takes more pleasure in the neighbouring 
mansion-house of Santa Leuce, where he fimuses him*! 
self with supeVintendiog a manufactory of silks and 
gauzes. 

^ Returning late from Gaserta we drove through the throng 
lof the Strada di Tpledq by torch-ligt^t, expecting every 
mommi to run over the noisy crowd, which filling the 
f treet firom side to side opens on the approach of a carriage, 
and closes up again the moment it has passed with incredibly 
alertness* 

At Naples every thing is done in the street. There mer- 
chanls buy and sell. 'I hefe tradesmen ply their tqols, the 
blacksmith shoes bis borse, 4ind the cobler heel-taps hi^ 
customer. There loungers ride, or walk, or saunter to kill 
time, or take the ^ir. There dinners an4 suppers are cooked 
and eaten, nay, such tractable finim^ls as swine an;] bullocks 
are struck or k-nodked on the bead, jn the less freqn^qtec^ 
streets^ .where many a lazzaroi^e piake^ his bed upon th^ 
smoothest $toqe be can find, 

Ji Is ^aid there ^t§ forty thousand of these idle vagrants 
ffj^t Uv9 in the streets M^ithout any stationary tome. an(| 
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tlire^ or fear times the niimber^ a groat above begfl;ary, 
cH-o^'d the a venoes of Naples from morning tiH night* With 
them the sovereign good is to do notbingi and they onljT 
work as much as is necessary to keep themseives from starv" 
ing. A sup of Maccaroni> and a handful of roasted ches«. 
nuts^ will satisfy the cravings of hunger^ without resource to 
experiments ; and accordingly a cargo of potatoes was lately 
thrown overboard in the harbour^ the good people of Naplea 
Vfoiild not take them as a gift. 

Upon the road to Portici^ and the neighbouring villages^ 
one-horse calashes are kept for hire> by ragged drivers^ and 
so many of these are often seen driving furiously at once, 
with two, three, four, and even iive lazy raggamumns hang* 
ing on at a time, that I have seen whole streets look as if 
they were flying away with rags. 

llie air of Naples, between the autumnal rains ^nd the 
summer-heats, is perhaps the purest upon earth. It is 
perceptibly invigorating, and may account for, though it 
cannot excpse, the licentiousness of the Neapolitans, which 
seems as if it might be imbibed from the surrounding atmo* 
sphere, springing with elasticity. 

Well might Koger Aschamsay, in the homely phrase* 

ology of his age, ^^ I take gpying thither^ and living there, 

for a yonge gentleman that doth not goe under the kepe 

.and garde of such amanne as both by wisdom can, and by 

aiithoritie dare rewle him, to be marvellous dangerous/' 

The public amusements of Naples are accordniely various 
and splendid. The Opera house is said to exceleven that 
of Paris, and the musical entertainments at the churches are 
performed in the grandest style. 

Dramatic enthusiasts declare that the theatre of San 
Carlo would be, when illuminated, the most imposing scene 
in the world, if the size of the buildin^» and the noise of the 
spectators, did not prevent both voices and instruments 
from being distinctly heard. Such is at Naples the rage of 
dissipation that it is common to receive company in the 
boxes, t<» take ices, and other refreshments, and even to sup 
and to play at cards. • The dancers only command the eyes 
and ears of an Italian audience. 

The Opera girls keep their chariots upon the wages of 

{irostituiion, and the carnival of Naples makes up4n disso- 
uteness any thing it may want in parade, when compared to 
those of Rome and Venice. 

To see the people indulging themselves in every kind 
of licentiousness^ in which tne clergy, and even th^ monlni 
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of Nsplrs^ opcnlv partake^ yon mcM «oi diimk ihey 
wove ivitbin team •£ an open Tokaa^i, .whick coidd 
fvwcp tfatm 4^1 ia a tpoa»enl ffom the f<Me ^ tkeeartb. 
Bal die popvlaor «f i}afk« posms a iran^uilliBnig fakby 
«akiiDWii to protestaat comaivnities. They can dfclegale 
their Kves and ibrluites to the care of Saa GemaarOj «ecaic 
in tke watciifal protectiaci of the sauit. He ki Malkwed 
apoD a bridge betiveen tiie tova wmi the aaoQaiaaa, wberebe 
extends his right hand to stay tlie luooas volcanoy with a 
leak that leeoM totfaRatett k for idariffg to ^btarb tbe good 
fifople of Naples, the wordiy objects of bis peciiUar I'avoor. 
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XJ£TT£R XXIV^. 

VESXJVTtJS — ^BEBCr^AN'EUM— 'POmpETl. 

V fiSUViUS i^inee we Yi&re been in its aeigtybonHioad has 
otHy rolled oxtt "roltrmes of iiHioke, ^emetimm graceMly 
mountiag rnto the air, sometmies lowering a'beHt the crater, 
according to the state of the atmosphere, and the directioa 
of the wind. There has been no Aame ^lace the eruptroa 
of V7Q4,^ though tktt mouataiH 4ias been oftm tiioaght to 
threaten. 

A day or tti'O ago 'tre rambled Bfp its sides, as far aa tbe 
foot of the cooe. They exhrbittbe most mgutar oooapast 
of barretrttess and feiiriity, according ijo the cowse of the 
torrents of lava, tbe rntervab bei«ween ^nbich are eew KLWiJ 
with cbesnnt-treesand rineyards, from wM(^ are made tba 
luscious wines called the LaefarymaC^risti sod Maseade); 

At the top of the ascent, where you are sii?I a m'A^ mi a 
half from tbe crsrter, there was befbre tbe iws«i>teotion a 
convent of monies, Where refresh itrents cnolA be priEPCwed; 
^ut it i^ now deserted, and the weary risi'tantmuet^e^nieiit 
hrnrse^f \«^hh tbe etrchanting prospect which ^rows ^be^ay 
of Naples, witil its chies nnfd Hs islands, its hills *aaditi 
vaTlie^, at once at his feet, bordered with a sparr4iltag ieasi* 
eh%le in tlie open sea/ terminating every evesiag with tbe 
indescribable glories of an Itabam ^y. 

We approached the crater, a* bill of asbes ^ad ^(»anRce 
stones in tbe shape of a cone, bsflf a bhIc in ^dtam^tcnr, aiNl 

*-Ottr author is here under a slight mistake; be has probably ^aevsr beard 
4f the eruption which took place in November 1804, at the time Sotaebue 
was atli^aples; and'which is So iatevestingly described ia the fourth Volame 
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fi«e hundred feet high^ oeair^feough to hear the ^ncat pot 
boil; the contitiual btibblifi^ ^f the U^vld lava prodae^ 
iiu^a aound that exactly re&enaubl^ihe boiltngof a cauyron* 
ottfc «8 this conical hill caaooi be MxemSed wkboat ex* 
oemve fatigue^ fvom ftinkiag ererj .step half leg deep ia 
asihes^ hot' enough to seorcib a pair f>f boota ; aed as we had 
had an account of the present aitiiauoi! of the moaih of the 
crater fsom m French genideiiyaQ who had deaoeaded into it 
the daj befoise, we suffierfid citiinsi^ te press ns no fof* 
ther« and AHiriu»ed ontselires with tracing across tkut ftth* 
jacent country the various currents of lavm with which 
fertile Vallies have been desolated, and flourishing ckies 
oyerw^Kued. 

. Toward Midsimaier IT^di^ VesaviMs had eeaaed to Tomit 
Qiitber £re or smoke* a dReaunstanee which generally ppe^ 
Images an eruption; and at half past three o'clock on the 
marking ^f the 13th of Jiily, the inibabitaffiU of the foot of 
theomantaiA wevesuddeniy alaRHMed twhh a shocks like thai 
,ci ao .edrlkh()aake« This terrifyiAg stroke was ibiice re* 
peated^ and itbe people immediately :fled into their ^nrdews^ 
where they passed the jewBainifei: of the ni^ght iga •anarions^ft* 
pectatJQSL 

N^t osonaing nothing .was to he seen at Nafks hut 
penitential .processions of meu, vmmevi, and 'Chiddf^y 
walking barefbot io the cathedral^ to imploie the protection 
of San Uennaro. 

For the next three dnjs the weather waa tempvstuoQS) and 
the air loaded with ir^tiitiia^ wilh which, together w^tth clonda 
of aahcv^ ii was^sQcnetimes superaaturall'y darkened ;4Mad dut^ 
ing this lieiadfic internal several slighter shocks wave felt, 
attended with rumbling noises^ like distant thuoder'i w»hea 
afaoBt two o'clock on the morning of the ]t7th ^er^ 
was heard an esplosion so loud and long, ' thnt it ^couUL 
only he compared to a continQal-diaeiiafgeol^ heavy cannon ; 
and a toraeoi lof flanatng Inva waa aeen to borst from tho 
wwalem aidie of the .crater, and pour down the sides of the 
nsiaantasain variooB^directioRs* 

The.pciiiekal^tBcatn,.BJiiiie in width, btnt its destf nc^ive ^ 
course toward Torre del Greco, a town of fifteen ^r twesiy 
thanii jinA people^ eonniated upon the bay, tea miles from 
JKaplos, mid fi vefnMn the craiier of Vesuviua. 

Acc^anan Df.denae.smokn how-asce^Mled horn the orMtee, 
isi;ihe shape of acjrti»der> aut«f wbtch^daf ted in^every ifir^e* 
tioi^ immense stones in a state of ignition^ producing fhe 
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effect of forked lighlniDgs^ as they were impelled^ witfa irre« 
sustible violence^ to a distaoce of several miles. 

The fiery lava swept every thing before it^ and in less 
than three hours overwnelmed Torre del Greco^ and tumbled 
into the sea with a horrible explosion^ of which some idea 
may be formed from the violent effects produced by the con- 
tact of water with red-hot iron. 

The sea hissed with a noise like that of the sharpest thun- 
der, and the lava, curling itself up, as if sensible to the touch 
of the adverse element^ mstantly petrified into uodescribable- 
, crimps and jags. 

The vivid reflection of tliis fiery torrent illuminated the 
city of Naples till the dawn of day, and the furious concus- 
sion of the jarring elements continued all the next morning, 
and raised a ragged mole in the bay a quarter of a mile 
square. 

This dreadful explosion had been awfully preceded by 
a sudden flow of the sea, probably occasioned by the 
impetuous rush that would naturally follow an abrupt 
absorption of its waters in the cavities of the mountain, 
which are supposed to run under the bed of the bay. 

Such an accident would have been sufficient to cause 
the instantaneous eiection of the liquid fire then boiling in 
the bowels ot the voJciino, by whose fearful contact the tre- 
mendous thunder with whicn it was accompanied might well 
have been produced. 

The surface of the boiling liquid gradually hardened as it 
cooled, about the mouth of the orifice, from which it had 
issued, and soon formed n crust of pumice aiid lava over the 
unfathomable pit, through the interstices of which the crater 
has continued to smoke ever since. 

The French gentleman before mentioned, in company 
with two or three other inquisitive foreigners, actually 
descended to this false bottom, and examined the smoking 
crannies of the {>latform that conceals the boiling gulph, 
whilst their trembling guides protested against their presump- 
tion, and on their kness invoked St. Anthony, the catholic 
' guardian against fire, for the preservation of their adventur- 
ous charge. 

Our fellow traveller brought away with him a lar^ lamp 
of cristallized salts, that he had himself picked out. 
of the principal orifice, the air of which, fuming from 
beneath a volcanic rock, was hot enough to singe his 
hair. 
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Torre del Greco now exhibits ^n appearance little les^ 
curious than Herculaneum or Pompeii. Many of the houses 
were soon excavated^ and others rebuilt upon the sam^ spot, 
though the lava continued warm in some places for several 
yearsy and his Sicilian majesty had offered the inhabitants as 
much ground in another place^ to induce them to rebuild the 
town in a less dangerous situation. 

The ashes of this or some former eruption are said to have 
been blown as far as Constantinople, to the great terror of 
the superstitious Turks; and it is certain that a month befoKc 
the memorable one I have just described, while Vesuvius 
was disgorging stones and hre at its ancient vomitory, a 
dense cloud was seen at Radicofani, coming from the 
south-east, the direction of Vesuvius (two hundred miles 
distant) from which there fell a shower of ashes and volcanic 
stones. 

Daring an eruption which took place in the year 1538, a 
new hill arose in the vicinity, to the height of 600 feet ^ and 
many of the mountains between Rome and Naples are said 
to discover traces of a similar origin. 

The eruption which overwhelmed Hercojaneum, and 
Pompeii, occurred in the 79th year of the Christian a^ra, and 
is described by Pliny antl other ancient authors. 

Since then several other eruptions have taken place, in 
ages that produced no Historians to preserve their memory/ 
as appears by the various laminae which have been formed 
pne upon another over the site of Herculaneum. 

Pliny, and other ancient authors, speak of this as a great 
and flourishing city, and the Alexandrian chronicle men- 
tions its having been built sixty years before the siege of 
Troy. Pion Cassius thus describes its destruction, which 
happened in the month of August. ** An incredible quantitj 
of cinders filled the air, and covered the earth and the sea^ 
suffocating man and beast, the birds in the air, and the fish 
in the bay. The showers of ashes entirely buried two 
cities, while their inhabitants were seated in the theatres, 
and cinders were carried by the wind as far as the coast of 
Egypt." 

Another town arose upon the site of Herculaneum, since 
called Portici, and now the summer residence of his Sicilian 
majesty, whose inhabitants had long forgotten the tradition 
nary tale, when a peasant, sinking a wen in the year VIX^, 
jcame across several blocks of marble. These being wi^n ted 
for t^e composition of stucco> for a palace then building 
Id ^he neighbourhood b^ the prince d£l Bpeuf^ hi* high** 
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Bfss pvrcliatdd <rf tke pmaofit H right to stiirch Tor oaore^ and 
in to doing retlorcd to Itgbt a gtatute of Hercules »ad anp 
•tber of Cleopatra. 

This ftueceas iDdnccd bim to prodooe with ardoorj when 
aeven Roman vestal% and forty-eigbt alabaatef coIanaiMi, 
wore tbe reward of his labour* 

Sach acquisitions were yiewed by ' the adfoinistratioa 
with a jealoaa tje, and the prince was eoomiafided to 
desiil. 

It was Bot till the year 1750, when Don Carlos beeame 
king of Naplta^ and purchased tlie newly erected paiace^ ibm 
tbe subterranean city was discoTered^ under the royal direc- 
tion^ together with tbe bed of a river ^hich bad once run 
Ihrovgb it* 

A temple of Jupiter was soon cleared out^ and tbe aJBphi- 
theatre completely excavated. 

Great niinibers of statues, painiirigs> and ancient utensils, 
were now discovered, and carefully deposited in tbe DDuseuia 
M)i Portici ; yet tb« nnmber of workmen eosployed by the 
crown was gradually reduced, and the excavations have been 
Sott^ siince totally discontinued. 

Ifae most considerable edifice discovered daring this 
interval was a ^mmn^or rectangular court, two hundred feet 
lOng^ encompassed with porticos^ It was paved with marblcj 
woA adorned with paintings. 

In tbe grand entrance, composed of five arcades^ were as 
many equestrian statues, two of which are now preserved ia 
the vestibule of the palace.* 

At the <»pDosite end, upon an elevation of three steps, was 
a slaU i r •/ vei^paaiaii, between two sitting figures^ in cunile 
diairs. 

This superb fomm was connected with two temples by ad* 
^Btng toiontiades. 

Tfaa (My of Hercnbmnm has be^ buried hy sneeessive 
ahow^rsof ashee, and floods of lava, to the depth of sixty or 
eighlj feet» Its subterrinean excavations can ifaerefora 
Only be seen by the light of flambeaux^ which must be held 
up to the dripping walls to display the fresco painting, and 
dedicatory inscriptions, srfaich in mosty ca^mes^ M ever 

* THefle mM ths oaly ^quefitriati statues which have y^ Una discofttHMl^ 

ia auurble« One of them was inscribed ; 

M, ]f«NM lC..r. BALtoS FX. PaO. CM. StRCULAKENSC*. 

^MaM) by Ihe {Ve^^ af Hen^nKneoitt, to MArco#, Nvniu^, BalbaSj 
9i M«ic«s, prScorator Sod yroawBQ)^ 
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hidden^ from the face of day^ preserve for modern eyes 
the obsolete language of ancient Rome. 

Pompeii on the contrary, an inland town on the other 
side of the mountain^ having only been covered by a fall 
of ashes fifteen or twenty feet deep> the removal of which 
has again exposed the buried streets and houses to theopea 
air, exhibits to the astonished eye the entire skeleton of a 
departed city, whose solitary passages one ventures to tread 
with a surprise mixed witii horror, like that which it in« 
spired by the idea of an apparition rising from the dead; 

In the suburbs of the town are seen the soldiers' quarters, 
with Roman names and obscene figures scratched upon th^ 
vails, two thousand years ago, in the very style of a tao* 
def n guard-house ; the platform and proscenia of twp 
theatres, from which we may presume the Roman legiqns 
to have been no less addicted to tb^eir public shews, than 
the French troops ujow are to tlieir ^' spectacles ;" and an 
fsntire plan of a Temple of Isis, with the coenabulum, ia 
which were foond the bones of some fish, the slaughter* 
house, with the very ring to which the struggling victim 
was attached, and the channel by which the blood was con^ 
¥eyed away^ the corner into which the priests squeezed them 
selves when they spoke for tlie oracular statue, and the se- 
cret stairs by which they went up into the *' Sanetmm 
Sanctorum.'^ ^ 

Here were" foond candelabras, sacrificial instruments^ 
and human skeletons, probaUy those of wie&ts, deprecat?- 
ing the vengeance of their gods at the tiaie of ihk erup-^^ 
tioo. 

In the ^ttard-ho<ise> iron stocks were found, wi<li skele^ 
tons standuig in them, and you «ae still shewn the 4mpFe««- 
nion of a flyiag foot which had stt»k in yielding la^a. 

FroiOEi the suburb you cross a vioey^jM^d to the town Usetf, 
through the principal street of which I'uns the f)avemeat 
of the Appian Way. 

On descending to the ancient saifaee, you behoJd two 
narpow streets, diverging obtiquely from a f)ublic fouatain. 

Ti^e pavement, vfom into «ms by the wheels (^ ancient 
ears, and the footways, raised as fhey now afe in ^g* 
iish and American ^owns once sullied with the litter of 
eontifiuail passengers, now appear bleached by wind and rain. 

Neither of these streets is more than fifteen feet in vwdtb, 
and the carriage way is not above ten, yet tb^re was room 
enough for two of the ancient C9X» to pass at a timt^ tba 
tracks of which are but four feet asunder. 

swiTzaaxAKO. d d 
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YoD contemplate with serious reflections, rows of hoases, 
now unr(>ofed and sHent as the grave, once.' the cheerful 
habitations of Roman citizens; and as you pass along by 
^le gaping doors and windows; you perceive the stain of 
a heated cup on the front slab of a tavern, and the inde- 
cent emblem of licentiousness over the entrance of a 
brothel. 

. On entering into some of the houses you still read 
upon th^ir thresholds, in large letters, wrought in black 
and white mosaic, of which all the floors, are constructed, 
the ''salve" that welcomed the guests of antiquity ; and 
perceive upon the walls, by the help of a little, water to 
freshen the coloiirs, the ornamental devices of ancient in* 
genuity. 

The finest specimens, however, are nothing more than 
small sketches of figures or landscapes, with Arabesque 
borders, representing for instance,^ Venus attired by the 
Graces ; Cupid playing on the tibia ; a danping Bacchante; 
fighting Gladiators; a temple ; an altar, with a cock, for a 
sacrifice to iBsculapius; a Roman villa ^ fish $ game; 
ilowers, 8cc. 

The houses are generally very small, N^et some of them 
are built round a court, which had a fountain in tht 
^)iddle« 

The windows were mostly closed with wooden shutters, 
yet some few of them had glass in them, which was. not 
perfectly transparent, and others were shaded with isin- 
glass split into thin plates. 

In one of the houses were found chirurgical instruments, 
and manuscript rolls ; the utensils now used by soap boil- 
ers were found in another^ In one of the courts was the 
iron-work of a calash, which must have been exactly like 
those now us^d at Naples, though the modern Neapolitans 
have forgotten the use of footways. 

Passing through 'the main street to the walls of the 
town you see beyond the bouses a court, containing a broad 
flat stone for the burning of the dead, round which are 
«till seen upon the wall enormous masks of '< terra cotta/' 
with mournful countenances. 

:, Here also are several family tombs, one of which is iiv- 
scribed with ihe name' of its founder, and the laconic ia- 
cription^ 

SiBI ET SUIS.* 

For liim and his. 
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Farther on i^ a semicircular bench for repose or conver- 
sation ; and a sentry box for the city guard remains just 
within the town gate. 

Another cleared spot in the neighbourhood exhibits a 
complete specimen of a^i ancient villa.' 

The whole plan of the house, its out-houses,' its gardens, 
and its fish pond may be accurately traced : the kitchen 
and^the barii- house are almost entire, with their boilers and 
tunnels, yet fit for use, and the cellars ^till contain earthen 
jars with wine encrusted to ashes. 

From the principal floor of this villa, a terrace projects 
on each side, under which runs a gallery, and other apart-^ 
nients for summer residence, im one of which was found 
the skeleton of the master, with tjie house-key and a purse 
pf gold. 

Pompeii appears to have l^een itself chiefly built and 
aod paved with lava. It was not buried so deep but that 
the battlements of the houses remained above the surface, 
and pointed by their crumbling pinnacles to the sceae of 
destruction : yet it was not till the year 1750 that it Was 
thought worth while to search into the ruins, when the 
parts above described were easily cleared of the loose soil> 
with which they had been so long concealed, and displayed ' 
the shocking spectacle of those who had been buriea afive 
in burning cind^sT 

Skeleions were found heaped together in the houses and 
in the streets, and the untasted food of the suffocated inha- 
bitants was still discernible lipon their tables. 

At the royal palace of Portici, are preserved the inria^ 
merable objects of curiosity, which have b^en drawn from 
Hercuhneum and Pompeii. 

They are arranged in long strings of rooms paved witfi 
ancient mosaics, ornamented with ancient frescos; snd fui 
nished with every article of domestic utility, knowti to thle 
Romans. In one of them are seen the culinary tttensih, 
which are scarcely exceeded by the inventions of modefli 
refinement. * , 

In another, instruments of husbandry, sufficiently prov- 
ing by their resemblance to those now in use, that famAaa 
ingenuity, as well as animal instinct, operates tiniversally \ 
sioiilar ends by similar means. 

Ill another are preserved sacrificial and chirurgical iii*- 

i>d S 
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slruments^ am^ong which the laficet " ihat favourite imple* 
ment of some modero practitioners/' is observed to be 
wanting; scales and weights, steel-yards, 8cc. like those 
now ID use; nails^ screws, locks, keys, latches, hinges, 
bolts, &c, 

lu anothefj lamps, lachrvmatoriea, Etruscan vases, atrd 
caledaria, with heaters, which are said to have first sug- 
gested the idea of tea urns. 

In another, eatables, retaining their original shape, such 
as corn, flour, bread, a pie in its pan, peas, beans, nuts, 

Jlmonds, grapes, figs, dates, wine, oil, fish and eggs; 
ace, lineo^ nets, helmets and . coats of ipail, swords and 
shields. 

The scrolls of papyras, containing ancient manuscripts, 
of which there are ne^'r a thousand, are preserved with 
particular care. The}' have been consolidated by heat and 
moisture into hard rolls. 

A few of them, however, have been unfolded by a tedi- 
6U« process ; but instead of the lost books of Livy-or Po- 
l^bius, they preserve nothing but uninteresting treatises 
vf^on music, rhetoric, and theology ; and only two of these 
ittanuscripts,, undoubtedly the most ancient now extant, 
stave bera thought worth publishing to the world. 

Tb^ scrolls are in a state of calcination, as if just drawn 
out of an oven ; but their being written on one side only, 
Mmits of gluing the leaves to a thin pellicle, upon which 
tbev. are gradually unrolled. 

Among the statues found hert? there is nothing very ex- 
tfaordiB^ry in point of art, and some of them are too inder 
cent and immoral to be publicly exposed. 

In the gardens of the palace of Portiqi, there are swings 
%Ad Wooden horses fixed upon round-abouts, such as de- 
4^ght Ibe populace at English fairs. TThey are here erected for 
the particular amusement of the Court ; and on holidays 
the jpeople flqck from Naples in crowds, to seethe growo 
igetttfemea divert themselves with this masculine amuse- 
in en I. • 

We Were yesterday at the Pola?zo degli Studi Piiblici, aa 
in^Btftise fedifice, in which are preserved the antique sta- 
tues inbefiUM fww the house of Farncse, many of which 
are exquisitly fine. 

There, is the famous Hercules, of equivocal merit ; the 
Flora, of indisputable elegance i a head of Homer, of the 
most venerabte sublimity ; an^ a falling Gladiator, whose 
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attitmle is so impre'tscd irith fatatiilg w€ukBe8»« tbat you 
approach the pedestal with cautioDj for fear the statue 
should actually fall. 

We have not seen the three dorio temples of Pfiestuis, the 
ancient Possidonia^ which have lately risen into notice from 
the midst of Calabrian thickets; nor the Phrygian caps 
and Grecian veils of the peasants^ who preserve^ in the 
little island of Procida, all the peculiarities of a Grecian 
colony ; neither have We visited a tenth part of the churches 
and convents of this catholic city. 

Yet, to-morrow we return to Rome, by the same tardy- 
conveyance, which experience has taught us to prefer in 
Italy to any other. 



LETTER XXV. 



RETURN TO ROME. — CANOVA. — VOLPAtO.— -fcitCURSION *0 

TlVOtt, 

I4ITTLE occurred worth mentioning between Naples 
and Rome. Our only companion in the coach was an Italia* 
lady, who 'spoke no language but her mother^tongqe, and 
we found ourselves, for the first time, reduced to a ridiculous 
dilemma, of hearing without understanding, and tpeaktag 
without being, understood. 

The lady, however, though a married woman, on th« 
tvrpng side of forty, soon found a cisisbeo in one of the 
ojther coaches, who was always at the door to hand her 

out and in. n •, i_ u • *t. 

At night he was her valet de chambre, m the morniog 

her hair dresser ; in short that amphibious animal, indispen*. 

sible to the helplessness of an Italian fine lady ; and to big 

obsequious attentions I willingly resigned her. ' 

At the wretched inns upon the respective frontiers, tr«^ 
veilers are incommoded by the unfriendliness of the neigh- 
bouring states, neither of whose inhabitants will receive the 
current coin of the other beyond the boundary line, which 
separates the good catholics of the kingdom of Naples 
from those of the patrimony of St. I^ter. . 

After leaving the noisy crowd of Naples, it seemed like 
goiQg i^to the country, to return to the monastic quietude 
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Romp^ and we were happy to ftnd our old lodgings still 
Tacaiit^ and our affectionate landlord and his wife ready to 
receive us again with open arms. 

We went with them the next day to the wor^-shop of 
Canova^ curious to behold the only statuary that modera 
times can venture to compare witli Phidias and Praxiteles, 
or the unknown artist of the Venus de Mediois^ and the 
Appollo Belvidere. 

This incomparable sculptor, is a little man, middle aged, 
a native of Venice, with intelligent features^ singularly 
mild and unassuming. 

Wc found him giving the last 3trokes to a figure of 
Hebe, alighting on a 9loud, and pouring nectar with aU the 
lightness of an aerial attendant at an Olympian bati- 
' quet. 

He shewed us a Perseus, which he had just finished, of 
exqubite proportions, and a plaister cast of his celebrated 

groupe of Venus and Adonis, universally allowed to be 
ttle if at all inferior to the perfect models of antiquity, 
which now grace the gallery of Paris. 

I asked ^him if he could make nie a bust of Washington, 
firoin a drawing or a print, but be declines confining him- 
self to real life, preferring his liberty to range at large in 
the regions of ideal beauty. 

In the afternoon I went to see Volpato, the best en- 
graver at Rome since |.he, death of Firanesi, the local 
genius that seems to have been formed among the monu- 
ments of antiquity, to give them, before chey crumbled ipio 
dust, circulation and perpetuity. 

Volpato is superannuated, but he could yet be pleased 
with the compliment of an American visitor. His princi- 
pal performs^nces are from the histories of Raphael and 
the landscapes of Claude ; but his graver has ever been best 
adapted to inanimate nature, and h^ was now employed upon 
a fine composition of Caspar Popssin, I think from the 
Pamfili collection in the Palazzo Doria, 

1 strolled to the Tivoli the day before yesterday, on 
foot, and alone, to be perfectly at liberty to contem- 
plate the beauties of the SibyVs temple (as it is denomi- 
nated by common famje) .and the unbounded ruins of the 
i»illa of Adrian,, that liejyst without this wretched town, 
the houses of which are little better than Indian wig- 
wams, piled one upon another, in streets narrow and 
Pao^ paved, up hill and down. 

Tivoh is situated on an eminence bprdennsr the 
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Campagna di Roma/ the aocient Latium, at the distance 
of fifteen or eighteen miles from Rome. It was baiU 
five hundred years before the days of Romulus, yet it 
must baVe remained inconsiderable in those of Augustus^ 
since Horace says of it. 



Parvum parva decent. Mihi jam &on regia 
Sed vacuum Tibur placet.* 
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The Consular road which still leads to it, was once bor«* 
dered with magnificent sepulclires^ of which shapeless 
ruins yet remain. 

About twelve miles from Rome there is a volcanic lake, 
from which bituminous and sulphureous vapours, constantly 
exhale^'und render the vicinit}^ unhinhabitable to man or 
beast. Material substances condense in its petrifying 
waters, apd floating islands are often formed upon the' 
surf^^ce, of compacted reeds and bulrushes. 

Two miles farther, you cross the Anio, or Teverone, by 
the Lucanian )>ridge, so called from a victory which the 
followers of Romulus there gained over the ancient Luca* 
nians. , 

This bridge was repaired by Tiberius Plautius, perhaps 
the same that accompanied the Emperor Claudius on his 
expedition into Britain. Close by it is the noble tomb of 
his family, and a round tower, nearly resembling tliat of 
Cecilia Metella, already described, which together with 
the bridge of a single arch, forms one of those picturesque 
objects, which furnish ample materials for the imitatve 
arts in the neighbourhood of Rome. 

At a distance on the right you behold the wide spread 
ruins of the villa Adriana, entwjined with thrckets and over- 
shadowed by branching pines, the product of a sandy 
soil. But the road leads you to Tivoli, and you ascend 
a tedious hill without noticing the fallen remains of the 
villa of Maecenas, celebrated bv all thcpoets of the Augustan 
age ; or that of the cardinal d'Este, son of the duke of 
Ferrara, another illustrious patron of the muses^ whose 
name is handed down with the works of Arioslo. 

Between these you pass up the hill of Tivoli, and in- 
quire your way, through blind passages and dirty lanes, 
to the wretched inn that boasts the possession of^ the ce- 
lebrated temple of the Tiburtine Sibyl. 

* Small things become the smaH, Great Romt adieu, 
Ngw, with Might, I vaoant Tibor vkvr« 
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The temple ofVesU, tommonly called the Sibjl's tent- 
ijlc^ from the care of Sibylla Tiburtina, whidi still cxistj 
not far from it, under the disguise of a church, was once 
a hollow cone, a shape symbolical of the universe, 
twenty feet diameter, and as many high, tcrmmatiag m a 
dome, and surrounded with eighteen fluted columns, of the 
Corinlhiao order, that formed a circular colonnade around 
the secret cell, in which the holy fire was kept alive by 
spotless virgins, devoted like the nuns-of modern super^U- 
tion to perpetual virginity* 

The inner side of this venerable edifice has been torn 
away by ruffian violence, for time and aature respected the 
well proportioned mass. The dome has fallen in, and seven 
or eight .prostrate oohimns Imve been removed for the do* 
luestic purposes of a neighbourhood, which has no venera- 
tion for the legacies of antiquity. , 

But the. outer semicircle of the cone, with its concoTmi- 
taut columns, connected with it by single slabs of marble^ 
which forms at once the frieze of the entablature, «"?S 
with festoons of flowers, ;ittacbed to the horns of sacrificial 
heifers, and the flat ceiling of the portico, richly wrought ^n 
figured compartuients, remain for the admiration ot suc- 
cessive ages, as one of the most beautiful specimens or 
the majestic graces of Grecian architecture. 

Upon the overhanging brow of a ledge of rocks, worn 
into caverns by an incessant cataract, whether vie*veafrom 
the eager proximity of close examination, or the half con* 
cealing dis,tanc.e of picturesque effect, perched wpon the 
summit of a perpendicular precipice, foaming >^*^^ *^ 
gpray of a furious cascade, the beauteous ruins soar above 
the yawning giilph, like the baTl of Satan, rising by poetic 
incantation, over the fatlionj'less abyss. 

Til e three grades of iSrecian architecture, jbbe Doii(^, the 
Ionic, and the Coriutbiap, for the Tuscan aed the Coitopo- 
site are Roman ,raoduliatlon5 pf those subBme a^ chaste 
originals^ had received the fixed proportions pf jinchange- 
able perfection spon after the eailiest dates of farorafie 
history; yet in .comparispn with the elegance of #t Grecian 
temjple, the ^^yramids of Memphis, and the pagodas of 
Pekiu, mu6t rank, alike- amioug^h^ t^teless effo/JtVpf Bar- 
•barian strength.* 

* I say nothing of theteinple of Bdns, fttppbsed ihe t*wcr of 15fflftd,or 
of the walUof B^ylon,which4iojt\»ith>tandiog.th^ aqtliorky of the Greek 
5***9"^>^j the earliest of wjipm-^^ote idi inqredible descrjiption after the 
doubtful masses had fallen to the earth, codld tardly have been so long, so 
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In civi] archhectufe n successful tmitaUan of the Greeimi 
ord^i's h«8 beei^ alike the highest boast of Rome;, when sbe 
was mistress of the worlds and of the polished eaupires of 
modern £iirop^> wfaicli are oow totteri0g upbn the pinnacle 
<»fclvili2ution. # s 

Among the cavities which have been woro under the 
foundations of the temple, by the continual rush of water^ 
is the grotto of Neptune, a string of caverns in whose deep 
lecessefs the Variou.<9 effei^ts of light and shade^ souud and 
stUfoess^iire infinitely contrasted. 

They are said to have been the frequent resort of ClaodQ 
Lortain, Salvator Ko8A> - 0>aspar Poussin, Vernet^ and other 
favourites of nature ; the Thomsons and < the Gray's of 
painting. 

The cave of the Syrens, is a profound abyss, into which 
t descended with difficulty, and traced the- foaming torrent 
through twining brakes, and dripping caverns^ to its last 
headlong shoot. 

Tiie rocks of Tivolt^ bordering the Anio, are evideotljf 
formed yby a progressive deposition from the waters which 
descend immediately from the calcareous tnouatains of 
Ih^ Apennines, 

In an angle of one of the cavkies^ thai had been acct« 
dentally broken a way^ 1 was shewn the dbannels which had 
been impres^d Ey the spokes, the hub> and the fellies of a 
cart wheel, that must have bee^i left upon the petrifying 
surface till it was involved in the growing crust. 

On your way to the prostrate remains of the temples and 
the theatres^ the palaces apd the barracks, of the villa of 
Adrian, your are conducted by the Cicerone of the place^ 
to the graod arcade of the palace of Maecenas, a vault 
*ow partly subterraneous, fifty feet wide, and two bundled 
long, open on one side, by a r^nge of arches. At the far 
end of this concavity, the mill-race that has turned the 
wheels of the iron and copper-works, near Tivoli, breaks 
into the grand arcade, and rushing violenftly over the broken 

broad, or so hi^ i^i they are represented iu ancient history, siace they were 
erected,' little atore t^im a hundned years after .the if lood by ^limi'od, ^ 
or Bclus, and his dau^tei>iQ-la«r Samiramis. On the b^ks qf the Tigris, 
•ays one, on those of ,th« Euphrates, s«ys anotlier^t whil^ both gravely de- 
•cribe them M enconipmiing an oblong square ^Isty miles in circumference, 
fortified willi ]500 towers, $00 ^t uigh. Be that as it might, Xerxer 
deitidlisliad^ the remains of the'umer ofBaM iu a fit of imperial madQess> 
on bis return from his ca^peditioti into Greece; and when the Persian dynasty 
lupplaated the Assyrian, Cyrus and his successors depopulated BabyloiL by 
remo^ng the seat of the empn^ tn Shushan, PtiMepoUSy or jjScbatatia. 



SjS travels. TUUOUGS ' 

I 

masses^' which lie beaqped uppn the pav^meut, burets out 
agaio on the sicle next the river> and fulls perpendicularly 
several hundred feet in.3hower3 of -spray. 

This sight will, not detain you lo^ng, but the end Uss de- 
partments of the villa of Adrian, spreading over a circuit of 
several mile^i might amuse a curious observer^ for days or 

even weeks, I 

. On entering the great gateway, the first thing that strikes 
the eye is the ground, plan of a theatj:e. In it may be still 
traced the stage, the orchestra^ the actors' apartmen(s^ and 
the seats of the si)ectators. 

There are also within, the walls, remains of two other 
theatres, of.a Naumachia, for the exibition of sea-iigbts; 
a Hippodrome, a gymtiasium, and public and private baths. 

In the centre was the imperial palace. It was two stories 
highi and it is still surrounded with thecento celle^ or hundred 
dmnibers of the, body guards. They opeped upon . a sunken 
area; were attained by bridges, which could be.witlidrawn 
at\pieasure, aud had.no c.QmmunicatiQn^wiih each other, 
to prevent insurrectionary com bi nations. 
, Behind the {xalaqe were v4jiously .distributed, the library, 
the schools for technical studies; and the hall of the stoics, 
appropriated to phii0soph,ical disquisitions. . 
: Around thefij> in various stages of decjay» may gtill be 
traced temples- of Apollo— pf Diana— of Serapis, an ima- 
ginary deity, borrowed frpm the Egyptians^; by the still 
more superstitious Romans. 

In some apartments of the library, beautiful frescos and 
ornamenis of stuccio yet remain j and ampng .these^ crum- 
bling ruins have been found i innumerable, statues, vases, 
candelabra, and .other objects of imperial luxury, which 
bad escaped the dilapidations of succeeding (^mper9rs^ and 
the more, destructive .occupancy of the Goths. aod Vandals, 
large bodies of whom were often quartered in the ready 
barradk of. its^ endless apartmeuts. ... 

In the. vicinity of this unparalleled villa, may still be 
traced the nei-ghbouring seats of Regulus, of Cassius, of 
Quintilius Varus. ' j 

Ten miles above Tivoli-, was the farm of Horatius Flac* 
cus, so often hinted at in the Epistles of the'tirst of satiric 
poets. It is now one. of the demesnes belonging to the 
princes jof the family of Paul V,; aline that has beep more 
eoriched by tho nef>oti8ni ^of their predecessor, thaa any 
other of the papal houses. " - 

The casinos of the cardinal Duca, ciount Falconiieri. thp 
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duke de .Braqcinqo, and three or four more, belonging to-. 

the prince Borghese, adorn the beautiful slopes of frescati^ 

But it vyill not be woitb while to go .three milesout of my 

way to 3ee them^ as Italian villas^ laid out* io the English 

ta^te^ are puerile to those of England; and palaces in the 

formttl style^ are totally eclipsed by the statues, the vases^ 

the fountains^ aud the trellises of YersatUes^ and Fontaine* 

bleau. - 

, I 3aw the sun go down upon (he crumbling walls of the 

villa of Adrian \ and^ at ten o'clock at nighty as 1 sit in a 

large room, scantily furnished^ ,aqd hung round wiUi the 

scrawls of wanderiog travellers, I hear the roar of the 

AnTo,. and my windows rattle with the risrng bJast, that 

whistles through the shuttered columns of the temple of 

Vesta. - V • . • 

It reminds me that I am alone; five thousand miles from 
ipy owjK fire-side. 

The thought is serious ; it stops my rambUng. pen.- , 

Farewell. 
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OBSE^tliES OF Pius Vi:— 'FOLLIES OF THE CAltNlVAL. ' 

Jl he time was now come when the wish of aur landlord,* 
who marked with pleasure my atfention to the ceremonies 
of the church/ cbuld be in rfoc^ntly gratified with an oppor- 
tunity to shew hid guests the splendid functions of & jiapal 

funeral. 

The body of-Pius VI. hiid be^n craved of the hero of 
Marengo, and granted by that obedient sott of the irhurcl?^ 
at the Request of his spiritual father. • ^ ' ^ 

' The funeral convoy had been long delayed, by the offici- 
ous -zeal of the towns within the patrhfiony of St. Peter. They' 
bad vied whh each other in ceVebratrng, oter^ and over 
again, the soothing ceremonies of which the venerated body 
had been deprived at its actual inhumation. 

it w'as flot till within four days of the unholy period of 
the <?Af nival, that the hearse and its attendants arrived in- 
the tFicinity of Ranie, where a little chapel had been fitted/ 
up for its reception, without -the Porta del Popolo-^ There 
it was J6dge4- for the nighty atid coMiiuial -^masses were' 
^ ■" i; e 8 s . 






snid orer it^ by officiating priests^ who relieved each otber 
}D turn. 

It vrQ» yisiled in the evening incognito^ by those cardi- 
nals who owed to the defunct their elevation to the sacred 
college^ and it would have been surrounded by all the 
populace of Rome, ' if the gate had not been kept shut, 
aod nobody permitted to pass withotit the consent of the 
captain of the guard. 

This permission I obtained^amon^others, and on drawhig 
tbe curtain of the chepel, i beheld upon the floor a scarlet 
pa>l, surniouBted by the triple crown. 

Ne^^t day all the clergy of Home^ except the living pope, 
and the members of the sacred college, assembled in the 
tbree churches of the square within the Porta del Popolo.^ 

At the appointed hour, the various orders of monks and 
eanons, in their respective habits, set out in procession ibr 
St. Peter's, holding in their hands lighted tapers, and chaat- 
jng with unijted voices a ftmertil dirge. 

The body followed, under an ample pall of cloth of gold, 
on which was placed the papal crown, supported by all 
the nobility of (he Ronm» (S««te. The carainals that had 
Veen created by the deceased pope lotlowed on horseback, 
in mourning cloaks, as tb«> oMIdr en of the spiritual Father* 
,The papal troops brought up the rear, with their arms 
clubbed,. ail4 4>^ druaEts mnffied, betitii^ Ibie dead majrdh. 

After having seen the procession from our windows, ia 
t^^ Goirv>i I IwUly crossed ibe ^m^Ky atresia ta the W^ritfi 
$i^stcv W4 «Wr<;M»chii^g ^l|# ^^tb^al by tj^e fii4)i|fb, pt 
Ti;am^n?i;e^ h«4 a ^tfua^ua vie^w frpro tb«^opp^ite q»»y» 
q( tM «cacl^^ P«1L Alowly qrossipg ti^M^ vf St.. An^ekn 
lindei' the fire of minute guns from the castle,^ ana Uie 
sple^a toJlHijof thi9.|p-e#t beU of S|. Pater^s* 

Qa ^f ^my^ wUbi* th« poi^tipo pf tWehuioh^ lh« Md- 
ing doors were thrown opiiQ,,ai|d t^ f aignioji popth: i« epia. 
a^f^^ v^q^nUi^, 2|t;teiid^ by the Sffur^d wftegt^, aA^^nced 
WW. ft sj*i.<?bf>pft Myp^iva th« ri|)iqii9%Q( bta pr^deM^ciasar, 

^ sQj^ipi) iatpoatioQ, fr^m the pa^al bMd» MKonpanied 
-**: bof}y |o (^e upp^r wd ' qC the a,ave> vk\m^ '^ wm todw* 
for the n»ght m the cb^^}. of th^ uh^'^^ 

I^I*tJW>ii«W« th# Qo%i» «Kl^ei^ ivith ploib q£ gold* aad 
i|«fiHM|iijtedl^lAieii<^r<^h^iligbf^ll |^lai:e4 up<Na^ £Qtaef«l 

bU#i \MhtSi f«^ sQ^f^ii^. aiMit aft nmif high^ waa iUaa^tnatad 
liithii|thqqsfti^li|^)t&;:^pd aAien.oT<:fof?l( dto^ eaihciUic aere^ 
wm\fyL ^WK^m^^ tltt;d^«4« ]Hei«M J9«)oilft); «»p^M»4 



by the De# pope and tardinals^ as if the deceased had recently 
demirted for the world of spirits. 

Thus the ))ody lay in state three daysj the same ceremonies 
being once repeated by the cardinals of his own creation^ and 
once hy the canons of St. Peter's. 

it was then privatdy inhamed in the Wall of the Soutb 
aisle^ opposite to the bronze cenotaph of Innocent VXIL 
where a superb monument is to be erected to his me* 
mory^ as a mark of the gratitude of the choir^ for the ereo^ 
tion of the vestry. 

The body of the unfortunate Pins was scarcely qulec in it« 
new depository before the populace of Rome danced over 
bia grave te the licentious measures of the carnival, when 
five or six weeks are gtven up, in catholic countries^ to the 
public exercise of every kind of foolery, and theatrical ezhi- 
nitioiM are permitted at Rome^ thougn forbidden all the res( 
•f the yean . - ' 

On the evenings of the last eight days there is a horse-race 
Ml the Cbr^re, which an antiquarian might vtoemte as ^ 
velique >of the ancient games of the Circus or the Hippo* 
^vomew A dozenhorses are then let loose among the people 
to macke their way to the capital, withont riders^ spurred on 
by the fiutter of tinsel points, the firing of cannon^i and the 
skptttjB ot the popuhice, several of whoni are generally ove^ 
turned^by them at every coorsjB.^ 

Before this- tumtrltuous scene taketf place, the nobility of 
RDa»e parade the Corsa in their coaches, and amuse lhem«» 
•elves^ as mueh as the meanest vulgar^ with contemptible ex* 
bibitions of coachmen in petticoats, huzzar fooAmen^ and 
9Kiaieei9roiiies of the old scnooT,. strutting about in full botr 
toned' ^ijgs, and bowing with the profoundest reverence to 
nob acquaintances as they affect to distinguish in the crowc^ 
by peeri«g[ at them through a. hoop. 

But i^x these Jokes grew stale with ^epetitiouj. while a 
8t»rdy beggar excited continual merrimentji by vociferating 
in a maaaatiBe voice, thoueh tricked out.ia the rag;s aaia 
lallerr of a femide v^msbond^ the well known rigmarole o£ 
liabiimi beggary. ^ i>ying with hunger, a- sick hnsband^ 

^ Thfi Strada del Cocso msasnres near a mile iajleogth^ aait afc is iMmlUy 
rim ih H «iiiiite» «n^ 30 aeeond^ making about S7 feet to a Moood. £i^ 
Ikfamtn remmk witb o*iiici«n»-8U|ienorit7, that at Bfewmarket the cbone of 
4 Kk^N> viku hB^hfem>9oaxfk$je4m !«■» diaa rninates, whieh-is upwafdH 
of 50 feet to a second. — But let me not be thoagfat to sanction thisr 
tibnse of the noblest af fbosa ankn^Ui wbicb vuiaittirdi atlMli A 
tk sorrier af'ttiMit 
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ki hmd, in die ttyl« of effigies, so often seen in Frebce 
^pd EagUod opon Gothic tombstones. 
. Tbe walUof thecbiircli were hun^ with black and gold, 
and the Pope*s band appeared in the organ lofc, to begin a. 
dbw. and Boiemn iocaatation as soon as the Pontiff should 
bf seated. 

After the ftiiieral hymn, ike Pope arose and sprinkled 
with 4ioly water the border of ibe scarlet bed, encircling 
the body several times, with a sweeping train of priests and 
pmlates. 

Their eminences withdrew from this hnmbltng memento, 
of what tbeoMelTes must one day come to, deafened wfth 
cries of '* dear the way ! clear the way 5 for my Lord 
Cardinal !" and it was with difficulty they could reach their 
coaches across the inextricable confusion of trampling 
horses and rattling wheels, dogged by an impatient mob> 
which had waited ror hoars in the adjacent streets. 

The radeness of the Italian populace is, on these occasion's, . 
barliarously gross. I have had my coat singed with the 
pot of coals, without which a Roman slattern never goes 
ftom home in winter; and 1 have been pushed aside by 
a cardinal's footman, with as much insolence as if he was 
Making way for his master : but when the Pope's guards 
have been opening a passage through the crowd by main 
force, 1 have been sometimes apprehensive of being 
squeezed to death, in a place where it would be felony, 
without benefit of clerg}',' to strike a blow. 

At the Easter holidays-, observed alike by the Jews, as the 
fisast of the Passover, and by christians, as the anniversary 
of tbe awful sacrifice of the Son of God, which was pre- 
fig4ired by that of the Paschal Lamb, funeral ceremonies 
are performed upon the Holy Eve, in the Capella Sistina, 
nnder the solemn chaunt of the papa! band, wnich, on this 
occasion, pours forth, in penetrating strains, the trembling 
*' Miserere.** 

The Capella Paulina is at tbe same time dimly Rghted ap 
for a mournful exhibition of the-holy sepulchre ; and an 
iliuminaced cro5M is suspended in the air beneath the dome 
of St. Peter's, when the symbolic refulgence creates sublime 
effects of light and shade, flittering upon the gilded ceil- 
in^,, runnitig into obscurity m the recesses of the chapeh, 
djwig away in the hemisohere of the dome, and fkding by 
degrees on tbe sides of the nave, and in vre|iker arid weaken 
reflections of diagonal radiation. ' 

All thh we shall rnis^ by leaving'Ttome t moil thtow soon r 
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and two months later, on the festival of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, we might see the illumination of the Colonnade, the 
Fa^^e, and the Dome, blazing with innumerable lights^ 
and behold the Girandola of St. Angelo, an explosion of 
five thoulgind rockets, that fills tlie atmosphere with spark- 
ling corruscations^ 

Before 1 quit the Papal, metropolis, I must crave for- 
giveness of my Protestant brethren, for speaking of the 
sovereign Pontiff in the established style of etiquette. The Ab- 
liness of an unholy Pope indicates no more in the courtly no- 
menclature of Europe, than the grace of an ungracious 
duke, or the serenity of a passionate prince. Do we not read 
within the covers of our own Bibles of, "that sanctified 
person, the most high and mighty prince, James, bu the 
grace of Godf^ &c. ; and even in America, under the au» 
thority of no general council, under the prescription of no 
established church, is not the adulatory phraseology re- 
peated throughout innumerable editions? I hope, how- 
ever, it will not be long before American editors will ven- 
ture to omit the whole apocryphal book of the epistle dedi« 
catory. 

My Catholic readers, especially in America, will de- 
mand, and deserve, a more serious apology, for the freedom 
-with which I have exhibited the real or supposed errors of 
the Church of Rome. I well know that the Roman Catho- 
Ficsin the United States are justly considered, as good citi- 
zens, and pious Christians, particularly at Philadelphia, 
where the name of Harding, their late venerable pastor, is 
often coupled, in philanthropic recollections, with thai 
of his revered contemporary Benezet. If many of them 
have been heretofore unacquainted with ecclesiastical^bis^ 
tory, and many more have qualified in America their reli- 
gious, as well as their political, creed, I beg them to remem- 
ber, that the revival of historic truths, however unwelcome, i^ 
not wilful defamation. The same darkness involved church 
and ^tate, religion and philosophy, during the long inter- 
val between the decline of the Roman empire and the re- 
vival of letters ; and the Catholics of the nineteenth cen- 
tury are no more responsible for the inventions of the ninth, 
than are the modern Presbyterians for the intolerance of their' 
forefathers. 
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LETTER XXV II. 



aOVRNEY FROM ROME TO LYONS— PASSAGE OF MOUNT 

I 

Lyons, 1 5 th April, 1803. 

We left Rome, with rc<rrvi, the 19th of March, with a 
VeUorino, >vho was to take us to Florence for eight sequiiis 
(^ Homaa coin worth about two dollars), though he had 
fir§t Risked as maay Louis d'ors, according to the laudab.e 
custom of his country.. , ,,. * 

We had for company a German rider, or travelling agent 
for a manufacturing house, who could speak, for ought 1 
tnow, all the l^wguagcs of Europe ; yet whether he ex- 
pressed himself in English, French, or German, his pro- 
Bunciatioft and phraseology was always that of his mother? 
tongue. ... 

iTe remarked himself, that it was a physical impossibi- 
lity for dk German to pass for any thing else, though by 
the way an American is an Euglishman at. Loudon, and 
vith a French tongue in his head, ma^^ readily pass for a 
Frenchman in Italy, and an Italian in France. 

I have known a Frenchman who would have been taken 
fo¥ an Englishmaa in London ; and 1 once met with an 
English rider, in Switzerland, who might have passed 
himself for a Frenchman at Pajis, or a German at Vienna. 

When we arrived upon the frontiers our fellow-traveller 
used to divert himself and us, by rattling over his name, 
Johann^Rudolph Sdmlch, to the inquiring sentinels ; when 
tlie astonished interrogator, after two or three ineffectual re- 
petitions, generally handed the redoubtable German pen ink 
and paper, to be fus own amanuensis. 

He was full six feet high, his physiognomy was German, 
and with his cocked -hat and pistols, he passed, no doubt, 
among the chicken-hearted Italians, for a disbanded of- 
ficer, that might have served under General SuwarroWy or 
steid-marshal Wurmsur : but no man is a hero to his valetr 
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de-clianibrc ; our Vcttorino soon discovered that the doaght|r 
Gennaa \vas as easily frightened as any body in his voiture^ 
and the fellow frequently diverted himself and us, with Covert 
but intelligible references, to the well known indications of 
timidity upon a road infamous for assassinations. 

Our hero had been to Palermo, to see the King of the Two 
Sicilies, upon some business relating to his manufactures. 

He described to us, in opprobrious terms, the worthles| 
vices of the populace of Sicily, and the slatternly inacti- 
vity, even of ladies of the tony in a country that swarms 
•with vermin. 

Sicilian wheat hns been famous from the earliest ages of 
civilization, and both in size and flavour, the grapes, the figS| 
the pomegranates, the oranges,* and the pine-apples of Bi» 
oily, are all that we imagine of the island of Calypso, in the 
fables of Fenclon, or that the youth of America so oftai 
realize, to their cost, amid the verdant insalubrity of the 
western Archipelago. 

A letter of introduction from Prince Cliatles, the philo- 
sophic Archduke of the Austrian family, had procured his 
countryman the honour of a personal interview with his 
royal brother-in-law ; but his Neapolitan Majesty, when hf 
Jjad sufficiently conned over the brief, gracious/^ sign^ed 
that he did not understand such business , and without far- 
ther notice, referred his petitioner tp General Acton, an £n^» 
lish gentleman who had long spared the sovereign o^ the 
Two Sicilies the fatiguing cares of administration. 

Until we reached Sienna, the full blow of spring upon 
the groves and hedges promised us a favourable passa^ 
across the Appennines; but a heavy sno^v had fallen a few 
days before, between Sienna and Florence* It h«d bowevlt 
melted away before wc reached the capital of Tuscany, Con- 
verted into Etruria by the metamorpiiosists of France. 

Arriving at Florence before dark, I rah dowfi to the Atr0 
as soon as we alighted, rofx>Uecting that it opened to the 
west, and was amply rewarded with the sight of a glowing 
sky. A brilliant orange melting into a pea«greeii^ of the 
most vivid transparency, was richly irradiated from behinfd 
a ridge of mocintains, upon the distant horieon^ empurpled 
with Ihc fiiiry tinge of an Itaiiaft atraospliere. 

Here we reposed several days^ Kvisited the interestiaf . 
oi>jscts we bad already admired^ tad eaqmred fuf those-we 
bad missed seeing before. 

The town iv«s untounUr gty with tin feslivid of San Oio- 

Ff2 
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Tanni; and llie Northern Hero, who was still a bacfieJor, 
bad like to have lost his heart at last among the straw bats 
and blue ribbands of the peasants' daughters. 

We set out again with a new Vettorino, better acquainted 
with the Appennines, over which we were now to toil ; and 
ve gladly reached before night the hospitable Caravansera, 
that occupies the central level— bleak and barren as a Si- 
berian desert. 

Snow lay fathoms deep in the gullies, and the melting cft 
that which had till then covered the road, had just yielded 
to a religious fraternity the melancholy satisfaction of in- 
terring in holy pround the unfortunate travellers, who had 
lost their way during the winter, and perished under drifting 

BOOWS* 

One of the dead bodies was carried-along as we approached 
the inn, or rather stable, where, as in many other places, 
even in the plains of Italy, horses are accommodated on the 
first floor, and their riders on the second. 

We willingly arose the next morning, before day-break, 
to descend from the ragged back-bone of the Appeiminps ; 
and as we traversed a barren heath we beheld, at a distance, 
a volcanic flame, which pierces through abed of sand. 

Soon afterwards we entered the first town of the Bolognese^ 
now part of the Cisalpine Republic, and were sufficiently 
fretted by the particularity, rather than the insolence of the 
novices at the Custom-house, who knew not what to make of 
the trunk full of nick-nacks I had brought away from Rome. 
They would have taken me for a pedlar of small wares, on 
his W2ty to the next fair, if our German fellow-traveller had 
not assured them that J was an American gentleman travel* 
linsfor his amusement. 

This examination passed us on to Bologna, where I was 
obliged to make a regular entry of my prints and marbles, 
and to pay down the duty upon actual consumption, before 
1 could be permitted to take them across the country. 

At the frontier Dogana however, the money was io be 
Restored to me, upon a certificate; but the signature of au- 
thority would certainly have stood me in no stead, if a Re- 
publican Officer, for whom we had then exchanged the Ger* 
tnan rider — ^boiling with professional and constitutional im- 
|)atience, had not peremptorily insisted on tfie suspicious 
clerk^s complying with the requisition ^f his constituent at 
Bologna. 

7ue next town was in the Duchy of Parma^ and 1 liers 
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prepared myself .for another attack, but we were suffered 
to pass on to the capitals, and there a trifling douceur secured 
us irom insult and inconvenieiice. 

The next morning as we quitted the place we met a peni- 
tential procession ot th€ Host. It was carried by a prM^t, 
under an umbrella, and followed by a multitude of people, 
decently dressed, and chanting dcvoat hyrains, with a degree 
of zeal warm enough to kindle religious fervour in any bo* 
«om not chilled with professed unbelief. 

At Placentia we quitted the Milan road, to reach Turin bj 
a nearer route. 

The rugged chain of the Alps, white witheverlastingsnow, 
is visible from the plains of Marengo, though not less than 
^fty miles distant; and in the shining barrier of this natural 
amphitheatre the eye can trace at once the descent of Han- 
nibal — of Buonaparte — and of Suwarrow, from the distatit 
peaks of Mount V iso — St. Bernard — ^and St. Gothard, wlicn- 
ever their aspiring summits are not concealed by clouds, 

"Twenty or thirty miles travelling brings you to 'I'urin, a 
email but regular city, which was supposed to have been 
surrounded with impregnable fotitications, until the irresistr 
able Corsican proved their insufficiency. 

The abdicated Court occupied itself solely with an esiab- 
lished routine of military exercises, and devotional ceremo- 
nies. The most remarkable object therefore to be seen at 
Turin, is the stupendous chain of the Alps, still twenty 
or thirty miles distant, thotigh apparently so near that it 
might be supposed to terminate the outlets of some of the 
linear streets. 

The romantic perspective of one of them exhibits the icy 
crags of Mount Viso, from whose majestic summit often 
thousand feet Hannibal encouraged his fainting troo])s with 
a sight of the plains of Lombardy — descended to Pinarolum, 
like a roaring torrent, or a falling avalanche — and defeated 
the Roman legions under the cpnsul Scipio, who met the de- 
stroyer on the banks of the Ticinus. 

This incursion of the Carthaginians — one of the most 
astonishing circumstances of ancient history, is not eclipsed 
even by the recent passage of St. Bernard — a presumptive 
impossibility, till it was achieved by the impetuous French*. 

• *• In the midst of winter, 200 years before Christ, Hannibal, though but 
twenty<-«ix years of age, 'at the beginning of the second Punic War, set sail ' 
from Septa, the modern Ceuta, in Africa, with 50,0C0 foot, 9000 horse, and 
Sony «lephaats/.aBd landed at Torifa, one of the PiUars of Hercules^ now 
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Turin now swarms with French troop8,Jw« 105th depiiTtmefit 
of the indefinite Republic— owe and indmsible. The disman^ 
tied ramparts are crowded with priests and friars, who ha?e 
no where been displaced by the jioUtic subjugator of the 
South ; and every tenth person you meet in the streets, uici0- 

called -the rock of Gibraltar. From thence he passed through Spain to the 
camp of Spartorias, where he was joined by 50,010 fool and 3000 howe* Ma^cb- 
injf from Carthago Nova, now Carthageua, with a amy of 88,000 foot»12/X» 
hw-se, and forty elephants he entered Gaul, passed the Rhone near Av^o,nojr 
Avignon, transporting his elephants upon floats of timber, covered with earth, 
and ascended the Alps at Mount Viso. He reached the summit in nine day^ 
wHh incredible difficulty, being strenuously opposed by the GauU, who had 
posted themselves upon the heights, and with horrid outcries tumbled rocfcs 
and stones upon the heads of the invaders, already fainting with fetiguc. K 
^vas now autumn, and snow had begun to fall, which greatly impeded tHe 
inarch, the difficidties of which increased at every step, for when thev begwi to 
descend upon ice and snow, the beaats of burthen frequently shpj^ed down, and 
•wept away all before them. At length they came to a precipice a thousand 
feet deep, which would have proved an iusurmoumable bar to their farther pro- 
gress, if Hannibal had not opened a circuitous passage for his troops, and thuf 
surmounted the supendous barrier of Italy, Scipio, after having »« JM? *^- 
tempted to stem the descending torrent, retreated to Sempronius, who had hast- 
ened to his aes'stance from the fleet in the Mediterranean; and made a s^d 
stand behind the Trebia, a river which falls into the Po above Placentia. Here 
victory again declared for the invader, though crossing the river m ram and 
•now he lost all his elephants except one. The conqueror wintered at Placentia, 
but attempting to cross the Appennines too early in the spring, he was forced ^ 
cold and hunger to return ; yet the indefatigable Carthaginian agam discounted 
Sempronius, who had by this time returned from Rome with fresh trooTO. Han- 
nibal now again climbed the Appennines, and wading with equal ^culty 
liirough a deep morass, mounted, himself, upon the only elephant which had 
survived the winter, he attacked and routed Flaminius^ the new consul, en* 
camped upon the lake of Thrasymenus. The field of battle is a swampy plain, in 
the middle of which is a bridge, still called Ponte Sanginetto, from the effusion 
of biQod spilt there two thousand years ago. Seven miles from hence, toward 
Rome, is the village of Ossaia, so called from the human bones which afe found 
in its vicinity ; and in the neighbouring cathedral of Cortona, is preserved an 
ancient Sarcophagus, embossed with the battle of the Lapithes against^ the Cen- 
taurs, which is supposed to have been the tomb of the unfortutt«titf Consul, who 
perisiied with 15,000 Romans on the fatal day. The senate noff created a dic- 
tator, to save the republic from the danger with which it was threatened ; but 
Hannibal having reached Apulia by a circuitous route, baffled the prudent 
Fabius, and with 40,000 foot and }0,000 horse, the remains of the hundred 
thousand with which two years before he had set out from Spaini, the ▼icl04 
xious Carthaginian again conquered at Cannae' the dispirited RoxftanB, when, 
if Polvbius may be credited, 80,000 combatants remained upon the field, per- 
haps tKe greatest number of human beings that ever perished in a smglfr battFe. 
Hannibal instead of pursuing'' the fugitives to the astonished capital, qnartersd 
his troops for the winter in the city of Capiia, vainly expecting a reinforce 
ment from Carthage, to enable him to attack Rome in the sprhig, with some 
probability of success. Stung with disappointment and regret, as soon as the 
teason permitted, the conqBieror marched his littk army; ahaost' jtmiihifafd by 
lepteated victories, to the gates of Rome; fromwheacc he withdrew after tkio 
fruitless bravado, and was soon recalled to Carthage, where Scipio Afrtc aano^ 
who had himsdf fled before Haaaibai in the plains of Lombwdyy a£btn«^dri<H 
venged the Romans upon the ravager of Italy. 
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•diUe at it may appear, is lame, bandy-legged, or otlicnt ise 
distorted with goitrous excrescences, or detective limbs. 

I engaged a French voiturin to take us over Mount Ccnis 
to Lyons, and we seemed again among old acquaintances; 
when on getting into the voiture, we were salut(.Hl by two 
French gentlemen, who were returning like ourselves from 
Italy, and \\ho yielded us the back seat with characteristic, 
politeness. 

One of them however alarmed us with horrid tales of rob- 
bery and murder; indeed so frequently did one accompany 
the other in France and Italy, at one period of the revolution, 
that the word assassination has ever since IxHin used as syno- 
iiimoui with robbery. 

He had himself been fired at in a voiture, when travel- 
ling before day-light upon this very road. His companion 
fell dead at the first onset, and he only (.;£caped liiroself by 
falling upon the bottom of the carriage, and being dragged 
out for dead. 

About noon we passed the Convent of St. Michael, perched 
upon the very pinnacle of a stupendous rock ; in whose an- 
tiquated recesses we were to.ld two or three superannuated bc- 
nedictines were still permitted to celebrate harmless masses, 
for the restoration of their catholic sovereign. 

Many of the neighbouring heights are romantically tipped 
ivitb dismantled ibrtresses, and near Zacconicrp we rode 
unidec the proud castle of St. George. 

At Susa, the ancient Segesium, famous in modem history 
for a bloody battle called the Pas dc Suze, we took additional 
horses to drag us up the foot of the Alps, and after mount- 
ing for an hour, we entered a winding valley, along which ran 
the roud for several miles. 

By this time it grew dark, and the novelty of our situation, 
received additional interest from the evening anthems, that 
Tos^ as we parsed through little villages, in devout aspiratioxi:! 
firom their numble choirs. 

The moonlight now began to reflect from the rocks, and 
ai\ hour after night we reached Novalezza, a wretched viU 
lage, inhabited by guides and porters, at the foot of Mount 
Cenis. 

Here I again ran the gauntlet with the officers of the Cus^ 
toms, while i&upper w.as preparing in one room, and 4be 
YoituriA wa& chAltering^ with half the people of the place ia 
another. 

'^be wind blew so violently tliat it was ioipossible to kindle 



2S2 TRATEL8 THROtrGBf 

a fire in oar cbamber, for the whirling eddy vihich rushed 
from the mountain. 

Next morning we set forward, wretchedly mounted upoa 
mules and asses, each having a conductor on foot. 

\Vc knew we were to pass through a temporary winter, and 
were already threatened by a piercing wind, we had therefore 
muffled ourselves with all the clothes in our wardrobe, and 
every one's hat was tied on with a handkerchief. 

Accordingly when we had ascended for an hour by a . 
lig-zag path, the wind began to blow with almost irresisti- 1 
•blc violence, and the conductors would fain have persuaded 
a certain twpersuadeable personage to sit astride, for fear 
ihe should be blown off of the saddle. To those who know 
licr, 1 need not add that she kept her position, and was pro- 
bably the first woman that ever ascended Mount Cenis 
vpon a side-saddle. 

We now approached an aerial village, the sq(tialid inhabi- 
laots of which were sadly disfigured with wens and goitres, 
and soon entered upon the snows, which cover the remainder 
of the ascent eleven months in the year, a fit resort of bears 
and wolves that often follow the mules of solitary passengers 
to feed iipon their dung. They are sometimes seen at a dis- 
tance huuting the small white hares that inhabit these dreary 
regions. 

A mile or two on, there is a covered passage, through which 
alone it is possible to pass when the snow is drifted, and a 
mile or two more of difficult and often dangerous ascent, lands 
you upon the crown level, a kind of valley between rugged 
summits, nine miles over. 

In the middle of this plain is the Post-house, sanctified 
with a wooden cross. Here we refreshed ourselves with fish 
and eggs, there being a lake in the plain which produces 
excellent trout. 

Near it is a little hospital served by two priests, who cha- 
ritably reside in this dreary situation, to administer relief to 
those who meet with accidents upon the mountain. 
^ The day was fine, a glorious sun now rendered us insen- 
sible of cold, and we rode on in good spirits to the brow of 
the descent, where some peasants waited to conduct us down 
the steep declivity in sledges. 

<)ne of theita sat at our feet to guide, or to retard, the ra- 
pid conveyance, and another stood behind like a plouffh-boy, 
to direct the descent, ^ 

The apparatus was terrifying, as it was to convey us dowm 
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a gulph frowning with fits, to which we could see no bottom; 
but we trusted ourselves once more to unavoidable dan- 
gers, aiid in five minutes we jumped out at Lanslebourg, a 
short league from the aery summit from which we had lite- 
rally fiown. , 

In the steepest part of the descent we were confined by ne- 
cessity to a zig-zag direction, in turning the angles of which 
we narrowly escaped launching over the precipice : and on 
reaching the foot of the mountain, where the snow suddenly 
failed, it required the utmost exertion to save us from being 
thrown'headlong upon stumps and stones. 

New vexations awaited us a la Douane de la Ripublique^ 
the officers of which were too surly for a bribe, and they not 
only tumbled over my iU-fitted paraphernalia, but olniffed 
me to pay two Louis d'ors, the full import duty, thou^ I 
gave fneiu proofs sufiicient that they were npt meant for sale^ 
and proved myself no Frenchman, by submitting to the im- 
position with a very ill grace. 

We were now however in France, and had nothing ferther 
to dread from official insolence or rapacity, as I intended to 
ship the troublesome cargo from some French port: well 
knowing the truth of what the Republicans told me, that if 
I carried them to England^ I should be treated ten times 
worse. 

We now descended by winding vallies, between chaotic 
rocks, ascending and descending on the very edgeof fearfril 
precipices, darkened by spiral evergreens, every now and then 
rattling over the pavement of a town, till at last the moun- 
tains Mpan to sink — ^the vallies grew wider and wider — and 
on theflecond evening we reached Chamberi, the romantic 
capital of the ancient Duchy of Savoy. » 

Every thing in it and about it wears an old fashioned air, 
and fancy might easily convert the Ducal Palace into an en- 
chanted castle— haunted by the ghosts of murdered chief- 
tains* 

The antiquated residence has been totally deserted ever 
since the fiimily acceded to the happier territory of Piedmont ; 
and its vacant courts and lonely towers had already fallen 
, to decay, when Savoy was involved in the vortex of the Re- 
volution. 

Next morning we set out again by day-break, impa- 
tient to get from under overhanging mountains, and by ten 
o^elock we reached the rude and naked rocks called Les 
Echdles, or the JUidders^ because formerly the perpendicular 

SWITZERLAND.] Qg 



934: T^ATJE|iS THR^UCIiL 

jpi:ecipice could only be scaled by t^e be)p of ropn^ ladders, 
^cendiDg walls of rock, ^d leaaipg Hbrpugh frigbtful cran- 
nies 2|pd winding crevicas* 

9^i ^e i(ray^Uer may now d^cend at hi^f ^m on horse- 
back, or in a carriage, by a road called La Grotte, wbich 
Fas p|i^ ^^poagh ik^ solid rock, by Cbpxlas |)manwl, in 
.1670. . 

jyot far from tbjs astonishing passage, was situated tbero- 
i)(iaatip abbqy called Ibe-Qcande Chartreuse, where, at the 
bc^tofn of a s^uesterod glefi, superstition had long displayed 
the Cross of St. Briiiipy planted on a spiral rock* 

In this ej^tensiye ^ohycBt there were separate apartments 
l^Uptted for pilgrims ^n^ trayeUers frpm all the nations of 
Christendom, and in the library Yf^ k^pt an Album, wbich 
\ad beea filled with the efiusipns of genius, and the offerings 
of gratitude, in all the languages of Europe. 

But tbp s^-d^iyriog Carthusians haye been driven from 
their cells ; and the convent and the album no longer ex- 
ist, bQt ia tb^ yisions of poefy, and tbe romances of de- 
seijiption* 

The country sow bc^an to open into 6elds and plains, and 
9i the close of another day^ we alighted, like people glad to 
get hpi^ie again, at our iurm^ lodgings, in the Place Belle- 
cour. 

Lyops, the liu^dwam of the anoient Romans, wa$ built 
by then\ in a fertile and extensive yalley.9 at the coiii^uence 
of two navigable riyeifs, the Saone., spri|iging from the iute^ 
rior of France, ^nd the. Rhoiie, which flows with accelerated 
awiftn^ss frow^ the mountains of Switzerland. . 

United they form om of the principaj rivers of the £uro«- 
pean continent, whiph runs from Lyons, 00c U»*dredand 
fifty milea due south, qs the wrth rivi?r of Ani^fica descends 
frona Albany. The farmer, howeve^i, is to tliis day only oc» 
cupied by iiat-bottomed batteaux^. or ill constructed barques, 
little better than the temporary flotillas which convey lumber 
from the back wopd^ of Penn^ylvaoia. Th^ l^^tter is already 
crowded with sharp wherries and tighUballops of the nearest 
construction in the world. 

The modern Lyons is a town of ome hundred thousand 
souls, so closely wedged in between the two rivers, that the 
narrow streets ar6 scarci^ly pervious to the m,id-day sub, be- 
tween houses piled up seven or eight stprkf^ Uigb, yet some 
or the^ unexpectedly open upon the w^pl^ ar^a of the 
«T4cc i^lio-cour, cuice the jw^ ornamented pr onpueqiad^ i^ 
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a country, remarkable for thh finest public squatfes Xkpon 
earth.* • . '  

The fhdi Belte-cour ted long ekcited the tinirf of tlie <si*. 
pital, and *when the loyally of Lyons incurred itevolnttottarj- 
vengeance, tlie interior tof\r of elegant edifiees ithifth sut- 
rounded this magrtifltent quadrangle, -was sacrifid^' to tfc^ 
demon of destruction. 

TheirWraains still coVer^abh dndof the Atek \Wth hills of 
ruin, mattffthstatidiirtg the world has been pbnipOu^ly adter^ 
tised that the Hero of Fttrnce had agaiw laid the cOf tielr stonte 
of this pl-oud 'square on his return from Mtt*eiig6. 

But the centre is still larffe 'enough for the rotatory eVolu- ^ 
tions of ^hole squadronai ot horse, with which ey^ty decadi 
it is. actually enlrvened ; and on one side of it is an umt 
brageofls promenade, which is constantly crowded from 
noohtiltuiglit! Willi walkers and talkers, who futhish ekch 
othei" with the usual amusements ofrfetlesior eomtmunica^ . 
tiVe 'leisure. Occujpi (says Boileau) a ne ricnfaire.'V 
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•J ,^OVUNEY TP PA11I8.— CONSUI4AB REVIEW, &C. 

. . , Paris, May 25th, 18021, 

J^^ liyottfr, my dear B--^- — ^^ had a severe attack of bili* 
otis^ fevei^; which detalrted u» tfiene a month. We bad large 
^nd convenient apartmehts at the Hotel du Midi, and were 
quite tX home as to- domestic arrangements. 

On hAiid^iys 1 fre<|uently went \o an old Gothic church iii 
the neighbouAood, Wheife the catholic worship had been 
lately re^tbred, and^w'as ther^ often edified by the zeal of the 
pbor; wh6 -flodted in crbwds agistin to unite in songs of 
ptayeratrtd- praise. 

' A'-Wheii IJisIni^tfMkjeflty Joseph II. vf sited his afterwards unfortunate 
sistet, Mstfiau^atkftntCta of Austria, then Queen of France, entering on his way 
tp Parity the august amphitheatre formed by art and nature around the Place de 
Perou, he drew hack* astonished, and could not forbear whispering to his Oti>' 
man attendants, *^Quel d^mndig^ c^e <fet Place soit a Montpeher.** [What» 
pliy «idh. a4Sqqalc a» thirihouUk bea^ Montpelier.] 



Y Bttsy a dctog nothing. 
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The penoniil neatoes^ of the Fiench fiuBied a pkasing 
oootiast to the slovenliness of the people, bo disglisti^ in 
the churches of Italy, but the souls al the hdntoal choristers 
were discordantly attuned. They frequently smiled at one 
another in their novel metamorphosis, and their white robes, 
emblematic of spotless purity, were often sullied with re- 
peated use. 

On the 10th of May we again set out for Paris, now taking 
the road through the Bourbonnois, as we had alieady tra- 
yersed the vine-covered hills of Burgundy. 

Nothing remarkable occurred during the journey, which 
consisted of the usual ups and downs, pains and pkasuies, 
fiitiffueand repose, across a territory diversified as umal with 
ne^riect and cultivation, country and town. 

Komantic ideas were rekindled b v the antiquated walls of 
the Gothic castle with its appenoant chapel, shaded with 
coeval elms, in which, inHhe days of chivalry, had resided 
the Chevalier Bayard, the pink of knighthood ; and the 
walls of the neighbouring inn wa'e hung with family por- 
traits from the ailapidated chateau* 

The towns we now passed through began to resemUe those 
of England, enough to remind us of En^ish contiguity, and 
every thing wore the face of returning to objects we had been 
used to contemplate with personal affisction or national par- 
tiality. 

As we passed through the forest of Fontainebleau by the 
light of a brilliant moon, our baggage jolted off without 
notice, as we rattled Over the pavement ; and when we stopped 
on discovering the disaster, to gather up our trunks agam, as. 
they lay scattered about the rofid, some ill-looking fdlows 
passed by in a cabriolet, wboabnsed us for thieves, and would 
probably haye shared the pretended booty, if they had thought 
themselves strong enough to have taken it from us by force. 
Next day we approached the good city of Paris by the 
banks of the Seine, which are tefe beautifally ornamented 
with cheerful villages, and proud noblemen's seats, die re- 
mains of anti-revolutionary grandeur. Among them we 
were shewn the delightful retreat from which Ae unhappy 
Foulon was dragged to the fermenting capital, %ift.anoutn 
stuffed with straw, to expiate, a lu lant^rne^ the unpardon-i 
able outrage he had uttered, or was said to have uttered, 
against the majesty of the many-headed monster. 

The wretched father must have met upon the load with 
veusatidns undescribable, the head of his son-in-law, hoisted 
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oa a pole, round which the cannibak of Paris were dimcing 
fa ira with savage yells. 

But the storm is now blown over ; the approaches of the 
metropolis of France are no longer strewedwith fallen trunks 
and mangled limbs, the banks of the Seine again smile with 
the rajrs of a temperate sun, and display, once more the 
grateful appearances of peace and plenty. 

Our old lodgings on the Boulevards were not to be had, 
and as we ooJy meant to look about us and away, I took a 
suite of rooms upon the square of the Carousel, being the only 
tolerable apartments I could there find vacant, for the sake 
of fronting the Consular Palace, through the hall of which 
we might pass at will into the gardens m the ThuiHeries^ con- 
necting across the Place de la Revolution with the Ely* 
sian Fields, and the adjacent country toward the Bois de 
Bottlc^ne and the hills of St. Cloud, so that here in the 
heart of a crowded capital you may enjoy the air and the 
openness of a rural retirement. 

Only three doors from us, however, begins the narrow 
rue Nicain, where but a few days before we arrived, a keg 
of powder had been blown up in a cart, which purposely * 
obstructed the passage at the moment when the First Consul 
was going in his coach towards the Opera. The carriage 
however brushed by, and left the adjacent houses to su^ 
the destruction in which it was intended to have been in« 
volved. 

^ Bonaparte betrayed no signs of discomposure on the occa^ 
sion, and spent the same evening at the Opera Coraique, 
which he was so near pasring upon thai undiscovered bourne^ 
from whence no traveller returns. 

, The Courts of the Thuiilleries now again exhibit all the 
pajrade of royalty over the grave of the unfortunate Loufa. 
Once or twice a week they ring with the coaches of the Heads 
pf Departments, Ministers from foreign courts, and strangiers 
of rank, who crowd the consular levee, ambitious of behold- 
ii^ the first man in Europe. Once or . twice a month, its 
walls reverberate with the drums and trumpets of eight or 
ten thousand regular troops, which are constantly stationed 
in the vicinity. M Paris., 

On Uiese occasions, the palace swarms with impati«it speo* 
tators, who are then only admitted by tickets difficult to.be 
procured, except, as form^ly , by ttie fiivour ctf a kept mis- 
tress, or a valet*de-chambre ; and the Place de Carousel 
teems with the good people of Paris, whilst the First Con* 
sul, Bliounted on a milk«white d^arger, in a cocked hat and 
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l^reen coat, the aHiftNrm of big haij ^nards^ attended hj hk 
staff officers in blue ai^d gold, their hdrtc^ superbly capari- 
a6ned, gallops along the ranks— divides them to right and 
left^«-or stops their rapid evolutions to distinguish a fellow- 
0#ldier of the army of the Alps, the Appenfiities, cfr the Py- 
fca cc s .of the Rhine, or of the Nile, by presenting him 
with a sword of honour, which crtaites the- wearer for life, 
the rampart-of his person, or the in^tvuraent of his will. 

A few days since this hopeful Son of the Church Catho^ 
Hifue ApostoUfue tt Romaine^ absolved' by the Genius of 
Victory from every sin, was recieived'by the Constitutional 
Clergy at the gfeat door of Notre Dame; and conducted to 
a Uftrone opposite to that of the Bishop or Archbishop of 
Paris, for 1 do not recollect whether it has been judged con- 
sistent with the policy of state to re-cfeate the metropolitan 
order of pt lesthood, though I know that the obligation of 
celibacy nas not been thought materially to controvert the 
equal privileges of the Citot/ens de la Republique Franqaise. 
Here the Commander-inK^hief assisted at high mass, and 
heard with devout attention a political sermon pronounced 
by the ci-devant Archbishop of Ai'Xi-^the same meek and 
accommodating prelate who twenty yeiii's before had congra- 
tulated: Louis X VL iipon his accession to the throne of his 
ancestors. 

• Instead of dining constantly at home we frequently take 
a morning walk along the Seine, through the range of gar- 
dens before- described, and ditie edairaUeur^s in the Elyslan 
Fidds,- where any thing we Older ifr seired up in five mi- 
nutes* ^ After dinner we stroll into tfae'country, or, as we are 
grave or gav, we amuse ourselves for an hour or two in the 
piet^ife^ganery, or contemplate with humbling sensations, 
the idoMiments^ preserved from revolutionary fury in the 
Cloiifertf'oi^thil Aifgifstines. 

" Seusetiibes we perambulate the drding Boulevards, to 
the Javdin^ des Plantes ; sometimeis we engage a chariot to 
drive to y incemies, or St. 'Denis ; and sometimes we take 
boat to St. Cloud. •' »' • 

When we weie- hete before, a* silver key would ojien. the 
palace; but it is now fitting up for the residence of the itew 
■orerei^^ for whose state the 'paVflioft* of Malinaison fias 
faeoocnetooooiifinedk i k. ,. . , 

The;nft83t step forwards will tabe '^t Piivt' Goiisnl to Yer* 
sailks,^ as iheretrogmde motions of t^e H^olution brought 
kifr poyal prsdeoessor fiom YersalUtet^ St^'Cload^ and from 
8t; CImid'to the prisowof tbe Tedijde. 
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We miss some . agreeable camp^nions vith vihom vre be- 
fore visited these interesting scenes ; and to-morrow., sfktisfied 
-with Paris, we set out in a post-chariot for the Straits of 
Dover. 
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JOURNEY FROM PARlis TO LONDON, ACTROSS THE S¥RAm) 

• OF DOVER. • 

.... •  : • ' •• • ' i 

London, June iO, ISOl. '^ 

HE fellow that brought the chaise from the Aqiais^, tied 
our trunk betwei^ii th^ for<^- wheels in aaeh a maxwer that it 
soon shook itself loose, yet he. conscientioualy; charged me 
two crowns for the rope, and: when I appealed ta the lairid^ 
lord against the bare^i^cod imposition, he. was quite ignof 
rant of the talue^ :according to the laudable '€usl»m of! the 
old countries, where no by-stander will ever interfere ipnaa 
appeal against extortion. li 

We BOW raitled for the last^ time ihrough the streets 6f 
Paris^wiihoiuA any occasion to regret the. disinterested friendi 
we were leaving behind us, and rolled, .through the fate of 
St. Deois^ the ^perb memprial ^S the piide< or the proW«88 
of Louis le Grand, without ^ver wishing to behold a^similaT 
trophy erected in the streets ;€^ Philad^phia.^ Fora irord 
in the ear of my American readen-^tibe gates of ihe jnoder^ 
c^pitalsiof Europe, xu^Ioiiger! defended by .their walls, am 
huge masses of brick; 0« fit oli^^lwbich 'serve. no^putpose mrfaat^ 
ever, qnleas the; uoneciesia]^ kxne of blbckingnip the crowUed 
bighwaiy; ausd if mth(i»^'St<rDeni^ oc Temple-bar were ^ 
the entrance' of ^UrtetH»t*eetiy, th^y trould. certainly be m 
ra^v^ as troublesfNoae iiNfutaibEalideSb . . i 

A£ter climbing; uj) the tediaus isubu'rboF Montmartre, andl 
diQari^g the. Barderev^e galloped 'iritli thelutodlong speed 
of A French postiUioiiiaioogiikhe leivfil pavement that kads 
directly to St. Denis, between a double row of lofty>dnM^ 
which have happiiyiwiibatdod the. i^iilxvirid of : the Revo- 

The approach of St. Denis is peculiarly interesting from 
the Gothic spires of the B^eidli6tme Abbey in the long drawn 
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akle of whose gloomy chapel, from ftge to age, and from 
generation to generation, 

Under the high embowed roof* 
With storied arches niassj proof*, 

reposed the Capets and the Bourbons of a thousand yean, 
until its marble sanctuaries were profaned with revolntionarj 
sacrilege, by incarnate furies, violating the asylum of the 
grave. 

The town itself is mean and unpromising, its dark and 
dirty streets being always crowded with the meanest cabrio- 
lets and fiacres of Paris i for at St. Denb, even before the 
Revolution, nothing was princely but the mass priests that 
prayed their repenting princes out of the pangs of purgatory ^ 
of whose pains and penalties the Bourbons were, m general, 
piously apprehensive, and prudently deprecatory. 
. We reached Chantill^ time enough for an evening walk 
among the frowning rums of the castle, whose premature 
dilapidation, under the unsparing hand of a mercenary 
purchaser, will not sufier one stone upon another to survive 
its last princely possessor — ^now an exded wanderer, without 
a home. 

But a bridge, once defended by cannon, stiU vaults over 
the fots£, ana exhibits to the returning em%rant, an eqnes- 
trian statue of a Cond6 or a Montmorenci, vamly brandish- 
ing the abdicated truncheon of a Mar^schal of Fiance ; 
and the moatxd tower is not yet prostrated, in which the 
royal Louises were wont to lodge, if they visited their 

Jrincely cousin on their way to Compeiene, when the Grand 
f onarques rolled aloag in state coaches, through admir- 
ing crowds, preceded by running footmen ; followed by led 
horses ; and surrounded with bo^ guards. 

Half way between Paris and Calais we passed through 
Amiens, the capital of Picardy, become famous Hwe we 
first saw it, by the tardy Treatv which has given peace to 
the world, after a war that had depopulated, dismembered, 
or revolutionized the fairest realms m Europe ; overturned 
the richest colonies of Asia, Africa, and America, and Id- 
volved within its whelming vortex the remotest nations oi 
theelobe. 

We arrived in the dusk of the evening, fmd I spent the 
glimmering twilight in solitary contempwlion around the 

* Miltoa. 
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tenerable c&lheilral, which is one of the finest Gothic struc* 
tures in Ihc world. 

As you approach this imposing edifice^ the loif^ tows o€ 
flying buttresses, grey with the moss of ages, ana solemn 
with the consecrated emblems of Christian sanctity, im« 
press the spectator with awe and terror; and at the west 
end, the foot of the prostrate cross, the fretted battlements^ 
and aery pinnacles, terminating at unequal heights, pro* 
duco an effect of mystical illusion, unknowir to the ri^u« 
larity of Grecian ordonnance; while in the centre a broad 
arcade, contracting within the thickness of the walls, to the 
just dimensions of a Gothic door-way, exhibits, instead of • 
clustered pillarets, a host of Saints and Angqls aspiring ta 
the glorified Redeemer. 

This door is never opened but at the celebration of high 
mass. We must go round to that of the south transept 
to enter the hallowed pile. There a little wicket opens at 
once upon the ribbed arcade, whose conic height and wife- 
drawn length, abruptly terminate in the deep refulgence of 
a circular window, forty feet diameter, glowiiw with all the 
colours of the rainbow, which penetrate in radiant &pangle» 
the entortillatcd perforations of Gothic fHUgree. 

Between Amiens and Abbeville we met a number of Eng- 
lish post-chaises, and two or three coaches and four, driving' 
gaily to Paris under the protection of Lord Whitworth, the 
British Ambassador, who had been welcomed to France 
with joyful acclamations; and all the beggars of thede- 
partm^it were now collected upon the Calais road, to s^* 
lute the Mi Lor's with, ^' Madame et Monsieur^ VeSei de 
votre bonfe, je vous en prie: nous mourrons de faimi^ 
&c. &c. *" 

The nobility and gentry of the sea^-girt isle^ happy to 
get again upon the Continent, from which they had been, 
so long excluded, took the bowing crowd at their word, for 
the honour of Old England, and generally threw out an ec^, 
or a ptice de cinq francs j aa they drove away from the post-* 

bouse. 

The circumsiance was unfavourable for us, who were be- 
sieged with equal importunity, though we were, going the 
contrary way, and had been long enough in France to knovr 
jthat nobody was starving. 

As we: entered into Abbeville, a large manufacturing 

* Gemlcm^ and Ladies, a litUe charity^if you please : we are' dying witE 
hunger. 
. SWITZERLAND. J K fc 
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|dace, the postiUian's bidet fdt down, and the boy prored 
to demonstration the utilitjof jack-bools, of tvbich 1 shoald 
otherwise have Jeft France winiout having been convinced^ 
by drawing his 1^ unhurt from under the horse's side. 

He^was mountfd again in a twinkling, and at the post- 
kouse door he left us a prey to the beggars, male and female, 
that collected from all quarters on Eearing a chaise drive 
up. 

Here I unluckily affnonted the whole irascible tribe, by 
pettisdly advising one of them, with a child in her arms, 
to go home and mind her business ; and we only escaped be* 
ing mobbed through the streets of this hospitable towQ., by 
kurrying the postillion and driving off full gallop. 

The Barri^re brought us up^ and as another herd of rag- 
amuffins surrounded us here also, and teazed us all the 
'while we were making change, I asked the tolUgatherer 
if there were no means of preventing such a troublesome 
imposition upon strangers. ** Non, Monsieur," was the answer. 
On which I assured Sim they would fiiul the way to stop it 
in Cngland. <* Je le crois bien*," replied he; for a French- 
nan is always ready to allow that things msLy be better ma- 
naged in England. 

At the next village 1 asked a well-dressed man that stood 
by^ wh^her the people of the place were all beggars ; and 
on hi^ replying in the negative, I advised him, for the credit 
of the town, to disperse the imposing rabble, among whom 
there wap not a single one that could plead old age or de- 
crepitude. 

Sfontreuil is situated upon a commanding eminence, and 
strongly fortified, though it was taken by the Duke of 
Marlborough, when he ravaged the Low. Countries. 

Midway between the modem sea-ports of Bouk>gne and 
Calais, was situated the Iccius Portus, from whence Julius 
Caesar embarked for Britain. 

Oafai^ having been taken from, the French by Edwani III# 
against whom it had been gallantly defended, as we learn 
from the story of Eustache de St. Pierre, which has been 
€5elebrated by poets and painters, remained in the hands of 
the English tyro hundred years, when the Duke of Guise 
Tetook it by stratagem i4 155», the last year of Queen 
Mary. 

Here we drove to the Hotel d^Angleterre, celebmted by 
Iterne, under the nam^ of its then proprietor^ Bessd&« 

* InMkeafRd^obtQfit. 
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<Jt is probably the nloAl spdctoiis and eonrenl&At inti Uptw 
the Continent, coataining witliki itself, a biUidrd-room^ a 
coffee-house, a theatre, &c. &c. 

Next -morning we cleared ourselves out at the custom- 
Jbouse, and took our paifea|^e for Doy(;r, in a French packet- 
boat, the English 'watermen not being permitted td take 
passengers from Calais. 

There were a great many people on board, and when the 
officen of the cuStomi ^anie to search for money, More 
than ten Louis d'ors being prohibited under pain of for- 
feiture, they compliitiented us by taking our word for it^ 
thongh they searched their own country-people with su»> 
pidious rigour. 

The wind bkw fresh from the north-eiist, alid In half an 
hour's time we wer^ all sc^a-sick. The cabin floor, wet wits 
the spray of the sea,> was covered over with gtpanifi^ pa- 
tients, and the cabin-boys wer^ fally employed in handiotf 
their basons from one puling youth to another. 

Three chr four hours^ Ifow^ver, brought us to ad wchor 
MP Dover-sauds, and a boat was soon alonfgslide fronl tho 
town, for it would be contrary to all the rul^ of hnpositioA 
for the skipper to land his own passengdrs. 

The f boatmen weie at fiilsi jIo extortiomite, that wepe* 
remptorily refused their demand^ a guinea a-pieee tbt the 
EngUsh passeitgeni. The fdreignienr, sick as they >refe^ Must 
by no means be landed without a permit (Mm the clisltoM- 
house. 

The fellows Irdveved rcmnd ui for an hour, to pnhrtet 
others from coming off to usy and finally oflbred to ptft us 
asboref for a crown a-piece. This Was joyfuify tffteMt6. 

I told themf we were foreigners^ as we got into the boa^; 
but they said, they^d risque tkaty if we'd a mifkS lo f^s 
for English. 

In less than five minutes they run us u^^ the beaeb, and 
ive had scarcely ^ot through the breakers, before i^t wetf^r sur- 
round^ by a dozen waiters from' the ptmcipal iitns, eagerly 
thrdstinj^ their c£nrds into our liiaiidsj and sibUoitiilg ouc 
custom for their nespective houses. 

I gave the name of the oite for whtdh I had a caMt, to 
^ rid of their imptortunities, and' one of the feUbws, wiVh 
ondaunted as6ura;nGe, offered t6 lead us thither dirdetly ; blit 
the rogue took us to anbtber, without our knoY^tiig; it^ m^ 
actually pocketed a fee for inveigfing us to his ow>i huahat* 

It was the sign of the Shipy where boweve|) w» %eie 
nr^ell WiVkf^ lodfcdy toA conM ammb cywwhrMf fitow ^w. 
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windows with tbe coniioual dri^e at the'door of an Eiiglisli 
inn ; and the eager motions of the passengers in the street, 
all of whom ap])earcd to be intent upon some urgent bu- 
siness. 

Every body looked snng and bold ; and tbe firm step, 
haughty air, and tight dress, of th^ ^vt>n}en, struck us witb 
the force of novelty, after having been two years upon the 
Continent. 

My B was quite exhausted by the fatigues we had 
undergone since we quitted Rome ; but some affairs calling 
me immediately to -London, I left her the next evening, 
taking a seat for the metropolis in tlie mail-coach. 

We set out at seven o'clock, starting to a minute. The 
guard behind ~made the town ring again, with the harsh 
isound of his horn, and we drove rapidly along the gravel 
Inrnpike, the gates of which flew open as we approached, 
four stout horses making light of the snug carriage to which 
they were tightly harnessed. 

Until it became quite dark, I amused myself with ad« 
miring the sheltered cottages, and trim enclosures, by which 
"we passed; and when the lamps were lighted before, I leaned 
back and went to sleep in my corner, till I was suddenly 
-roused by the blowing of the horn, as we rattled over the 
rough pavement of the city of Canterbury. 

Here we stopped at the King's Head, the Fountair, or the 

'Red.Lion ; whichever it was, there we supped at niidnight, 

and the whole hour we were there, the neighbourhood rang 

with ^tage-coaclies. Coming and going in every direction, 

as if the whole country was up in arrtis. 

By day-light we had driven sixty miles, and I waked up 
to see the varied landscape from Shooter's-hiU, the smoking 
metropolis at a distance ; and listen to the smart clack of 
the bar-maids and hostlers, who occasionally refreshed th? 
coachman or his horses. 

The girls cried, f* good morning t'ye,^' with a sprigbt- 
liness to which I had been long unaccustomed, and the bovs 
ivould sometiraiss set us off again, with a <5 drive on, coachy/' 
in tones that bespoke tbe hurry of an English road. 

We soon entered the suburbsxjf the largest city in the world, 
though it may not be the most populous ; drove through 
the winding streets of Southwark, rumbled over London- 
bridge, und dropping the mail at the Post-office, went on to 
the Angel at SU Clement's. 

I settled my business that moniing, found myself alone, 
^hout the comjianim of my travels, among a million o( 
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people, who were all too much immersed in their own aSairs^ 
to trouble their heads about me, and set out again the samft 
evening for Dover, which I reached in time to breakfast 
with her next morning. 

A day or two afterward I took a post-chaise to whirl (or 
the third time over the same ground. We dined at Canter- 
bury upon a neck of mutton, a gooseberry pudding, and a 
-bottle of porter, for we could neither of us yet dispense 
with soup, on a raw day, or relish English wines, after 
drinking the pure jutc0 of the grape in France and Italy; 
and were charged for this sparing meal eleven shillings and 
sixpence sterling : a sum for which four persons might 
have feasted in France upon all the delicacies in season. 

After dinner we walked to the Cathedral, in which is eovot 
fine painted glass. 'Upon one of the monuments we were 
{shown the tattered armour of £dward the Black Prince, who 
was here interred, from which, our conductor informed us, 
when the soldiers went oil' upon the expedition to the coast 
of Brittany, many of them took away a shred,' as a pledge 
of conquest. 

r Light state-coachesj trim post-chaises, and elegant cha- 
riots, now frequently enlivened the road ; and we stopped, 
for the night, at a neat inn at Rochester, where it was 
coidenongh to demand afire, though we had needed none 
since we lei't Rome, and it was now the beginning of June. 

Next morning we set out, in a drizzling rain, to lost 
purselves, once more, in the labyrinth of London. 
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GENERAL 9K.ETCIIES QF THE SOVTH OF EUROPE. 

London, August 1802. 

XxAVlNG now made what is called the lesser tour of 
Europe, I take up ray pen to sketch oflF a general view of 
the different nations, which are so strikingly contrasted to 
each other in a space not greater than that of the Unitert 
States, and only separated by a current of water, or a ridge 
of mountains, sometimes by lines of demarcation altogether 
imperpeptible ; yet the neighbouring inhabitants of frontier 
provinces, often inimical} and always unfriendly , are fep|ce4 
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tJader the old goTernment the French ^w* o. - ._ 
r^,^ ; , °' «'■"«*«•. «!"= abbreviated creod of (k. 

DE I. A1«E*. 

aho fc^nJ^, ^^^""<^^ ^'^ t*e laws, public inscription, wei^ 
iDJSdlr^^ It was common, wS 

iff WuslJ, ''''""^'^' ^"^ "^ """"'" '^P'"'' ''**'* ^^ 

CUot/ensJ nspectez hs Proprietts Nationaux.f or 

<Atoi/ensrespecte% les Proprietis ^autruu Elles sent kf 
J^^^ ae ses travavx €{ le recompense de &on industrieX. - 

^^y^^"^ *^^ ^f *^? ^^ *^^"s «»»J *l^e fronts of palaces ha4 
.tong^een read with terror the Revolutionary motto : 

Limx&TX: EOALlTl! f»ATERNlTEl OU LA MORT§J 

The last word of the climax had been effaced .before bur 
jirnval, by the authority of the five dictators, or at the 
liiree consuls : and while we were at Paris, an obnoxioua 
label, indicating the identical balcony of the Louvre from 
which Charles IX. had fired upon his protestant subjecli. 
on the bloody eve of St. Bartholomew, disappeiircd ill Ihff 
nighty and was never replaced. 

IJut the equivocal or delusive exelamation of 

JPaix au Peuple ! Guerre au Gouvernement AngfoUl ' 
still i»ma«o^9 as it had b^u long scrawled cm Hm m^h nf 

• The French Niatioa acknowledgef the SitpreiBe IS^mrmd th^ inmi i r r J *^ 

«f the soul. * »wiwiorT^#,ry 

f Citizeiu respect the national property. 

$ liberty, Equajity, Fratemiiy, orpcail^ 

1 Pe4«c to th» J^copWI Wiur to thf Qiff*mm»4eMa^^mA 
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Ibeaties and gntird^houses ; for the French inyariabljr 
fNTofess the ntroost consideration for their brave enemies the 
£ngUsh, and veni all their rage upon Pitf , ^ith a prolonged 
Diablel 

The impositions of goyernment since the Revolutionary 
cfibrvescence has subsided^ are now again as patieMty su&red 
•ft ever thcj were under the ancien regime. 

A Frenchman never sajs a wor4 about politics. His un« 
fiiiling topics are the opera and the theatre — the last battle 
or the next review. Every town of any size in France 
Iioasts its spectacle^ but it takes all the population of the 
Soutb^ including Lyons, and Bourdeanx, Nismes, Toulon, 
•nd Marseilles, to support a single provincial newspaper* 
Even the Paris journals arc squeezed into a single half sheef, 
Jlnd only perused to amuse a lounge in the alleys of the 
Palais Royal, or the mall of the Thuilleries, or to kill time 
at the traiteur^s while coffee is preparing, or dinner serving 
ttp. 

Under the Princes of the House of Bourbon, the oppressed 
•people frequently revenged themselves upon their supine or 
vicious Monarcns, tfhen rioting in all the omnipotence of 
Versailles, with lampoons of the most cutting irony, sotiie of 
%hich, though well known, 1 cannot forbear repeating, as 
proofs that hollow blasts against religion and royalty pre- 
ceded the earthquake of the Revolution . 

When Louis XIF forbade the repetition of the pretended 
miracles that were wrought at the tomb of a certain abbe, in 
Paris, somebody wrote upon the wall of the ch*rch-yard j 

De par le Roi f Defense a Dieu 
De faire miracle en ce lieu*. 

And tl>e equestrian statue of his successor, in the beautiful 
square that once bore his name, was inscribed, like anothen 
tomb-stone, with a provisional epitaph ; 

Ci git notre Roi, comme il eat a Versailles, 
Sans foi, sans loi, et sans entraillesf . 

The statue itself, a noble production of the chisel of Bou- 
chardon, was placed upon an elevated pedestal, supported 

. • By Royal mandate, G — d's forbid 
'^o heal the sick or revise the jiead. 
T B^old our royal master in monumental stone, 

As lawless, faitldess, brainless, as whyn upoB tbe tbroae* 
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by the cardinal virtues^ aad the adulatory arrangement gave 
occasion to the cutting gibe^ 

Bouchardon est un animal, 

Et son ouvrage fait pitie, 
II monte le Vicie a cheval, 

£t laisse les Venus a pii^% 

Upon this very spot, the statue having beeil overthrdwn^ 
and broken to pieces^ the thirtieth sovereign of a dynasty, 
which had reigned in France a thousand years, lost his head 
upon a public sca£Pold^ under the affectionate exclamatioa 
of his trembling confessor : 

Son of St. Louis ^ dstend to Iteaven! 

In Italy, at the boundary of every district, especially in 
the kingdom of Naples, vou behold the apparatus of the 
crucifixion, completely mrnished with the reed, the spedt 
and the sponge ; and your eyes are continually saluted with 
little images of the Virgin, or coarse paintings representing 
to the life, monks and friars in the act of delivering out of 
the flames of purgatory the holy souls of the faithful. [Le 
anim6 sant6 del purgatorio.] 

Upon the fronts of churches and the frontispieces df altars^ 
a protestant eye is there often offended with the incongruous 
dedication of 



DEO ET OIVO ANTONIO, OR FRANCBSCOf ; 

and beholds with aversion the adoration of the Virgin Mary^ 
under the heathen deification of 

RBOINA CCELif, 

or the antichristian attribute of 

OBIFARAIN CdLUBi ASSUMFTAf. 



1 

* O Ge, Bouchardon, 
What a pitiful brute. 
To set Vice on horseback. 
And Virtue on foot, 
f To God and St. Anthony, 6r St.Francii 
^ Queen of Heaven. 
§ Mother of God, takea up' into Heavenu 

ftVriTZERLAND.j < i 
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One may trace the character of the principal nations of 
Europe in the appellations of their ships of war. 
For instance, when we read in the newspapers, of 
The Ocean, \ 

The Goliah f ^^ ^^^ 

The TemWe, or C ' 

The Invincible, y 
The Vulture sloop, or 

The Spitfire bomb ketcli, we perceirc the 
furious spirit of the Mistress of the Deep. 

The threatening and • bombastic vanity of the French, is 
equally indicated by their 

Sans Pareils, • 

Temeraires, and their 
Vengeances; 
While the supine devotion of the Spaniarda, and the saag 
OBConomy of the Dutch, are characterised by the weight of 
metal of 

II San Josef, or 

La Madre de todos los Santos, 

[The Mother of all the Saints. J 

And the shallow draft of the broad sixty fours, and spreading 

Indiamen, which sail from the flat coast of Holland under 

the homely denomination of 

Dc Vryheid, 
De Brodershap, or 
De Vrouw een Zulke. 
[Good Wife such-a-one.J 
The British Navy, which now rides paramount upon the 
roaring deep, though Spain once fitted out an armada that 
was judged imincible^ and Holland long afterward disputed 
with the Queen of the Ocean the empire of the seas, has been 
imperceptibly created by the trade of the nation, while that 
of the French is occasionally puffed up by the spirit oi the 
people. 

One is the hardy ofl&pring of individual activity. The 
other is the puny heir of national pride.. One is com- 
manded by practical theorists, the other by theoretical prac- 
titioners. N 

But French and English philosopb«l»< a^d fipoculatists 
stand upon equal ground. They disco^fed at the same 
momeht the principle of the telegraph to rpgulate the mo- 
tions of their hostile fleets^ By tb^ ciHn|)en4ioiia operation 
a few minutes is sufficient to convey from- LoiidoB' to Ports* 
mouth, or from Paris to Brest, the will irf^tlieFiht^onsuI^ or 
the directions of the Admiralty. 
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Thesign-postsof inns, and other public exbibitioBS, are 
equally characteristic of nattcmal blasses. 

in Kngiaiid it is the King's Head, or that of the Admiral 
who gained the last sea-iight — a Black Bull — or a Red Lion; 
and the rooms are bung with some naval victory, or the 
racers that have i¥on plates at Newmarket. 

In a French town you shall be advertised at the Cbapeau 
d'or, formerly perhaps La Couronne Royale, ^^ Ici on loge 
a pi^d et a cheval* ; and within you may inform yourself 
at leisulre of the next spectacle, or the last review. 

In Catholic countries you may dine at an Albergo Reale, 
upon the fare of a muleteer, and lodge in a chamlxar hung 
with as many crucifixes and Madonnas as would furnijsh the 
ceil of a monk. 

Many of the foregoing circumstances may appear at first 
sight incredibly absurd, but most national peculiarities are 
the result of causes and necessities which pass unobserved^ 
while their effects are obvious to censure or approbation. 

Thus the flat bottoms and blunt prows of Dutch mer- 
chantmen have been formed upon the sands of their coast, 
and if the naval genius of Britain has originated from her 
insular situation, and innumerable sea ports, . the undaunted 
spirit of France may be as probably deduced from the ifflb- 
joyment of a cheerful climate invigorating the aiHinal 
spirits, without requiring laborious exertion. 

Perhaps the superstitious devotion of the South of Eu- 
rope, alike prevatent under the ancient and modem empire of 
Rome, may be also reibrfed to the influence of a relating 
atmosphere, which disposes the body to sensual indulgences, 
and the mind to indolent contemplations. 

But it is a more palpable fact , that Grecian sculpture sprung 
out of the quarries of Paros in a genial atmosiphere, and 
that British ingenuity owes its origin to the necessities pf an 
uncomfortable climate, supplied by mines of coal and iron. 

It can hardly be doubted that Egypt owed its a&rtronomical 
ideas to an unclouded sky, and conceived the design of its 
massy structures among rocks of granite ; as Rome jdanned 
its extensive edifices amidst mountains of free ^ne, while 
the still barbarous gable ends of Germany and Holland be- 
speak the meanness of their native materials ; and under an 
unfostering sun, all the wealth of England is never likely 
to rival the pride of her nearest neighbour, in the arts of 
sculpture and architecture. 

* Entertaiiunent for Mas and Hone. 
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A 6ertain Great Personage, who patronises the Royal Aca** 
demy of London, is said to have early declared his opinion^ 
that £ngland was too cold a country for sculpture ; and the 
absurdity of shivering through marble halls and open por- 
ticos, in a climate which requires comfortable accommoda* 
tions three fourths of the year, has been so universally ob- 
served, that every modern impro.ver builds his liouse by the 
rules of convenience, and only distributes hie grounds by 
those of taste. 

In England', where the day approaches twilight darkness 
one half pf the year, while commerce furnishes plenty of 
train oil, every town pf any size is well lighted at night, 
and the streets of London, nay the public roads for five 
miles round the metropolis, shine every evening with innu- 
merable lamps ; while in thb happier climates of the South, 
Paris itself is but scantily hung with reverberators suspended 
by ropes over the middle of the streets^ and Rome and Nar 
pies would be left in total darkness, if it were not for the 
flambeaux of footmen, and the glimmering lamps that twinkle 
before Madonnas. 

In England the various arts of agriculture, manufactures, 
and commerce, have been improved to a degree of perfection, 
of which little idea can be formed by any thing to be seen 
elsewhere, though the French cultivate their vines with a 
great deal of skill, and their manufactures of china, tapes- 
try and plate glass are perhaps unequalled : but their social 
gaiety is ill adapted to the tedious and solitary operations 
of commerce and colonisation. Witness the little progress 
that was made in Canada, while the British colonies were 
rising into an independent empire ; and the instability of 
their possessions in both the Indies, which have invariably 
6unk under the ascendancy of Britain. 

Immense wealth has been the consequence of patient and 
persevering industry. Improvements of every kind have 
kept equal pace in England, the gravel turnpikes rattle 
with the chariots of the nobility and gentry, the post- 
chaises of genteel travellers, and mail-coaches driven in a 
style of elegance unknown elsewhere; while the paved 
Tdads of France exhibit nothing like riding for pleasure but 
two-wheeled po^t-chaises, clumsy stage-coaches^ swag^^iiig 
heavily along with a calash before, and a baggage wa^oti 
behind, and flying machines for conveying the mail, which 
resemble an ammunition cart, or the hearse of an hospital. 
41ike in the cabriolet and in the voiture, the harness is tieij 
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together with ropes, and the passengers stream through the 
country in their night-caps. 

Only at Paris is it thought necessary to appear with de» 
cency , and even there, whatever was the case before the Re- 
Tolution, you now see nothing like the trim equipages of 
Pall-mall or Hyde-park. 

There the coachman, an elderly domestic, appears with 
all the gravity of decorum in a bob wig and laced hat, and 
the footmen, of whom more than two are rarely crowded on 
at a time, as is often done upon the Continent, are the tallest 
and handsomest fellows you see, in rich liveries— -their 
Iiats fiercely cocked, and their feet on tip-toe, with canes 
or umbrellas in their hands. 

On an excursion into the country the chariot and four 
flies rapidly along the highway, with a snug postillion upon 
each pair, in a jockey cap, a tight jacket, and leather 
breeches, booted and spurred— a couple of ont-riders gal« 
loping after. 

At Paris, for want of this attention to propriety, the 
coachman often looks more like a gentleman than his master, 
and the raacearoni footman might pass for a beau of the ton. 

But upon the public roads, the gargons of the post* 
houses, an establishment which has been sufficed to retaiu 
its anti-revolutionary privileges, are to the full as inattentive 
to the duties of their station as our American domestics* 
The hostler never troubles himself to open the door of your 
chaise, or to put up the step for you, and the postillion 
ivill receive his bonnc'tnain^ though half as much again as is 
given in England, without ever saying he thanks you, much 
less stirring his hat. — Nay his discontented rapacity often 
urges him to ask for, quelque chose pour boire* into the 
bargain. 

In France the Consular reviews, diplomatic entertain- 
nients, and anniversary rejoicings, amuse the public, and 
absorb the wealth of individuals or the state, in conjunction 
with balls and operas, kept mistresses, and games of 
chance. 

In England, public dinners, routs, and masquerades^ 
are often the occasion of incredible expence. Thousands 
are frequently pledged upon the event of a horse-race, and 
whole estates are sometimes risqued and thrown away upon 
a cast of the die. 

In Italy, the church itself is a fiuhionable place of amuse- 

* Somethiog to drink. 
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mevA^ ftiBce the oeremonies of the choir pervert it into an 
opera, to which nothing is wanting but the ballet — Well 
mgbi die Indian Chief who was taken to church at Phila- 
delphisi, and found his native veneration for the Deity dis- 
turbed by the customary rotatioB of the protestant service—- 
well might he have said, if he had wandered as far from his 
native woods as the plains of Italy, and beheld the perpetual 
repetition of ^he mass : " These people teaze the good spirit 
too much.'' 

The only extravagances of princes and cardinals is the 
buildkig and furnishing of palaces, for churches are no 
longer erected even in Italy, and the follies of the carnival 
are too childish to be costly. The poor are every where 
Men basking in the sunshine, or reclining in the sliade, 
willingly relinqukhing all the comforts and conveniences 
wMch might be procured by industry, for idleness and ease. 

Thieves and beggars are accordingly the pest of Italy, 
and Italian jails are themselves a nuisance. They frequently 
open 4ipon ike most frequented stre^ by large grated win- 
^ws, through which the miserable wretches confined withm 
may be both seen and heard, to the great annoyance of pas- 
sengers. For European jails are not like those of the. county 
towns in Ametica, often inhabited by nobody but the 
jailer; and the barbarous custom of whipjping criminals 
through ihe streets of a populous city, abolished in Phila- 
deltihiaeven before the reformation of the penal laws, is 
alill pvaotissd under the priestly government of Rome, with 
dl its savage accompanimeiiis, so debasing to humanity. 

The petty states of 1 taly now generally settle their diffbr- 
enoes without appealing to the sword, but a prolestant is 
astomshed io find so little covdialitj between neighbouring 
nations, professing filial obedience to the same Spiritual 
Fath^. Their tinity i^ by no means oemented by tbeir de- 
irotioA# it it a truth, which no pains are taken to conceal, 
tint the Fiedmoiitese hate the Genoese — the Genoese hate 
tiie Twc^ns— ^the Tuscans hate the Venetians— the Vene- 
tians hate the Romans — the Romans hate the Neapolitans^— 
andsoTOWid. IT^et no Seetarian lnnovatoi« tb^re disturb 
the tcanquillity of established funotionaries by superior fer- 
iror ; all con^e alike in the tntarcession of saints, and 
•qually reiy npon pwgatovial purification. They worship 
the same objects of adoration, and the same ordors of monks 
and tmu» me every where tufpported fer the convetiience of 
vicarious mortification. 

Yet the friars of catholic countries are neither so numerous 
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nor so rich as protestaat travellers usually re|)resent them. 
Many of them labour for their own support— *liYe upon lit* 
tle-^sleep on straw — and rise at midnight to perform tbetr 
orisons; and if in Italy eighty or ninety thousand monks, 
lead a life of comparative inutility, we shpuld not forgol 
that two or three hundred thousand soldiers are not better 
employed in Prussia, in brushing their uniforms^ andi 
shouldering their firelocks. 

In Holland and Switzerland the people are all immersed 
in business, or secluded in retirement ; you there see no pa* 
rade of equipage — no throngs of idleness. 

A Hollander or a Swiss, with more condescension than 9St 
Englishman, and less obsequiousness than a Frenchman^ is» 
irksomely attentive, and fatiguingly polite. 

In Dutch and Swiss towns, the antiquated gentry strutting 
in blue and powder, contrive to be troublesome even to 
strangers of any appearance, by formal salutes. Among 
themsdves it was a farce to see two solemn prigs greet each 
other with due decorum'. By the time the arm was raised 
to the head, and the hat firmly grasped in the right hand, 
the social beings had generally passed each other without 
saying a word, and the respective hats often scraped tl^ 
ground at a distance of twenty yards from the place of 
meeting. 

Yet in the church these scrupulous professors of the re- 
formed faith, like the Protestants of France, often sit with 
their hats on, because their ancestors refused to uncoveff 
themselves before the mass, or the mass priest. 

At Amsterdam the old cloaths-man [of London] croaking 
like an American bull frog, and the puppet show-man and 
his wife [of Paris] are converted into Psalm-singers, who? 
perambulate the most populous streets, with edifying 
ditties. 

There industry is the order of the day, and even mastiff 
dogs' are madp to work like horses, to earn their living* 
Upon the level roads of Holland, paved with clinkers^ I 
Jrave seen a baker, his vrife) and child, sill riding at onoe 
in a bread cart, -dmwn by a dog. 

In England 5 tradesmen and shopkeepers are sufficiently 
imposing; but the moment you set your foot on the Con- 
tinent of Euvope, it behoves you to be upon your guard 
against every body with whom you have any thing to do. 
All European mercenaries cheat if they can, aind an nn* 
fledged foreigner i» fair game, to be decoyed by eveiy 
spaniel. 
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H^inst-eaeb oCber by the walls and ramparto 6f (oHiSeA 
towns, in wbich the mass of tbe people remains on botb 
tides wilfully ignorant of the arts, the language, and the 
leliffion of their neighbours. 

Travelkrs, for business or amnsenient, cannot visit neigh- 
bouring states without passports, even in time of peace ; 
^or can they carry with them a change of apparel, witbovl 
searched at every frontier, as defranders of the revc»- 
a system which has been every where sa much ove»- 
ttrained to support official prof osion, as to create mnuraeo 
Bsble smugglers. 

The coin of one ^te will not pass in another, witfaouft 
a oiscoBttt ; no alien is any where alV>wed to hold lands^ or 
^■evcise a handicraft among his jealous neighbours; ai^d 
national enmity is fomenteci into personal hatred, as the 
Miesl means of opposing- rivalry and preventing inaovi** 
lion. 

The beneficial operations of commerce are invariably 
shackled by priviieges and exclusions, instead of beings lefl^ 
like the rain of Heaven, to find their own level. NcMthing 
16 ttneontroHed ; oppressive regulations curb every exertion^ 
Und the si»bjeets of European governments have been wil- 
Uij said to be geterned io death. 

But under the feudal system, which prevailed in Ecirbpe 
ifll the twelfth' century, the rights of mankitid, natnrdi as 
ImU as civil, Were universally engrossed by Nobfe^and 
lEccIesia&tics,. althougih the {n-ivile^d orders scafcely any 
where formed a hundredth part of the community. 

The poverty of the people enters into the policy of op* 
pressive governments, and tbe innumerable multitudes 
that supply European fieets and armies could never be 
raised for the horrid purpose (^ spilling one another's bloodi 
if the populace of towns, and peasantry of the country^ werQ 
not upon the point of starving. 

But even the pressure of domestic misery, is not always 
sufficient to secure the national supplies. France has now 
. ^recourse to niititary requisitions, and British press-g4 
bave long set 9it ndught the boosted* liberty of tW jftmj 
At the b^inntng of tilie present war^ the Parltametit ef £hgf- 
land voted 100,00(> men for the service of the Navy sdone; 
»nd when insurrectionary^ France repelled at tte satne tima 
the Prussians and the Austrians on one side, aftdthoEag^ 
lish and the Royalists on the otlier, tbeie watf a< levji (M 
mmsse^ and 1,300,000 men were at onee inafrmshiiiiaotlMr 
jtong. e^ten^c^ fironlicars of (be new .ifpohUc^ 
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tJnder the old government the French ttrere as moch- 
thackled with exclusive privileges and inclusive restrictions 
as any ^f their neighbours, and the spire of every vittag« 
f^ually bespoke a religious profession established bylaw; 
but since the expulsion of the clergy, you see in broad letters 
tipon the walls of churches, the abbreviated creed of the 
regne de la terreur, as the tyranny of Robes pierre^ is now 
expressively denominated : 

S.B PSUPLS MSLAmcOU EKCONMOIT t-^ETKB 8QP&BMB« %T L*lHUO%TAUTtt 

DI L*A¥E*. 

After the abolition of the laws, public inscriptions weit 
ako found useful upon civil edifices. It was common, whea 
i passed through the country, to see written upon walU aa4 
put-housesy 

Ciiot/ens ! rtspectez ks Proprietis Natiottaux^i or 

Gtot/ens respectez les Proprietis tTautrui* Elles sent 1^9 
fruit de ses travavx ei le recompense de son indmstrieX* ' 

Upon the gates of towns and the fronts of palaces ha4 
,Ion^4)een read with terror the Revolutionary motto : 

LIBXRTSl EOALITX! FRATERNXTEI OU LA MOET$) 

7he last word of the climax had been effaced ^before tsm 
arrival, by the authority of the five dictators, or of the 
three consuls : and while we were at Paris, an obnoxious 
label, indicating the identical balcony of the Louvre ifrom 
which Charles iX. had fired upon his protestant subjects, 
on the Jbloody eve of St. Bartholomew, disappeajred iu fbtci 
night, and was never replaced. 

But the equivocal or delusive exelamation of 

Paix au Peuple ! Guerre au Gouvernement Angloisl ! 
fitUl liemained, as it had been long scrawled on the walls of 

• Hie French Nation acknowledges the Supreme Being and the immortalirf 
^the soul. 

t Citizens respect the national property. 

t Citizens respect the property of od^^rs, U xi t)ie. fruit of thtaf lahoor aol 
nhc reward of their industry. 

S Liberty, £qnaiity» Fraternity, or Deathi 

B Peawe t« th« FcopWi W«c to th« QQTerimem €)f S^land. 
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but reject them as queens, by a law whose origia is as old 
as the Monarchy, and its effects as recent as the Revolution. 

Englishmen m low life rarely quarrel without fighting 
(perhaps because they cannot find words to express their 
lage), but the volubility of a Frenchman permits him to 
vent his passion in words ; in France, accordingly, people 
will abuse one another by the hour, and separate without 
coming 'to blows, whilst in England, pugilists often strip 
without saying a word, and one or the other is sometimes 
carried off for dead. Yet an Englishman delivers his purse 
the moment 9 highwayman demands it ; while a Frenchman 
travels armed, and often loses his life in defending his mo- 
ney. 

An Englishman is proud, a Frenchman vain ; one lives 
splendidly in the country, the other in town ; one is most at 
ease when alone, the otner is never easy but in company ; 
one is barely ciyil, the other superfluously polite; one would 
serve you without professing tne least attachment, the other 
would declare himself whcnlv at your service, without the 
smallest intention to be use of to you. 

In a word, the English temper is the most respectable^ 
though the French renders itself the most amiable. Choose an 
Englishman for a friend — a Frenchman for an acquaintance. 

ui speaking, an Englishman puts the adjective before the 
substantive ; a Frenchman the substantive before the adjec* 
tive. In England two negatives make an affirmative ; in 
France they are indispensable to a dissent. 

The English tongue has three genders, which are distri- 
buted according to the masculine, feminine, and neutral 
divisions in Nature ; but the French personifies stocks and 
stones, and distinguishes sexes, even in the neutrality of 
the mineral and vegetable creation. Thus the majesty of a 
king is a creature of the feminine gender, and the pin« 
cushion of a queen is a more masculine object than the beard 
of her royal consort. 

Thus as the pronoun possessive agrees with its substantive 
in gender as well as number and case, without regard to the 
noun personal to which it belongs, the style of the old 
court, for instance, would have run in plain English, her 
Majesty Louis XVI. 9 or the Queen has lost his gtV 
cushion. 

^ But we ourselves sometimes contravene the peculiar con- 
sistency of our language, by personiMnp^ a ship in the 
feminine gender, though, as a gallant Indmman, it should 
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bear, for instance, the masculine appellation of the Henry 
Dundasj or the William Penn; or as a man of war, it 
should hoist its flag under the imposing title of Royal 
George^ or President Washington. 

In reading, an Englishman lowers his voice at the end of 
every sentence; a Frenchman as uniformly raises it. In 
conversation the one is often at a loss, the other never. 

In England, the use of the singu^r number in direct ad« 
dress has long been exploded, except in prayer to the Al- 
mighty. In France it is the language of contempt to those 
you despise, and of familiarity with those you love ; but 
alike in the church and in the conventicle, it would be 
thought an unpardonable freedom to tutoyer le bon Dieu*. 
There is little diflerence between the Italian, French, Spa- 
nish, Portuguese, and, in short, all the languages of the 
South of Europe, out of the Turkish empire, as they are 
mostly derived from the Latin. Accordingly a Latin scho- 
lar is at little pains to acquire them all, and the provincial 
dialects spoken by the peasantry of Granada, Valencia^ 
Catalonia, Languedoc, rrovence, Lombardy, Tuscany, 
JLatium, and Calabria, in conjunction with the stupendous 
remains of antique edifices, indicate to the eye and to the ear 
that they have all once been fiefs of the same mighty em- 
pire. 

The languages of the North of Europe may be traced 
with equal certainty to the ancient German or Teutonic; and 
English, Dutch, Danish, Swedish, and Norwegian, are all 
more or less intelligible to one that understands German ; 
at the same time that the cairns, and barrows of remote an- 
tiquity, and the Gothic spires of the middle ages, intimate 
the common origin of Germany, England, and the North of 
France. 

In the days of Caesar, these now polished climes were in-^ 
habited by savages but little removed from the. Indians of 
America, though they had discovered or acquired the use of 
iron, and had accordingly begun the gradual process of 
civilization. 

Naked warriors struck their shields in the halls of Odin, 
or danced all night around a burning oak ; and savage hun* 
ters poured out uieir drinking horns in druidical circles, or 
consecra^ groves, before they drank them off, brim-fully 
in the imaginary presence of Woden or Tuisco, Friga or 
Thor^ the savage iao]s whose names may be so readily traced 

• Thee and Thou, the Almilfaty. 
Kk2 



Gum OUT Sfi^w wccsto^ ia»tbe Yvdgar noQieiiplatuYeiof tha 
d^iys g^ Aj^e week, though it is naw twelve hundred yea^^ 
since the Dagons of the North hav^e ialic^' upon their 
thresholds before the ark of Christianity* 

Fi:^bace is a beaiUiifttl county, in a happy climate, s^ajrm- 
i/ng ivith people, and teeming with the iruits of the earth. 
It is notwiUistaiuVDg intersperse^ with h»g chaiji^of xnopn- 
tains, one of which, called the Cev^nnes, crosses it fjfpm 
Cfst to west, jaud fi^ms a marked division bctweeo the north 
and the south. 

The climate on on^e si^e of thc^ nioui>tains is compared 
by the officers who were in America during the i:eyolutioiiary 
war5 to that of our middle Slates, produciog eyery kind of 
grain, and ai^unding in apples, peaches, and grppes ; while 
on the other, fig-trees, vine-yards, and olive orchards, be* 
spoak that imild and even temperature which renders the 
South of Firanee the fireqiaent report of wealthy ij9V.a1ids, 
letjreating in winter from the fogs of Euj^and^ and in sum- 
mer from the pestilential h^ts of Italy. 

The chain of the Cevennes separates alike the climate, 
the productions, the manners, the vul^^ dialect, and even 
the style of building, in the two grand divisions of the 
same civil or military mionarcby, now almost as populous 
and powerful as the gigantic empire of which it was once a 
distant and barbarous provinpe. 

The fair domain extends from the British Clmnnd tp the 
Mediterranjoan sea, and it is bounded on eitb,er side by the 
0{4eAdjd and immoveable l^arri^rs of the Alps and ^yrennees. 

England is a hilly country^ of a clayey soil, interspersed 
with sand and loam, diversiged by art and nature, with the 
gayest cnltivatiqn, and the most gloomy barrenness* 

The innumerable country-seats of the gentry, and th^ 
aplendid mansion-houses, pr antiquated cast}es of the nohi- 
lity, embosomed in majestic ivooj^s, fnd oyerhK>king exten- 
sive lawns, animated with sheep or 4^9 wd prnamented 
with terminating objects — a temp}e or an obelisk — a statue 
or a vase, screened from familiar view by knots of shnib- 
berjr, connected by a winding l9^l^y or a meandering stream, 
are indescribably beautiful «md picturi^Ui^* YiU&ge spires 
pep from every coppice, and frowning ruins, fringed wit& 
ivy and grey with moss, preserve to an enlig]itenea age the 
cbafsicteristie outlines of monaiitic superstition^ or baiouiat 
ftrocity. 

Even the tovms and villages, several of which may gene* 
rally be seen at on^ |n so ops^ a mnptiyi are much more 



omamental ia$ distant (objiects than tbe scattered bouaes of qiir 
American towns, however the latter vmy boast of broad 
fixeet^ and interm^idJdte gardecis. They ace also romanti- 
caUy crooned wiiJb Gothjic pinnacles^ sua interesting addi** 
tioo whiicb Qi^x Araer ipan acenerjr must ev^ want. 

But these pleasing objects a^e sadly contrasted by the 
hmik» aod i&e forests, the woids and the fens, wfaidn are 
inoi:e <ox le&s infest by robbers^ and frequently display a 
dismal exhibiition of civilized barlvirity, in the mutilated 
figures of highwaymen hanging in chaio^. 

If you stop at , one of the rural seats toward the close of 
day 9 a 3Ujly mastiff will meeit yon at tbe giUe; you will 
find the* doors locked and boUed> aud the shu tiers barred; 
aud when you retire (qx the nigi^f , you will he terirified 
by the /sinister appoxatus of an aJarum beU ai every win* 
dow. 

houe houses, as single habitations are heie expressively 
called, are furnished with a great hell oi» tbe fpof, by which 
the neighbours may be called up in cas^ of an attack ; and 
the neighbouring cottagers ai^ advertised, that the fir^ i^an 
xiho reache3 the appt when ^he bell rings shaU be amply re* 
warded. 

In I^oudon, where robberies; often taji^e place in open day, 
the doors of dwelling«lM>us^s fiv^ I^^pt lop^edy and tbofse of 
shops ai» firequently chained to tbe door-pos(» to pievept a 
aildoeu i^urprise or retreat* 

How unlike the tiranquil coqfidence o£ American houses 
iMaeperat which leaves our 4uovb in {^ilodelphia all day 
arjar, and in tbe country, all night upon the latpb* 
, In Scotland, the Lowlands resemble those of {!ngland| 
ihor^h they have still less sunshine, and the hardy Scots 
must therefore often gather their Qat9> a grain ivhich thrive^ 
ilk the moet northern latiiUides, in frost and soow. The 
Highlands are bleak ai^d barren, liku tk^ bromn h^^h$ of 
Ossian, weltering in perpetual mists. 

Wales is less mountainous and better culti?at^^, a&rd* 
ipg ai^ endless variety of beaUhy e^xursion and romantic 
ficen^, for tbe wealthy yaletudinamns of tbe metjropolis. 

HoUand is a level plain which has been lite^Uy gaimd 
from the sea by hum^ industry, and tbe adventurous acf 
quisition is only preserved from enoroachmi^t by tbe contir 
nual care of its industrious inhabi^aote- 

The uniform coast exhibits a continued mound of earthi 
by which the sea is banked out^ and the interior of the 
country is universally intoflocti^ by ditcbfis aod owMfi 
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along which ron the roads, at a height of eight or ten feet 
above the adjacent fields. 

It is generally laid down in grass, and covered with large 
herds m cattle, which are here black, the fiivonrite colour 
of the inhabitants, as in Enghind they are mostly red, and 
in France and Italy as generally while. 

Flanders is the most fertile country in Europe, not so flat 
as Holland nor so hilly as France. It is under universal 
cultivation, and yields two crops in the year, being capable 
of raising hemp, tobacco, and every other plant which can 
thrive in so northerly a climate. But the unhappy peasants 
are so generally drafted for the army, that you seldom see 
any but women or children in the fields. 

Switzerland displays the most striking contrasts imagin« 
able. Fertile vaflies surrounded by stupendous mountains 
covered with snow, and clustered villages glittering with tin 
spires, are seen at the foot of shining glaciers, or i>erpendi- 
cular rocks, from which neighbouring torrents precipitate 
themselves in showers of spray. 

Italy, excepting the Cisalpine Republic, a broad valley 
between the Alps and the Appennines, running from the 
mountains of Savoy to the Lagunes of Venice, is a rugged 
country, over-run by the gceat chain of the Appennines, 
and its various spurs, which branch out in every direction, 
and cut up the whole surface into contracted spots o( pos^ 
sible, but neglected cultivation, rarely more than twenty 
miles square, though the Vale of Amo is fifty miles in 
length, and the hills of Calabria, at the foot of Italy, are 
extremely fertile, and abound with apples as well as oranges, 
grapes, and figs. 

Throughout Europe the people are collected in towns and 
tillages, which are often inconveniently situated upon the 
sides of hiUs, where they were first formed, under th^ pro- 
tection of some castle or strong-hold, in days when the hand 
of every potent Baron was against every man^ and every 
tnan^s hand against him. 

In consequence of this circumstance, to which the poor 
have become attached by long habit, the idea of a lone bouse 
like our situations in America, where people live upon the 
lands they fiirm, would be irksome to them, and even terriA^- 
ing ; and the peasantry upon the Continent of Europe pivter 
the inconvenience of travelling, two or three miles to thdr 
work, from day to day. 

In England, as well as in the South of Europe^ winter ii 
^ther constituted by wet than cold. 
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The drizzling fogs of England commence in September, 
and continue with little intermission till May or June. 

In France and Italy the rains set in in November, and 
end in January, after which the air preserves the most de- 
lightful temperature imaginable, until the summer heats 
take place. 

In Switzerland snow begins to fall in October, and re- 
mains on the ground till May, but the summers are delight- 
fuUv cool and salubrious, especially upon the mountains. 

To embrace all the advantages of European climates, the 
spring should be spent in Italy, the summer in England, 
or in Switzerland, the autumn in Flanders, and the winter 
in the South of France. 
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THE VOYAGE HOME. 

NeW'Yorkj September TQik, 1802. 

MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

X EMBRACE the first moment of leisure to let you know 
of our safe arrival here, after a pleasant passage of twenty* 
seven days from the Scilly Islands to the high lands of 
Navesink, in the ship Thames, Captain Wood, an Ameri- 
can vessel of four hundred tons, returning home in ballast, 
for want of freight. 

On our arrival in England, we spent ten days of repose 
at Higham-lodge, the hospitable mansion, on the borders of 
Epping-forest, where so many Americans have been affec- 
tionately fostered bv their worthy countryman ; being again 
kindly received, after an absence of two years, by the re- 
spectable family of the D — ^Iw— ns. 

We then took lodgings in town, io provide for ourselves^ 
and relieved the fatigues of preparation by occasional ex- 
cursions in the environs of London, so delightfuUy diversi- 
fied with tranquil villages and smiling retreats. 

When we first saw Captain Wood, his mild tone and 
diffident manners impressed us with some apprehensions for 
oiir personal safety among the boisterous oons of Ocean^ 
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but they yfrete quite »operfl«ottB, as you *»ft^^>J^'?* 
there was occasion to exert his authority. He fixed hw 
price at the first vond (forty guineas), and provided tor us 
afterwanls wHh a liberality tlmt bordered on profosion* 

We wnt on board «t Gkavesend the 17th of Augotfl, nmt 
cabin, and eleven steerage, passengers ; but a head wmd pife- 
Ycnted our making much way . -,« . ^.^3* 

We passed the Nore about bmr the day ^^^2f^z3 
took us two days more to wea«hcr the N^MPth Fofel«wd, atttt 
get into the Dcywns. H^te we lay at anchof thiee iwy*, ott 
lafid«w« Castle, with twenty or thirty sail of mettshtfntiiwii, 
wattinff for a wind. Boats came alongside uB everyday 
from Deal, with kegs of rum, &c. aitd our condestjending 
Captain suffered the sailors to buy what they chose, on ac- 
count of their wages, threatening at the same time to take it 
from them, if they got dfutifc with it* 

Tired of waiting fot a change of wind we made sail at 
kst with a south-wester, an* 1*mi tery night all our sailors 
were so intoxicated as to be unfit for service. , ^ r *u 
Next morning the Captain took away what was left ot the 
rum, and the sailors revenged themselws upon every thuig 
that came in their way. One of them stove in the head ot 
bis own k^, and another took the first opportunity to dis- 
pute the oiA»» of the mate, a Frenchman born, " U -l 

tatte me,'' says he, " if lUlTje ord«»d by a French«ian. 
This produced a scuflle, and the mate bemg the weBlceft 
man, ran down intx>tbe«abin and whispered the Cttptaim 
Hte jumped insftmtly upon deck, knocked the fellow dbwn, 
and' laitt him in irorts, though sereral of his oomtade* took 
his part, and swore thry would not work a stroke VtB ht 
wmktontagmn^ ^ ■. . .. 

T^hey accordingly spent the remainder of the d^y on tlie 
forecastle, dancing and ringing, in token of defiance. 

The Captain kept his temper, and suffered them to vent 
their rage as they jAeased , all the afternoon . Toward even- 
ing <me of them came on tfie quarter-deck, and demanded 
the frcedum of his comrade. ^ He's my comutryman/* said 
he, « and d— n me if I don\ stand by hiifl." Tlie Captain 
wimly replied? ^< If he don'l b^ ttie mate'Ss pardon I'U 
carry him in irons to New- York r and the fellow went away 
gwcaring,- He might work the ship himself then^ for they 

would not* 

Upon thi^trpen declaration of mutiny, we b^an to dread 
tite most disagfoeaUe consequences ; bwt were unexpected^ 
id^ed from tiie tlircatening diiemina, by tlie (ite»dc9r 9 
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submission, viho was bjr this time quite tired of his irksomt 
confinement. 

When the irons were knocked off, he humorously cried, 
^^ Huzza for liberty !" and walked up to the Captam to ac« 
knowled^ his fault, with all the freedom of a true Jack Tar. 
Upon ^bich the whole crew returned to their duty, without 
manifesting another sign of dissatisfaction during the voy« 
age. 

After beating about the Channel several days, between the 
chalky clifis of France and England, which have all the 
appearance of having been disjoined by some convulsion of 
Nature, we were glad to come to again at the Isle of Wight^ 
one of those secure harbours for ships of burthen, that wilt 
ever ensure to Britain the command of the Channel^ which 
she proudly calls her own, to the Straits of Doverj tirougli 
France disputes the claim, from her shallow inlets, and now 
and then scours jLa Manche^ with fleets fitted out in het 
Mediterranean or Atlantic ports, to assert her equal right to 
the Pas de Calais • 

Here we lay two or three days more off Spithead, in sight 
of Me Wooden Walls of Old, England^ stretched out like 
floating castles, their dark and lofty sides presenting a terri- 
fic froQt of two or three tier of cannon. 

We made sail affain on the 38th, with a light breeze, not 
jet ikir enough to lay our course down the Channel ; and on 
the 3Ist we were called on deck, as we were going to break* 
fast, \o take our leave of British ground, the light-house on 
the Scilly Isles being just di£rcernible through the mbt, oa 
our starboard quarter, distant about a league. 

Bv ten o*clock a large frigate hove in sight, standing di* 
rectfy for us from the south-west. She spoke us, and learned 
with pleasure our bearing and distance from the Scillys, ai 
she was bound for London — ^long out from the Wetit Indies. 
Other vessels were seen afterwards during several days, 
steering across the trackless ocean, directly for the British 
Channel, like so many living creatures, aiming in concert 
at the same object, by instinctive impulse. 

I often in calm weather seated myself in the netting of the 
bowsprit to see our ship plough her course from day to day 
upon the boiindless deep, ^hich must have remained an 
impassable barrier between Europe ^nd America^ if it had 
not been for the fortuitous or providential discovery of the 
magnetic needle, but a little before Columbus was inspired 
with the bold idea of exploring the oceap in search of qq* 
ethet world. 

SWITZEELANO.] L 1 
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. Thib tntfkce of the aea farnisbei a palpable demonstratioa 
of the rotundity of the globe. From the deck of a ship yon 
{riainlj peroeive yourself to be upon tlie fiwell of a ball^ 
gradually rounding off on all sides, at the distance of no 
more thaia two or three miles. Beyond this circle the masta 
and^sails of approaching tcsscIs may be seen as if rising out 
of the water, more or less, according to their distance. 

A sail must be a hundred feet high to be seen from the 
d^k three leagues off; but from the topmast head it would 
he discoverable a league farther, and accordingly, in time 
0f war, a sailor k always stationed aloft to look out a-head» 

High .lands are discerned from sea at a distance propor- 
tioned to their height. The gllstmiing summits of the white 
ibilla in Canada are sometimes discovered when seventy miles 
ffffy aad ia a brighter atmosphere the top of Mount Etna may 
be cl^riy perceived from the island of Maltai a distance of 
H hniadred and twenty miles. 

Small lia is the visible horizon at sea, the standard of phi- 
losophic observation equally reduces the ajM*^^^ height o£ 
ihe roaring billows, which axe supposed never to rise more 
than nine feet abave the level of the ocean, that ^ to say^ 
•Ightieen from the trough of the sea, thou^ they swell into 
mountains, and sink into vallies^ when viewed through the 
aM^fllfying medium of personal danger. 

Bven the roaring winoa are never let loose with unbounded 
jEury ; they blow wt their stated {leriods of twelve, tireti<y<* 
^r,t]iirtvi«i3[, or forty«eight hours, and never exceed thirty 
miles an hour in ydoicity) so that a tight ship has nothing 
to fear but a lee-shore. 

Aprlne Ball^ rarely gocB more than twd^ve miles an hour, 
tmA has never ben known to exceed fifteen ; yet American 
vessda haVe sailed trota Boston or New- York, with a bris^ 
iiorth^lrester) and kept iht wind to the £iiropoaii coast. 

A weUnrif^ged vessel iliav lay her course within five pmats 
fit the wind ; and a |pood ship may be eo trimmed for sailing 
Mb to keep her difeption^ l^rs toge^her» without aity body 
at the helm. 

AX sea, a believer in the active supctin tendance of a graci- 
ana Frovi{denoe> obaer v es with complacence bow the windf 
fiury to suit every conrae, and perceives the aptiitude of the 
tlMteadage^ 

ll-'v oa m wW ll)«t ]»lam afilM^^ g«q(}* 

Whfm our worthy predecessors; of different ieljigious pert 



suasidfi9, first ventared to cross tbe Atlantic, to avoid the 
persecHtibni to which they were alternately subjected under 
the intolerant spirit of predominating churches, they studied 
safety moni than expedition ; thfet neither sought nor avoided 
the varioHs infiuence of the gulpn stream ; they took in sail^ 
^y way of precaution/ at the apprdlicnsion of a storm ; aua 
th^ always lay-to at night*. 

Thus three or four months were often spent on a passage 
which is now made in as many weeks ; and no longer ago 
thai! the middle of the last-century, a single Londoner sailed 
out of the port of Philadelphia, to procure the unrivalled 
manu^ctures of Britain, and returned again once a year. 

Since the Revolution, I need not add, our East IndKuneB 
liall half round the globe, and return within the year, freight* 
ed with the luxuries of the East ; and innumerable whalers 
C3f plore the Arctic and Antarctic Circles, in search of the 
monsters of the deep. 

May the posterity of those Christian Worthies who jplatited 
the wilds of America for the liberty of worshipping God ac- 
cording to their consciences, preserve, amidst unexampled 
prosperity, the civil and religious privileges thus purchased 
by their ancestors ! 

' When we had been out four days, we ^cre spo?;e by a 
brig from Newfonnffland. Afler giving her the necessary 
information, our Captain wished her safe in, adding, as be 
laid by his trumpet, ** with a good north-easter.'^ Tne wind 
a<5tually sprang up from that quarter during the night, and 
in five days wafted us nine huftdred miles, notwithstanding 
we carried away the first night our main-top-mast and maui- 
top-gallant-mast, with all ttie sails set, by a x6XL of the ves- 
sel mating a sudden flaw of wind. 

As it happened in the dusk of the evening, nothing could 
be done but make fast for the night ; yet in three days' time 
wc were completely refitted, the late jnutineers, being some 
of the best hands on board, exerting themselves to tac up- 
most. They would cling to the ropes like cats, and kick* 
)ttg off their shoes, mn tnemselvei up or down a single line. 

The wind now shifted to the sooth, but we were content 
to keep in higk northern latitudes, to avoid the contrary 
current of the gulph stream ; and on the twelfth day from 
the Seillys, we perceived the sea to h>9e its deep blue, arit 
always does upoft soundings. A9 soon as it assumed ^ 
^reetish enst we hoye tilielead^ but found no bottom* ^ 

The next day however we broiudtt ground aftflvoiancf/ 
fliirtr fathom* oft 'tlie banks t>f Newfoundlttnd. ami tftt 

1-12 ^ 
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wind dying away wc lay to, Ihiew out our fishing lines, and 
soon had fifty cod-fisb, and two halibut, slapping their 
tails upon the deck. 

It was a beautiful sight to see the fish drawn up through 
the transparent waves. Some of them were cooked for sup- 
per, and eaten with as good a relish as if they had been 
bettec dressed, as it usually happens with provisions at a 
halfway house. 

During this pleasant run we bad often seen shoals of por* 

Sotses racing alongside, jumping from wave to wave, and 
iving under our tows for booty, as they do round a shark, 
mistaking the ship for some voracious monster in pursuit of 
prey. 

When this happoied in the night they would shine lik» 
silver, while the phosphoric substances always floating 
in salt water, spangled with gold, the darkly undulating 
masses foaming with the rush of the vessel. 

At other times whales of the grampus kind were seen 
spouting upon the surface of the water, and diving with a 
hekYj motion, erecting their forked tails sA they went slowly 
down. 

The wind continuing south*west we were soon surrounded 
fWith fo^s, with which these Banks are generallv covered, 
and for a week or ten days afterward, we bad nothing to do 
but learn sea phrases, and wish for a £iir wind. 

Nothing is said on ship-board as it is said on sfaoie. A 
fresh-water sailor soon finds he has a language to learn not 
taught at grarai|iaf -schools, and is surprised to find himsdf 
ignorant of his own mother-tongue. 

In short, at sea, if you do not learn to distinguish star* 
board from larboatd^ you might as well not know your right 
hand from your left; and a land-lubber that does not balance 
himself at sea, as a, sailor does on shore, will soon fetch wajf 
,niith a lee lurck^ and may be glad to bring up uainst a 
stauncheon or a stay-brace. But the most careless fellow on 
.boar^ quickly learns to mind the weather hand; and if. he be 
not a very dull scholar, h^ soon distinguishes, amid the roar 
4>f winds and waves, and the rattle of sails, cordage, and 
tackling, the more or less favourable sounds of. ^' square 
the yards !" or, " bawl taught the lee-braceis !*' He dreads 
*an approaching storm, when all is to be made snugj andiid 
iopsaus doubie-reefed. But his courage returns when he 
Bears, <« all bands aloft ! Shake the reeft out of the topsaOs 
Bdr^jmdaft^ and loose topgallant-sails!" which is sootian- 
awered from the yards, wkh « let go the reef^tackles!**— 



SWITZERLAND AND XTALT. 569 

" Aye, aye!'* replies Jack from below — casts off, and cries^ 
** all goner i 

Some phrases however are too complicated to be learned at 
the first lesson. Such for instance us^ ^^ loose the foretop« 
gallant-backstav !'^ or, ^^ bawl taught the mfiintop-bow 
Rnel" 

Others are simple enough, though outlandish, as if yott 
should ask the man at helm what o^clock it is, you roi^bt 
be answered, ^' ifs running sis>, Sir;^' or if you listened to 
him that heaves the lead while in shoal water, you might 
bear him sing out, ^^ and a quarter seven V^ 

The colloquial phraseology of a sailor differs no less from 
the vernacular tongue, and its profane drollery often pro« 
vokes a laugh from the gravest disapprobation. ^' D — n it. 
Jack !" says one, when the Captain was ashore, " now I'll 
be boatswain, and you shall be boatswaiu's mate : wh<Ai I 
cry pull, do you hawl.** 

A true sailor will never go to sea while he has any money 
left, and if he has not had a chance of spending the last 
iarthing when he ships himself for a voyage, he'll throw it 
Away, that it may'nt burn a hole through his pocket. But 
it oftener hap|)ens that Jack has spc^nt all beA^re the ship is 
ready to sail, in which case he'll borrow what he wants of 
#onie prudent messmate, to be repaid with twice as mdch 
when he gets his wages. Characteristic improvidence, not 
perhaps to be regretted, jf commerce is beneficial to society, 
as few would be likely to follow the seas, after the first ebuU 
litioh of curiosity and adventure, without being sharply 
pressed by the spur of necessity. 

Men of all nations mix together on the ocean ; bi^t the 
English language is the common medium of communication, 
being almost as universal at sea as the French iron land. 

On the S6th, though immersed in a thick fog, the Captain 
thought us near enough to Cape Sable, the southernmost 
extremity of Nova Scotia, to see the land ; bat the wind 
continuing south-west, we were obliged to gg on in uncer- 
tainty for the Bay of Massachusetts. 

Next morning the sun crossed the line, the day wore a 
lower iiu^ aspect, and we dreaded the aoproaching night, 
irobayed as we w^ between the shoals of Nantucket and the 
nieks of New Hampshire* 

. But the wind happily veered about iu the night, and by 

next morning we had weathers^ the dangerous reef of sand 

t bat stietchcs Ibom the east snd oC Nantucket, ten miles out 
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io MR) Rnd terminates in sunken rocks, on which many a 
good febip has been lost. 

This day ive saw several vessels sailing gaily out of the 
diferent ports on Long Island Sound; and about midnight 
we heanf the Captain called on deck to see the light-house. 
He iramediately throw the lead, but finding thirty fathom 
water, concluded it must be a light on board some other 
vessel, as the soundings are sufficiently regular all along (he 
American eoast to indicate .4he distance of a day^s sail from 
land. Daylight however gradually displayed to our long- 
ing eyes the flat shores of Long Island, and coasting them 
along, by eight o'clock we could discern the high lands of 
Kavesink, on the easternmost point of New Jersey. 

A pilot soon came aboard from one of those two-masted 
cutters peculiar to this port, which are said to be some of 
the swiftest sea-boats in the world. 

He informed us all was well at New- York ; but that the 
jellow fever had been again introdiiced into Philadelphia 
fitmi the wrt^tsbed colony of St. Domingo. It seems the 
ahsaid theory is not yet exploded, which supposes whole 
crews, infected with a pestilential fever, lestf hkelyto com- 
municate their disease, than putrid vegetables to create it ! 

The pilot worked us into the bay with some difficulty, for 
want or wind, and we cast anchor that night in sight of the 
light-house, on Sandy Hook. 

. Next morning we passed the Narrows, and reached the 
liasaretto by seven o'clock, where we were visited by the 
Health-officer, and detained twenty-four hours, in cons^ 
quence of a misunderstanding between him and the Captain. 

On theS9th we got again under sail, but were soon be- 
calmed. We reconciled ourselves however to thjs second 
disappointment, as we were now in sight of the town, and 
could amuse ourselves with reconnoitring the beautiful 

bay. 

It here presents to the eve an expanse of seven .or eight 
miles over, bordered with woods, diversified with islands, 
and crowi^ with the slender spires of New York, ri9ing 
from its neat brick buildings, interspefted with trees, and 
scattered over a point of land half a mile wide, which is 
bord(ered on each side with a thick grove of masts* "^ 

Oh the left hand of this lively scene the N<nrfli river opens 
majestically'^ two miks in width, between mountains co« 
vered with wood to their very summits ; while the fiftst ri- 
^ar, though an ana of the 8e», openixif mottier cpouttt^* 
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mcatioii between the bay and the ocean, here winds to the 
right, along its cultivated shores, in a modest channel of no 
moreihan three or four furlongs. 

Some friends however suspecting our detention, came 
down for us in a periague, and toward evening. we set foot 
again on American ground — ^glad to leave behind us the. 
brilliant systems of European refinement, rich as they arc in 
the monuments of ancient grandeur, and the inventions of 
modern art. 
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AVCRtCAN MANNERS, ANO OBsenVATIONS UPOIT 

TRAVELLING. 
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Springfield, [New Jersey] Oct. 2nd, IdM. 

£ arrived here yesterday, in good health and spirits, 
and although we have had the pleasure of finding n^ost of 
our relations here to welcome our return, 1 cannot forbear 
sketching off the strong impressions of contrast, at first sight 
of my own country after so long an absence. 

The flat shores of Long Island, and the high lands of 
Navesink, covered with evergreens, looked to us at a dis- 
tance, as if they had got on a winter coat of sheltering 
woods ; and as we approached the coast, the farm-houses 
scattered along shore, without a town or even a village in 
sight, had an air of comfortable mediocrity, equally remote 
from the cottages and the palaces of Europe. 

Large orchards of apples and peaches, interspersed with 
the luxuriant growth of Indian corn, marked the influence 
of a genial climate ; while immense fallows, carelessly railed 
in, bespoke the ease and independence of unfettered cul« 
tivation. 

^ Every American heart on board swelled at the grateful 
si^ht; and when we landed at the wharfs, I could scarcely 
refrain from embracing my native soil. 

New-York, however, looked to us like a genteel village, or 
the half-countr V half-town retreats of the wealthy citizens of 
lUmdoBy Uxe hoiises camparatbreiy low^ f^nd <»f anequal 
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brifi^hfy bein^ inteispersed with racant Ms, and the ibntts 
fifien lined with tretfs, under which occasional passengers 
sreiued to saunter along, equally exempted from the burly 
cf Gompetttiony and the obstruction of carts and coaches, oC 
which iio\f and then one passed quietly along-*-4he carmen 
sitting lazily upon their loads. 

A saucy young Londoner of the party, observed, ikai ike 
old folks wanted tkeir hats brushed^ and their shoes' cleaned^ 
and that the youn^ felloips ought to have thrown away 
their half -boots seven years ago — and as for the shops y Ke 
declared they zoere as dirty as pis^aties. 

We however, looking at the fair side of tlie picture, ad^^ 
mired the mild and unassuiiiing air of every b<xly we met, 
and were gratified by llie respectful attention with vihicb we 
were considered as strangers, both high and Ibw giving us 
the wall in the streets, and occasionally holding the gates 
open lor us in tlie public walks, wliere we w«e dmnned 
with the mild countenances and unaQected deportment of the 
young ladies. 

But nothing struck us more forcibly than the friendly 
looks and gentle manners of the custom-house officers, from 
the tide-waiter to the collector of the port, not one of whom 
displayed the power of imposition to extort a fee for not 
exerting it. 

Some trifling objects intended for presents were allowed to 
pass without being seized as a perquisite ofoffice^ and po*- 
sonal commodities being duty free, we paid ISd. for a permit 
to land immediately the very articles which had bc«n de- 
tained a week in London ^ at the public stores, turned upside 
down by the searchers, and with difficidty got out of their 
barpy clutches, after paying in lighterage, porterage, search- 
er^s fees, duty, Custom-bouse dues, and broker's commission, 
in the whole, something more than five guineas. 

It was, notwithstanding, some time before I could pass 
through a croud, without guarding against pick-pockets; 
and whenever a person meanly dressed gave me the way, I 
put my hand into my jwcket to feel if I had any pence for 
beggars. 

The sight of Negroes was at first a little surprising; and 
the blunt manners of domestics aitiazed us greatly, after 
having been served cap in hand through England. 

Every body looked pale and thin altera hot summer, and 
people of all ranks had an air of rustic simplicity, being 
mostly clotlied in light drabs. 

Our friends welcomed us with such large fires, that we 



iwiftEllLANi) Ai^D itALY. §75 



/^ 



)k>titd tartly bear their rooms, feeling ourselves no way 
chilly in this dry climate, with the air of October ; and we 
were obliged to reduce our voices a note or two, finding our 
European tones a pitch above the common key. 

The fruit-stalls in the streets were loaded with apples, 
peaches, pears, &c. at two or three for a penny. 

The fish-market of New-York is probably one of the finest 
in the world, whether for cheapness, excellence, or variety. 
The fish are brought alive from the adjacent boats, and the 
Tarest are sold as low as five or six cents a pound. A geft* 
tleman with whom we dined one day, told us he had once 

fone on purpose to count up the nuntber of sorts, and that 
e had made up twenty-seven different kinds, beside shell- 
fish, then in the market. 

Poultry and wild-fowl are also cheap and excellent. Half 
a dollar, or at most three quarters, will buy a pair of ducks 
or dunghill fowls, and something more a goose or a turkey. 
But butcher's meat is infetior to the English, both the cli- 
mate and soil of England being peculiarly favourable to 
grazing. Justly may an Englishman boast the mutton, the 
' veal, and the beef of Old England. 

* The streets in the old parts of New- York are nearly asi 
crooked as those of European cities; but tlie new parts ara 
run out in straight lines. That called the Broad Way, runs 
direct from the country, and winds gently round toward 
the water, till it widens into a beautiful square, opening 
'bver the public walks to an extensive view of the bay. 

One day we rode five miles into the country, to dine withk 
a gentleman at his seat on the East river. The table was, 
as usual, loaded with varieties of meat, fish, and fowl, gar- 
nished with at least half a dozen kinds of vegetables, and re- 
placed by all the fruits in season. His house is a large 
framed building, painted whitij, in the same compact style 
with many others ip the neighbourhood, which hav^ beea 
run up since the city has been so frequently visited with the 
yellow ^*ver. They are generally erected upon square lots of ^ 
ground, regularly divided into useful enclosures, and sur- 
rounded with trees planted for fruit or shade, with little or 
no attention to ornament, though it would be so easy to cul- 
tivate the natural beauties of a country abounding with, 
wood and water. 

Another day we went with one of the managers to see the 

prison, or penitentiary, lately erected upon the principle of 

' substituting useful labour to corporal punishmejit, for the 

prevention of crimes. A sublime idea, uninspired by the 
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natriottfra of Solon or Lycurpis, thongh MtfxrvAlj Aamiag 
ftom the b<?nevolence of a cbrUtian law -giver. 

It is to Penn, the founder of Pewisylrania, ih^i the avi- 
lizrd world owes the first example of a criraiual Code fro^p 
which the punishment of death was excluded; and though 
after a struggfle of thirty years the philanthropic attempt wa$ 
fiup^seded hy the sanguinary institationsi of the Parent 
State, it is st^U to his brethrcfi ui religions profrssion at 
Philadelphia, that we owe tie happy expecinicnt of solitary 
confinement, instead of public execution— of reforjuation, m- 
atead of punishment*. 

The New- York Penitentiary is a la-rge stone edifice, wiUi 
extensive courts, adapted to the various purposes uf coave* 
nience and security. Here the crimiaals are eeaploycd a| 
Itgttlarly as in a manufactory, and provided for as couifart- 
ably as in an alms-house, at an expence incredibly small, 
under the intelligent economy of a committee m managers^ 
who act upon principle. 

We were lold the cost of three good meals a day scaiccly 
exceeded a sixteenth of a dollar per head. This exj^ce 
is deducted from their canrnings, and the surplus is laid by 
to enabk them to begin an honest course of life, at the ex- 
piration (^ their term of labour ; which they frequently dj^ 
under the acquired habits o( industry and sobriety, in the 
exercise of which their spirits have never been broken by 
cruelty, nor hardened by disgrace. A few days confinement 
on bread and water, in a solitary cdl, is all Ac corf ectiou 
4hat has ever been found necessary, to reduce the most re- 
fractory to obediencet. 

As soon as it was possible to break away from the hospita- 
lity of the place, we set out for Springfield, in the packet- 
boat for Amboy, preferring the water line of stages as being 
most direct. 

* I *3Ly nothing: of the pretsended abolition of capitd pumshments, by the 
lEmprtM Elizabeth— It wouW have been more to her honour to have abolislied 
the knout — that savage r^ique of Russian barbarism. But (I bhish for the boast 
of civilized humanity) the torture was used in France until the reign of Loui* 
XVI. and it is whispered that the inhuman usage has been revived m the most 
polished nation in Europe. 

f The criminal lists of this institution furnish instructive lessons upoa die co^ 
3ruption of great towns, the importation of foreign vices, and the depression of 
Kegro slavery. The number of offenders, compared with the number of people 
in country placet and in the capital, is as one to twenty ; the proportion of these 
who ate native Americans tb those who were born in n»retgo countries, is but at 
four to seven, though the natives of the State, compared to foreign settlers, caA 
^a*J^y *>e leto than fifty to one; and although Negroes, in or out <tf slaveiy, 
nuike but a thirtieth pait of the population of the Suie, they form one-ihiivi f4 
um whofe number of convicte. 
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It was afi;ainst my own incHnatioQ, fori had plekised myself 
i^ith iht idea of riding through the delightful villages of 
Kew^rk, Ktizabetb-to*wn, Rah way, Sec, ; but J did not re- 
gret it afterward, as it afforded peculiar opportunities of 
observing the original simplicity of Aoierioan manners, inji 
part of the country less affected than usual by the oontinual 
accession of foreigners. 

We went on Ixmrd «ar}y, and were much amused witk 
the friendly civility of our fellow-passengers, as they ar- 
rived, one afler the other. One of them, after bowing to 
ijs respectfully, bnt without moving his hat, called for some 
»ow pamphlets he had w^nt a-board the nigfct before. They 
ivere brought to him, after some time, sadly rumpled ; but 
instead of swearing at the boy, he mildly exclaimed, " la. 
tb« name of sense, how came they so?'* The boy himself, 
I afterward remxirked, only cried ^' Dang it l" when any 
thing went amis^ ; and the master of the vcsw^l never spoke a 
«harp word, during a passage tedious enough to have made 
a Thames waterman disgorge all the imprecations of Bil* 
lingsgate. 

We Waited a whole hour for some of th^ passengers, and 
"when a<^tually under weigh, lay* to a lon^ while for one that 
hove in sight after we were off. The tide acoordinglv left 
us by th^ time we reached the Narrows, and we had iiill 
leisure, before it served again, to go ashore and amuse our- 
selves. 1 

At a private house in tne neigh boufhood, accustomed to 
such calls, we were entertained with bread and cheese, and 
peaches and milk, well sugared, at ohe«ei^bth of a dollar 
a- piece ; and returning on board in d neighbour's boat^ 
without having previously ascertained what the cliarge 
would be, we were told, when we asked zchat v)a^ to pa^^ 
^' You're very welcome,*' instead of the European fVkat 
you please^ Sirj which always means two or three times as 
much as a thing is worth. 

Twt> French mon, lately arrived, complained to ns, what 
a dull place this ^as. The theatre had never been opened 
once s^nce they arrived ; and as to music and dancings they 
believed there was no such thing in the country > They 
thought the people of New- York must be all melancholy / 
for they were always at work^ and not a soul w«s to b^ 
seen in the streets of a Sunday during church time, Jt^ 
shorty they were dying with ennui, for want of amtise* 
ment ; and had resolved^ if it was no better at Philadel* ^ 
phiay they would ^o home again by the first opportunity ^ 

nm2 
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Wc assured Ihcm tbey would find it duller still in the 
metropolis, as tbe Pliiladelphiaiis were noted for minding 
nolbiiig but tbeir own busiuess ; and agreed, that tbey could 
not do better than ^o back to France, which was (in spite 
.of reyolutions) the gayest country upon earth, 
1 When we. arrived at .the stage*house next morning, there 
was a roaring fire in the chimney ; but the lai^dlord never 
atirred fcom his barrroom to bid tis wdcome; and the waiter, 
who was the eldest son of the faipily, answered our question? 
in such a low Voice, that it was with diificulty we learned 
whether we could have any thing to eat in the house or not : 
but concluding to stay to breakfast, we were ^opn served vfiik 
excellent coffee and bread and butter, boiled eggs, and two 
yor three dishes of cold meat, the charge for all which wa^ 
only tbTcc««ighths of a dollar ; and when we left the ^ouse, 
nobody cried ^' Pray remember the waiter !" / 

The stage coach was a light covered waggon, hung with 
curtains instead of glasses ; less gent«el, (o be sure, than an 
£nglibh coach : but nobody rode on the roof, or in th€ 
Tfaskety and the horses were not galled with the weight. 
' The road lay Several miles through a beautiful wood, 
:where we admired the straightness of the trees, apd the 
smoothness of their trupks, till we reached a village called 
.Spotswood, consisting of a tavern, a shop, and a schpoU 
iouse, with half.a-dozen more, framed, jiou^es, with yard# 
and gardens between them. 

The country,' after. this, was sprinkled with ftrms v and 
two more village* occurred, at .intervals of tej^ or, fifteen 
miles, in the same style with' the former,, with the a4dition 
ofa church without a steeple^ . , .^ 

Not a single b<*ggjir came out to solicit charity, as w<^ 
^topped to change horses ; and the people w.ere every where 
'decently: clad, iind rcrftarkably tall, and slender,, >ifith a 
striking air . of t£isc Olid, independence^. . •^ '. » 
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• There 'had been a ^ght frost a. few days^e^r^, and the grpves ^erc now 
arrayed in their autumnal uniibrm, th« tread masses of fading- grepn being every 
where r'chly embr^^iclered with red and yellow. ' The main%odv, consisting 
chiefly of the ttm or twelve branches of the' family of t)ak8» a^till retained a dingy 
green for the groundiof the living picture, coloured bv tJie matt^hjiess hand of 
.^atur6. .Here agum^ a sassafras, or ^ Y^akling oak, formed a a unbroken mass 
of red ; — there a locust, a walnut, or a hickory, flared upon the eye with every 
tint of yeuow ; while\he lofty poplar presented achecquered curtain of alter- 
nate hues. Here ancf th^re slieUered liickdrie», with yellow edges, reminded 
m of a citrmi. grove loaded with golden fruit; and variegated maples tinged at 
once Uie different branches of the same tree wjth yellowf green, and red, in a 
manner whicn would^ be deemed- inexcusably fantastic from the brush of an 
mfgnor colour^st. ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^ .^^^^ ^ J^ ^ . gwiaerffr^ 
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At Crosswicks \re quitted the stage, which went no farther 
our way, and lodged there that night at a neat inn, as 
quiet and comfortable as a private house. Here I observed^ 
at the bar, a printed list of the rates allowed by law for pubr 
lie entertainment, which it seems is a general regulation ia 
the State of New Jersey. 

Next morning we hired a carriage of the landlord, and 
drove ten miles across natural meadows, extensive orchards, 
and fields of Indian corn, in separate enclosures, interspersed 
with clumps of wood, and enlivened by substantial farm- 
houses, whose barn-yards swarmed with dunghill-fowls^ 
and turned out large iiocks of geese and turkies. 

In one of these peaceful dwellings we embraced oiir ex- 
pecting friends, and may wait without impatience until 
wholesome frosts shall again purify the air of Philadelphia, 
and permit our return to an abode of happy mediocrity, 
^ndeared by absence^ and enhanced by comparison. 



Before I take my leave, perhaps ray opinion may be ex- 
pected, of the utility of Foreign Ttavel to the Youth of 
America. 

It is not unfavourable for young men of character or ca- 
pacity, under certain restrictions. 

In the old countries, few young persons travel for obser- 
vation, who cannot afford the expensive safe-guard of a go- 
vernor, or travelling companion, previously acquainted with 
the languages and the manners of the countries they visit. 
* ' As long as Amer igo fortunes will hardly bear this accom- 
paniment, I|Ml1Rrotir\young men should not be trusted 
abroad under the age of five and twenty, when their habits 
and principles niay bear the shock of the specious systems, 
find enervating indulgences of European refinement — pos- 
sibly increase their attachment to American simplicity, and 
tepublican virtue. 

At that age, if it is ever worth while for them to see other 
countries, at least they will not be ignorant of their own, 

partially concealed a vine of purple, which clinging round its trunk, and drop- 
ping from its topmost branches, gave an idea of a giant of the forest, bleeding 
at every pore. Some tints were mixed, as if on purpose to exhibit a combina- 
tion of colours; while the sycamore shewed the effect of a yellowi&h green, the 
linden displayed the more brilliant mixture of a reddish yellow, and innume« 
Table evergreens contrasted their lively verdure with the fading hues of the ash, 
ihe.chejiBut, and oth$r perejijEual plants of the majestic ibrubbery of Nature. 
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and they thcmselres, if not theit fellow ciiiicosj may pvofit^ 
more or less, by tho opportunity of comparison. 

At tbe distance of three thousand nitles from bis n^tivt 
chores, a trueson of Columbia witlfeela patriotic affection fiit 
every branch of the union, from New Hampshire to Georg^i^. 
]f he >vent away with the local or the riral prejudices of a 
Philadelphtan or a New-Yorker, of a Bostonian or a Baltic 
morean, he will come back a citixen of the United States^ 

If be was once$;o attached to either of the leading partieS| 
into which European politics have unhappily divided his 
country, as to have believed that one of them vas al^rays 
right, and the other always wrong, he will be likely to see 
through the impartial medium of distance, that the most 
right was sometimes wrong, and the most wrong was some* 
times riffht. , 

Leavmg his prejudices behind him, he will return home, 
no longer apprehensive ot serious injury to the State front 
fellow citizens, of either party, who alike administer its go- 
vernment, under the check of elect ioa, and the pkdgeof re- 
sponsibility, tliough he may lament that a change in the pre- 
sidency must displace the servants of the- public throiigli 
every grade of administration^ and that the test of eligibility^ 
with the people themselves, is not so much those old i^- 
shioned qualifications, plain sense and inflexible integrity, 
as the eloquence of a barrister, or the obstinacy of a partisan. 

For my own part, at that amalgamating distance^ I 
J could see but one spot in ray beloved country-^it is ft 
dark one — but time and principle are wearing it out^ 
trust in God the advocates for European despotism will nol 
much longer be allowed to say, '^ Nothing is hereditary but 
$lav€ry in the American Republic l^jtfijlf jf^ji tf . 

It is undoubtedly useful to break off*, now arm then, front 
the habitual routine of business, o^ domestic life^ which may 
be followed from youth to old age without materially in« 
creasing the original stock of information ; but this is an ad^ 
vantage which may be procured without crossing the At* 
Jantic, within the ample boundary of ^be Upited pMqs^ 

A young New Euglander, for instance, inny cast off the 
leading-strings of Alma Mater, on an excursion to the Mid- 
dle States, so rapidly prc^ressing since the Revolution^ in 
the arts of cultivation, una the ornaments of impraveBiaQt*^^ 
An eleve of the Southern States may quit the debasing vici- 
nity of Negro quarters, with still greater advantage, to coo- 
template the industry and morality ef the hard^ sobs of 
the North.— iA pupil of the A(»demie& of Philadelphia, 
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New-York^ or Baltimore, or a graduate of the Eastern coK 
Xsgesy ma/ scour the Western \^Uds, and return with health 
and spirits to begin the career of life. 

But the isolated situation in \rbicb an inlelH^nt indlyiduat 
m^y {generalize bis ideas, and lose the Philadejlphian, or 
the New-Yorker, in the citizen of tlic United States — that 
commanding elevation from which lie may compare the ha- 
bits of diSciH^t countries, appreciate theur governments and 
la^s, and weigh the various advantages of situation, aad 
the dilFeient operations of ingenuity, can only be attained 
liy a temporary expatriation from his natal soil; during 
tvhich he becomes a citizen of the world, and gives lumseif 
the rare opportunity of contemplating the systems of national 
policy, in their effect upon human happiness; or if his 
constitution is rather patriotic than philosophical, of con- 
firming or correcting, the habits of that native land, for 
which the wisdom of Providence has universally implanted 
a partiality which mocks at preference, and scorns com- 
parison, 

•TWe wlio ymi foreign cotmtries, iiowever, should hy 
all means carry with them a cheerful and friendly disposi- 
tion, as well as plenty of money, to enable them to sup- 
port, without irritation, the fatigue of incoiivenience and 
the expence of imposition. 

They will then view with admiration the various advan- 
tages of soil and climate — of laws and manners, and when 
they return home, with a rational preference for their coun- 
try, because it best Ijefits their own habits of life, instead of 
gratifying national . malignity by ah unfair comparison of , 
their own advantages with the disadvantages of other people, 
they will be rather disposed to justify, and adore, the im- 
partial distrib||MlftVf)iik providential benevolence, to which 
they have every where been witnesses. 

But, alavS, for human nature ! corruption and refinement 
keep equal pace, and an American parent would with diffi- 
culty consent to indulge his son's inclination to see the 
-world, if he knew how insidiously his Darling Hope might 
contaminate the purity of his republicanism, amid the daz- 
zlii^g splendour of British aristocracy, his Christianity 
among the deistical philosophers of France, and his morals 
in the seducing air of Italy. 

The agents of manufacturing houses now s'J)are our mer- 
chants the trouble of going to England to settle a corres- 
Eondence ; and the Revolution has taught us, that law can 
s studied without having chambers in the inns of court— 



physic and snrgcty, witbout repairing to ttc ProfessdtS ^rtT 
Edinbnrgb, or Montpellier — and even Divinity without fo* 
jreign ordination. 

ft is impossible to travel through strange countries, with- 
out a degree of danger, fatigue, and imposition, which 
those that have incurr^, can hardly recommend to the ex^ 
perience of their friends, who, thanks to the invention of 
printing, and the garrulity of modem tourists,* may pur* 
chase information at a cheaper rate, and amuse themselves 
irith the peculiarities of every quarter of the globe, without 
stirring a foot from the paternaf roof, or the chimney 
corner. 
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